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Senator Torricelli, Guests
Mark Mayor’s First Year

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
A SPECIAL MOMENT...Taking time for a photo opportunity during last
Sunday’s event honoring Westfield Mayor Thomas C. Jardim, center, are
Fanwood Mayor Maryanne S. Connelly and United States Senator Robert G.
Torricelli, the keynote speaker.

Union County Clerk
Issues ’98 Brochure

Concerning Elections
Union County Clerk Joanne

Rajoppi has issued a 1998 Election
Dates brochure as a public informa-
tion service to residents in Union
County.

The brochure is available free of
charge at area libraries, municipal
clerk offices and the Office of
County Clerk.

“We’re pleased to provide a cal-
endar of school board, special
school board, primary and general
election information to residents,”
Ms. Rajoppi said, “to alert voters to
important deadlines for registering
and applying for absentee ballots.”

This is the second year the Clerk
has issued the public service bro-
chure, which she noted is espe-
cially helpful because of the addi-
tional special school elections.

In addition, voters are alerted to
other informational resources, such
as the New Jersey Election Law
Enforcement Commission, the
Union County Board of Elections
and New Jersey Division of Elec-
tion for election forms and informa-
tion on voting registration.

Voters may request a copy of the
brochure by calling the County
Clerk’s office at (908) 527-4998.

More than 150 well-wishers at-
tended a reception at Ken Marcotte
restaurant on February 1 to honor
Mayor Thomas C. Jardim’s first year
in office.

United States Senator Robert G.
Torricelli was the keynote speaker.
Also in attendance were elected offi-
cials from across the state.

Senator Torricelli spoke of the tri-
umphs of the 20th century and en-
couraged those present to remain
active in civic affairs.

In particular, he noted the impor-
tance of electing new and young lead-
ers and cited Mayor Jardim’s leader-
ship on transportation and Raritan
Valley Line commuter issues as a re-
cent success story.

“Men and women like Tom Jardim will
lead us into the next century,” he said.

Other officials attending included
Woodbridge Mayor and former gu-
bernatorial candidates, James E.
McGreevey and Michael Murphy,
newly-installed Freeholder Mary
Ruotolo of Westfield, County Coun-
sel-designee and former Freeholder
Carol I. Cohen of Westfield, Freeholder
Alexander Mirabella, Freeholder
Chester Holmes, Freeholder Chairman
Daniel P. Sullivan and Union County
Clerk Joanne Rajoppi.

Also attending were Mayors J.
Christian Bollwage of Elizabeth, David
Wright of Winfield Park and
Maryanne S. Connelly of Fanwood.
Mayor Connelly will be challenging
Republican Congressman Robert D
Franks for his Seventh District seat
this November.

Westfield Councilman John J.
Walsh and Lawrence A. Goldman were
also present. Mr. Goldman, who also
serves as Chairman of the Westfield
Democratic Town Committee, said he
was very pleased by the public re-
sponse to the event.

“We’ve come a long way from the

days when a gathering of Westfield
Democrats meant a meeting in
someone’s living room,” he said. “It’s
gratifying to have a United States
Senator and other elected officials
support our efforts to revitalize West-
field government.”

“I am honored that Senator Torricelli
and so many others could take time on
Sunday to recognize the work we have
been doing in Westfield,” said Mayor
Jardim.

“Over the coming year we will be
focusing more attention on our efforts
to bring new ideas and new energy to
Westfield government,” he stated.

Senator Torricelli was in a jovial
mood during his address in support of
Mayor Jardim’s accomplishments.

He praised Democrats for restoring
the two-party system at the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
— “eastern versus western county
Democrats.”

He further quipped that the vagar-
ies of voting can be described by a
story from Adalai Stevenson during
his Presidential run. A lady purport-
edly told Senator Stevenson that he
was sure to win because he’ll receive
every thinking person’s vote.

Senator Stevenson turned to the
lady and said, “Madam, you don’t
understand. I need a majority.”

Senator Torricelli made a special
point to welcome his friend Union
County Manager Michael J. Lapolla
to his new home in Westfield.

During a group discussion, Sena-
tor Torricelli confessed that the last
10 days in Washington, D.C. have
been quite harried for government.
He said he was quite relieved now
that the American public has sky-
rocketed President Bill Clinton’s ap-
proval rating in apparent rebuff of
the media.

Now, the government can get back
to work, he stated.

Children, Seniors Among Emphasis
Of Freeholders Ruotolo and Mingo

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Union County Democrats wel-
comed the newest members of the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders, Mary P. Ruotolo of West-
field and Louis Mingo, Jr., of Plainfield,
to the board during a ceremony held
prior to the regular Freeholder meet-
ing.

