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Strategic Planning Council
Reports on Status of Project

COLLABORATIVE EFFORT…Members of the Westfield school district’s
Strategic Planning Council discuss the draft of the Strategic Plan at a recent
public meeting. Pictured, left to right, are: Dr. William J. Foley, Superinten-
dent of Schools; Annmarie Puleio, a parent and Chairwoman of the Board of
Education’s Long Range Planning Committee; Eri Golembo, a parent and Co-
Chairman of the Technology Committee; the Reverend Dr. Dee Dee Turlington,
Minister of the First Baptist Church of Westfield; fourth-grade teacher
Jennifer Linnell, and Westfield resident Louis Miron.

Representatives from the West-
field Public Schools Strategic Plan-
ning Council addressed the public
on February 5 to provide an update
on the draft of the district’s Strate-
gic Plan.

Several members of the council
spoke on behalf of the 37 volunteers
who drafted the mission statement,
goals and strategies.

They included Dr. William J.
Foley, Superintendent of Schools;
Annmarie Puleio, Chairwoman of
the Board of Education’s Long
Range Planning Committee; Eri
Golembo, Co-Chairman of the
Technology Committee; the Rever-
end Dr. Dee Dee Turlington of the
First Baptist Church of Westfield;
Jennifer Linnell, a fourth-grade
teacher at McKinley Elementary
School, and Louis Miron, a West-
field resident.

One of the major points stressed
in the plan is that “education is a
collaborative effort of family, com-
munity and school,” said Dr.
Foley.

Ms. Puleio pointed out that the
development of the plan itself was a
collaborative effort “involving your
neighbors, teachers, coaches, busi-
nesses — a wide representation of
the community.”

Mr. Golembo noted that the
drafted plan represents “1,200 man
hours in three pages.” He said the

Strategic Plan “was crafted one word
at a time” until all 37 volunteers
came to a consensus.

Several citizens at the meeting
shared their viewpoints and offered
suggestions to the plan. Dr. Foley
reminded them that the next step —
the work of the Action Plan Com-
mittees — will “put this plan into
reality.”

He asked for more volunteers to
serve on Action Plan Committees
which will look at the context of the
goals and objectives, perform prob-
lem-solving, determine a timeline
for the objectives and produce a
cost/benefit analysis.

“How we do these things is the
heart of the matter,” said Dr. Foley.

Light-Rail in Union County
Is Coming Closer to Reality
The Union County Light Rail Tran-

sit System (LRT) is a step closer to
operation as the innovative 11-mile
line has cleared a crucial hurdle in
the New Jersey Department of Trans-
portation (DOT).

“We are very excited that LRT is
close to becoming a reality,” said
Freeholder Donald Goncalves, not-
ing that the plan for the system by
Raytheon Infrastructure of New York
has been passed by DOT Commis-
sioner John J. Haley, Jr. to the next
stage for consideration.

The commissioner’s actions mean
the public-private partnership is one
of nine around the state still under
consideration. Six projects will even-
tually be approved from the original
field of 16.

Noting that the two-track, electri-
fied rail line would provide an eco-
nomic boost to the region, Freeholder
Goncalves said he will sponsor a
resolution from the Freeholder board
urging Trenton to select Raytheon to
operate the system, as well as seek
support from local and state officials
and the Port Authority of New York
and New Jersey.

“This project is crucial to the con-
tinued economic development of
Union County,” Freeholder
Goncalves said. “That is why we are

counting on across-the-board sup-
port.”

Freeholder Goncalves said LRT
would provide rapid access to and
from Newark International Airport,
the Elizabeth Seaport and the Jersey
Gardens Mall from points south of
Elizabeth (as well as from Manhat-
tan) and accelerate economic growth
opportunities. Raytheon is putting
together a similar system in Hudson
and Bergen Counties.

“People will have the convenience
of taking these trolley-like cars to
where they need to go,” said Free-
holder Goncalves, explaining that
LRT would provide a safe, conve-
nient and inexpensive means of pub-
lic transportation for local residents
who need to catch a flight or want to
spend a day of shopping, for people
who work at the airport or mall, or
for airline passengers with enough
layover time to shop at Jersey Gar-
dens or local businesses.

“The system has many far-reach-
ing benefits,” he continued, noting
that light-rail lines have been boons
to the Portland, Oregon, and Balti-
more economies.

