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Deadlines Told
For Submittals
To The Times

Those persons preparing press
releases for submission to The Times
are reminded that copy should be e-
mailed or faxed by 4 p.m. on the
Friday prior to publication. The
Times’ e-mail address is
press@goleader.com. The fax num-
ber is 908-232-0473.

Releases, pictures and letters to
the editor can also be dropped off at
our office located at 50 Elm Street,
Westfield or through our mail slot.
To ensure that submittals reach our
office prior to deadline, we encour-
age e-mail or faxed materials.

Sports stories which occur prior
to the weekend must be in by the
Friday deadline. Weekend sports
events must be submitted by noon
on the Monday prior to the publica-
tion date. Obituaries will be accepted
up to 5 p.m. on Tuesdays.

All copy must be typed, double-
spaced, upper and lower case, no
more than 500 words in length, and
include a daytime telephone number
where the submitter can be reached.

For events which are planned
months in advance, we encourage
submission of stories as early as
possible prior to the event.

Please note that in addition to
making our deadlines, the publica-
tion of submittals may be delayed
due to space considerations. All
submittals are subject to being cut
due to length, edited for style and
clarification at the discretion of the
editor.

Five Candidates Under
Consideration by GOP

For Seats on SP Council
By JEANNE WHITNEY

Specially Written for The Times

Scotch Plains Township Repub-
lican Councilman Robert E.
Johnston announced Tuesday that
he has thrown his hat into the Re-
publican Party ring for another four-
year term on the council.

Councilman Johnston was town-
ship Mayor in 1995 and has been on
the council since 1993. Under the
township form of government,
council members elect a Mayor from
among themselves each year, for a
one-year term. Republicans cur-
rently hold a 5-0 majority on the
council.

Four-term Councilwoman Irene
T. Schmidt and 16-year council vet-
eran, Mayor Joan Papen, told local
Republican Party Committee mem-

bers they will not seek reelection to
the council in November.

Mrs. Schmidt completed a year as
Mayor in December. She is also an
assistant to state Senate President
Donald F. DiFrancesco, who also
serves as Township Attorney. Mrs.
Papen is serving her fourth term as
mayor.

Local Republicans said that so far
there are at least five contenders,
including Mr. Johnston, for the Re-
publican slate of candidates seek-
ing three available seats on the gov-
erning body.

Other contenders identified so
far for the Tuesday, June 2, Repub-
lican primary election are Gail
Iammatteo, Chairwoman of the town-
ship Board of Adjustment; James
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Township Resident’s Call Leads to Arrest
Of Suspected ‘Spiderman’ House Burglar

By SUZETTE STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

Authorities are crediting a sharp-
eyed Scotch Plains resident with hav-
ing alerted police to a suspect who is
believed responsible for more than
150 home burglaries in the area over
the past 10 years.

The suspect, Willie Douglas, 39, of
Plainfield was arrested last Thursday
in Metuchen, where police had fol-
lowed him as part of a surveillance
operation. He was taken into custody
after allegedly robbing a home in the
borough.

Captain Joseph Protasiewicz of the
Scotch Plains Police Department told
The Times on Tuesday that on the
evening of January 18, a resident of
Clydesdale Road noticed the
suspect’s 1989 Honda parked on the
street.

After going to a neighbor’s house
to discuss it, the resident called po-
lice. Officers Susan Butler and Kevin
Lonergan of the Scotch Plains Police
Department discovered Douglas sit-
ting in his car and narcotics parapher-
nalia alongside the vehicle, Captain
Protasiewicz said.

During a subsequent search, the
officers discovered less than 50 grams
of marijuana as well as cocaine inside
the suspect’s vehicle, Captain
Protasiewicz revealed.

He reported that the officers also
discovered jewelry and tickets to a

New Jersey Devils game. Douglas,
who was charged with possession of
marijuana and cocaine, was released
on his own recognizance, Captain
Protasiewicz said.

The captain stated that the jewelry
and tickets, which were confiscated
by police, were later identified by
Edison detectives as having been sto-
len out of that community.

Edison police subsequently set up a
special surveillance task force involv-
ing officers from the Edison, Metuchen,
Scotch Plains and Clark police depart-
ments, as well as representatives from
the Union County and Middlesex
County prosecutors’ offices.

Authorities tracked the suspect “on
and off” for about a week, according
to Captain George Mieczkowski of the
Edison Police Department.

Last Thursday, officers from vari-
ous departments followed Douglas
from his job as a furniture mover with
Alternative Furniture Rentals in
Kearny down the New Jersey Turn-
pike to Metuchen.

