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ANGEL,
EVANGELIST

At some point on the colorful pal-
ette of religious history, painters of
spiritual themes decided to affix
wings to their artistic portrayals of
celestial messengers.

While from that point on, the word
�angel� has been taken to mean �di-
vine messenger,� angels were not
always divine. Rather, �angel� is
derived from the Greek word
�angelikos,� meaning, simply, �mes-
senger.�

Meanwhile, back here on earth,
the word we currently use to describe
a secular messenger of the divine
word, �evangelist,� is also derived
from angelikos.

In the case of evangelist, evangeli-
cal, et al, the Greek prefix �eu-,�
meaning �good� (later changed to
the Latin ev-) was added to angel,
thereby expanding the literal defini-
tion to �good messenger.� Accord-
ingly, an evangelist is �one who zeal-
ously spreads the gospel.�

There you have the �good news�
about angel and evangelist. We hope
you got the message.

We Thank Exiting Officials for Service;
Look for Downtown Improvements in �99

As Christmas approaches this Friday, and with
Hanukkah now passed, it is important that we re-
member the critical issues and events that occurred
over the past year. In today�s issue we have summa-
rized the first half of the year in the towns we cover.
(Mountainside will be in next week�s issue). We
encourage our readers to recall with us the many
interesting news stories covered by The Westfield
Leader and The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
over the past year.

At this time, we would like to take the opportunity
to wish the best to those officials who will be leaving
office at the end of this year. In Westfield, Gail S.
Vernick will be leaving the Town Council after four
years. Meanwhile, in Fanwood, longtime Council-
man Bruce H. Walsh is retiring from the governing
body after 10 years of service, the past three as
Council President.

In Scotch Plains, Mayor Joan Papen, Council-
woman Irene T. Schmidt, and Councilman Robert E.
Johnston are leaving the governing body after many
years of service to the township. Also exiting is
Donald T. DiFrancesco as Township Attorney, a
position he has held the past 16 years. Westfield
Town Attorney Charles H. Brandt is leaving after
two decades in his current position.

Mountainside Councilman David M. Hart is retir-
ing after a long tenure of service to the Borough
Council and, before that, the now defunct Regional
Board of Education.

We thank these officials for the years they have put
in to make our towns a better place to live.

As we enter the last year of this decade, our hope
is that our local political parties can work together to
achieve united solutions to the many issues facing our
towns. Our Governor has promised to put property
taxes at the top of her agenda.

Mr. DiFrancesco, in his other role as State Senate
President, has said municipal aid to towns will head
the list on his 1999 Senate agenda. Any reduction in
these funds, especially below the cost of living, will
result in an increase in property taxes unless towns
can offset this loss through other sources of revenue.
A bi-partisan solution to this issue is of utmost
importance in 1999.

As we await the new year, let us try to focus on the
efforts our communities are making to concentrate on
our business districts through the spirit of
volunteerism.

We, at The Westfield Leader and The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood, wish our readers a safe,
happy and healthy holiday season.

2 & 1/2 popcorns
What�s this? Hippies in the 23rd cen-

tury? Has Captain Jean-Luc Picard and
his illustrious Starship Enterprise crew
stumbled upon a lost colony of flower
children?

Are these gentle souls the descendants
of the Love Generation, secretly living
their lives in the far reaches of the galaxy
after making a wrong turn in 1969 at the
corner of Haight and Ashbury? Literally,
no. metaphorically, of course.

The peace-loving folk in Star Trek:
Insurrection reside in a virtual Valhalla,
tucked away on the rough fringes of the
universe in an otherwise inhospitable
area known as the briar patch. They may
be called the Ba�Ku, but all they�re miss-
ing is the tie-dyed outfits. Artisan-farm-
ers, they have mastered and then rejected
technology.

�You�ve achieved warp?� Picard asks
incredulously.

Yup, been there, did that, got the t-
shirt, relates potential love interest Anij
(Donna Murphy), although she explains
it in the more highly evolved, politely
condescending manner of the Ba�Ku.

These intergalactic philosophers serve
as a perfectly dramatic contrast to Picard�s
pushy Federation gang, whose obvious
exploratory ambition makes them look
like the Yuppies of the universe.

