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Deadlines Told
For Submittals
To The Times

Those persons preparing press
releases for submission to The Times
are reminded that copy should be e-
mailed or faxed by 4 p.m. on the
Friday prior to publication. The
Times’ e-mail address is
press@goleader.com. The fax num-
ber is 908-232-0473.

Releases, pictures and letters to
the editor can also be dropped off at
our office located at 50 Elm Street,
Westfield or through our mail slot.
To ensure that submittals reach our
office prior to deadline, we encour-
age e-mail or faxed materials.

Sports stories which occur prior
to the weekend must be in by the
Friday deadline. Weekend sports
events must be submitted by noon
on the Monday prior to the publica-
tion date. Obituaries will be ac-
cepted up to 5 p.m. on Tuesdays.

All copy must be typed, double-
spaced, upper and lower case, no
more than 500 words in length, and
include a daytime telephone num-
ber where the submitter can be
reached.

For events which are planned
months in advance, we encourage
submission of stories as early as
possible prior to the event.

Please note that in addition to
making our deadlines, the publica-
tion of submittals may be delayed
due to space considerations. All
submittals are subject to being cut
due to length, edited for style and
clarification at the discretion of the
editor.

Council Seeks Further Distance
For Sexually-Oriented Businesses

By SUZETTE STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

An ordinance introduced by the
Fanwood Borough Council during
its regular meeting last Thursday
would further curtail sexually-ori-
ented businesses from operating in
close proximity to residential areas
and public facilities.

The measure would amend Chap-
ter 98 of the Fanwood Borough Code,
which currently  prohibits these busi-
nesses from operating within 500
feet of residences, elementary and
secondary schools,  parks and other
public recreation areas, by increas-
ing that distance to 1,000 feet.

While sexually-oriented busi-
nesses by law cannot be barred from
setting up shop in the community, the
amended ordinance will make it even
more difficult for these establishments
to find a permissible location within
the borough’s 1.3 square miles.

Under other business, officials
adopted on second reading an ordi-
nance outlining voting privileges for
members of the Fanwood Planning
Board. The Planning Board was
merged at the end of last year with the
now defunct Board of Adjustment.

Council members also introduced
an ordinance to establish permanent
parking regulations along Madison
Avenue. The new regulations are
designed to address traffic concerns
in the vicinity of Elementary School
One on nearby Willow Avenue in
Scotch Plains.

The ordinance prohibits stopping
or standing on the north side of Madi-
son between Martine Avenue and
Russell Road and on the south side of
Madison between Russell and Hunter
Avenue weekdays between the hours
of 8 and 9 a.m. and between 2:30 and
3:30 p.m.

An ordinance was also introduced
which would amend Chapter 56 of the
Borough Code concerning the stor-
age of explosive materials. The ordi-
nance confirms that state regulations
addressing storage of these materials
take precedence over local statutes.

During committee reports, Council-
woman Karen M. Schurtz revealed that
a support utility vehicle purchased last
year is currently being refurbished in
preparation for full-time use by the
Fanwood Fire Department.

The vehicle, which will be known as
“Rescue 10” will allow borough
firefighters to transport all their nec-

essary equipment to the scene of an
emergency in a single trip.

Fire Chief John Piccola said Fri-
day that the former ambulance unit,
which has already been used on a
limited basis, is expected to be fully
road ready by March.

A model of the Community House
at the Fanwood train station, created
in exquisite detail from architectural
drawings and modern technology, was
presented to Mayor Maryanne S.
Connelly and the Borough Council as
a tribute to the historic depot.

Scotch Plains native Tom Piccirillo,
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Pre-Dawn Blaze Kills Woman;
Eight Others Flee Family Home

A fire swept through a house on the
Bowcraft Amusement Park property
in Scotch Plains early Saturday morn-
ing, killing a woman who apparently
was unable to escape from the home
she shared with eight other family
members.

The rest of the family, including
four adults and four children, man-
aged to escape from the swift spread-
ing fire, the cause of which was still
under investigation this week.

Township police, responding to a
9-1-1 call made from the home at
approximately 4:52 a.m., discovered
the Juniper Lane residence engulfed
in flames. The home was located on
slightly more than an acre of land
behind the amusement park area of
the property.

