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CONTACT®

We Care, Inc.

Piano - Keyboard - Organ - Accordion
Strings - Woodwinds - Brass - Voice - Guitar - Drums

Lessons for the Learning Disabled

Kindermusik classes for ages 2 to 7
Riverwalk Plaza
34 Ridgedale Avenue
East Hanover, NJ   07936
(973) 428-0405

281 Main Street
Millburn, NJ   07041

(973) 467-4688

United Fund Board President
Provides Tips on Donations
WESTFIELD � Alan Gutterman,

President of the Board of Trustees of
the United Fund of Westfield, re-
cently issued consumer tips for char-
ity giving.

�With over 1 million charities to
select from throughout the country,
sometimes the choices can be over-
whelming, said Mr. Gutterman, who
noted that requests for donations are
especially frequent during the holi-
day season.

�The problem faced by the poten-
tial giver at this time of year is coping
with the rising tide of requests �
distinguishing the responsible and
accountable from the fraudulent and
mismanaged,� he said.

�The majority of charities are repu-
table and do their best to use your
contribution for worthwhile chari-
table activities,� he added.

Mr. Gutterman�s tips are based on
information from the New Jersey
Division of Consumer Affairs con-
cerning organizations which solicit
money.

When You Decide to Contribute,
Beware of:

• High pressure telephone calls
urging you to give immediately.

• Telephone calls informing you
that you�ve won a large amount of
money or other valuable prizes from
a �charity.�

• Callers who say that a messen-
ger or delivery service will come to
your home to pick up your contribu-
tion.

Tips For Charitable Giving:
• Know Your Charity � Never

give to a charity you know nothing
about. Ask for literature and read it.
Ask questions, honest charities en-
courage you to do so.

• Don�t Be Fooled By A Convinc-
ing Name � A dishonest charity will
often have an impressive name, or
one that closely resembles the name of
a respected, legitimate concern.

• Demand Identification � Al-
ways ask to see identification for
both the solicitor and the charity. Be
suspicious of anyone who can�t re-
spond satisfactorily.

• Beware of Telephone Solicita-
tions � Refuse to commit yourself
on the first call. If the charity sounds
worthwhile, ask to be sent written
information.

• Don�t Fall for the Tearjerker �
Don�t give simply because of a pa-
thetic �sob story.� The hard luck tale
is a favorite of fraudulent operators.

• Don�t Succumb to Pressure �
Don�t let yourself be pressured into
giving and don�t feel you have to
contribute on the spot. No legitimate
organization will expect you to con-
tribute immediately.

• Check Out Mail Solicitations �
Mail solicitations are often accom-
panied by a trinket or other item
which you are told you can keep if
you contribute. Federal law says that
unless you asked for the item, you
may keep it without making a contri-

bution.
• Ask About Professional

Fundraisers � Charities sometimes
hire professional fundraisers. These
professionals may keep as much as
80 percent of the money raised as
fees and expenses. Ask the solicitor
if a professional fundraiser is being
used, and if so, what percentage of
the total money will actually go to the
charity which is asking for your help.

Some Important Don�ts:
• Don�t give your credit card num-

ber to strangers on the telephone.
• Don�t respond to letters that say

you have pledged money, unless you
are 100 percent certain you did.

• Don�t pay attention to dunning
letters. Authentic charities might
send you a polite reminder, but will
not dun you or report you to a credit
rating agency.

Givers also can check with several
organizations before making a con-
tribution. These organizations in-
clude:

••••• The United Fund. Organiza-
tions receiving support through the
United Fund have undergone a rig-
orous review of their budgets, pro-
grams and services. Local volunteers
complete the reviews based on as-
sessments of community needs. The
United Fund may be reached at (908)
233-2113.

••••• The Charities Hot Line of the
State of New Jersey Division of Con-
sumer Affairs. This resource main-
tains a listing of all accredited chari-
ties in New Jersey, including infor-
mation on whether they use profes-
sional fundraisers or have a history
of complaints. The telephone num-
ber is (973) 504-6215.

••••• National Charities Informa-
tion Bureau. The bureau evaluates
national charitable groups against a
set of eight standards, and also ad-
vises contributors through its reports
about individual agencies.

It does not advise donors whether
or not to give to a charity, but encour-
ages potential contributors to request
detailed reports about the national
charitable organization in which they
have an interest.

