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ASPIRIN
For hundreds of years, the people

of Europe drank a tea made from the
leaves of the meadowsweet tree. This
brew was known to relieve the pain
of arthritis and other ailments.

Chemical analysis eventually re-
vealed that the pain relieving com-
ponent of meadowsweet was acetyl-
salicylic acid.

In 1893, the Bayer Company, a
German firm, discovered a way to
make this chemical ingredient syn-
thetically.

They sold the miracle drug under
the name of aspirin. The word aspi-
rin combined three elements: the a,
from acetyl; spir, from the spirea tree
(the Latin name for meadowsweet
was spirea ulmaria); and in, which is
a commonly used suffix for medica-
tions.

Aspirin was probably the first
medicine to become the spoils of war.
In fact, because of conditions written
into the reparation treaty after World
War I, the German company lost its
exclusive patent rights to this uni-
versally used pain reliever.

Thereafter, aspirin became a ge-
neric term. The loss of patent and
trademark rights must have given
the Bayer Company a real big head-
ache.

2 & 1/2 popcorns
Subscribing to the school of bumpkin-

bashing, Home Fries offers up yet an-
other lampoon of trashy, backwater
America, where, it blatantly contends,
resides an inordinate number of cretin-
ous inbreds and other assorted sick pup-
pies.

As sociology, the elitist diatribe is
inaccurate, let alone shamefully unfair.
As comedic farce it flounders in its un-
certainties. But the smirky satire defi-
nitely has its moments.

When Angus, a dimwitted paranoid
portrayed by Jake Busey, and his brother
Dorian, a well-intentioned dolt played
by Luke Wilson, are cowed into doing
their maniacal mother�s bidding, things
go topsy-turvy.

Crazy Mom, played with menacing
grasp by Catherine O�Hara in her best
screen performance to date, suspects that
hubby is stepping out on her. She con-
vinces her boys to put a little scare into
their libidinous stepfather.

It�s quite convenient that the fully-
grown siblings who, incidentally, still
sleep in bunk beds, are weekend war-
riors with a $10 million Army helicopter
at their disposal.

Stalking dear old step dad from the
sky as he drives home one night, they
whirlybird him into such a tizzy that he
dies of a coronary. During the air assault,
however, the plot thickens when the
pilots hear radio transmissions over their
headsets.

Angus later learns about eavesdrop-
ping which emanated from the neighbor-
hood Burger-Matic (the local yokels re-
fer to it as The Restaurant.)

Deferring to older brother�s demands,
Dorian takes a job at the fast food joint to
see if anyone is wise to their unintention-
ally fatal gambit.

There, he meets the comely but very
pregnant Sally Jackson, played with down
home elan by Drew Barrymore, incon-
sistent Southern drawl notwithstanding.
Dorian immediately knows he is smitten
with the drive-up window gal. What he
doesn�t know is that the newest object of
his affection was step-father�s concu-
bine.

The young man can�t even begin to
contemplate what his relationship to
Sally�s imminent offspring will be. Not
to mention what deranged Mom might
think of sonny boy wooing the cause of
her cuckoldry.

An irreverent, partially offbeat com-
edy of bad manners, in Home Fries prac-
tically no one plays by the usually ac-
cepted rules of behavior. The never-
ending search for love ultimately dic-
tates how the cast of assorted wackos,
neurotics and psychopaths will interact.

Of course, director Dean Parisot�s in-
terpretation of Vince Gilligan�s hit-and-
miss script isn�t always referring to ro-
mantic love. That�s just part of it. It is the
irrational, psychologically-driven sort of
love that predominantly flavors this bu-
colic harangue.

Particularly treacherous is insolent
Angus�s overbearing need to win Mom�s
approbation, no matter the cost.

Unfortunately, resorting to a tradi-
tional, romantic plot line to finally re-
solve matters is what eventually under-
mines the film; it dabbles on the edge,
squints into the challenging abyss of
black comedy, and then scurries to the
drab safety of conventional filmmaking.
The sexual attitude is antiseptic to a
curious fault. A saltier approach could
have spiced up the proceedings.

Director Parisot keeps things hum-
ming along and a game cast imbues the
somewhere-in-the-South atmosphere
with all manner of idiosyncrasy. But
while the screenplay creates a convivial
enough 1-2 punch, it just doesn�t possess
the kind of guffaws necessary for a real
comedic knockout.

To create a proper black comedy, it is
incumbent upon the filmmaker to tempo-
rarily raise the bar on what is and what is
not acceptable, at least for the hilarious
moment.