The Scotch Plains Fire Depart-
ment and Union County Mutual Aid,
including units from five munici-
palities and approximately 75

firefighters, battled the blaze for about
an hour before bringing it under con-
trol, according to Scotch Plains Fire
Chief Jonathan P. Ellis.

The elaborate fieldstone house,
according to a Star-Ledger article,
featured a 30-foot ceiling, four fire-
places and a stairway leading to a
balcony.

Constructed around the turn of the
century, it had been rented since May
of 1996 by Donald and Kathleen
Hoffman and their family, the article
said.

Mr. Hoffman, 44, and Mrs.
Hoffman, 43, told authorities how
they narrowly managed to escape
after tossing three of their grandchil-
dren from a second-story window
into the arms of their 15-year-old
son, Charles, who was already out-
side, the Star-Ledger reported.

The couple’s daughter,
Donnalynn, 24, and a fourth grand-

child also managed to escape. The
youngsters, who are Donnalynn’s

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Art Show Winners are Inspired
 By Sand Dollars, Love of Horses

By CANDACE WALLER
Specially Written for The Times

Fanwood artist Harriet Zwaskis,
inspired by pictures of herself and
her daughter collecting sand dollars

on the beach, created a portrait which
captured not only these seaside memo-
ries but the top prize the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Arts Association’s
annual Members’ Show.

Entitled “Searching for Sand Dol-
lars,” the work took “Best in Show”
at the event, which was held at the
Scotch Plains Public Library. The
winners were announced last Satur-
day during a reception for members
and friends at the library, attended by
more than 30 people.

Mrs. Zwaskis was awarded a trav-
eling trophy, donated by Realtor Clay
Fredericks, which has been given to
the “Best in Show” winner for over
30 years.

Mrs. Zwaskis will be able to keep
the bowl for a year, and her name and
the year she that received the award
will be engraved on a plate which is
placed on the side.

During February 10 to 14, entries by
local artists were displayed in the
library basement. The works included
oil paintings, acrylics, watercolors,
mixed media and photography

“I just want to thank anybody who
sat down with the pictures this week,”
said Mary Hovanec, a longtime mem-
ber of the Association and show
Chairwoman, who gave out the
awards.

She added that the Art Association
“really appreciated” the support of
the community towards making the
event a success.

The judge for this year’s show was
Jeri Mohr, an art teacher at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School. A

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

MAGNET SCHOOL PAYMENT UPDATE SET FOR FEB. 24

School Bd. Considers Early
Opening of Schools in Fall;
Aid to SP-F Jumps $312,000

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

Four of the five options under con-
sideration for the 1998-1999 calen-
dar call for Scotch Plains-Fanwood
schools to open prior to Labor Day,
Monday, September 7. Traditionally,
local schools have opened during the
week following Labor Day.

During the February 12 open
agenda meeting of the Board of Edu-
cation, Superintendent of Schools Dr.
Carol B. Choye said she is receiving
about seven calls per day with ques-
tions as to a start date. Callers in-
clude teachers, parents making sum-
mer plans, and YMCA program co-
ordinators.

The superintendent is “leaning
strongly” toward an “early opening.”
The five options have been reviewed
with the district administration, cur-
riculum supervisors, principals, Par-
ent-Teacher Association presidents
and the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Edu-
cation Association (SPFEA).

Because a pre-Labor Day start date
breaks with tradition for the district,
and might “catch some people by
surprise,” board member Richard R.
Meade of Fanwood called the calen-
dar decision a “critical issue.”

During the superintendent’s report,
Dr. Choye noted that annual school
report cards will be mailed to homes
before the beginning of March.

In other business, Dr. Choye an-
nounced that the district received
notification from the state regarding

aid for the upcoming school year.
“We are one of the few districts

who received (additional) funding
for the coming year,” she said, “about
$312,000 beyond what we were given
last year.”

For the 1997-1998 school year,
Scotch Plains-Fanwood schools re-
ceived $2,930,957, down 4.4 percent
from the prior year, in general state
aid, and $365,319 in restricted aid —
up 57 percent from 1996-1997. Re-
stricted aid for 1997-1998 included
$168,000 for distance learning ini-
tiatives.

Board member Morris H. Gillet
questioned if the 1998-1999 increase
in funds was “general or earmarked
(for specific purposes).”

For the 1998-1999 school year, a
total of $3,411,863 in state funding is
split between General and Special
Revenue Fund Aid.