Officers monitored the suspect as
he parked his car on a side street and
walked into the backyard of a nearby
two-story home, Captain
Mieczkowski said. Police believe the
suspect then entered the unoccupied
home through a second-story win-
dow.

Lieutenant James Keane of the
Metuchen Police Department’s De-

tective Bureau said that Douglas was
apprehended as he left the house car-
rying jewelry which law enforcement
officials believe he had just taken from
the residence.

The lieutenant added that the owner
of the residence arrived home a few
minutes later and identified the jew-
elry as belonging to her.

Douglas has been charged with
three burglaries in Scotch Plains and
is suspected in a total of 10 township
incidents, according to Captain
Protasiewicz. He added that all the
break-ins occurred on the south side
of town.

Douglas is also suspected of hav-
ing committed between 60 and 100
burglaries in Edison, as well as others
in Metuchen, Clark and Plainfield, said
Captain Mieczkowski. The suspect is
currently being held in the Middlesex
County Jail on $150,000 bail.

Douglas, described as being ap-
proximately 5 feet and 7 inches tall and
weighing 140 pounds, was dubbed
“Spiderman” by authorities because
of his agility and the way he was
allegedly able to elude home security
devices.

Captain Mieczkowski said Douglas
apparently pressed a screwdriver
against a window pane to break the
glass, then meticulously moved the
pieces out of the way. The suspect
avoided opening doors or windows
as not to trigger burglar alarms, police

ascertain.
He was also allegedly able to climb

up to the second floor of a home
without using a ladder, Captain
Mieczkowski revealed. The officer said
the suspect apparently scaled the
exterior of homes by grabbing onto
overhangs or climbing a drain pipe.

“He would just pull himself up –
very athletic,” Captain Mieczkowski
remarked.

Police executed a search warrant at
Douglas’ house several hours after
his arrest, the captain confirmed, and
were still determining this week
whether items recovered there were
taken during any of the burglaries.

Authorities are also continuing to
investigate a disabled van found
parked on the suspect’s property,
which Captain Mieczkowski said “ap-
peared to be used as storage for sto-
len property.”

He said authorities discovered a
pattern among home burglaries in the
area over the years, adding that the
incidents occurred “sporadically” at
times. The captain said police have
determined that Douglas lived out of
state for a while during those years.

“Without an ordinary citizen being
aware of what’s going on in front of
him and calling police to say ‘some-
thing doesn’t look right here,’ they
would still be looking for (the sus-
pect),” Captain Protasiewicz ob-
served.

FIRST REGULAR MEETING OF NEWLY COMBINED BOARD

Planning Board Approves Fence;
Postpones Final Site Plan Appeal

By SUZETTE STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

The Fanwood Planning Board held
its first regular meeting last Thursday
since being merged with the Board of
Adjustment through a Borough Coun-
cil ordinance which was adopted in
December.

Under the ordinance, the Planning
Board assumed the duties of the Board
of Adjustment, which has since been
disbanded. The Borough Council
opted last year to combine the two
boards to compensate for a decline in
applications and volunteers, as well
as to cut costs in attorneys’ fees.

Eleven members sit on the newly-
consolidated board, including sev-

eral former Board of Adjustment mem-
bers who were sworn in last week by
Planning Board Attorney Robert J.
Mega.

The new appointees include John
Celardo, who had chaired the Board of
Adjustment for several years, along
with Jack Molenaar, Cynthia
Swindlehurst, Jeffrey Strauss and
Brenda Steinberg. Mr. Strauss and
Ms. Steinberg will serve as alternates
on the Planning Board.

Mr. Molenaar had been a member of
the Planning Board before being ap-
pointed to the Board of Adjustment
last June to finish out the unexpired
term of the late Edward Ryan. Mr.
Ryan, who died on May 7 of last year,

had served as Vice Chairman of that
board from January of 1997.

After the swearing-in ceremony,
board members chose their officers
for the new year, all of whom received
the unanimous support of their col-
leagues. Gregory Cummings was re-
elected as Chairman, while Mr.
Molenaar was named as Vice Chair-
man.

Board Attorney Robert J. Mega and
Board Secretary Ruth Page were also
reelected. The municipal body also
approved its 1998 calendar for meet-
ing dates.

Only one appeal was heard by the
board last week. Keith and Ellen En-
glish of 243 Belvidere Avenue were
granted permission to erect a four-
foot high, white picket fence around
their property, which also borders
heavily-traveled Martine Avenue.

Mrs. English told board members
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Dr. Sheldon
Files Petition

For School Bd.
Dr. Donald E. Sheldon, President

of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education, has filed his
nominating petition for reelection
to the nine-member board.

