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ACCREDITED GEM LAB  American Gem Society

ELLEN R. RAMER, Certified Gemologist Appraiser

12 North Avenue West � Cranford, NJ   07016 � 908-276-6718

Your Headquarters for Collectibles
Including Tree Oranments to Cherish

featuring
� Swarovski � Lladro � Walt Disney Classic Collection

NOW IN OUR 53rd
 YEAR

Special Holiday Hours

Mon-Fri 9:45-8:30 � Saturday 9:30-5:00 � Sundays 11am until 5pm
Open Wednesdays now thru Dec 23rd

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Kiwanis Club will be
distributing the luminaries at the Fanwood Municipal

Garage (by RR station) from 9 AM to 3 PM on:

NOTE:
We encourage all to participate in the DECA�s TOYS for
TOTS and FOOD for the NEEDY. You can drop items off
when you pick up your luminaries.

Dec.  19th, 20th & 24thDec.  19th, 20th & 24thDec.  19th, 20th & 24thDec.  19th, 20th & 24thDec.  19th, 20th & 24th

Special Sale Time onSpecial Sale Time onSpecial Sale Time onSpecial Sale Time onSpecial Sale Time on
December 24 � 1 to 3 p.m.December 24 � 1 to 3 p.m.December 24 � 1 to 3 p.m.December 24 � 1 to 3 p.m.December 24 � 1 to 3 p.m.

The luminaria kit costs 35¢ per unit.
This includes the candle, bag and sand.
(Please bring a container for the sand.)

Luminaria SaleLuminaria SaleLuminaria SaleLuminaria SaleLuminaria Sale

John E. Mullins, Jr., D.M.D.
New Jersey Specialty #5079

is pleased to announce
 the opening of his new office

 to provide you with the highest
quality care in oral and
maxillofacial surgery

Te lephone
(908) 490-0560

567 Park Ave, Suite 104
Scotch Plains

Union County Receives State Grants to Continue
Efforts to Get Families Off Public Assistance
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Coming on the heels of a $5 mil-
lion Federal grant this past spring,
Union County has been awarded two
state grants totaling $3.7 million
aimed at welfare reform.

Union County was recently recog-
nized for its early success in the
Welfare-to-Work program during a
press conference at the White House.
The county received accolades from
Vice President Al Gore, Secretary of
Health and Human Services Donna
Shalala, and Secretary of Labor Alex
M. Herman as having one of the 10
best Welfare reform programs in the
nation.

Union County Director of Human
Services Frank Guzzo told The
Westfield Leader and The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood that since
September, the county has moved 83
people off the Welfare rolls and into
employment through the Federal
grant program. These individuals
earn an average hourly wage of $7.50.

�It (the county program) is doing
better than we anticipated,� he said,
noting that companies in the county
have provided jobs with benefits for
individuals previously on welfare.

Union County received the $5 mil-
lion grant last May in the first round
of Federal grants totaling $186 mil-
lion awarded by the Department of
Labor. Union was only one of two
counties in New Jersey and 49 na-
tionally from over 600 applicants to
be awarded Federal grants.

The Union County program fo-
cuses on the 500 most difficult to
employ welfare recipients.

The first of the two state grants,
which the Freeholders accepted last
week, totals $3,151,720 and was
awarded through the New Jersey
Department of Human Services, Di-
vision of Family Development, as
part of the Work First New Jersey
employability program.

The 12-month program for 1999

will help the county continue its wel-
fare reform initiative �to reduce fam-
ily dependency on public assistance
through maintenance of state priori-
tized employability services� for the
county�s Temporary Assistance for
Needy Families (TANF) program,
according to a resolution passed by
the Freeholder board last Thursday
night.

The funds come from a $23.3 mil-
lion grant awarded September 25 by
the Federal government�s Depart-
ment of Labor as part of the $2.2
billion being awarded to states and
territories over a two-year period to
fund local programs which help long-
term Welfare recipients enter the
world of work.

New Jersey has matched the Fed-
eral grant with an additional $11.6
million.

�In an effort to increase our Tem-
porary Assistance for Needy Fami-
lies (TANF) participation rates sig-
nificantly above minimum Federal
requirements, the Division is signifi-
cantly increasing the county-con-
tracted allocations.

�The methodology of allocating
funds was based upon the non-ex-
empt TANF caseload and the number
of cases closed due to employment,�
according to a letter to county offi-
cials from David C. Heins, Acting
Director of the state Department of
Human Services.

The second grant, totaling
$578,764, was awarded to the county
from the New Jersey Department of
Labor. The grant comes as an addi-
tion to $1,575,752 previously
awarded, bringing the total amount
to $2,154,516.

Mr. Guzzo said the $3.1 million
Work First New Jersey grant will be
used to take persons off public assis-
tance by placing them into steady
employment.

In its grant application, Mr. Guzzo
said the county included some op-
tional services which it has identified

as �gaps� in the county�s welfare
reform program.

�We are going to start a clothing
center,� explained Mr. Guzzo. He
said the program will operate through
a partnership with clothing manu-
facturers to provide people with suit-
able outfits to wear to work.

In addition, the grant, which is
serving as a backup to the Federal
grant, will be used by the county to
expand its substance abuse counsel-
ing program for welfare recipients
with drug and/or alcohol dependency.

Funds will also be used to assist
persons with transportation moneys
to enable them to get to work.

�The state was very good in allow-
ing us to have flexibility to look at
what our definite needs were and
allowing us to put programs in place
to help fill some of those gaps that we
have identified,� Mr. Guzzo stated.

The county program, called Jobs
Plus, has been designed to address
client barriers which include inad-
equate education or job skills, as well
as transportation needs.

After getting people off public as-
sistance and into the work force, the
program includes services aimed at
keeping these individuals in their
new jobs.