“It should be a tremendous help to
our initiatives to open employment
opportunit ies,” Freeholder
Goncalves added.

LRT is among several enterprises
supported by Union County and its
Department of Economic Develop-
ment, to which Freeholder Goncalves
is liaison, aimed at promoting eco-
nomic growth through mass trans-
portation, employment opportunities
and business expansion.

Elizabeth Mayor J. Christian
Bollwage lauded Freeholder
Goncalves’ efforts and echoed his
sentiments on the importance of LRT.

“Elizabeth and Union County need
this system. It is important that
people have a quick and convenient
way of going to and from their jobs
or places where they shop,” he said,
noting that the Elizabeth Develop-
ment Company has been working
with the county to garner support for
the project.

Freeholder Goncalves added, “As
the gateway to the New Jersey/New
York metropolitan area, Union
County needs a modern, efficient and
safe transportation system that will
provide easy access, in and out of its
borders. This system is essential for
continued economic growth. We ea-
gerly hope for support from the Port
Authority of New York and New Jer-
sey.”

Display by Lillian Hannibal
Honors Black History Month

Petitions Available for Seats
On SP-F Board of Education
Nominating petitions to run for

positions on the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education are now
available in the district’s Business
Office, according to Matthew A.
Clarke, Business Administrator/
Board Secretary.

Two Scotch Plains seats on the
board and one in Fanwood will be up
for election. The deadline for filing
nominating petitions is 4 p.m. on
Monday, March 2. The annual school
election is scheduled for Tuesday,
April 21.

Upon filing petitions, prospective
school board candidates can obtain a
“School Board Candidate Kit” at the
Board Office.

Published by the New Jersey School

Boards Association, the “School
Board Candidate Kit” includes in-
formation about legal qualifications
for school board candidacy, the role
of the school board member, cam-
paign procedures, the New Jersey
School Ethics Act, and important
dates in the school election process.

The New Jersey School Boards
Association urges all citizens who
believe they can make a contribution
to their schools to consider board of
education membership.

Board members need not be educa-
tors or have a college degree but
should have a sincere interest in chil-
dren and their education, according
to a spokeswoman for the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood school district.

Historic documents, photos and
carefully researched and annotated
stories will be on display during the
month of February at the Union County
Administration Building and Court
House in celebration of Black History
Month.

The display is in response to a reso-
lution sponsored by Union County
Freeholder Chester Holmes of Rahway.

The exhibit is the product of years
of work done by noted lecturer and
exhibiter, Lillian Hannibal. The 79-
year-old Rahway resident says she
began designing displays for Black
History Month over 20 years ago
after realizing that there was almost
nothing documented on the role Af-
rican-Americans played in history in
this area.

Publicly recognized and commended
for her efforts to educate and expose all
people to African-American history,

Ms. Hannibal said her latest exhibit
will feature documents that are essen-
tial to understanding the role that blacks
have played in American history.

Those documents include The Bill
of Rights, The Constitution and The
Emancipation Proclamation.

“I am a black exhibiter who focuses
on the black experience of living in
America. My exhibits are designed to
promote a sense of pride in blacks and
understanding in whites,” she said.

Ms. Hannibal’s Tribute to Black His-
tory Month will be featured on the
bulletin board in the main lobby of the
Union County Administration Build-
ing and also on the third floor of the
Courthouse located at the
Elizabethtown Plaza in Elizabeth.

For additional information on the
exhibit, please call the Union County
Office of Public Information at (908)
527-4744.

Mosaics for Station
To Be Featured Today
On Westfield’s TV-36
Eighteen tile mosaics depict-

ing Westfield’s history will be
featured on Westfield’s Channel
36 today, Thursday, February 12,
and the following two Thursday,
February 19 and 26, all at 5:10
and 9:10 p.m. The mosaics are
scheduled for installation this
spring in the new underpass at
the Westfield station.

Artist Stacey Farley, a West-
field native, will explain the con-
cept and execution of her work,
which includes a locomotive, fer-
ryboat, trolley car, former Presi-
dent, victory parade and spec-
tacular fire.

The title were commissioned
by NJ Transmit as part of its $6.1
million comprehensive upgrade
at the station, the busiest on the
Raritan Valley Line and one of
the most active in New Jersey,
according to a spokesman.