But the much starker contrast, which
constitutes the pith of screenwriter
Michael Piller�s nicely etched script, is
between the Ba�Ku and the jealously evil
Son�a, who have major differences (and
surprising similarities) despite a mutual
affection for apostrophes in their name.

It appears that Ponce DeLeon was
searching in the wrong place all along.
The sixteenth century discoverer of
Florida should have looked skyward. For
the fountain of youth exists, here in di-
rector Jonathan Frakes� wonderfully
hokey outer space, and the Ba�Ku have
found it. They�re going to live forever.
No wonder they�re so smug and calm.

Naturally, the ugly Son�a, a dying civi-
lization made up of ghouls who all look
like the leper dad in Braveheart, want
this Pepperland for their own.

And they aren�t willing to share. In a
bit of despicable manipulation reminis-
cent of Chamberlain�s appeasement of
Hitler, Son�a leader Ru�afo, portrayed
with heinous splendor by F. Murray
Abraham, has gained the Federation�s
blessing for his planetary takeover; the
Ba�Ku are to be relocated.

But something�s rotten in outer space.
The Son�a plan sticks in Picard�s craw.
Relocation of an indigenous population
is a Federation charter no-no (and you
think we Americans have a constitu-
tional crisis?), and even though the Ba�Ku
had actually emigrated to this youth-
promoting planet about 300 years ago,
the uncharacteristic Federation action
seems rash.

Surely that governing body has not
made an informed decision. Yet star fleet
admiral Dougherty (Anthony Zerbe), on
hand for the relocation, nervously as-
sures the indignant captain that there has
been no mistake. He orders his coopera-
tion.

Hence, there is only one thing for a
sophisticated, self-assured hero of the
universe to do. Risking court martial,
Picard goes gallantly renegade in de-
fense of the Ba�Ku. And of course his
loyal crew, including a lacklustre Riker
and an amusing-as-ever Data (Brent
Spiner), follows him into the breach.

Special effects-laden battles follow.
By combining a modicum of sociology

with an astute helping of political sci-
ence and then adding a sprinkling of
psychology, Star Trek: Insurrection
weaves a convivial tale of humanism,
providing yet another moral lesson to
live by.

But do you really care how many
gigatrons it takes to energize the photo-
sphere and thus activate the bio-nucleic
gobbledygook shield, or something to
that effect?

If so, there�s plenty of that to warm the
cockles of your technospew-loving heart.

For those who couldn�t care less, letting
the lingua Star Trek wash over you with-
out exerting the slightest attempt at cog-
nition won�t in the least affect your abil-
ity to enjoy the light show- enhanced
allegory.

Director Frakes, perhaps taking a cue
from the Ba�Ku, creates a playfully back-
to-basics Star Trek. There�s no more
trying to out-snazz the competition. The
fx quotient never upstages the writing.

And Herman Zimmerman�s handsome
production design, complemented by art
deco-inspired uniforms for the villainous
Son�a, sings a whimsically tasteful paean
to the Buck Rogers/Flash Gordon heri-
tage that inspired series creator Gene
Roddenberry in the first place. But, while
having found a workable approach to the
cult product, Star Trek: Insurrection is
still only light entertainment with a lim-
ited appeal.

It�s cotton candy for the mind no mat-
ter how apocalyptic the story line. Yet,
it�s nice to know that, even if only in sci-
fi form, the spirit keeps on trekking.

*  *  *  *  *
Star Trek: Insurrection, rated PG, is a

Paramount Pictures releasedirected by
Jonathan Frakes and stars Patrick
Stewart, Donna Murphy and F. Murray
Abraham. Running time: 104 minutes.
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Girl Scouts Announce Future Events;
Thankful to Community for Support

Written by Girl Scouts for Girl Scouts

The Westfield Girl Scouts would
like to thank the people of Westfield
for their support of the recent
TROOPS project.

The TROOPS project, run in con-
junction with the American Red
Cross, collected coffee, teas, hot
chocolate, popcorn, audio and video
tapes, books, holiday decorations and
luminaria in order to provide our
servicemen and women in Bosnia,
Hungary, Kuwait and Saudi Arabia
with a touch of �home� for the holi-
days. As a result, 21 cases were col-
lected and shipped to our service
people.