Most of those individuals served
by the program reside in Elizabeth
and Plainfield.

Union County has the fifth highest
number of Welfare cases in New Jer-
sey.

While receiving good news regard-
ing Welfare reform funds, the Free-
holders passed a resolution critical of
a state plan to cut funding for the
Food Stamps program.

According to the resolution, the
result of the state action would be an
annual reduction in Food Stamp rev-
enues in the amount of approximately
$722,000, funds that will have to be
made up by the county over each of
the next four years.

The resolution, sponsored by Free-
holder Chairman Daniel P. Sullivan,
notes that as part of the �spirit of the
agreement� of the TANF block grants
between states and the Federal gov-
ernment, �funding for other programs
would not be subject to reduced fund-
ing.�

The resolution notes that unlike
the state, �counties do not have ac-
cess to the (Federal) block grant and
have derived no benefit from the
Food Stamp administrative monies.�

On another matter, Freeholder
Donald Goncalves announced that

the county has asked the North Jersey
Transportation Planning Authority
to hold off on consideration of a
Master Plan for the Port of Elizabeth
and Newark by the Port Authority of
New York and New Jersey until the
county completes its own Master Plan
for development.

�This plan affects Union County
drastically, as 60 percent of the Port
is in Union County,� he noted.

The Freeholders have been in battle
with the Port Authority in an effort to
have the Authority pay its fair share
of funds in lieu of property taxes for
its massive holdings in the county.

Earlier this year, Union County
Manager Michael J. Lapolla told The
Leader that the Port Authority owns
2,000 acres in Elizabeth, which ac-
counts for 27 percent of the city�s
land mass. If they paid taxes, it would
account for an additional $40 million
annually for the county�s tax rolls.

Instead, the Authority, which is
exempt from paying property taxes
in the county, pays just $67,000 an-
nually to Elizabeth as part of a lease
agreement. The Authority, mean-
while, pays the City of Newark $25
million annually to lease land in that
city.

The Port Authority, county offi-
cials say, is looking to expand its
holdings by acquiring land near New-
ark International Airport. Thus, if
acquired, the county would lose ad-
ditional tax revenues.

Union County has pulled out as the
lead sponsor of a proposed freight
rail link between Staten Island and
Union County over concerns that its
objective of increasing development
along the line was being ignored by
the Authority.

Also, concerns have been expressed
by groups in the county that if acti-
vated, the line could be used to trans-
port garbage from the soon-to-be-
closed Fresh Kills Landfill on Staten
Island.

Freeholder Sullivan said the
county�s trash incinerator in Rahway
is at full capacity, a fact that �should
lay any fears that there will be any
trash coming into our county from
New York City.�

Fresh Kills is slated to be closed as
of December 21, 2001.

According to a published report,
6,000 tons of garbage are slated to
head to Carteret and Newark, where
the cargo will be unloaded from barges
and placed in containers before be-
ing shipped to disposal sites within
New Jersey as well as other states.

Union County Bomb Squad
Welcomes Belgian Canine

The Union County Bomb Squad has
announced the addition of an explo-
sive-sniffing 60-pound Belgian dog
named Jax to its unit.

The Belgian Malinois, was trained
to give certain signals when it locates
a real device. He graduated on Novem-
ber 6 from the Vohne Liche Canine
Law Enforcement Training Academy,
according to Sergeant John Gillespie,
Supervisor of the Sheriff�s Canine Unit.

Jax was introduced to two of his
new bosses, other bomb squad mem-
bers, county employees and members
of the press at a recent press confer-
ence.

�He is a much sought-after addition
to law enforcement officers who must
deal with the threat of an explosive
device. I am more than happy to make
him available on a 24-hour, seven-day
a week basis,� said Union County
Sheriff Ralph G. Froehlich.

WELCOMING JAX�Members of the Union County Bomb Squad recently
welcomed Canine Jax as its newest member. Pictured, left to right, are: kneeling,
Union County Sheriff Ralph G. Froehlich, Prosecutor Thomas V. Manahan;
and, standing, Sergeant John Gillespie, Trainer Chris Aversa and Prosecutor�s
Office Detective Joseph Genna of the Bomb Squad.

�He�s a bit smaller than a German
shepherd but he has that high spirit
and drive that�s needed for a dog doing
police work but as you can see he�s
very sociable,� said Sergeant Gillespie
at the press conference.

He added that Jax will be assigned
to Sheriff�s Office Chris Aversa for his
handling and additional �in-service
training.�

Prosecutor Thomas V. Manahan said
he is grateful that the sheriff is making
�such a valuable resource� available
to the members of the bomb squad,
which has increased the number of
officers assigned and utilized a mobile
robot and bomb disposal trailer to its
arsenal.

County Clerk Appointed
To Steering Committee

Union County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi
was recently named as a member of the
National Association of Counties�
(NACo) Intergovernmental Relations
Steering Committee by NACo Presi-
dent Betty Lou Ward.

NACo�s 13 steering committees com-
prise the policy-making branch of the
association. Each committee is made
up of 50 to 60 county officials who meet
several times a year to examine issues
critical to local government.

The Intergovernmental Relations
Steering Committee focuses on home
rule and regionalism, including issues
dealing with county structure, proce-

dures, and management.
It also concentrates on intergovern-

mental relations between the county
and its subdivisions and state and Fed-
eral governments, as well as liability
and insurance.

The committee is additionally re-
sponsible for oversight of platform
amendments and resolutions for other
steering committees that may be in-
consistent with home rule principles.

Ms. Rajoppi, who previously served
on the Intergovernmental Committee,
is a former State President of the Asso-
ciation of Counties in New Jersey � a
state branch of the national association.

More County News
On Page 20