The office of Matthew A. Clarke,
Assistant Superintendent for Busi-
ness and Board Secretary, con-
firmed that Dr. Sheldon submitted
his petition on Monday.

The Scotch Plains resident, who
was first elected to the board in
1992, is seeking his third term. He
has served as board President for
the last five years.

Three seats are available on the
board this year, including those of
Dr. Sheldon, Albert J. Syvertsen of
Scotch Plains and Richard R. Meade
of Fanwood.

The deadline for submitting pe-
titions is Monday, March 2, at 4
p.m. School elections will take place
on Tuesday, April 21.

Petitions, which require 10 sig-
natures, may be picked up at and
should be returned to the board’s
administrative offices at Evergreen
Avenue and Cedar Street in Scotch
Plains.

Township Council Supports Resolution
Rejecting 25-Year Contract With UCUA

By JEANNE WHITNEY
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains Township Coun-
cil indicated Tuesday it wholeheart-
edly supports a recent Kenilworth
Borough Council resolution that re-
jects a 25-year contract for garbage
disposal at the Union County Re-
source Recovery Facility in Rahway
— otherwise known as the incinera-
tor.

A lack of time to evaluate the con-
tract was cited, among other concerns,
for rejecting the deal, which calls for
the Union County Utilities Authority
(UCUA) to lease the incinerator to
Ogden Martin Systems of Union, Inc.,
which built and operates the facility.

As part of the agreement, munici-
palities would voluntarily sign con-
tracts with the UCUA under which
haulers would dispose of waste at the
incinerator.

The Kenilworth council has ques-
tioned the validity of the utilities
authority’s proposed tax-per-ton on
solid waste that would be used to pay
down the $293 million bond debt on
the facility.

A similar tax or Environmental In-
vestment Charge (EIC) is being chal-
lenged by the City of Paterson against
the Passaic County Utilities Author-
ity, and according to the Kenilworth
statement, “the decision in that case
will have a direct impact on solid waste
disposal charges throughout the en-
tire state.”

Kenilworth officials have also said
they want to join with other munici-
palities and consider negotiating a
better deal with the Union County
facility.

The newly-deregulated waste dis-
posal industry has resulted in the
county-owned facility having to com-

pete for customers as haulers look for
cheaper dumping fees elsewhere.

Township Council members pointed
out that in Scotch Plains and six other
Union County communities, residents
contract privately with trash haulers,
making it virtually impossible to con-
trol where haulers dump garbage. The
25-year contract would require haul-
ers to use the Rahway facility or pay
the EIC anyway.

A Star-Ledger report said this week
that a recent state Legislature pro-
posal calls for a 6 to 10 percent tax on
all garbage collection and disposal in
the state to help counties pay off
incinerator debts.

Some say the tax will simply pass
the burden of the incinerator debt
along to taxpayers in the form of higher
trash collection prices for local cus-
tomers.

Township Manager Thomas E.
Atkins said about 10 Union County
towns have expressed interest in the
deal with the Rahway incinerator, but
that so far, only three have actually
signed on.

On a different matter, Mr. Atkins
said the council was still considering
a 2 to 3 percent tax hike in the munici-
pal budget this year based on recent
budget proposals.

Councilman Robert E. Johnston said
it looked like the final figure would be
closer to 3 percent. That is equal to
about $34 per year on a house with a
market value of $230,000.

The predicted municipal tax in-
crease would be about equal to last
year, in its dollar amount, according to
records. Residents must still consider
school board and county taxes in to-
taling their local tax bills.

The municipal budget counts for
about 18 cents out of every tax dollar,
as does the county budget. About 65
cents of every tax dollar is spent for
education in the township.

Mr. Atkins said the municipal bud-
get would include money for new as-
phalt sidewalk maintenance. Council
members have said in the past that
asphalt sidewalks keep a “country”
feel to the township’s roads and elimi-
nates the need to remove shade trees
for pedestrian walkways by going
around the trees.

Officials hope to introduce the
municipal budget by Tuesday, Febru-
ary 17, with a final vote on it by Tues-
day, March 24.

In a separate action, Fire Official
Jonathan P. Ellis told township offi-
cials in a memo that he wanted to see
a 20-foot-wide fire lane designated at
a night spot on Terrill Road known as
“Malibu.”

According to reports, a recent Sun-
day “Teen Night” at the club led to
chaos when more youths showed up
than could enter the establishment.

Traffic snarls ensued as teens were
picked up and dropped off, according
to officials. Mr. Ellis indicated the fire
lane was an important safety measure
at the site.

One Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School student who attended the
Township Council agenda meeting as
part of a DECA activity on Tuesday
said very few students from the town-
ship go to the night spot, while an-
other said she knew of a few who did.