Included in General Aid is: Trans-
portation ($620,838); Special Edu-
cation ($2,167,284); Bilingual Edu-
cation ($37,468); Supplemental Sta-
bilization ($309,904), and the Aca-
demic Achievement Reward Program
($98,470).

Special Revenue Funds ($177,899)
are targeted for Distance Learning
programs.

“I believe the adjustment (in fund-
ing) is due to an increase in enroll-
ment in our district,” she added.

The Star-Ledger reported that the
state is using 1995 state income tax
returns instead of 1989 United States
census data to determine how much
wealth a community has to support
its school system.

Later in the meeting, Scotch Plains
resident Jean McAllister asked Board
Attorney Casper P. Boehm for an
update on the district’s decision to
suspend tuition payments to the Union
County Magnet High School for Sci-
ence, Math and Technology.

Mr. Boehm said he would have a
report during the public meeting on

Tuesday, February 24.
On January 22, when the board

resolved to suspend tuition payments
to the magnet high school, it autho-
rized Mr. Boehm, with the approval of
Dr. Choye and Board President Dr.
Donald E. Sheldon, to take the legal
action necessary to protect the inter-
ests of the board with respect to the
county magnet school.

There are six Scotch Plains-
Fanwood students enrolled in that
school’s freshman class. The magnet
school was created last year after a
plan for the facility was approved by
the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders.

In other business, E. James Lawton
of G. R. Murray Insurance Co., the
district’s insurance representative,
introduced individuals from Cigna
and Blue Cross and Blue Shield
(BCBS) to discuss alternate health
benefit programs.

The board’s request to explore pro-
gram alternatives came in the wake
of 1997 insurance assessments total-
ing $497,554. Though a percentage
of these charges were later rescinded,
they contributed to the district’s 1997-
1998 budget deficit of $700,000.

Cigna has been the district’s insur-
ance carrier for 25 years. The cost of
the board’s minimum premium in-
surance program is driven by claim
activity.

“Scotch Plains-Fanwood is an ex-
perience-rated district,” explained
Chris Maas of Cigna. “If it’s a bad
year for claims (such as 1996-1997),
there will be a large increase in claims
cost.”

Another name for this type of plan
is “retrospective.”

She recommended that the district
utilize Cigna’s program of educating
employees about the benefits of using
the company’s network health care
providers to support more cost-effec-
tive participation in the plan.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

HOMEOWNER TO PAY AVERAGE OF $5,842 IN TAXES FOR 1998

Scotch Plains Council Unveils
$15.7 Million Municipal Budget

By JEANNE WHITNEY
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains Township Coun-
cil introduced this year’s $15.7 million
municipal budget, Tuesday night
which calls for a 2.2 percent tax hike
over last year.

The $381,917 rise in spending to
support local government, roads, sew-

ers, parks and services translates into
$23 more a year for taxpayers on the
average assessed house of $115,000
and a market value of $230,000. This
represents a two tax-point increase
over the 1997 spending plan.

This is down from last year’s 3.63
percent increase in spending over the
1996 municipal budget.

Mayor Joan Papen stressed the
$15,712,768 municipal budget does
not include the township’s portion of
the taxes from the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education’s bud-
get estimated to cost taxpayers about
$3,680 per household — a reported
increase of nearly $100 this year.

Union County has said there will
be no increase in their share of the tax
dollar so township officials estimate
a $1,104 tax bill per average house-
hold. Municipal tax estimates are
$1,058 for the year.

All totaled, according to Township
Manager Thomas E. Atkins, a resi-
dent with the average assessed home
can expect to pay an estimated $5,842
in taxes this year or about $125 more
that last year. Since 1990, township
property taxes have risen a total of
$264, he said.

Earlier this year, officials indicated
the new budget would include fund-
ing related to downtown develop-
ment projects, the proposed purchase
of the former Scotch Plains Zoo prop-
erty by the township and new asphalt
sidewalks.

Mr. Atkins said $150,000 from a
$1 million Council on Affordable
Housing (COAH) fund was added to
the revenue side of this year’s budget.
He also noted that revenues from
construction fee permits dropped
more than $60,000 over the last year.

A public hearing on the budget,
followed by a vote, will be Tuesday,
March 24, at 8 p.m., in the Municipal
Building.

