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THE WEEK IN SPORTS

DOERR, TURNER NEAR TOP OF WHS ALL-TIME LIST

Blue Devils Complete Near
Record-Breaking Season

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fever returned to Westfield. Foot-
ball fever, that is. And, it all can be
attributed to the efforts and coordina-
tion among the members of the West-
field High School football team and
the Blue Devil coaching staff. The
Devils� flame burned so hot that sev-
eral Westfield High School All-Time
football records were in jeopardy.

The malaise of the fever started
toward the end of last year when the
Blue Devils turned around a 1-8 sea-
son from 1996 and forged their way
to a very respectable 6-3 season in
1997, climaxing in a 22-7
defeathering of the 13th-ranked
Plainfield Cardinals in the presence
of a crowd of over 4,000 at Gary
Kehler Stadium in Westfield.
Throughout this season, many en-
thusiastic fans warmed the seats of
Gary Kehler Stadium every time the
Blue Devils played.

This year, the Blue Devils com-
pleted their regular season with a 7-
2 record and qualified for the state
sectional tournament for the first
time since 1981. First, the Blue
Devils hosted the Wolfpack from
West Morris Central in the
quarterfinals of the North Jersey
Section 2, Group 3 and sent them
home with a 30-6 loss. Next, the
Blue Devils wandered north and
plundered the Vikings of Parsippany
Hills, 44-13, in the semifinals to
earn the trip to Giants Stadium.

Of the 367 high schools in New
Jersey, Westfield became one of only
eight public high school football
teams to earn the opportunity to com-
pete at Giants Stadium this year.
Playing against returning champion
Morristown and finding themselves
down 22-0 within the first ten min-
utes of the game, the Blue Devils

showed their moxie by battling back
with two touchdowns by halftime.

Their spirit continued in the third
quarter when they nearly scored to
knot the game, but two champions
were playing at the Meadowlands
and the pendulum swung in favor of
Morristown in the fourth quarter.
Each team had earned respect.

Several Blue Devils put up very
respectable numbers and a few
tempted the Westfield High School
All-Time list. Senior quarterback and
team tri-captain Brandon Doerr and
senior Lamont Turner took a crack at
some of those records to become
members of the football elite.

Doerr passed for 1,111 yards and
completed 15 touchdown passes. Only
Westfield Hall of Famer Joe
Monninger passed for more yardage
and more touchdowns, 1,141 and 17,
respectively. Also, Doerr was second
with 32 (PAT) points after touch-
down. K. C. Knoblock booted 51 in
1977. Finally, Doerr�s 16 career
touchdown passes tied Dave Brown�s
career total for third place. Monninger
headed the list with 23 and Sam
Mitchell was second with 22.

Turner, who led the team with six
interceptions this year, fell one shy of
the all-time record which was set by
Rick Elliot (1979), Lou Retino (1989)
and Mike Catenacci (1990).

As a team, the Blue Devils also
pushed toward an all-time record.
The highly versatile Devils scored a
total of 301 points which ranked
fourth on the All-Time list. The un-
beaten sectional championship teams
of 1947 (354), 1970 (354) and 1977
(413) topped the list.

Turner scored 13 touchdowns and
led the Blue Devils with 78 team
points. Doerr with his 32 (PAT), three
field goals and one touchdown run,
placed him second this year with 47

points. Seniors Todd Dowling crashed
over the goal line seven times for 42
points and Gabe Perez crossed four
times for 24 points. Seniors Tom Lee
and Maurice Boatwright both scored
four touchdowns for 24 points; how-
ever, Lee also shared a safety with
senior Devin Griffiths.

Senior Jason Merritt had three
touchdowns for 18 points and senior
Kevin McCormack had two touch-
downs for 12 points. Junior Chris
Giacone, who missed most of the
season with an injury, added two
touchdowns and sophomore Pat
Tuohy scored one touchdown and
two PAT for eight points. Sopho-
more Mike Mroz added one touch-
down and senior Sergio Villafane
and junior Kantu Barr both contrib-
uted two PAT.

Turner also led the team in rush-
ing, carrying 119 times for 699 yards.
Dowling carried 103 times for 583
yards, Lee carried 58 times for 261
yards and McCormack carried 43
times for 253 yards. Although he
carried the ball only 17 times, Giacone
rushed for 143 yards and led the team
with an 8.4 yards-per-carry average.

Tuohy rushed 85 yards on 18 car-
ries, Vasquez had 33 yards on only
three carries. Junior Larry Persky
contributed 19 yards, sophomore
Peter Martinez added six yards and
Barr rushed for three yards.