The fire lane will be designated on
the private property at the owner’s
expense, with simply the approval of
the police and fire chiefs and Mr. Ellis.

There is a maximum of a $1,000 fine
for parking in a fire lane.

In other business, the council shared
its agenda meeting with eight DECA
marketing students from the high
school as part of a “Youth in Govern-
ment” program.

Now in its 26th year and organized
by teacher Don Cababe, the program’s
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TIMES BEGINS SERIES ON HISTORY BEHIND RISING STUDENT POPULATION

Impact From Closing of Shackamaxon School, New
Housing Developments Still Questioned by Some

Editor’s Note: The following is the
first of a two-part series on the history
of the growing student population in
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood school
district’s elementary schools, includ-
ing the impact caused by the closing
of one school and approval of new
housing developments in Scotch
Plains.

*  *  *  *  *
By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN

Specially Written for The Times

Parents of school children in Scotch
Plains and Fanwood talk frequently
about the rising numbers of elemen-
tary-level students, and the ability of
the existing school buildings to ac-
commodate these youngsters.

In response, some long-time resi-
dents still question the wisdom of the
Board of Education’s decision 17 years
ago to close Shackamaxon Elemen-
tary School on Martine Avenue.

Newer residents, especially those
whose children attend south side
schools, ask why municipal officials
did not plan better for the impact of
housing developments on the local
school system.

Twenty years ago, the local school
board, like others across the country,
was forced to address a national de-
cline in the birthrate and take a hard
look at enrollment projections and
facilities’ usage for the district.

District enrollment dropped from
nearly 8,000 students in 1970 to less
than 5,000 by 1981.

At the time, cows and horses roamed
the fields of Ponderosa Farms on
Martine Avenue, and on Alberts Farm
along Rahway Road and Clarks Lane,
where the housing developments of
Stirling Chase and Berwyck Chase,

respectively, now stand.
Acreage along Lamberts Mill Road

that was zoned for light industrial/
manufacturing development, and is
now filled with garden apartments, sat
empty.

In 1978, Kathleen L. Meyer, now
Public Information Coordinator for the
district, was elected to the first of her
four terms on the Board of Education.
Her children attended Shackamaxon
School.

“We’d seen a precipitous decline in
enrollment, and the housing boom of
the 1960s and early ’70s had passed,”
she said.

Two separate studies of enrollment
projections were ordered by the board,
one conducted by citizens on the Dis-
trict Comprehensive Planning Com-
mittee, the other by an outside con-
sulting firm.

The board hired Dr. Kenneth
Humphries and Engelhardt &
Engelhardt Educational Consultants
to study the district’s facilities and
enrollment trends, and to make a rec-
ommendation about the use of school
buildings going forward.

A facilities’ capacity report was
prepared according to the student
population for 1978-1979. The report
compared each school building’s func-
tional capacity (before existing modi-
fications had taken place) to actual
enrollment for those years.

At the time the report was prepared,
Scotch Plains-Fanwood elementary
schools contained Kindergarten to
grade 6; junior high schools included
grades 7 through 9; and the high
school covered grades 10 through 12.

Then, as now, said Mrs. Meyer,
there were concerns about class size,
particularly at Coles Elementary

School. A few classes held 27 to 28
students, although the average was
closer to 22 to 23 children.

The board also considered the po-
tential impact of housing develop-
ments on the school system during
the consultants’ review process. But,
as Mrs. Meyer said with a smile,
“People don’t get elected to the board
because they’re clairvoyant,” refer-
ring to the major zoning changes which
occurred in Scotch Plains in 1988.

Ultimately, Dr. Humphries’ profes-
sional recommendation to the board
was to close two elementary schools
by 1982 (namely, Shackamaxon and
Evergreen), and one of the middle
schools during the mid-1980s.

The board opted to close only
Shackamaxon School in 1981.

That same year, the district
reconfigured grades 6 through 12, by
establishing a middle school for grades
6 through 8, doing away with its junior
high school, and expanding the high
school program from three years to
four for grades 9 through 12.

Mrs. Meyer said the district also
moved its administrative offices into
Evergreen Elementary School from the
previous location on Plainfield Av-
enue at the recommendation of former
board member Lee Reilly.

The architecture at Evergreen, with
its movable classroom walls, made the
relocation possible.

Following the closing of
Shackamaxon, the board rented the
school for nearly five years, rather
than sell it outright.

“That was our hedge,” said Mrs.
Meyer. “But,” she added, “how long
do you hold onto it?”

The public auction of Shackamaxon
School and adjacent property took

place February 13, 1986. It brought in
$1,950,000 — moneys which were
applied to the district’s free balance.

