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Maybe You�ve Got Mail is really
the work of aliens. A purported ro-
mantic comedy, it plays as if it were
created in a test tube, manufactured
by some form of intelligence com-
pletely unfamiliar with that most
basic, but also most mysterious, of
human emotions � love.

Sporting a glittering assemblage
of familiar ingredients, including
Tom Hanks and Meg Ryan as the
darling contentious couple most likely
to sign pre-nuptial agreements be-
fore the closing credits, writer-direc-
tor Nora Ephron�s synthetic effort
has only an ambitious mood and a
smattering of sweet moments to rec-
ommend it.

A bit past the half-way mark of this
filmic love affair, the sad realization
sets in: no way is this the real thing.
And there�s still 40 minutes left.

Although crediting Ernst
Lubitsch�s 1940 film, The Shop
Around the Corner, as its pedigreed
source of inspiration, structurally
the computer-age update more
readily recalls Pillow Talk (1959).
In that fluffy contribution to the
genre, songwriter Rock Hudson
(Brad Allen a.k.a. Rex Stetson) and
interior decorator Doris Day (Jan
Morrow) despise each other on the
telephone party line they share, but
in person are smitten with each
other�s aliases.

In You�ve Got Mail, buoyed by the
security of anonymous computer con-
versation, Kathleen Kelly (Meg Ryan)
and Joe Fox (Tom Hanks) are sweet-
hearts online; neither knows, at least
not yet, that in real life they are bitter
business enemies.

Ms. Ephron�s mostly derivative,
traditional-until-it-hurts effort does
little more than acknowledge the
change from telephone to computers
(in the Lubitsch original, the two
employees of the same retail estab-
lishment are clandestine pen pals) as
the medium for their tête-à-tête.

That she hardly explores the serio-
comic possibilities of secret
cyberspace relationships is both a
missed opportunity and a socio-cul-
tural shame. Kathleen and Joe might
as well be communicating with quill
and parchment. Story twists are trite
and formulaic. And there is no inter-
esting sub-text worth mentioning.

However, as a piece of side busi-
ness, the fact that both Joe�s tycoon
dad (Dabney Coleman) and his
equally tycoon granddad (John
Randolph) have young children does
produce a hearty laugh or two about
trophy wives and wither goest the
American family.

But there are great production val-
ues, including fine photography and
mood-evoking music. And until you
find it out, You�ve Got Mail�s prom-
ise of everlasting love delivered in
the utopian atmosphere of a cultur-
ally vibrant Upper West Side of New
York City is seductive.

You so much want to like this
movie. And at first blush, why
shouldn�t it work? Meg Ryan, as the
owner of an haute couture children�s
book shop purveying to the carriage
trade, is the type of dedicated, inde-
pendent shopkeeper who restores your
faith in humanity.

Here comes Tom Hanks as Joe Fox,
of Fox Books, as in conglomerate,
chain store, discounting, eat-up-all-
the competition Fox Books. Well,
he�ll come around and see the error
of his greedy ways, won�t he? There�s
the rub. And that�s where Ms.
Ephron�s writing and Mr. Hanks�
inevitably confused interpretation of
the same go askew.

While Mr. Hanks gives it the old
college try, his business bully has
apparently landed in the wrong film.
Sans a character-building epiphany
(strangely absent here), by most movie
criteria Joe Fox is, in the very least, a
distasteful sort. And by the much
stricter standards of romantic com-
edy, he is a villain, whether on line or
in person. Hanks comes across more
like the fellow the leading lady should
be running from rather than to.

Oddly, nay, incongruously, on sec-
ond thought both would-be lovers
seem more properly matched to the
respective live-ins they disparage than
to each other.

Greg Kinnear is droll as Kathleen�s
beau, Frank, a foppish columnist ply-
ing his muckraking wiles at a New
York weekly. And icy Parker Posey
as a shamelessly self-effacing corpo-
rate book publishing shark is more
correctly suited to boyfriend Joe Fox
than Kathleen.

A more sophisticated script might
have allowed for a philosophical rec-
onciliation between Mr. Fox�s busi-
ness ethics and his heart. Unchecked,
the book store bigwig�s plans can
only prove cataclysmic to the object
of his affection.