Turner also led the Blue Devils
with 16 receptions for 285 yards.
Merritt was second in receptions with
12 and third with 207 yards. Perez,
with nine receptions, led the team in
yards-per-reception at 27.9 and was
second in yardage with 251.
Boatwright had six receptions for 78
yards, McCormack had four for 32
yards and junior Josh Ray had three
for 50 yards. Lee had two receptions

MELENDEZ BATTLES STATE-RUNNER UP TO OVERTIME

Raider Matmen Win Opener;
Ground the Kardinals, 48-30

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A seven-year jinx was broken in a
big way on December 18 when the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
wrestling team plucked the Kearny
Kardinals, 48-30, in Scotch Plains.
The match was highlighted by an
exciting overtime bout between two
potential state wrestling contenders.

With the temporary absence of
heavyweight Jim Feeley, the Raiders,
starting from the 160-lb class, strate-

gically bumped each wrestler up a
weight class.

Quite impressive in his varsity
debut, freshman Lucas Francavilla
took it to Angel LaPorta after Gary
Fletcher and Andria Christiani sang
the National Anthem. Francavilla
registered a single leg takedown in
the first period, then turned LaPorta
to his back using a tight-waist and a
half nelson to take a 5-0 lead. In the
second period, Francavilla immedi-
ately escaped, then added another
single-leg takedown. Finally, with
:41 left in the second, Francavilla,
turned LaPorta for good, using the
same pinning combination.

�I knew that he was going to be
good,� said Raider Head Coach Mike
Artigliere with a Cheshire cat-like
smile. �He has been kind of a secret.
I haven�t let him out of the bag yet.�

At 112, Junior Dave Loewinger
received a forfeit to put the Raiders
ahead, 12-0. Mike Loewinger faced
Ron DiGravina at 119. After being
taken down, Loewinger came to life,
recorded an escape, added a takedown
then rolled DiGravina to his back to
for a two-point nearfall to take a 5-2
lead into the second period. After
allowing an escape, Loewinger added
a takedown, then pinned DiGravina
in 3:30 with a half nelson and body
press.

Senior Raider Charlie Tripet
dropped an exciting, 8-5, decision to
Santiago Alemeida. Tripet was taken
down and put on his back in the first
period. Down 5-0, Tripet recorded a
takedown but was reversed by
Alemeida to make the score 7-2. Af-

ter yielding a penalty point, Tripet
caught Alemeida in a single grape-
vine and closed the score to 8-5 as
time ran out.

At 130, A. J. Romeo boosted the
Raiders� lead to 24-3 when he pinned
Kardinal Anthony Yevella with a
front-arm and headlock in 3:00.

The big showdown came. Raider
Tony Melendez and Kardinal Dave
Cordova, both state contenders, faced
off at 135. Cordova got an initial, 2-
0, drop by getting a single leg

JONES AMASSES MORE THAN 1 MILE IN TOTAL YDS

Raiders Finish Grid Season
Stepping in Right Direction

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Baseball has been described as the
�game of inches;� however, this year,
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School football team unfortunately
has experienced its own �game of
inches� go in favor of opposing teams.
But, the Raiders came back gallantly
on Thanksgiving Day and proved
that they have indeed been a quality
team. Junior halfback Nathan Jones
also took giants strides in the right
direction, finishing with more than a
mile total yardage.

Early on, the Raiders were plagued
with injuries which prevented them

from showing their true potency un-
til the final game of the season, but
injuries have always been a part of
football and the Raiders had to deal
with the inconvenience.

Along the way, the Raiders had
some memorable experiences. On
October 24, the Raiders were down,
21-0, against Rahway but battled back
in the second half with touchdowns
from La�Marr McDaniel and Jones
to finalize the score 21-14.

A game which will always be re-
membered occurred the following
week when the Raiders defeated
Irvington, 37-13, on Homecoming.
Jones scored four touchdowns and

set an All-Time Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School record by rush-
ing 316 yards.

The next week, against Newark
East Side, the Raiders experienced
the real effect of the �game of inches�
which prevented them from qualify-
ing for the sectional playoffs. With
the score 20-20 in the first overtime,
the Raiders missed the winning extra
point which missed only inches to
the left. After East Side made the
score 26-20, Ron Jenerette blocked
the extra point to give the Raiders
another chance to win. Moments later,
on fourth-and-goal from the one, Joe

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior Liz McKeon was hot as she
fired in 25 points to lead the West-
field High School girls basketball
team to a 41-31 victory over Rahway
in their home opener in Westfield on
December 18. McKeon terrorized the
Indians both offensively and defen-
sively.

Using a man-to-man defense and
plenty of hustle, the smaller Blue
Devils jumped out to a 12-0 lead with
3:06 left in the first quarter before the
Indians could get on track. Carolyn
Matthews was hot from the right
side, scoring four points during that
run. Senior Courtney Thornton also
hit for two underneath.

�We used a man defense and had a
lot of hustle. As long as we kept them
outside and kept them from passing
in to (Sweeia) Jeter, we had control of
the game,� explained Head Coach
Kathy Hauser.