The Jewish Community Center
(which was already renting the facil-
ity) were sold seven acres through
auction, including the school build-
ing. The remaining acreage along
Brookside Drive was divided and sold
to Main Course Enterprises.

Shortly thereafter, another building
boom hit Scotch Plains.

For example, an application to build
332 garden apartments, known as
Lamberts Mill Village, on 22 acres along

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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Fawcett, an alternate Board of Ad-
justment member, and Nancy Malool,
Chief Legislative Aide to state As-
semblyman Alan M. Augustine and
an alternate on the township Planning
Board.

Voters will cast their ballots in the
general election on Tuesday, Novem-
ber 3.

The road to party candidacy for the
council seats includes sending party
committee members a letter of intent
to run, an interview and screening
process by the committees, and then
approval of a slate of three candidates
to run for the three seats in November.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

that she and her husband, who have
lived in the borough for four and a half
years, primarily wanted the fence to
ensure the safety of their two young
children.

She said they also felt the Colonial-
style fence would lend charm to their
home, which they have already en-
hanced with a brick front porch,
cobblestone walkway and bannisters.

Mrs. English said she had consulted
a police officer about the planned
fence and that he felt it would pose no
visibility problem for motorists.

Board member Nancy Koederitz,
who is also Fanwood’s Zoning Of-
ficer, said she is familiar with the cor-
ner at Belvidere and Martine. She and
Borough Engineer Richard Marsden
both concurred that the fence would
not create visibility problems.

Mr. Cummings revealed that there
were no objections to the couple’s
petition from Fanwood’s police and
fire departments, the Environmental
and Shade Tree Commissions, or the

Board of Health. The board unani-
mously approved the application.

A scheduled hearing was post-
poned on an application for final site
plan approval by the LaGrande Square
Partnership, a development group
which is seeking to build housing
units on property located at Third
Street and La Grande Avenue.

Although Robert Rau of Warren, a
partner in the development group,
was present for last week’s meeting,
the case could not be heard because
the applicant’s attorney had adver-
tised an incorrect date for the public
hearing, according to board represen-
tatives.

Mr. Mega advised Mr. Rau that
he did not favor holding any dis-
cussions on the matter until the
latter’s attorney was present, em-
phasizing that he wanted to protect
the applicant’s rights. Mr. Rau is
being represented by the Scotch
Plains law firm of Leib, Kraus,
Grispin and Roth.

Planning Bd. Approves Fence;
Postpones Site Plan Appeal

FANWOOD
POLICE BLOTTER

SATURDAY, JANUARY 31
• Police reported that three people

were injured shortly before 5 a.m. when
the car in which they were traveling struck
the rear of a garbage truck at the corner of
South and Martine Avenues.

Authorities said a Nissan Maxima
driven by Mark Wisniowski, 21, of South
Plainfield collided with the truck, which
was making a right hand turn from South
Avenue onto Martine Avenue.

Wisniowski was charged with careless
driving and with driving while intoxicated,
according to police. He was released on his
own recognizance.

He and passenger Ray Nichols, 22, also

of South Plainfield, were transported to
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center in
Plainfield, where they were treated and
later released, according to a hospital
spokesman.

A second passenger, Kisha Roman, 26,
of Elizabeth was taken to University
Hospital in Newark for treatment of a
head injury, a hospital spokesman con-
firmed. She was treated and released the
following day.

The driver of the garbage truck, Charles
Jones, Jr., 60, of Westfield was not injured
and was not charged, police said. The
truck is privately owned by a resident of
Warren.

FOOD FESTIVAL…Eighth-grade students at Terrill Middle School in Scotch
Plains enjoy a feast of international foods at the conclusion of each nine-week
cycle in Family and Consumer Education. The food was prepared by students,
with help from some of the parents, based on handed-down, family recipes.
Among the cultures represented were Greek, Italian, Polish, Irish, African-
American, Hungarian, Japanese, Chinese, Korean, French and English. Under
the direction of Mary Williams, Family and Consumer Education teacher, food
recipes are then stored on computer for later reference.

Dr. Feldman Is Recipient
Of Humanitarian Award

Dr. David L. Feldman of Scotch
Plains received the Aleh Foundation’s
Gold Humanitarian Award on January
11 at the Ocean Terrace ballroom in
Brooklyn.

Dr. Feldman received the award from
Stanley Brezenoff, President of
Maimonides Medical Center, where
Dr. Feldman is Regional Director of
the Departments of Plastic and Re-
constructive Surgery.

“Aleh has been advocating for
years that all children are special, re-
gardless of their abilities,” said Dr.
Feldman, who shared the honor with
his wife, Debra.