In other business, the council
agreed during its agenda meeting
Tuesday to consider creating at least
14 more parking spaces at the south
side firehouse after Recreation De-

partment officials complained of a lack
of parking for adjacent ball fields.

Councilman Martin Marks provided
a blueprint for the parking plan, sub-
mitted by Fire Department officials,
after the council agreed last year to
ban parking in 14 spaces near the
firehouse for anyone other than fire
officials.

The township owns vacant prop-
erty east of the firehouse where Coun-
cilman William McClintock, Jr., said
residents already park on the grass
during ball games.

In other matters, the council agreed
to look at the township’s sign ordi-
nance after Mayor Papen indicated
she thought signs perpendicular to
storefronts would be a plus for mo-
torists in spotting local businesses.

Currently, signs are generally flat
on the buildings and parallel to traf-
fic.

“We really need a traffic expert to
look at speed limits and what size
signs we should have, for guidelines,”
she said.

Mayor Papen also told the council
that the Zoo Park Committee would
release a report to the council this
week, after 45 days of study, on the
proposed purchase of the former zoo
property by the township for use as a
park.

The 6.5 acres are currently owned
by Warren developer Mitchell Berlant
who reportedly paid nearly $700,000
for the property last year when the
zoo shut down.

Council members also speculated
whether a barn from the former Carri
Ranch property could be moved to
the park site if the township purchased
the former zoo property. The barn was
said to be of some historical interest.

Officials indicated the Mayor had
met with Mr. Berlant to discuss buy-
ing the property.

In other business, the council
agreed to await a report from the United
States Department of Agriculture with
recommendations on how to rid a
wooded area near Shackamaxon Golf

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

William A. Burke for The Times
WINNING ARTIST...Fanwood artist Harriet Zwaskis stands next to her painting,
entitled “Searching for Sand Dollars,” which won “Best in Show” during the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Art Association’s annual Members’ Show  held last week
at the Scotch Plains Library.

Paul J. Peyton for The Times
REMEMBERING LINCOLN...Governor Christine Todd Whitman and Frank X. McDermott, Chairman of the Republican
Committee of Union County, pose with members of the 14th Regiment New Jersey Volunteers, Company H, of the New
Jersey Civil War History Association, following the GOP’s annual Lincoln Day Reception at the Westwood in Garwood.
Please see story on Page 2.
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General Manager of Micro Mark in
Berkeley Heights, unveiled the di-
orama, which is 1/87 the size of the
actual Community House building,
during the outset of the meeting.

Crafted from laser-cut basswood
and mounted on a solid oak base, the
display is “an absolutely accurate
model of the train station” as it ap-
peared following restoration of the
landmark several years ago, Mr.
Piccirillo said.

Micro Mark manufactures models
which can be purchased in kit form.
Mr. Piccirillo said the Fanwood sta-
tion was his own pet project, inspired
by his daily travels past the time hon-
ored landmark every day as a student
en route to Union Catholic High School
in Scotch Plains.

He said railroad enthusiasts across
the country have already purchased
kits of the Fanwood station, which is
available in two sizes.

Mayor Connelly, calling the re-
stored Community House “one of the
most beautiful buildings in Union
County and certainly in New Jersey”
said the model would be prominently
displayed so members of the public
would be able to enjoy it.

Several individuals were recognized
for their long service to the commu-
nity. Raymond Manfra, Director of
Public Works and Recycling Coordi-
nator, was honored for 35 years with
the Public Works Department.

Officer Michael Caspersen, a bor-
ough resident, was sworn in by Mayor
Connelly as the newest member of the
Fanwood Police Department. He was
accompanied by his parents, Sidney
and Pat Caspersen of Fanwood.

Mark Ettore of Fanwood and David
Ziegler of Scotch Plains were also
acknowledged as new members of the
Fanwood Volunteer Fire Department.

Officials, who saluted the spirit of
voluntarism during the meeting, also
honored Karl Eschle and William
Crosby, both of whom recently retired
from volunteer positions which they
had held for many years.

Mr. Eschle was recognized for his
service to the Fanwood Planning

Further Distance Is Sought
For Sex-Oriented Businesses

children, range in age from nine
months to 5 years old.

However, Mr. Hoffman’s mother,
Elinor Hoffman, 68, remained unac-
counted for, and authorities believe
that she was unable to get out of the
house.