To obtain a list of organizations
meeting the bureau�s published stan-
dards, please write to: 19 Union
Square, West, 6th Floor, New York,
10003. The bureau may also be
reached at (212) 929-6300.

Rescue Squad Receives
Donation from �Y�s� Men

GENEROUS DONATION�The Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad recently
received a donation from the Y�s Men of the Westfield YMCA for the emergency
medical services the squad provides to the children of Westfield. Pictured, left
to right, are: Reid Edles, President of the Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad;
Dominic DiGiorgio, Vice President of the Westfield Y�s Men; and Richard
Jackson, an associate member of the Rescue Squad.

WESTFIELD � The Westfield Vol-
unteer Rescue Squad recently received
a donation from the Y�s Men of the
Westfield YMCA for the ongoing
emergency medical services the squad
provides to the children of Westfield.

The Y�s Men, which has been in
existence for 51 years, is part of an
international organization of similar
clubs. Every year, the club raises
money, primarily through the sale of
Christmas trees, and donates that
money to the community.

�We are a group of volunteers who
come together to raise money, so that
we can in turn give it to organizations
such as the Rescue Squad. While our
mandate is primarily to give our money
to youth organizations, we recognize
that groups like the Westfield Rescue
Squad contribute a lot to the commu-
nity and provide an important service
to the youth of Westfield,� stated
Dominic DiGiorgio, Vice President of
Westfield Y�s Men.

The Westfield Rescue Squad aids
Westfield children each year. Emer-
gency vehicles are stationed at sport-
ing events such as the Westfield High
School football games, the 5K races
throughout the year, and town festivals
and street fairs.

Ketubah Unit Plans
Hanukkah Party

SCOTCH PLAINS � The B�nai
B�rith Ketubah Married Couples
Unit (40-plus) will hold its Ha-
nukkah Party and Gift Exchange
at a member�s home in Hazlet this
Sunday, December 20, beginning
at 4 p.m.

A deli dinner will be provided,
and each couple is asked to bring a
wrapped gift with a value of $5 to
be exchanged. The cost of the din-
ner is $18 per couple. Non-mem-
bers are invited to attend, and if
they join the Ketubah Unit at this
event, there will be no charge for
the dinner.

To respond and obtain directions,
please call Phyllis at (973) 992-5791
by tomorrow, Friday, December 18.

Joanne Bartosik Appointed
Director of Development

SCOTCH PLAINS � The Resource
Center for Women, a regional non-
profit organization in Summit, re-
cently appointed Joanne Kaplan
Bartosik of Scotch Plains as the Di-
rector of Development.

Ms. Bartosik, who grew up in
Westfield, graduated from Westfield
High School. She earned a Bachelor
of Fine Arts Degree from Ohio Uni-
versity and a Master of Arts Degree
and a certificate in Fund Raising
Management from New York Uni-
versity.

Ms. Bartosik resides in Scotch
Plains with her husband, Edward

Bartosik, Director of Community
Services for Phipps Community De-
velopment Corporation, and their two

Joanne Kaplan Bartosik

Support Your
Local Merchants

children.
The Resource Center for Women

served over 2000 area women last
year with career, family, financial,
personal growth and legal concerns.
The center is run by and for women
and is currently expanding its ser-
vices.

The center is located in donated
space in Calvary Episcopal Church
in downtown Summit. For more in-
formation about the center�s pro-
grams, please call the center�s office
at (908) 273-7253.

We�ll listen and help
you with that problem
you thought you had
no answer to at all.

908-232-2880
A member of The United Way.

CONTACT USA and Life Line International

Ambulances are available by call-
ing 9-1-1 for emergencies involving
infants or children including illnesses,
home or school accidents, motor ve-
hicle or bicycle related accidents, and
for all sports related emergencies.

�The Westfield Rescue Squad is an
integral part of this community�s youth,
and the youth do get hurt. Donating to
the Rescue Squad fits with our man-
date because the squad provides an
important service to the children of
Westfield,� stated Mr. DiGiorgio.

The Westfield Rescue Squad and
the Y�s Men need new members. To
learn about becoming a member of the
Rescue Squad, please call (908) 233-
2501. To become a member of the Y�s
Men, please call (908) 233-2700.

The Westfield Volunteer Rescue
Squad is an all-volunteer organization
serving the community of Westfield.
Tax deductible contributions can be
made to: The Westfield Volunteer Res-
cue Squad, P.O. Box 356, Westfield,
07091-0356.