“In many ways it is my wife’s phil-
anthropic zeal that is most deserving
of our award. I am lucky to have this
tremendous inspiration so close to
me,” Dr. Feldman remarked.

The Aleh Foundation, with offices

in Bnei Brak, Israel, London and Brook-
lyn, supports centers serving brain
damaged children and their families in
Israel.

The foundation is planning to open
a similar center in Brooklyn in the near
future, according to a spokesman for
the organization.

ning and Adult Education School
Boards.

Freeholder Sullivan welcomed his
new colleagues, referring to the selec-
tion of the new Freeholders the previ-
ous weekend by the Union County
Democratic Committee as “excellent
choices” who replace two “fine Free-
holders” in Mr. McNeil and Ms. Cohen.

In other business, the board au-
thorized Mr. Lapolla to enter into a
contract with the state Department
of Transportation in the amount of
$100,000 for the replacement of a cul-
vert in Windsor Avenue in West-
field.

Among new board appointments
are Jerome D. Petti, an attorney and
former Union Mayor, named to the
$24,680 part-time position of Assis-
tant Union Counsel. Also, Edward
Kahn of Scotch Plains was named a
member of the Union County Utilities
Authority.

The board also introduced an ordi-
nance to amend the county adminis-
trative code by increasing the number
of members on the Union County
Improvement Authority from five to
nine members. A public hearing on
the ordinance is scheduled for Thurs-
day, February 19.

On another matter, Freeholder Linda
d. Stender, Fiscal Affairs Committee
Chairwoman, said she is working with
officials on developing a schedule of
meetings to review the county’s bud-
get which she referred to as “our vi-
sion statement for the year.”

Mrs. Stender, who served as board
Chairwoman last year, said she plans
to start holding meetings Wednes-
days nights beginning February 11

Children, Seniors Emphasized
By Freeholders Ruotolo, Mingo

and continuing into March.
Freeholder Stender said it is her

goal to once again lower the county’s
tax levy. Last year the board adopted
a spending plan with a .5 percent
decline in the tax levy.

The county’s reliance on property
taxes has continued to decrease, drop-
ping 19.4 percent since 1990.

Mr. Lapolla unveiled a county Ex-
ecutive Budget of $278.9 million on
January 15. Of that amount, $151.7
million is slated to be raised through
property taxes, the same as last year’s
adopted spending plan.

Freeholder Stender plans to have
the budget on the agenda for intro-
duction some time in March.

BUSINESSMAN APPOINTED…Dr.
Michael A. Pennella of Fanwood has
been appointed as a member of the
Board of Directors for the Hunterdon
County Chamber of Commerce, and
as a member of the Greater Raritan
Workforce Investment Board. He is
the President of VIA Data and Market-
ing Services, and serves as a Senior
Consultant for Shared Learning, both
located in Branchburg. Dr. Pennella is
also on the faculty of the Rutgers Uni-
versity Graduate School of Business.

Lynn Goslin Promoted
To Media Supervisor
Lynn Goslin of Scotch Plains has

been promoted to media supervisor
from media buyer/planner at Gianettino
& Meredith, Inc. in Short Hills.

In her new position, Ms. Goslin will
assume increased buying and negoti-
ating responsibilities for cable and
spot television, as well as radio and
print, on the Benjamin Moore and
Company, Northeast Chevrolet Area
Marketing Group and Bertolli Olive
Oil accounts, among others.

Ms. Goslin has been with the agency
for 13 years.

Dolores Bruschetti to Retire
From UCC After 22 Years

Dolores Bruschetti of Scotch Plains,
Vice President for Financial Affairs,
and Treasurer to the Board of Trust-
ees at Union County College (UCC),
retired from her position on Saturday,
January 31.

A UCC alumna, Ms. Bruschetti’s
career there spanned 22 years and
included numerous state committee
positions throughout her tenure.

She was the college’s first Vice Presi-
dent, the first female business officer
at a New Jersey community college,
and the first woman to chair the New
Jersey Community College Business
Officers Association.

After graduating fifth in her class
from Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School, Ms. Bruschetti earned an as-
sociate degree from UCC in 1968. Now
55, she joined the college staff in 1976
as a special projects accountant and
rose through the business affairs ranks
to Director and Executive Director
positions.

In 1991, she was appointed Acting

Vice President for financial affairs and
assumed the position of Vice Presi-
dent in that area the following year,
when she also became Treasurer to
the Board of Trustees.

Ms. Bruschetti received a Bach-
elor of Science Degree in Account-
ing in 1973 from Rutgers University,
and became employed the following
year as a staff accountant at Drew
University in Madison, where she
remained until taking her first posi-
tion at UCC.