Mrs. Hoffman’s body was discov-
ered within the burned-out structure
the following afternoon by Scotch
Plains police and fire personnel, along
with members of the Union County
Arson Task Force, who had searched
for the missing woman’s remains
throughout the day.

The search had been made espe-
cially difficult, authorities said, be-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

cause the house had collapsed into
the basement during the fire, forcing
searchers to sift through layers of
debris.

Investigators determined that the
blaze, which has been ruled as ac-
cidental, began in a first-floor
kitchen area in the rear of the home,
but have not yet pinpointed the
source.

Seven of the eight family members
who escaped the fire were treated for
smoke inhalation at Muhlenberg Re-
gional Medical Center in Plainfield.
They have all since been released,
and are believed to be staying with
relatives, Chief Ellis said.

graduate of Pratt Institute in Brooklyn
and a freelance artist, she is currently
pursuing her master’s degree in Fine
Arts Education at Columbia Univer-
sity in New York City.

Mrs. Zwaskis has been painting for
only four years. She said a former
teacher, now deceased, encouraged
her talent. The artist, who is planning
to move to Florida, hopes to have her
own studio there and to sell paintings
which people can display in their
homes.

“I did my best painting with my
former teacher. I was with him two
years,” Mrs. Zwaskis said. “His wife
gave me all his equipment. I want to do
something with art.”

Diana Cammack, who won first place
in the acrylic category for her work
called “The Hunt,” used her love for
horses as an inspiration for her art-
work. She has been painting for over
20 years.

“I’m a horse owner and enthusi-
ast,” Ms. Cammack said. “I do a lot of
riding. I’d like to be able to show my
work in galleries. I’m very influenced
by horses.”

Ms. Cammack has entered her work
in shows in Westfield, Plainfield, Sum-
mit, Dunellen and Ocean City. She
revealed that she has “won quite a few
awards painting horses.”

Rounding out the winners in the
acrylic category were Ken Malpas,
second place, for “Room Thru Eye
Sockets,” and Marjorie McConnell,
third place, for “Sicilian Artichoke.”

Dolores O’Brien, who has won
“Best in Show” in the past and took a
first-place prize in watercolor for “Sun-
set, Northern Territory, Australia,” said
she’s always happy to be recognized
for her work.

“I paint wet on wet and I have to
paint quickly,” Ms. O’Brien said. “I
chose Australia because the sunset
was so beautiful. I was excited to win
(the award.) It’s always a thrill to be
recognized.”

Other winners for watercolor en-
tries were Jocelyn Wong, second place,
for “Springtime,” and Betsy Ruff, third
place, for “Begonia and Apples.”

Honorable mentions were pre-
sented to Mary Hovanec for “Winter
Storm,” Christine Scott for “Straw
Boy” and Marie Gerus for “Ballerina.”

First place in oil paintings was won
by Steve Tomczyk for “Sunset West;”
Angela Rosenbach won second place
for “Cape May Harbor,” and Lorraine
Olson garnered third place for “Fall in
Vermont.”

Winners in mixed media were Shirley
Farkas, first place, for “Garden Trea-
sures;” Stephen Westernik, second
place, for “Internet,” and Barbara
Swindlehurst, third place, for “Sheep-
ish.”

In photography, the winners were
Rita Hahn, first place, for “Garden
Glow;” Peter Hovanec, second place,
for “Young Pup” and Bob Hahn, third
place, for “Old Ironsides.”

In addition to the art show, the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Art Associa-
tion also gives a scholarship every
year to deserving high school stu-
dents who plan to study art in college.

Art Show Winners Inspired
By Sand Dollars, Horses

BCBS, on the other hand, rec-
ommended the board consider a
“prospective” arrangement,
whereby the board would pay a
flat premium regardless of claim
activity.

BCBS representative Rick
Rispoli said, “More (school)
boards are going with a prospec-
tive rating program over the last
two years.”

Board members asked for ad-
ditional information from BCBS
regarding anticipated rate in-
creases under the prospective
plan.

During the public meeting on
February 24, the board is sched-
uled to act on a proposal to the
Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders regarding funding
for a distance learning program
in the middle school.

The school budget is also
scheduled to be introduced that
night, and may be adopted by the
board.

