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Letters to the Editor

POLICY ON LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR

All letters to the Editor must bear
a signature, a street address and a
daytime telephone number so au-
thors may be verified. Letters that
are E-mailed to the Editor also must
contain a daytime telephone num-
ber. Our E-mail address is
�press@goleader.com.�

Letters may be no longer than
one-and-a- half pages, typewritten
and double-spaced. Letters must be
typed upper and lower case. All let-
ters are subject to editing due to
space limitations and style.

The deadline for letters is Friday
by 4 p.m., if they are to appear in the
following issue.

POPCORN�

By Michael S. Goldberger
One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent
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AN AX TO GRIND
The instances when we can track the

source of a colloquial phrase back to a
specific event that occurred in the life of
a real person are very rare indeed.

The �ax to grind� phrase is an excep-
tion and can be directly traced to an event
that occurred in the life of Charles Miner.
The charming story that follows was
printed in the Wilkes-Barre Gleaner in
1811, and retold in the Dictionary of
Cliches by James Rogers.

�In this tale a man with an ax ap-
proached Miner (then a boy) and by
flattery persuaded him to sharpen the ax
on the grindstone in the family�s yard.

�The boy gave it a good edge but got no
thanks; indeed, the school bell rang and
the man told the boy to get moving be-
cause he was late for school. The tale
ends with the adult Miner writing:

�When I see a merchant over-polite to
his customers, begging them to taste a
little brandy and throwing half his goods
on the counter thinks I, that man has an
ax to grind.�

2 popcorns
If you can�t dazzle them with bril-

liance, baffle them with, er, baloney.
Halfway through Sphere, a

discombobulated bit of science fiction
sporting more ambition than sense, di-
rector Barry Levinson probably noticed
his film wasn�t making adequate dra-
matic headway. Desperate measures fol-
lowed, and they�re not all pretty. Some of
it is downright punishing. In the attempted
mid-flight fix, what started out as some-
what viable sci-fi now downshifts into a
mixed-bag free-for-all. The sad result is
part horror movie, part techno-jargon
fantasy.

It all starts out rather conventionally
� you might even say classically. But
you�d be more accurate if you said tritely.
Something�s going bump down at the
bottom of the sea. (Who says outer space
creatures will opt for dry land when they
finally do arrive?) Naturally, one of those
super-secret agencies no one knows about
is on the job. But they�re only good at
being secretive, and haven�t a clue what
to make of the massive structure they
discover.

Is it an alien spacecraft?
Of course, to answer this question and

then pose a thousand what-ifs of their
own, the usual array of companionable
specialists must be brought in. Viewers
hip to this hackneyed jive will immedi-
ately take book on the convivial cast�s
order of expendability. It becomes clear
that this is going to be a standard thriller
about victims and survivors. As is cus-
tomary, a modicum of quasi-intellectual
booga-booga is incorporated, if only to
indulge dilettantes and film critics.

The pantheon of experts is ironically
the self-fulfilling prophecy of psycholo-
gist Dr. Norman Goodman (Dustin
Hoffman). Years ago, NASA wondered
just what sort of a group would be the
perfect welcoming party for intergalac-
tic visitors. They looked to a shrink.
Having no particular expertise but un-
willing to forgo the professional fee, Dr.
Norm �borrowed from Isaac Asimov
and Rod Serling,� bluffing a report that
suggested the ideal reception would best
be handled by a psychologist (himself,
as it turns out here), a mathematician
(Samuel L. Jackson), a chemist (Sharon
Stone), and an astrophysicist (Liev
Schreiber).

Witty repartee ensues as the assem-
blage goes through the usual thrust and
parry of character exposition. Some of it
cute, like Liev Schreiber�s wunderkind
scientist being miffed when he discovers
that Samuel Jackson as math wiz Harry
Adams got his first M.I.T. Ph.D., at age
17, a year before him. The remaining
geniuses are similarly lettered. So how
come these smarties couldn�t make a
better movie?