A special thanks goes to Leslie
Streit and her Cadette Troop No.
989, who were in charge of carrying
out the project. Thanks, too, to all the
school representatives who coordi-
nated the project within their respec-
tive schools.

The seventh annual Mitten Tree
Project was also a huge success. Over
700 new mittens, hats, scarves and
socks were collected. These dona-
tions were distributed to New Jersey�s
needy via St. Joseph�s Coalition for
the Homeless in Elizabeth, St. Clare�s
Home for Children with AIDS and
HIV in Elizabeth, Newark and Jer-
sey City, and, lastly, Madonna House
in Neptune.

Our thanks to Nancy Kielar and
her Cadette Troop No. 540, who
organized the town-wide effort, and
to all school representatives for coor-
dinating the drive within their
schools.

We are indeed grateful to the West-
field Area Chamber of Commerce
for permitting the Westfield Girl
Scouts to enact the Mitten Tree col-
lection during Santa�s arrival at the
northside train station on November
29. This doubled our usual commu-
nity support, and for this we again
thank the people of Westfield for
their generosity.

The first order of business for the
Westfield Girl Scouts in this new
year of 1999 calls for a Service Team
meeting on Wednesday, January 6,
from 9:15 to 11:30 a.m. at the Wash-
ington Rock Girl Scout Council.

A Cookie Mom training meeting
will also be held on January 6 at 7:30
p.m. in the Franklin Elementary
School gymnasium, and will be re-
peated on Thursday, January 7, at
9:30 a.m. at the home of Christine
Mason at 617 Prospect Street. Any
troop Cookie Mom who did not at-
tend the December 8 training session
must attend either one of these two
scheduled meetings.

A Leader�s meeting will be held on
January 7 at 7:30 p.m. in the cafeteria
of Edison Intermediate School. This
meeting will include the Community
Association meeting with a policy
vote and/or delegate�s report. All se-
nior Girl Scout troops are asked to be
present at this meeting in lieu of the
regularly scheduled first-Tuesday-of-
the-month meeting at Westminster
Hall of The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield.

It�s Girl Scout Cookie time. The
cookie sale begins on Friday, January
22, and will run through Monday,
February 8. Delivery date of cookies
in Westfield is Friday, March 12,
with the Girl Scouts delivering to
homes thereafter.

The second annual Father (or Spe-
cial Someone)/Daughter bowling
party will be held on Sunday, January
24, at Strike-N-Spare Bowling Lanes
in Greenbrook, from noon to 3:30
p.m. Cost is $6 per person and in-
cludes two games, bowling shoe rent-
als and a soda.

All persons attending are urged to
wear white-soled sneakers in the event
their bowling shoe size is not avail-
able. Bowling patches are available
for $1. Please call Rosemarie Panarese
at (908) 233-5517 for further infor-
mation.

Mark your calendars for the Girl
Scout Dance which will be held on
Friday, February 5, in the cafeteria of
Edison Intermediate School. Girl
Scouts in kindergarten through third
grade will attend from 4:30 to 6 p.m.
A second session will be held from
6:30 to 8 p.m. for Girl Scouts in grades
3 and up. Cost is $3 per person and
includes a patch and refreshments. A
disk jockey will provide the music.

Future events include:
Service Day is slated for Saturday,

April 17. Leaders and older girls are
needed to serve on the planning com-
mittee. Please call Malissa Cass, Ser-
vice Day Chairwoman, at (908) 233-
6226 if you are interested in being a
part of this committee.

Westfield�s Encampment will be
held June 4 to 6 at Camp Hoover.
Informational letters have been
mailed to all troops. Your prompt
response is requested.

At the conclusion of this year of
1998, the Westfield Girl Scout com-
munity is happy to report that the
Girl Scout population in Westfield
is continuously growing. There are
currently 92 troops made up of 956
girls and 355 leaders/adults. It is
great to see so many active partici-
pants in such a worthwhile and im-
portant extracurricular activity.

Thank you for joining us in this
edition of the Westfield Girl Scout
news. We wish all of our Girl Scouts,
our leaders and all the people of the
community a truly happy, healthy,
prosperous and peaceful New Year.