Board members will consider
a policy change regarding medi-
cal examinations for employees,
and discuss a resolution from the
Cranford Board of Education re-
garding legislation to broaden
penalties for dealing drugs on
school grounds to include play-
grounds.

The agenda will also include
an update from board member
August A. Ruggiero on contract
negotiations with the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Education As-
sociation.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

School Board Considers
Early Opening of Schools

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 11
• Police reported that a woman stole

48 cartons of cigarettes, valued at
$1,150, from a South Avenue super-
market shortly before 2 a.m.

The woman loaded the cartons into
a shopping cart from a Plexiglas cabi-
net and then left the store, authorities
said.

Police believe the suspect was work-
ing in conjunction with two men and
another woman, who asked the store
manager on duty if they could have
some cardboard boxes.

The robbery occurred while the
manager and the three individuals
were collecting the boxes from the

warehouse area of the store, accord-
ing to police. Authorities later found
the boxes discarded in the supermar-
ket parking lot.

• Authorities reported that some-
one broke into a used car dealership
on South Avenue during the night
and stole a dash-mounted stereo sys-
tem valued at $200 from one of the
vehicles there.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 12
• John Ho, 54, of Westfield was

charged with driving while intoxicated
on South Avenue, according to po-
lice. He was released on his own re-
cognizance.

Recent Home Sales

FANWOOD
Residence at 14 Nichols Court, to Steven

Bisgay and Jennifer R. Bisgay, from
Howard D. Rogers, $254,500.

Residence at 106 Cray Terrace, to Rich-
ard Spina and Denise Spina, from Peter C.
Hallworth, $255,000.

Residence at 28 Mary Lane, to Peter J.
Chemidlin and Joan M. Chemidlin, from
Cullen J. Ketcham, $145,000.

Residence at 460 South Avenue, to
Anthony J. Buido and Pamela R. Buido,
from Harold V. Caulfield.

SCOTCH PLAINS
Residence at 3 Jenna Court, to Francis

R. Nedza and Susan Dube, from Lauren
Estates Associates, $485,000.

Residence at 515 Westfield Road, to
Steven T. Margaritondo and Stacy A.
Margaritondo, from Henry S. Golinski,
$114,000.

Residence at 1991 Parkwood Drive, to
Timothy W. Majek and Karen Ann Majek,
from Virginia Domenico, $235,000.

Residence at 1 Colonial Drive, to David
A. Jaffe and Freada S. Jaffe, from William
M. Pittman, $400 000.

Residence at 2071 Oakhill Road, to
Thomas Conheeney and Roseanne
Conheeney, from Felix J. Stefanow,
$399,950.

Residence at 8 Aberdeen Road, to

Harold L. Grodberg and Emily Ripps
Grodberg, from R. Scott Hoerrner,
$296,800.

Residence at 354 Jackson Avenue, to
Ernestine Carter, from Deeanna E.
Richardson, $134,000.

Residence at 980 Fox Hill Lane, to Jen-
Chieh Chang and Pei-fen Chang, from
Malik Khan, $625,000.

Condominium at 12 Maddaket, No.
CM, to J. Michael Blake, from Marilyn T.
Hansen, $171,000.

Residence at 2131 Gallagher Avenue, to
Lucio Pimenta, Jr. and Francene H.
Pimenta, from Joseph J. Stracuzzi,
$200,000.

Residence at 24 Treeview Circle, to
Ajay D. Kamdar and Meera A. Kamdar,
from David J. Smith, $338,500.

Residence at 309 William Street,
to Scott B. Kersey and Judith A.
Kersey, from Irwin J. Frischman,
$175,000.

Residence at 14 Swans Mill Lane, to
Liangshyng Jou and I. Zheng, from Harold
D. Loevy, $461,000.

Residence at 440 Warren Street, to Scott
J. Jaeger and Susan A. Jaeger, from Robert
Shoenbach, $215,000.

Residence at 318 Rolling Knolls Road,
to William K. Kraft and Anita L. Solas,
from Leonard T. Solas, $245,000.

GUEST SPEAKERS…Dr. Thomas J. Bistocchi, right, Superintendent of
Schools for the Union County Vocational-Technical Schools in Scotch Plains,
and Charles Mancuso, center, President of the Board of Education of the
schools, recently spoke to the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club. Dr. Bistocchi
described the array of programs offered by the 21 county vocational-technical
school districts, while Mr. Mancuso said the mission at the vocational schools
is to help residents of Union County and surrounding areas to acquire the
marketplace skills necessary in today’s challenging labor market. The guest
speakers were introduced by Past Rotary President Joseph Y. Qutub, pictured
at left.