What makes it worse, Ms. Ryan�s
outdated portrayal of the all-Ameri-
can girl doesn�t work in this cut-
throat scenario. She is the sorrowful

mark, the victim. It doesn�t look good
on her, and it makes us feel bad.

More curious, You�ve Got Mail is
surprisingly short on the love quo-
tient.

What wooing goes on is bereft of
convincing sentiment. Ephron pep-
pers the tale with the fanciful ear-
marks of the attempted genre, like
one inspired scene when an infatu-
ated Kathleen is treated to the dance
of a butterfly on the subway. But lip
service does not a romantic comedy
make.

Searing, avante garde ruminations
are doubtfully the filmmaker�s in-
tent.

Admittedly, she was just trying to
breathe new life into an old affaire de
coeur. But inadvertently, perhaps even
subconsciously, Ms. Ephron�s half-
baked script is declaring that these
are the commerce-driven 90s; if you
want love, accept it according to the
prevailing realities. Well, we�ll do no
such thing, thank you.

As it stands, You�ve Got Mail just
doesn�t get the message right.

*  *  *  *  *
You�ve Got Mail, rated PG, is a

Warner Brothers film release directed
by Nora Ephron and stars Meg Ryan,
Tom Hanks, and Greg Kinnear. Run-
ning time: 110 minutes.

CAJUN
Our explanation of the word �Cajun�

will sound more like a history lesson
than an etymological one, but etymol-
ogy and history are frequently one and
the same.

Let us be your guide as we trace the
migrations of a people and the evolu-
tion of the word now used to describe
their culture.

When the English obtained the area
now known as Nova Scotia from the
French, it was called Acadia, a Mic
Mac Indian named for the region.

In 1775, faced with the imminence of
war with France, the British decided to
deport the 10,000 French Acadians to
new locations ranging from Maine to
Louisiana.

While Acadian was used to describe
all of these French deportees, the word
has been corrupted to Cajun and, today,
refers particularly to those Acadians
who settled in Louisiana and to persons
related to a Louisianian of Acadian
ancestry. Cajun is also used to describe
a French dialect of Louisiana.

The sad story of the Acadian deporta-
tion is captured in Longfellow�s im-
mortal poem, �Evangeline � The Tale of
Acadia.� Perhaps you recall its haunt-
ing opening lines:

�This is the forest primeval. The
murmuring pines and the hemlock.�

Cajun is occasionally confused with
the word �Creole,� which is the hot
subject of another etymological jour-
ney.

News Sources Continue to Help Us Present
Our Readers With Quality Newspapers

Fifty-two times a year, The Westfield Leader and
its sister paper, The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood,
publishes an edition. While some weeks generate a
number of news stories, other times of the year are
light. But all in all, this newspaper continually looks
to put out a quality product week after week.

While municipal meetings and sporting events
generate a good deal of news, we also count on
various individuals who contact us with news leads
to keep us informed about happenings which we may
not be aware of. News angles with a local twist are
of particular interest to us for possible publication.

For instance, one of our reporters was assigned to
write a feature article about a local photographic
historian whose book detailed the second 100 years
of American history. Another recent feature spot-
lighted actress and Westfield High School graduate
Susan Wood, who is making her mark in Hollywood.
Then, of course, there were the letters sent to us
regarding noise and lighting complaints associated
with the Bowcraft amusement park on Route No. 22,
which led to our front page story last week.

Throughout the year, our news tipsters call or
write, some even from out-of-state, to inform us of
a potential story.

We depend on town and school officials to help us
complete our stories on local government and educa-
tion by filling in the gaps and thus informing the
public. The municipal clerks, Joy Vreeland in West-
field, Barbara Riepe in Scotch Plains, Eleanor
McGovern in Fanwood, Judith Osty in Mountainside
and Freeholder Clerk M. Elizabeth Genievich, are
usually our first sources for filling in the blanks in
news stories.

Also, municipal administrators, Edward A. Gottko
in Westfield, Thomas E. Atkins in Scotch Plains,
Mrs. McGovern in Fanwood, Gregory Bonin in
Mountainside, and Union County Manager Michael
J. LaPolla, have always been available to answer
questions regarding action taken by and/or topics
before governing bodies.