She earned a Master of Business
Administration Degree in Finance in
1984 from Fairleigh Dickinson Univer-
sity in Rutherford.

Ms. Bruschetti was part of a team
that restructured the state’s auditing
principles and was instrumental in
designing and updating the college’s
facilities master plan at UCC.

Although retired, Ms. Bruschetti
said that higher education will con-
tinue to be a major priority in some
form in her life.

GOLDEN MOMENT…Dr. David L. Feldman and his wife, Debra, of Scotch
Plains display the Gold Humanitarian Award they recently received from the
Aleh Foundation. The foundation supports centers serving brain damaged
children and their families in Israel.

“We learn by example” is an old
saying that applies to many situa-
tions including the habit of saving.
Parents can influence their children at
an early age to begin saving by taking
their children to banks and other in-
vestment centers to view an actual
deposit, according to Dr. Karen Ensle
of the Rutgers Cooperative Extension
of Union County.

“Seeing is believing but actually
doing is even better. Why not involve
your children in developing their own
savings account,” said explained.

Young children can easily identify
a goal for saving and start a nickel and
dime savings program, Dr. Ensle ex-
plained. She recommends starting the
child out by placing a picture of their
goal on a small bank or coffee can.

Parents should encourage their kids
to place small amounts of money into
their “special” bank and work towards
achieving their goal. After their sav-
ings begin to grow, kids should be
rewarded with a trip to their favorite
store.

Parents may need to make several
trips to encourage their young sav-
ers, because this type of savings pro-
gram requires time and patience.

When children are about age 9,

Why Not Get Kids Involved
In Learning to Save Money

they may be ready for a trip to the bank
to officially open their own savings
account. They can learn how to com-
plete a deposit slip, hand the money to
the bank teller, and record their depos-
its.

“Their passbook account will serve
as a perfect record of their birthday
checks and money personally saved,”
said Dr. Ensle.

“As children become older, they
can begin to deposit more money and
watch the magic of compounding in-
terest. Try rewarding them to work
towards their goals by watching a set
saving amount (like five cents per
dollar). A challenge like this will en-
courage those young savers to work
towards their goal.

“As they work to meet your chal-
lenge, they will be developing the
habit of saving, Dr. Ensle noted.

This Money 2000 message is spon-
sored by Rutgers Cooperative Exten-
sion. Money 2000 is a program de-
signed to increase the financial well-
being of New Jersey residents through
increased savings and reduced house-
hold debt.

For further information about
Money 2000 and other educational
programs, please call (908) 654-9854.

Preventive auto maintenance can
save motorists long-term repair costs
and prolong their vehicle’s life, ac-
cording to the AAA (American Auto-
mobile Association) New Jersey Au-
tomobile Club.

“Motorists should consider hav-
ing their car serviced at periodic inter-
vals,” said Mike McQuoid, Approved
Auto Repair (AAR) program coordi-
nator for the auto club, based in
Florham Park.

“Having a car or truck inspected
regularly will help prevent small prob-
lems from blossoming into expensive
ones,” he explained.

How often should a automobile
have major service performed? One
should check their owner’s manual.
Most car manufacturers include a rec-
ommended maintenance schedule in
the manual. The most common inter-
val is every 30,000 miles.

The service technician will prob-
ably recommend changing the spark
plugs and filters and having a detailed
inspection of the different systems.

Also, be sure to question any rec-
ommendation that differs from the
checklist offered in the owner’s manual.

The most important factor in any
30,000-mile inspection is a visual ex-
amination of the brakes, exhaust sys-
tem, suspension, transmission, belts
and hoses.

Preventive Care Prolongs
Life of a Car, Saves Money

These expensive systems contain
inexpensive parts that could be easily
fixed or replaced if caught early, ac-
cording to the AAA. If they’re not
detected early on, the problem or prob-
lems could grow beyond remedy.

The big question is how much are
one is actually going to save by hav-
ing their car undergo a major service
inspection.

“It depends,” said Mr. McQuoid.
“An educated guess has most major
services costing between $250 and
$400, depending on the type of ve-
hicle you own. It’s not really that
exorbitant when comparing those
costs, for example, to the several hun-
dreds or even thousands that could
result from the deterioration of a trans-
mission due to poor maintenance.”

“And that’s only one particular com-
ponent. There are other costly parts in
your car like the suspension, exhaust
and cooling and heating systems.
Spending a few hundred dollars to fix
a small problem could save you thou-
sands in future repair costs,” he ex-
plained.