This column is prepared monthly
by Westfield Girl Scouts for Westfield
Girl Scouts and for the community.

United Fund Brings Peace and Joy
Through Programs in Community

Peace on earth requires more than
good wishes. It means reaching out to all
people. The holidays are a special time to
reach out and share our joys by bringing
happiness to others in our community.
The United Fund of Westfield is devoted
to bringing peace and joy to everyone.

The 20 member agencies of the
Westfield United Fund provide year-
round services and programs to
Westfielders. Many programs are neces-
sary and enriching to the quality of life
during the holidays. Our agency clients
say:

�Thank you for helping me feed my
hungry family.�

�Thank you for helping my 15-year-
old daughter stay sober.�

�Thank you for giving my son a safe
and nurturing place to go after school,
while I�m still at work.�

�Thank you for providing my grand-
mother with a hot meal every day.�

�Thank you for helping me care for my
mother with Alzheimer�s.�

�Thank you for taking me to my dialy-
sis treatment twice a week.�

Agency services are designed for you,
and are made possible by you. The holi-
days are brightened for children, fami-
lies and the elderly by special seasonal
activities conducted by United Fund agen-
cies, and the spirit of caring and sharing
will continue throughout the new year.

All Westfielders are invited to be-
come part of the caring network by con-
tributing to the United Fund Campaign.

Your gift enables 20 community agen-
cies to meet the needs of thousands of
Westfielders, and helps make Westfield
a better place in which to live and to
work.

The United Fund is grateful to the
many Westfielders who already have con-
tributed to the 1998 campaign. Those
who have not yet sent in a donation are
urged to do so today. The support of each
and every Westfielder is important!

From all of us at the United Fund and
on behalf of our agencies, we thank you
and wish you a joyful and peaceful holi-
day season.

Alan J. Gutterman President
Board of Trustees

 United Fund of Westfield

Appreciation Expressed
For Fiorino Benefit

This very special thank you goes out to
a caring community of loving friends and
family. The First Annual John Fiorino
Dinner-Dance that was held at Temple
Emanu-El on November 7 of this year
was an amazing tribute to my late hus-
band, John.

I would like to personally thank the
members of The Fiorino Committee,
Rabbi Charles A. Kroloff and the con-
gregation of Temple Emanu-El for their
generosity, Cosimo�s Restaurant, and the
hundreds of people who purchased tick-
ets, made donations, came to the dinner,
and once again, let me and my children
feel very special.

It was an enjoyable evening with ter-
rific food, good music and lots of out-
standing friends. I can�t tell you how
much this has been appreciated and I
can�t thank you enough.

Allison Fiorino and Children
Westfield

Please See More
 Columns On Page 5

Letters to the Editor

Student From Chicago Seeks Local
News Clippings, Postcards, Tapes, Etc.

In my seventh grade social studies
class in Chicago, we are studying United
States history. One of our assignments is
to write a research paper about a particu-
lar state and how it relates to the history
of the country. I have chosen New Jersey
as the subject of my research.

I would very much appreciate if you
could send me items that would be of
interest. Post cards, newspapers with
unique features about New Jersey, clip-
pings, articles, video tapes, old license
plates, unique products from your region,
or other items that might help geography

and history to come alive in my classroom.
We are to present a report to the class

and anything especially interesting would
make my report the best in the class.
Please help me learn about your state and
spark the interest of my classmates. Be-
sides, everyone enjoys getting mail!

Our school is on the northern side of
Chicago, about six miles from the down-
town area (The Loop). We have about
100 students in the seventh grade and
about 1,000 students in our building (Kin-
dergarten to grade 8). Most of our stu-
dents are either immigrants or children
of recent immigrants.

We have students from many parts of
the world � Mexico, Bulgaria, Korea,
Nigeria, India, Bosnia, Vietnam, Guate-
mala, The Philippines, and many other
places. Most of the students have not
lived outside Chicago.

I was born in Pakistan but moved with
my family to Chicago. I enjoy watching
television and listening to the radio. I
chose New Jersey to write about because
I want to know what is the important role
of this state in the United States. Be-
sides, I heard of this state many times and
it sounds interesting!