Also of assistance to us over the past year have
been Martha Kieltka, administrative assistant to Mr.

Gottko and Mayor Thomas C. Jardim; Kathleen
Neville and Colleen Meyer in the Westfield Build-
ing/Public Works Department; Ruth Page, secretary
to the Fanwood Planning Board, and others within
the Borough Clerk�s office; Michael Murray and the
staff in the Union County Public Information Office,
and Carolyn Sorge and the staff in the Scotch Plains
Manager�s Office.

At the local school district offices, we would like
to thank Lorre Korecky in Westfield and Kathleen L.
Meyer in Scotch Plains-Fanwood for their assis-
tance as we seek to gain insight into school board
issues.

The Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce, Down-
town Westfield Corporation and Scotch Plains Busi-
ness and Professional Association deserve a pat on
the back as well for the time and assistance on stories
they have allotted our reporters, and for generally
doing all they can to make our downtowns vibrant
shopping areas.

The local Rotary Clubs in Westfield, Fanwood-
Scotch Plains and Mountainside, as well as the
Historical Societies in Westfield and Scotch Plains
and Fanwood have continually informed us of inter-
esting guest speakers and/or events they are plan-
ning, some of which we have sent a reporter and/or
photographer to cover.

In this editorial, we have included just a few of the
many individuals who have helped us out over the
past year. We, of course, thank all who have pro-
vided information to us, either on the telephone or
via press releases or letters-to-the-editor, for helping
us provide a quality newspaper for the communities
we serve.

Anyone with a news lead is invited to call us at
(908) 232-4407, or E-mail us at press@goleader.com.

This year was another success for us as we began
coverage of Mountainside and, in addition, opened
an office in Scotch Plains. As we head into a new
year, the last of the 1990s, we will continue to
provide comprehensive coverage of news events in
our region. That is one New Year�s resolution that
will be kept.

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 2pm

How To Reach Us
E-Mail - press@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407
Mail-PO Box 250, Westfield 07091
PO Box 368, Scotch Plains 07076
In Person - 50 Elm St., Westfield
SP Office - 1906 Bartle Avenue,

       Scotch Plains

For our complete editorial policiesFor our complete editorial policiesFor our complete editorial policiesFor our complete editorial policiesFor our complete editorial policies
request a copy of our Policy Guiderequest a copy of our Policy Guiderequest a copy of our Policy Guiderequest a copy of our Policy Guiderequest a copy of our Policy Guide

Submittal Formats
Photos - B/W and Color

No Panoramic or Polaroid
Typed, not handwritten
Upper and lower case

Need name & daytime phone

Reason for Clinton Impeachment
Must Be More Clearly Defined

I hope that a majority of your read-
ers do not share the views of the
December 24 letter that equates im-
peachment with a coup d�etat and
states that this is all about sex.

If President Clinton were to leave
office, he would be replaced by Demo-
crat Al Gore. If that is a Republican
coup d�etat, it is poorly conceived.

President Clinton has demon-
strated under oath that his first re-
sponse, his instinct, is to lie. If he is
removed from office, it will be for
lying under oath and displaying con-
tempt for the rule of law and the
American judicial process.

When our Senators prevent this
from happening, as everyone expects
them to, what does anyone suggest
that I tell my children about truth,
justice and the American way? Talk
of elections and public opinion polls
and �just sex� will leave a gap that no
good civics lesson can bridge.

Whatever they do, we need our
Senators to explain their positions,
and to justify their actions in words
that we can use with our own chil-
dren. That, I think, is what we are
paying them for.

David B. Foltz
Westfield

Town Council Should Govern Itself
With Greater Civility and Ethics

Westfield is a blessed community.
From our public schools, to our vi-
brant downtown, to our charitable,
religious and business organizations
� excellence abounds. Throughout
the state, towns look to Westfield as
a shining example of �community�
at its finest.

So why is it that our Town Council
seems unable to reach consensus on
issues of importance without name-
calling, vilification and petty, parti-
san bickering?

Our mayor and town council-per-
sons are each fine individuals with
the best of intentions. For only $1 per
year, they spend countless hours in
the evenings, away from their fami-
lies, striving to make Westfield an
even better place to live, work and
raise a family. I have great respect for
all of our local elected officials, past
and present, Democrat and Republi-
can.