Elizabeth Ann Frame
Achieves Dean’s List
At West Virginia U.

Elizabeth Ann Frame, the daughter
of Linda Frame of Fanwood, was re-
cently named to the Dean’s List at
West Virginia University in
Morgantown, West Virginia.

She attained a grade-point average
of 4.0. A student must maintain a 3.5
average to be named to the Dean’s
List at the school.

Mayor Connelly Plans
To Address Democrats
At Township Meeting
Scotch Plains Democrats will

hold its monthly meeting on
Wednesday, February 25, at 8 p.m.
at the United National Bank on
Martine Avenue in Fanwood.

The guest speaker will be
Fanwood Mayor Maryanne S.
Connelly, who is testing the wa-
ters for a run for Congress in New
Jersey’s Seventh Congressional
District.

Mrs. Connelly, now in her third
year as Fanwood’s Mayor, served
on the Fanwood Borough Coun-
cil for nine years. A 19-year resi-
dent of Fanwood, Mayor Connelly
spent 28 years as a human re-
sources executive with AT&T.

“Mayor Connelly would be an
outstanding candidate and an
equally capable member of the
House of Representatives,” stated
Scotch Plains Democratic Munici-
pal Chairman Dr. Walter E. Boright.

“Her sensitivity to peoples’
needs and firsthand knowledge
and leadership in local govern-
ment would be tremendous as-
sets in tackling issues. The
thought of her candidacy is al-
ready being well received
throughout Scotch Plains,” Dr.
Boright, a former Union County
Freeholder, continued.

The club will elect officers for
1998-1999. Individuals interested
in joining the Democratic Club,
becoming involved in local gov-
ernment, or taking part in the Demo-
cratic campaign effort are invited
to attend. Refreshments will be
served.

Trip to Outlet Stores
In Reading Planned
By Recreation Dept.
The Scotch Plains Department of

Parks and Recreation is sponsoring a
trip to the Factory Outlets in Reading,
Pennsylvania, on Tuesday, March 24.

The bus will leave from the Scotch
Plains Municipal Building at 8:30 a.m.
and return by 5 p.m.

There are hundreds of discount
outlet stores selling name-brand mer-
chandise at reasonable prices, includ-
ing clothing from designer names live
Evan Picone, Izod, Jones, New York,
Mikasa, Reebok, Vanity Fair and much
more, according to a spokesman for
the Recreation Department.

Lunch may be purchased at several
food courts located in the complex.

A charge of $15 for transportation
will be charged and residents may
register starting Monday, February
23. Space permitting, non-residents
may register starting Monday,
March 2, also at the $15 fee. Please
call (908) 322-6700 for further infor-
mation.

Crazy For You On Tap
At SP-F High School
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School’s Repertory Theatre Group will
present the Gershwin musical Crazy
For You on Fridays and Saturdays,
March 20, 21, 27 and 28, at the high
school on Westfield Road at 8 p.m.

General admission tickets for the
show are available for $6. Student
tickets are $5, although those with a
Renaissance Card will be admitted for
$2.50.

Senior citizens will be admitted free
to all performances. Tickets may be
purchased at the door. For more infor-
mation, please call (908) 889-8600, Ex-
tension No. 361.

Woman Killed in House Fire;
Eight Others Escape Blaze

and Country Club of flocks of roost-
ing birds.

Arrowwood Drive and Wood Road
residents claim the droppings from
the birds are a health hazard and
Councilman Robert E. Johnston said
the state Department of Fish, Game
and Wildlife determined that the birds
carried traces of pesticides.

Mr. Johnston said, “They flock there
by the thousands.”

On a different subject, the council
heard from Planning Board member
Joseph Doyle that council members
should meet with the Planning Board
and Board of Adjustment to consider
how the township will respond in the
next two months under a state plan-
ning act of “cross acceptance” for
state, county and township master
plans. Working under state develop-
ment and redevelopment initiatives,
Mr. Doyle said the township should
hire a professional planner and set
goals for the township.