Their differences � petty as well as
grandiose � discussed, it�s time to meet
the aliens. Or so they think. What they
actually find represents the movie�s only
convincing twist, albeit derived from
Planet of the Apes, sans the monkey
business, that is. But whatever this higher
intelligence is, be assured it�s divisive.
Sides are chosen as the mysterious threat
evolves.

Filmmaker Levinson (Diner, Wag the
Dog), directing a wide open script adapted
by Paul Attanasio and Stephen Hauser
from Michael Crichton�s 1987 novel, has
his shot at big set moviemaking in this
undersea gambit. But he appears a fish
out of water. An expert shaper of intri-
cate moods and eloquent feelings, sea-
weed and strangling squid simply don�t
become him. Because the incessant ban-
ter attempting to pass for dialogue is
provocative only in spots, the journey-
man director is relegated to a sort of
playground director at a reform school

Spheres: Wobbles
Out of Orbit

for gifted brats, forced to attempt order
and meaning in what is ostensibly an
underwater donnybrook.

Also limiting is the setting itself. Since
the somber screenplay dictates ominous
surroundings, black and gray bleak in an
Alien sort of way, there�s no deep sea
travelogue to visually temper the peren-
nially soggy angst.

With nary a standout performances to
rise above these dismal doings, the act-
ing is neither here nor there; Hoffman,
Jackson and Stone are solidly profes-
sional, but constrained by the picture�s
stereotypical framework. The title sphere
in question begins playing its nefarious
game of divide-and-conquer. But hardly
enough dimension is created to make
credible the enmities that result among
the crew.

A glimmer of hope that doesn�t quite
pan out, Sphere makes a few valiant
stabs at a much more rarefied thesis: a
complicated note regarding time-travel,
relativity, and what role evolution plays
in humankind�s ability to peacefully as-
similate newfound powers. Only here
does Sphere recall the kind of scientific
enthusiasm that marked Mr. Crichton�s
first cinema success, The Andromeda
Strain (1971).Yet with no middle ground
to buffer the abstract reasoning against
the hokey sturm und drang, the high-
priced philosophy can�t help but seem
pretentious.

Director Levinson does seem to have a
ball with his spherical villain, but the
unevenly weighted doings keep Sphere
from putting a more plausible spin on its
sunken tall tale.

*  *  *  *  *
Sphere, rated PG-13, is a Warner

Brothers release directed by Barry
Levinson and stars Dustin Hoffman,
Sharon Stone and Samuel L. Jackson.
Running time: 120 minutes.

Also seen�
The Wedding Singer � (PG-13) � 2

& 1/2 popcorns � Hark back now to the
80s, where good soul Robbie Hart (Adam
Sandler) happily plies his serenading
trade at nuptials. But like the shoemaker
with no shoes, romantic Robbie�s own
love life goes into a tailspin when his
gold digger girlfriend (Christine Taylor)
strands him at the altar. Later, the status-
conscious gal explains:

�When we were younger, you were the
local rock star. But now, why, you�re
only a wedding singer.� Coincidentally
and conveniently, wedding waitress Julia
(Drew Barrymore) is having relationship
problems of her own, even if she doesn�t
know it yet. Her rat of a fiancé is a
philanderer, and that information isn�t
lost on nice guy Robbie. What to do?
What to do? You can figure out the rest.
But despite telegraphed predictability
and a failure to pump the story for all its
social satire potential, this retro fairy tale
offers enough niceness to override what
amounts to garden variety lather. A few
jokes about the Yuppie-forming 80s and
a colorful spray of pastel and vinyl outfits
hardly say enough about the era in ques-
tion. But a bouncy Barrymore and a
humorously soulful Sandler prove con-
fection enough to adorn the lightweight
fluff that comprises this wedding cake.
Flawed and simple, but a tasty date-night
entree just the same. Running time: 95
minutes.

Want to Start a
Romantic Fire?

Just Use Perfume
By Louis H. Clark

I have just learned that perfume not
only inflames the libido of men, it also
causes fires in airplanes.