I look forward to receiving mail from
you. Thank you for your interest in my
education and your kindness.

Lubna Durrani
Chicago, Illinois

Support For Girl Scout Overseas
Project Is Greatly Appreciated

The Westfield Girl Scout Community
wishes to thank all of its girl scouts, its
leaders, and the people of Westfield for
their kindness in supporting the recent
TROOPS (To Remember Our Overseas
Personnel this Season) project which
was carried out in conjunction with the
American Red Cross.

As a result of this project, 21 boxes
containing coffee, tea, hot chocolate,
candy, microwave popcorn, peanuts,
books, travel games, greeting cards, sea-
sonal directories, video and audio tapes
and luminaria were shipped to our ser-
vicemen and women in Bosnia, Hun-
gary, Kuwait and Saudi Arabia.

We are especially grateful to Leslie
Streit and her Cadette Troop No. 989

Bob Franks Should Keep Opinions
About Possible Impeachment Private
The United States House of Represen-

tatives is these days suffering a massive
case of obsessive-compulsive disorder.
Poor things. Our 7th District Congres-
sional �Representative� Robert Franks
and his Republican cronies would do
well to go on Prozac.

Every good thing is susceptible of
abuse and � human nature being what it
unfortunately is � every good thing is
abused sooner or later. The mechanism
of impeachment provided for by the Con-
stitution is alas the casualty du jour.
Impeachment is not a means to undo an

who organized and finalized the town-
wide effort.

Our deepest thanks, too, to the follow-
ing school representatives for their un-
failing assistance in promoting TROOPS
within their respective schools: Cindy
Clarke, Franklin Elementary; Randi
Perlman, Jefferson Elementary; Robin
Metzger and Linda Graham, McKinley
Elementary; Suzanne Mullman, Holy
Trinity; Beth Psyhojos, Tamaques El-
ementary; Gail Austin and Lee Perry,
Washington Elementary; Kim Friedman,
Wilson Elementary; Leslie Streit, Edison
Intermediate; Mary Ropars, Roosevelt
Intermediate, and all Senior Troop lead-
ers who collected within their individual
troops.

Shirley S. Walsh
Westfield Girl Scouts

Service Projects

election, Congressman Franks.
That, though, is precisely the process

your vote on December 19 has begun.
You have effectively helped to snatch
from the people of the land the power
explicitly vested in them.

Sex, I�m afraid, is here to stay. Forget
about the President�s private sex life and
get on with the real needs of your con-
stituents. That, I think, is why we are
paying you your handsome salary.

I, for one, am fed up and disgusted with
the political games in Washington and
will never, ever again vote Republican.

Dr. Ferdinand Gajewski
Westfield Board of Ed Thanks

Westfield for Support
On behalf of the Westfield Board of

Education, I would like to express our
gratitude to the community for its over-
whelming support of the December 15
school bond referendum.

The almost 3 to 1 margin of votes in
favor of the $11.7 million bond was a
strong message from members of our
community that their priorities are on the
children and their education.

I would also like to express our thanks
to the many volunteers who helped de-
velop the bond proposal and present it to
the public. This was a community effort
from beginning to end.

We can now look forward to imple-
menting the important classroom addi-
tions, capital projects and technology
infrastructure our children and our
schools deserve.

Darielle Walsh, President
Westfield Board of Education

Assemblymen Thanked
By SP/FCAAN Board
The Board of Directors of Scotch

Plains-Fanwood Citizens Against Air-
craft Noise, Inc. (SP/FCAAN) wishes to
thank our District 22 state representa-
tives for actively supporting noise relief.

Recently, Senator Donald T.
DiFrancesco, Assemblyman Richard H.
Bagger and Assemblyman Alan M. Au-
gustine wrote individually to Federal
Aviation Administrator Jane Garvey.

They each recommended that the 260-
degree test be mothballed and that the
New Jersey Citizens Against Aircraft
Noise Ocean Routing Plan be live-tested
for six months.

We sincerely appreciate their contin-
ued advocacy of relief for our communi-
ties and the Garden State. We wish every-
one a healthy and, hopefully, quieter 1999.

Martha Sides
Secretary, SP/FCAAN
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