Lastly, the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
chapter of UNICO, an Italian-Ameri-
can charitable organization, offered
the township a marble and metal 12-
foot high sculpture honoring Christo-
pher Columbus.

The as yet unmade sculpture, that
will cost anywhere from $25,000 to
$100,000 depending on materials, de-
picts a hand holding a sphere with
three sailing ships.

Speaking for UNICO, John
Appezzato asked the council to con-
sider putting the sculpture on the

Village Green.
Mayor Papen said the council was

in favor of the donation but would
stipulate several conditions before
accepting.
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SP Council Introduces Budget
With 2.2 Percent Tax Increase

Judge Francis Tells Students
About the Judicial System

JUDICIAL VISIT…Superior Court Judge Travis L. Francis addresses a seventh-
grade class at Park Middle School in Scotch Plains about the state court system,
constitutional rights and juvenile justice.

Judge Travis L. Francis, the first
African-American Superior Court
Magistrate in Middlesex County, re-
cently was a guest speaker at Park
Middle School in Scotch Plains.

The judge addressed all the sev-
enth-grade social studies classes and
members of the school’s Multicultural
Club about the state court system and
juvenile justice. Judge Francis’ ap-
pearance was arranged by
Multicultural Club advisor Mary D.
Williams, in honor of Dr. Martin Luther
King’s birthday.

The seventh-grade social studies
classes, under the direction of teach-
ers Sonya Martin and Joseph Filep,

had studied the United States’ legal
system and constitutional issues so
they were prepared to talk with Judge
Francis.

Based on case studies and other
background information, the students
responded to a “know your rights”
quiz by the judge, and were able to see
just how actions have consequences
even for youthful offenders.

Support for the event was provided
by Principal Chester Janusz and Vice
Principal Theresa Elias. Park media
specialist Tamara Francis assisted the
teachers in coordinating classroom
work with the content of the presen-
tation.

LEARNING ABOUT NUTRITION...The children in Bernadette Hoyer and
Kathy Cannon’s pre-Kindergarten classes at Brunner Elementary School and
School One in Scotch Plains recently took a trip to King’s Supermarket in
Garwood. The children received a tour of the deli, bakery, meat, fish, dairy and
produce departments. The children were given food samples in several depart-
ments as they learned about the many food choices that are available. The trip
was planned in conjunction with a unit of study on food and nutrition. Pictured
sampling orange juice is Brunner student Chelsey Finkel.
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Local Students Named
To Tufts Dean’s List
Sara M. Ulanet and Kirsten M.

Unfried, both of Scotch Plains, were
among those students who were re-
cently named to the Dean’s List at
Tufts University.

The university, established in 1852,
enrolls more than 7,000 students in
campuses in Boston, Medford and
Grafton, Massachusetts.

Kerri O’Brien Named
To Dean’s List for Fall

Irwin L. Goldstein of the College of
Behavioral and Social Sciences at the
University of Maryland, in College
Park has announced that Kerri O’Brien
is included on the Dean’s List as one
of the few students acquiring a mini-
mum 3.5 grade-point average for the
fall semester.

Inclusion on this list is recognition
of superior scholastic attainment. Kerri
is a double major in journalism and
government.

She is a 1994 graduate of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School.

Board, on which he served as Chair-
man and also as the board’s Liaison to
the local Environmental Commission.

Mr. Crosby, who chaired
Fanwood’s Shade Tree Commission,
was lauded for having served on the
commission for 33 years.

He expressed his gratitude to fellow
commission members, borough offi-
cials and the Public Works Depart-
ment for their support of the
commission’s work.

The Mayor confirmed the appoint-
ments of James Bardwill to the
Fanwood Memorial Library Board of
Trustees and architect Kevin Mason
to the borough’s Historic Preserva-
tion Commission.

Several proclamations were also
issued by the governing body. The
first of these supported Read Across
America, which calls on adults na-
tionwide to encourage children to read.
It is held in conjunction with the birth-
day of children’s author Dr. Seuss on
March 2.

The second proclamation, celebrat-
ing February as Black History Month,
acknowledged the “civil, social and
religious contributions” of African-
Americans “which have inspired resi-
dents of this municipality.”

The final proclamation, designat-
ing March as Family Safety Month,
spotlighted the efforts of the Greater
Plainfield Area Chapter of the Ameri-
can Red Cross.