According to an article I read in a
customer�s office while waiting for him,
a courier plane had to make an emer-
gency landing because the cylinders car-
rying the perfume to the bottler had been
inadequately sealed. The fumes escaped
and soon the crew saw a fire in the hold.

They made an emergency landing, but
the perfume burned for hours. The case is
now being fought by lawyers who can
smell the perfume of money a mile away.

How unromantic, the thought of per-
fume being transported in a huge steel
container to a guy who will put it into
small bottles and charge 50 bucks for a
half ounce of it. It�s like the way they
used to make wine by trampling the
grapes so that the juice came out to be put
into barrels and then poured into fancy
bottles after a few years and sold at high
prices.

I always wondered where the grape
skins went and, at last, I found out from
an Italian man whom I met on a plane. He
told me the skins were fed to cattle. He
swore that they made the cattle more
prolific and in wonderful health.

�You would never find that crazy cow
disease in the wine country in those days.
But now that everything is perfect and as
clean as some hospitals, they grow crazy
and skinny,� he said.

Which also makes me think of those
ads showing bacteria magnified 300,000
times being swept away and killed by
some household cleaner.

They do not say that most of the bacte-
ria floating in the air are beneficent and
you�re killing the beneficent bacteria as
well as the malevolent ones.

But thinking of the perfumes being
sent by 100-gallon containers, if you
want to start a romantic fire, use a per-
fume. I don�t know whether the smell
goes away or not, but it will be a magnifi-
cent gesture � like burning money.

WESTFIELD GIRL SCOUTS

Westfield Girl Scouts Gear Up
For Array of March Activities

Written by Girl Scouts for Girl Scouts

March brings a flurry of activity for
Westfield�s Girl Scouts. Cookie deliver-
ies, cookie booth sales, Girl Scout week
and its celebrations, Service Day (dur-
ing which Westfield�s Girl Scouts will
donate an entire day to performing ser-
vice for others), and finally, preparation
for Encampment activities. Mark your
calendars for the events which follow.

All Senior Girl Scout troops will meet
on Tuesday, March 3, from 7:30 to 8:30
p.m. in Westminster Hall of The Presby-
terian Church in Westfield. A major
feature of the meeting will be the cel-
ebration of Thinking Day, officially des-
ignated for February 22, in which Girl
Scouts around the world remember their
fellow Girl Scouts and Girl Guides, who
number over 10 million. To mark the
occasion, individual Senior troops will
represent a chosen country via dress,
food, dance, commentary and customs.

A representative from each troop regis-
tered to attend the May 2-3 Encampment
at Camp Hoover is required to attend
mandatory Encampment training meet-
ings. The initial meeting will be held on
Wednesday, March 4, from 7:30-9 p.m.
This meeting will be repeated on Thurs-
day, March 5, from 9:15 to 10:45 a.m.

Morning and evening meetings are
being offered to accommodate the various
schedules of representatives. The second
meeting will be held on Wednesday, April
8, from 7:30 to 9 p.m., and will be re-
peated on Thursday, April 9, from 9:15 to
10:45 a.m. All Encampment training
meetings will be held at 726 Tuxford
Turn. Please call Merry Wisler at (908)
233-2646 with any Encampment ques-
tions.

Girl Scout Week is officially slated
for Saturday, March 7, through Satur-
day, March 14. Troops will celebrate
this week with special events planned
within their own troop meetings and
within the community events listed here.

Deep water testing will be held on
March 7 from 7:30 to 9 p.m. at the
Fanwood/Scotch Plains YMCA. Though
deep water testing is not a requirement
for the use of boats at Camp Hoover,
testing provides the leader with a knowl-
edge of the skill level of troop members.
Please call Eve Finestein at (908) 233-
8194 for further information.

Cookie delivery date for the Westfield
community is Tuesday, March 9. Troop
cookie managers are requested to pick
up their cookie order immediately upon
notification. Delivery of cookies by the
Girl Scouts will take place March 9
through Monday, March 23.