Recently, the propriety of political
patronage has taken center stage at
town council meetings, as reason-
able persons question whether the
best interests of Westfield are being
put first. Issues such as the town
budget and parking crisis loom on
the horizon.

Certainly, there will be issues upon
which reasonable and well-inten-
tioned people disagree. This ability
to disagree and debate is the essence
of our democracy. At times, we may

Local Thrift Shop Calls
Donations �Generous�
The 56 volunteers of The Thrift Shop

in Scotch Plains wish to thank the people
of the communities for their generous
donations.

The fine items of family clothing and
small household things received have
sold easily. Your generosity will enable
us to pass on our profits to local scholar-
ships and worthy charities.

Fanwood Scotch Plains
Service League

Dorothy Bandola
Publicity

find another�s viewpoint to be repug-
nant, but we must not confuse a
person�s view on an issue, with the
person himself.

As humans we all make mistakes,
myself included. It is, however, my
hope that 1999 brings greater civil-
ity, respect and ethics to Westfield
town government to match the excel-
lence of our community at large.

Kenneth B. Rotter
Westfield

Irina Avram Promoted
To Cadet Captain Rank

WESTFIELD � Norwich Univer-
sity in Vermont has announced that
Irina Avram of Westfield has been
promoted to the rank of Cadet Cap-
tain in the Norwich University Corps
of Cadets for the 1998-1999 aca-
demic year.

By HORACE R. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

At this time of year, most people con-
template what�s ahead and rationalize
the unpredictable. As Yogi supposedly
said, �It�s difficult to predict the future
because of the uncertainty.� I�m optimis-
tic about 1999, but I�m convinced things
will be a little crazy.

There will be changes and surprises.
But, that�s not unusual. The citizens
in our communities will handle mat-
ters. They are confident. But, people
are skeptical of messes outside of this
region.

For the towns in this area, 1999 will be
dynamic. However, restructuring will
occur. It will require broad thinking and
direct actions. New paths that have been
set in motion will be implemented, such
as the expenditures in our schools. Things
that didn�t work out so well will be fixed,
such as downtown business mixes. Mat-
ters we�ve chosen to ignore will be ad-
dressed, such as town information direc-
tories, web sites and (Westfield and
Scotch Plains, Fanwood) public access
television programming.

Many of the forecasts of this column
from last year are applicable to 1999,
since the timeline has been slower than
anticipated. From the January 1, 1998
edition of this newspaper:

�...1998 will be a period of dichotomy
as we react to bolster our institutions and
traditions in the face of transformation.
We will be compelled to reach out and
join with the activities of others more
than ever before. As the issues and chal-
lenges expand, we will be faced with
�defining a vision� for our communities.
For unless we can find consensus in a
vision, we will become confused. In any
case, we will apply considerable energy
and resources to our many challenges.
Locally, hot issues will involve taxes,
education, computers, electronic com-
munication, trash incinerator debt, mer-
chant dilemmas, traffic, parking, airplane
noise, child daycare, elderly care and
corporate employment stability.�

�...In 1998, taxes will go up; but gov-
ernment will be more creative in disguis-
ing it. Governments will reach out more
to involve the public. The public will get
more involved. Elections and campaigns
will be very active. County and state
political parties will become increas-
ingly involved in local affairs. At the
county level, a Freeholder will resign
during the first quarter (1998) to assume
a top post.�

�...In 1998, the economy will stay
about the same, �good but with shades
of hazy.� Family incomes will remain
satisfactory. Local merchants will expe-
rience good results as downtown growth
continues. However, business turnovers
will continue as the best composition
has yet to be determined. Quimby and
Elm Streets in Westfield will be closed
to traffic on weekends to establish a
pedestrian mall.�

�...In 1998, Scotch Plains will expand
its retail store business. Mountainside
and Garwood business districts will flour-
ish. Clark will become a mall center at
Central Avenue and Raritan Road.
Cranford will take new initiatives to
establish its identity. Medium-sized pro-
fessional businesses will accelerate
throughout the region.�

�...In 1998, sports and extracurricular
activities will be a bonanza. School sports
will be at their pinnacle. Summer sports,
particularly softball, will experience their
highest participation ever, as middle age
paunches roll �round the bases. Bowling
will be dropped from high school as our
last local bowling establishment will be
converted to a mall.�

�...In 1998, the education system will
be tugged at from many directions.
Changes are imminent but they will be
hard fought as the institutions resist. E-
mail will become commonplace for ad-
ministrators, teachers, parents and stu-
dents. Compatible databases and com-
puter systems will be installed so that
schools can communicate with each other.
You�ll be able to review your child�s
lesson plan on the Internet. Reading,
writing, arithmetic and science will be
given increased emphasis as a require-
ment for graduation. Our dedication to
music, arts and community service will
remain high.�

��In 1998, the biggest problem will
be to connect those who wish to volun-
teer or participate with appropriate orga-
nizations. Family, ethics, morals and val-
ues will be given increasing attention. A
breakthrough will occur on the plans for
direct train service to Manhattan. Our
quality of life will rise more through
intellectual satisfaction than through
material gain.�

Well, we didn�t define a vision for our
communities in 1998, so events such as
business turnovers, the realities of tax
increases, economic merry-go-rounds and
employment instability will force us to
address this in 1999. Direct train service
to Manhattan does not appear to be a near
term reality. We�ll still have high school
bowling, although Clark Lanes did close
down prior to the building of mall. One
elected Freeholder didn�t resign � two
did.

In 1999, little news will be in the
forefront in education, as the public school
systems have been given everything they
asked for in 1998. They will remain �low
key� as they apply the gained resources.
Hard as they try, their system will not be
able to move fast enough or effective
enough in 1999 to achieve what was
hoped for in 1998. That is: �E-mail will
become commonplace for administra-
tors, teachers, parents and students.
Compatible databases and computer sys-
tems will be installed so that schools can
communicate with each other. You�ll be
able to review your child�s lesson plan on
the Internet. Reading, writing, arithmetic
and science will be given increased em-
phasis as a requirement for graduation.�
However, public access television will
feature an abundance of �school music,
sports and arts� as this media attempts to
develop.

In 1999, sports and extracurricular
activities will be an even bigger bonanza
than it was in 1998. The big event will be
Scotch Plains challenging Westfield,
which holds a national record of 42
straight years of county swimming cham-
pions. I predict Westfield a winner in a
thriller.

In 1999, politics will reach a fever
pitch. The Westfield Democrats will move
in for the final kill. They will take over all
aspects of the town for the first time in
history. The Republicans are unprepared
to stop it. Only Republican council seats
are up for reelection in 1999. One loss,
and the Democrats are in complete charge.
It�s winner take all, and forget about any
talk of bi-partisan cooperation.

In Scotch Plains, the stunning win for
the Democrats gives them a 3-2 majority,
and it�s winner take all going on there
now. Everything is being changed. But,
that�s the reality of politics and of our
democratic system. Given that the Demo-
crats have absolute control of the county
government, we wish them luck and hope
they succeed with good government in
our towns.

And it should be interesting as our
successful politicians prepare to move
up. Republicans, including Congress-
man Bob Franks and State Senate Presi-
dent Donald T. DiFrancesco, are likely
to vie for the governorship. For this to
happen, they will need to make deci-
sions in 1999.

Successful Westfield Mayor, Demo-
crat Thomas C. Jardim, will need to
consider his next advancement. We pre-
dict it will be to vie for Bob Franks� seat
in the United States Congress. This move
will be made easier if Congressman
Franks gains the Republican nod to run
for Governor.

Assemblyman Richard H. Bagger of
Westfield is an outstanding public ser-
vant and a rising political star. He serves
as Chairman of the State Appropriations
Committee, a powerful position. How-
ever, he�s still young enough to stay put.
No surprises are expected from him in
1999.

Daniel P. Sullivan, 1998 Union County
Freeholder Chairman, did an outstand-
ing job which positions him for advance-
ment. Although he is a professional with
AT&T and will remain there, something
is in the works for him.

The safest prediction is that the most
important things to occur next year are
not listed in this article.

What do you think? Email me -
horace@goleader.com

horace@goleader.com

Forecasts for the Year 1999:
Trends, Guesses and Hopes