The two new board members re-
place Carol I. Cohen of Westfield,
who will assume the County Counsel
post this Sunday, February 8, and
Walter D. McNeil, who resigned in
December to become City Adminis-
trator in Plainfield under the new ad-
ministration of Mayor Al McWilliams.

The newest Freeholders both prom-
ised to put the well-being of children
and senior citizens at the top of their
agenda.

Following her oath of office by
Fanwood Municipal Judge Susan
MacMullen, the wife of County Man-
ager Michael J. Lapolla, Mrs. Ruotolo
promised to work “diligently on con-
tinuing to provide an improved qual-
ity of life” for all county residents.

The new Freeholder, who in effect
replaces Ms. Cohen who is also a
Westfield resident, promised to
“serve honestly and to be open to the
opinions of those concerned.”

She ensured the board and all those
present of her “deep commitment and
concern for all the people of Union
County.”

She said she looks forward to “join-
ing my colleagues on the board in
their efforts to maintain Union
County’s leading role in economic
development. We must continue to
make our county a place where people
want to live and do business.”

Mrs. Ruotolo, the widow of the late
Union County Prosecutor Andrew K.

Ruotolo, thanked her children
Lyndsay, 15, Andrew, 12, and Jayne, 9,
for giving her the encouragement she
needed to find the strength “to con-
tinue on life’s journey.”

The new Freeholder serves as an
executive board member of the West-
field Parent-Teacher Organization. In
this regard, Mrs. Ruotolo said she is
“excited at the opportunity to work
with Freeholder Chairman Dan Sullivan
on his matching grant program Ac-
cess 2000, which will put a computer in
every Union County classroom by the
end of 2000.”

She promised to ensure that the
county offers the “best recreational
facilities in New Jersey.”

Among those officials she acknowl-
edged were County Manager Michael
J. Lapolla and Ms. MacMullen, both
former Assistant Prosecutors under
her late husband. Mr. Lapolla was First
Assistant Prosecutor.

Freeholder Ruotolo worked as a
teacher’s assistant in Kindergarten
classes in the Westfield public school
system last year.

In addition, she serves as a Girl
Scout Troop Leader and as a Den Co-
Leader for the Boy Scouts.

Freeholder Mingo, after officially
being sworn into office by State As-
semblyman Gerald B. Green, said he
was “grateful” to be given the oppor-
tunity to serve on the Chosen Board of
Freeholders.

“Let each of you know that I under-
stand where the power and authority
for this responsibility lies — which is
with the people,” he emphasized.

Noting that his new role as Free-
holder will “likely be the most chal-
lenging venture” of his life, he said he
is not afraid but excited at that pros-
pect.

He joked that despite a successful
career in information management and
computer networking with NYNEX,
he never got the opportunity to get
into the field of human resources.

“In many ways, my prayers have
been answered,” he said, noting that
as a Freeholder he will now have the
opportunity to fulfill this desire.

Among his goals as a Freeholder
are offering more attention to senior
citizens. He also said that children
need more discipline. Also on his wish
list are preventing youth from becom-
ing criminals and trying to help senior
citizens from becoming crime victims
of juveniles.

Freeholder Mingo said he will work
for improved health care for seniors
and better recreational facilities for
kids.

“I feel I am in the right place, at the
right time, with the right people — and
I believe I’m the right man for the job,”
he stated.

Freeholder Ruotolo also empha-
sized the importance of helping the
county’s senior citizens, noting that,
“it is with deep appreciation of Union
County’s rich past and strong present
that I am setting my sights firmly on
the future.”

Freeholder Mingo is a former Asso-
ciate Director for Corporate Services
at NYNEX.

He is an advocate of youth pro-
grams, organizing Plainfield’s first
Junior Development Tennis Pro-
gram and serves on the Plainfield
Area Youth Development Tennis
Association. He is also a founding
member of the Plainfield Minority
Golf Association.

Mr. Mingo also serves on the city’s
Economic Development Council, Plan
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Summit Nature Club
To Meet February 19
The Summit Nature Club will

meet Thursday evening, February
19, at 7:45 p.m., at the Trailside
Nature & Science Center, located
at Coles Avenue and New Provi-
dence Road in Mountainside.

The speaker, Nancy Slowik, will
give a slide presentation entitled
“Birds of the Greenbrook Sanctu-
ary.” She has been the director of
this sanctuary in Palisades Inter-
state Park since 1989 and is an
Interpretive Naturalist for the Na-
tional Park Service and a co-direc-
tor and founder of the Native Plant
Center of the New York City Parks
Department, propagating and re-
storing native plants in New York
City parks.

She is a biologist and has a Mas-
ters of Administration Degree in
Environmental Science.