The Westfield Girl Scout Service
Team will meet on the official Girl Scout
birthday, Thursday, March 12, from 9:15
to 11:30 a.m., at the Washington Rock
Girl Scout Council.

Culminating Girl Scout week, on Sat-
urday, March 14, over 500 of Westfield�s
Girl Scouts will gather from 9 a.m. to 3
p.m. at Westfield High School to perform
service for those less fortunate. Benefit-
ing from the service will be: babies and
children with cancer, children with AIDS
and/or the HIV virus, homeless children,
teenage mothers and the elderly in nurs-
ing homes.

One of the major projects being deliv-
ered is the making of 200 sock dolls for
those in the targeted populations. Adult
volunteers are still needed to assist the
younger scouts with the sewing involved
in this project. Adults in the public at large
who can volunteer their services for this
day are asked to call Malissa Cass, Ser-
vice Day Chairwoman, at (908) 233-6226.

A reminder to all troops attending
Service Day: a donation of one large
plastic laundry basket and a bag of
wrapped candy is necessary as a troop
donation for �admission� to Service Day,
A donation of a single baby item by each
Girl Scout attending is a second require-
ment for �admission.� These required
admission items will be used for the
service projects being delivered.

Cookie booth sales will be seen
throughout Westfield during the period
of Thursday, March 19, through Sunday,
April 19. Please call Pam Fuller at (908)
654-7370 for further information.

The Westfield Girl Scout Leaders
meeting will be held on March 19 from
7:30 to 9:30 p.m. at Edison Intermediate
School.

This column may be viewed at The
Westfield Leader web site and may be
accessed as www.goleader/girlscouts.
com.

This column is prepared monthly by
Westfield Girl Scouts for the Westfield
Girl Scout community and for the public.

Residents Need to Attend Meeting
To Save Town From Being �Malled�

Twelve years ago we relocated to
Scotch Plains. At that time, we felt we
had found the �hidden jewel� of Union
County and for that matter New Jersey.
An area that valued open spaces, yet
allowed for a variety of development,
with a country feel and in a most conve-
nient location.

Recently, we have been heartened to
see both Scotch Plains and Fanwood
organizations trying to vitalize our ever
so critical downtown areas.

It is with great dismay that we now
note that the owners of the Park Place
Diner wish to build an addition, plus
add a �strip mall.� We pay a premium to
live in an �unstrip malled� area of New
Jersey � our taxes may be slightly
higher, but so are our property values
and our �quality of life.�

Fellow residents �look at your sur-
rounding towns � we are unique � do
you want to be �strip malled�? Why on
earth when we are trying to energize our
downtown areas (which so define our
communities) would anyone want to
�strip mall� any (or eventually every?)
available open space.

Please help stop the �strip malling�

of Scotch Plains. There is a hearing
scheduled on Thursday, March 5, at
7:30 p.m. at the Scotch Plains Munici-
pal Building. Come and state your views
� save our town from being �malled.�

John and Terry Larkin,
Scotch Plains

Mrs. Vernick Thanked
For Bringing Wireless

Phones Program to Town
Kudos to Councilwoman Gail S.

Vernick for her initiative in bringing
�Wireless at Work� to our community.
Having been a witness to the recent
pedestrian accident which took place in
front of Roosevelt Intermediate School
in January, I can attest to the quick
response of medical help due to the use of
cellular phones.

Such speed cannot be guaranteed when
a crossing guard stands at a corner some
distance from a school. If an accident or
illness occurs near his or her post, it is
necessary for the guard to leave the post,
approach a home, hopefully finding some-
one at home, and request assistance.

This procedure is time consuming and
hazardous since the guard must leave the
post unsupervised.

It is refreshing to find a politician who
is advocating pro-action versus reaction.
This mentality can only enhance the safety
of our children and community.

Mrs. Vernick informed me that the
one-time cost of each phone is $170. If
each Parent-Teacher Organization or Par-
ent-Teacher Association sponsored their
own guards, we could accomplish this
fete rather quickly. I urge the parents of
this community to support these efforts.