The Indians did, however, battle
back to make the score 12-6 before
McKeon sunk a foul shot to give the
Blue Devils a 13-6 first-quarter lead.

The Indians scored immediately in
the second quarter to close the score
to 13-8, but Matthews came right
back and nailed another two-pointer
from the right side. From there
McKeon caught fire and scored eight
points and Thornton added two more
to give the Blue Devils a 25-12 half
time lead. During that quarter, Jes-
sica Lutkenhouse added a key steal to
keep the Blue Devils blazing.

McKeon added three foul shots
and Kristen Leonardis contributed a
slick layup to put the Blue Devils
ahead, 30-14 with 3:28 left in the

third quarter. The Indians added four
points, then McKeon made a great
heads-up momentum-breaking play,
bouncing the ball off an Indian to
make the ball go out-of-bounds. The
Blue Devils added two more points
and the Indians put in three to make
the score 32-21 by the end of the
quarter.

�She is a very smart basketball
player,� commented Hauser about
McKeon�s versatility. �She does ev-
erything. She is only about 5�8�, but
she plays like a six footer, she shoots
like a guard and dribbles like a guard.�

During the final quarter, Thornton
hit a left-side layup, then McKeon
added two layups to make the score

38-25 with 4:28 left. The Devils went
into a keep-away mode and frus-
trated the Indians. As time ran down,
McKeon added another foul shot,
then Karen Manahan hit two foul
shots to finalize the scoring at 41-31.

�I think that we did well, except
that we got a little out of sorts in the
third quarter,� said Hauser about the
overall performance. �In the middle
of the third quarter, I called a time out
when they (Rahway) were within 11.�

McKeon was 6-11 from the foul
line, hit one three-pointer and sank
eight two-pointers. In addition, she
was everywhere, grabbing four de-
fensive rebounds, making five steals

Raider Matmen Scare
Panthers; Lose 39-30

takedown in the first period. Cordova
increased his lead early in the second
period to 5-0 after gaining an escape
and another takedown.

Melendez came back. Cordova
tired and began to hang on using a
Guillotine maneuver to ride
Melendez. After two warnings for
stalling, Melendez received a pen-
alty point. Moments later, he escaped
to make the score 5-2. Melendez shot
for a single leg takedown and Cordova
effectively used a single-leg elevator
to avoid being taken down. Cordova
continued stalling and Melendez
picked up another penalty point as
the period ended.

With the score 5-3 in the third
period, momentum was shifting to
Melendez as he continued to be the
aggressor. Cordova continued hang-
ing. Bang! Melendez received two
more penalty points to knot the score.
Time ran out and overtime was next.
Melendez again became the aggres-
sor and shot for the takedown.
Cordova elevated again, but this time
he came around and scored the
takedown on Melendez to win 7-5.

�Tony�s match obviously built us
up,� expressed Artigliere. �I wrestle
with him in the room and I know that
he is one of the best in the state. He
showed us that tonight. He hung with
a two-time state place winner.�

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A nervous pride of Panthers were
biting their claws when the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School wres-
tling team carried a 30-27 lead into
the 215-lb weight class at Roselle
Park on December 19. Unfortunately
for the Raiders, a very close bout at
215 concluded in a fall in favor of
Roselle Park and the Panthers went
on to squeeze out a 39-30 victory.

The Panthers got off in the right
step when exceptionally talented

freshman Danny Appello won by
technical fall over Lucas Francavilla,
a fine wrestler in his own right. The
Raiders came back at 112 and seized
a 6-5 team lead, when junior Dave
Loewinger scored an escape, then
took down Chris Levine and flat-
tened him in the third period.

The Panthers regained the lead, 9-
6, but back came the Raiders. At 125,
senior Charlie Tripet yanked and
cranked his way to a fall over Travis
Meadows using a half nelson and a
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MCKEON IGNITES FOR 25 PTS; DEFENSE, HUSTLE WINS IT

Blue Devils Sizzle in Opener;
Burn Lady Indians, 41-31

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MAKING THE FOUL SHOT�Blue Devil Liz McKeon prepares to shoot a foul
shot. McKeon made six foul shots and finished with 25 points against the
Indians.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

EXECUTING THE SWITCH�Raider Tony Melendez reverses his Panther
opponent, Bryan Garrison, using a switch maneuver. Melendez pinned Garri-
son in 3:59 at Roselle Park.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CREAM OF THE CROP�Two of the best wrestlers in the state, Raider Tony
Melendez, front, and Kardinal Dave Cordova battled into overtime at Scotch Plains.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NATHAN JONES CHALKING UP THE MILEAGE�Raider Nathan Jones, No. 22, chewed up more than a mile of total
yardage this year.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BLUE DEVILS EARNING RESPECT ON THE FIELD�The Westfield High School Blue Devils earned respect on the
football field this season and earned the right to play at Giants Stadium in East Rutherford.