The automobile club, through of-
fices in Florham Park, Randolph,
Springfield and Verona, provides au-
tomotive, travel, financial, insurance,
legislative and educational services
to the residents of Essex, Morris and
Union Counties.
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Postpones Final Site Plan Appeal

students assume the roles of town-
ship Mayor, council members, Town-
ship Manager, Attorney and Clerk
during one or two meetings of the
governing body.

Next Tuesday, the students will
serve as officials in the televised coun-
cil meeting.

The council noted that when neigh-
boring Fanwood had an electrical
power outage last Thursday at about
6:30 p.m., the Scotch Plains fire and
police departments covered emer-
gency calls for the borough, delivered
an emergency generator to the
Fanwood Police Department, and also
directed traffic at intersections where
signals were out.

It was discovered that a downed
power line at Martine Avenue and
Sevelle Road caused the problem.
Power was restored an hour later.

Mr. Atkins said the incident was,
“A very, very serious problem. And it
was a classic example of towns work-
ing together.”

Township Council
Supports Resolution
Rejecting Contract
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Five Candidates
Considered by GOP

For SP Council

Lamberts Mill Road was approved by
the Board of Adjustment in 1984.

Next door to Lamberts Mill Village,
approval was granted in the early
1990s for 26 single family homes in
Glen Eagle Estates.

One of the biggest new develop-
ments, Stirling Chase, was constructed
on the site of Ponderosa Farms, the
Sevell property along Martine Av-
enue.

Originally zoned for single family
homes on one acre, Saugatuck Asso-
ciates received approval in 1988 to
build three homes on one acre for a
total of 108 homes on 36 acres.

Scotch Plains Township Manager
Thomas E. Atkins shared his
thoughts about the housing develop-
ments, which have brought hundreds
of new families into the community,
primarily on the south side of town.

“Mount Laurel was like a sword
over our heads,” Mr. Atkins said, in
explaining how the township came to
approve the major zoning changes of
the late 1980s.

He referred to the New Jersey Coun-
cil on Affordable Housing (COAH)
regulations which told local munici-
palities exactly how many units of
low-to-moderate income housing they
must have.

Mr. Atkins explained that, if the
township had not negotiated an agree-
ment with Saugatuck to build as it did
on the Sevell property, Scotch Plains
could have seen hundreds of multiple
family housing units (10 to 12 per acre)
built there in lieu of the existing single-
family homes.

“Instead of 120 homes, we could
have been looking at 500 units, 20
percent of which would have been
low-to-moderate income housing,”
said Mr. Atkins.

The agreement which Scotch Plains
struck with Saugatuck called for the
builder to pay the township $36,000
for each extra unit per acre. In allowing
three homes per acre, instead of one,
the township permitted the builder to
construct 72 extra houses, at $36,000
apiece, for a total of $2.59 million.

Under the Regional Contribution
Agreement (RCA) provision of COAH,
Scotch Plains was able to transfer up to
half of its low-to-moderate housing
obligation to the City of Linden for the
rehabilitation and refurbishing of dete-

riorated housing there.
Scotch Plains officials used the

$2.59 million from Saugatuck to help
fund the RCA with Linden. Additional
moneys from the construction of 120
Berwyck Chase homes on 40 of the 70
acres on Alberts Farm, and 16 homes
on Shirewood, were used in the same
way.

Though he acknowledged that the
arrival of “Mt. Laurel” legislation was
a hard time for the township, Mr.
Atkins said, “I never looked back and
shed one tear. Things turned out as
positively as they could to keep the
character of Scotch Plains. We did
what we could to protect existing
neighborhoods...and got great people
(as a result of the new development).”

At October 15, 1997, the official
count of students in Scotch Plains-
Fanwood schools totaled 4,234 chil-
dren, including pre-school handi-
capped, Pervasive Developmental
Disorder and Title I students. These
numbers are spread across one high
school, two middle schools and five
elementary schools.

School administrators and board
members share parents’ concerns
about maintaining reasonable class
sizes while accommodating more el-
ementary students.

Six modular classrooms are on or-
der to ease the burden at three of these
elementary schools: Coles, Evergreen
and School One. Preliminary projec-
tions for the 1998-1999 school year,
however, indicate additional space
might be needed as the “baby boom
echo” passes through these grades.

In keeping with the board’s stand-
ing decision not to launch a building
program, the administration recently
recommended consolidating the
district’s Pre-Kindergarten classes at
Park Middle School where space is
available.

*  *  *  *  *
Editor’s Note: In the second seg-

ment of this historical perspective on
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood schools,
The Times will present Superinten-
dent of Schools Dr. Carol B. Choye’s
insight as to how the district’s use of
its facilities has evolved over the
years, and how the district is prepar-
ing to effectively meet the needs of
students at every level.

Times Begins Series on History
Of Rising Student Population
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