Karen E. Mortenson
Westfield

Time Has Come for Woman�s Club,
Council to Preserve Town Landmark
The Woman�s Club of Westfield has

been of enormous benefit to the Town of
Westfield. The membership has a history
to be proud of. They have done a wealth
of good things and have had a major
cultural impact on the community.

They now have the opportunity to leave
Westfield a really fine legacy by doing
the right thing.

Westfield�s unique character has
evolved over almost three centuries, and
it is this very character that has attracted
many of us to Westfield. This historical,
cultural, architectural and social heritage
of the town is given in trust from genera-
tion to generation to be used, enriched
and then passed on.

This property, located at the corner of

Tremont Avenue and South Euclid Av-
enue, is the anchor of one of the purest
landscapes of Colonial Revival Archi-
tecture in Westfield. The character,
lifestyle and very quality of life in West-
field is dependent on the preservation of
its historic heritage, and this property,
presently owned by the Woman�s Club,
represents a significant period in the
architectural and social history of our
town.

The Westfield Historic Preservation
Commission was established by town
ordinance in 1985. One of the functions
of this commission is to identify and
assist in designating landmarks and ar-
eas of historic importance to the Town of
Westfield. This property and the adjoin-
ing neighborhood has been identified by
this commission as being of historical
and architectural significance.

It is time for the Woman�s Club, the
Town Council, and the Westfield com-
munity to step forward and help preserve
this landmark building for the future
generations of Westfield.

It is not the time to threaten this sig-
nificant district with demolition and sub-
division, the very probable result of the
�sealed bid� approach to the marketing
of this property now in progress.

Carol Tener
Westfield

Firefighters Thank
Those Who Donated

To Annual Food Drive
The Westfield F.M.B.A. Local No. 30

would like to thank all of the citizens of
Westfield who participated in our second
annual Food Drive at the holidays.

Your generosity helped us to donate
over 80 baskets of food to needy families
of Westfield during the holiday season.

Special thanks goes to the Jolly Trolly,
Vicky�s Diner and the Towne Delicates-
sen for all their extra help.

We are looking forward to an even
bigger drive in 1998. Once again thank
you for all of your donations.

Members � Local No. 30
Firemen�s Benevolent Association,

Westfield

More Letters
On Page 5

Tiny Tim Fund Thanks
Those Who Took Part

In Annual Fund-Raiser
The Tiny Tim Fund Board would like

to thank all the people who participated
in or made a contribution to our recent
fund raiser, Tiny Tim Carol Night.

Your generosity will help your neigh-
bors in Fanwood and Scotch Plains who
cannot afford their children�s medical
bills.

Anne O�Brien
Publicity Chairwoman

Tiny Tim Fund � Fanwood

Level of Participation in D.A.R.E.
Graduation Program Was Impressive
As a parent of a sixth grader at Terrill

Middle School in Scotch Plains, I would
like to publicly thank all the participants
in the D.A.R.E. (Drug and Alcohol Re-
sistance Education) graduation.

I was impressed by the level of partici-
pation from elected state officials, in-
cluding Senate President Donald T.
DiFrancesco and Assemblyman Alan M.
Augustine, and the municipal leaders,
Mayor Joan Papen and Police Chief Tho-
mas O�Brien from Scotch Plains, as well
as Mayor Maryanne S. Connelly and
Police Chief Robert Carboy from
Fanwood.

This list is not all inclusive. Many
other honored guests sat in the audience
affirming the program merely by their
attendance. Knowing the number of meet-
ings required in public service, the fact
that so many made this a priority speaks
volumes. The words spoken from the
podium simply reinforced the power of
their presence.

  Superintendent of Schools Dr. Carol
B. Choye and Dr. Donald E. Sheldon,
President of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood

Board of Education, are to be commended
for their support of this educational ef-
fort. Our children need their guidance
and attention at this critical time of un-
certainty and intense peer pressure.

I would like to congratulate Sergeant
Steve Freedman and Detective Dennis
Murphy from the Scotch Plains Police
Department for taking on the challenge
of teaching this program. Helping chil-
dren to learn techniques for dealing with
peer pressure may be the most valuable
life lesson of all.

I do not want to overlook the wonder-
ful support by the administration and
faculty of Terrill who by their concern
and flexibility enabled this program to
be incorporated into the schedule. Their
attendance at the graduation underscored
the importance of this event.

Finally, thank you to all the other
parents �of our village� who filled the
auditorium with enthusiastic applause
for our children.

Karen M. Schurtz,
Councilwoman

Fanwood

Peer Leadership Program  Helping Youths
Avoid Temptation of Drugs and Alcohol

Over the next few weeks our local school districts
will be remembering those persons who died as a
result of drug and alcohol abuse. This is an important
time for parents and their children, along with educa-
tors, to work hard at ensuring that young adults do not
fall victim to substance abuse and remain on course
towards living productive lives.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood school district will
celebrate �Think Purple Week� beginning this Sun-
day, March 1, and continuing through Sunday, March
8. The Westfield schools will celebrate Drug and
Alcohol Awareness Week from Sunday through Sat-
urday, March 15 to 21.

One program which has turned a lot of heads is
the Peer Leadership Program which was imple-
mented last April at the Edison and Roosevelt
Intermediate Schools in Westfield. The program
is part of the state-wide New Jersey Middle School
Peer Leadership Initiative. Westfield was one of
43 school districts selected for the model demon-
stration project. The program provides leadership
opportunities for Westfield youth to plan and
implement school and community substance abuse
prevention outreach activities. To date, 1,000
adults and youth have been impacted by this
program.

The program utilizes a school-community model in
which trained adult mentors work with student leaders
to help them develop skills to conduct peer-to-peer
substance abuse outreach programs with younger
youths. When the program was launched, it was esti-
mated that over 200 students from the intermediate
schools would be involved through planned outreach
activities.

From  the comments we have received from staff
at the schools and from the board of the Westfield
Municipal Alliance/PANDA (Preventing Alcohol
and Drug Abuse), this program has been a big hit
in the schools as students have learned the impor-
tance of building self esteem, trust, teamwork,
respect, problem solving and healthy decision mak-

ing at the middle school level.
The communities of Scotch Plains and Fanwood

will kick off �Think Purple Week� when scouts tie
purple ribbons around trees and poles this Saturday,
February 28. The Parent-Teacher Associations (PTAs)
at the district�s schools will provide purple ribbons
for students and faculty members to wear during the
week. The PTAs will also sponsor activities to in-
crease awareness among youngsters of the dangers of
alcohol and drug abuse.

For instance, children at the elementary level will
make �I Am Special� dolls which represent them-
selves. The dolls will be hung in their respective
schools beginning on Monday. The students will also
write notes on purple �hearts and hands� to 1998
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School graduating se-
niors. The notes will include congratulatory and anti-
drug, alcohol and smoking themes. The notes will be
displayed in the high school in June, and then middle
school students will write letters to high school seniors
with similar messages.

Students, staff and members of the community are
encouraged to wear purple on that day. Information
regarding the program for the Westfield schools will be
published in next week�s paper.

A survey in 1995 undertaken by the New Jersey
Department of Health, the Partnership for a Drug
Free New Jersey in cooperation with the New Jersey
Departments of Education and Law and Safety,
indicated some startling numbers. For example, six
out of 10 seventh and eighth graders indicated they
have used at least one substance in their lifetime.
The average ages for first use of alcohol is now 10
and 11, and 11 and 12 for cigarettes, with three in 10
youths having reported using alcohol in the last 30
days.

Based on this information, Governor Christine Todd
Whitman and state departments initiated the peer lead-
ership strategy. In the age of the two-parent working
family, programs like peer leadership are important to
lead youngsters down the path to success.