He or she must identify the line where
good taste ends and then cross it with
gleefully wicked conviction, risking that
any social faux pas will be more than
artistically justified by the humorous
truth that emerges. That doesn�t happen
here.

It seems director Parisot�s movie has
erroneously taken a pretentious cue from
the fashion world where, this year, the
�new black� is gray. Although obviously
aspiring to the realm of black comedy,
this half-hearted foray falls a gray shade
or two short of the mark.

While hinting at a more nourishing
comedy, Home Fries winds up, alas, only
a junk food snack.

*  *  *  *  *
Home Fries, rated PG-13, is a Warner

Brothers release directed by Dean Parisot
and stars Drew Barrymore, Luke Wilson
and Jake Busey. Running time: 105 min-
utes.

Efforts of Dedicated Volunteers Set
Fanwood on Steady Course for 2000

Last week, a group of Fanwood residents presented
to Mayor Maryanne S. Connelly and the Borough
Council the results of an ambitious project � span-
ning more than three years and involving dozens of
residents � to guide the community over the thresh-
old of the 21st century.

Several months ago, the Fanwood Community
Assessment Committee organized 35 volunteers into
four action groups, each of which were charged with
developing improvement strategies in an area consid-
ered pivotal to the future prosperity of the borough.
These areas � long-range planning, volunteerism,
communication and the downtown � were chosen
based on a survey last year of 100 residents represent-
ing a strong cross-section of the municipality.

The action groups totaled 35 volunteers � long-
time residents and newcomers alike � who juggled
families, jobs and other commitments to attend once-
or twice-weekly meetings on their respective topics
over a seven-week period. During these sessions,
group members contributed their time, talents and
ideas to strengthening the community in which they
share a vested interest.

To families who have recently moved to the bor-
ough, as well as those long established, Fanwood
represents the typical American dream: a small,
suburban town in which to buy a home, raise and
educate children, practice one�s faith, operate a busi-
ness, and enjoy retirement years. They want to pre-
serve the quality of life borough residents enjoy

today, and see it enhanced for tomorrow.
The Fanwood Borough Council will now review

and evaluate the various proposals which have been
put forth by the groups, some of which require
funding through the 1999 municipal budget. Others,
according to the Assessment Committee�s report
which accompanied the presentations at the Decem-
ber 2 council agenda session, could be achieved at no
expense at all to the borough.

We urge the governing body to give careful consid-
eration to the diverse ideas submitted last week, and
encourage all Fanwood residents to take an active
role in setting the course their community will take.

An array of volunteer opportunities exists in the
borough, ranging from service on municipal boards
and committees to joining the volunteer fire depart-
ment or rescue squad. Citizens also have an opportu-
nity to voice their opinions and concerns at meetings
of the Mayor and Borough Council, or via letters-to-
the editor in their local newspaper. There are many
ways to make a contribution or make a difference.

To the Assessment Committee, the action groups
and all who participated in this endeavor from the
beginning, we offer our congratulations on a job well
done. It is precisely this kind of commitment which
guarantees that Fanwood will, indeed, make a strong
and successful transition into the next millennium.
Their efforts are, as committee consultant Kathy
Weiner remarked at last week�s council session, �a
testament to the civic strength of this community.�

Neighborhood Council
Thanks Westfield Police

The Westfield Neighborhood Council
would like to extend a grateful thank you
to the Westfield Police.

Detective Sergeant John Rowe, Of-
ficer Vincent Costanzo, and Neighbor-
hood Watch Coordinator Richard Coates
visited the Westfield Neighborhood
Council After-School Enrichment Pro-
gram to tell the children how to protect
themselves from strangers, guns, and
other dangers children may encounter.

What a wonderful way to educate chil-
dren and help them make friends with
our local police.

Please accept our sincere thanks on
behalf of the children and staff of the
Neighborhood Council.

Ezella Johnson, Director
Wendy Horn, Enrichment Program

Westfield Neighborhood Council

Our Academic Excellence
Lies In Hands of Voters

By Darielle Walsh

Voters Asked to Demand
Better Plan by Rejecting

Bond Referendum
By Robert H. Flast

Editor�s Note: The following is being
offered as a guest column regarding the
proposed $11.7 million bond which will
be put before voters on December 15.
This newspaper has published opinions
both for and against the bond throughout
the past weeks. Darielle Walsh is Chair-
woman of the Westfield Board of Educa-
tion.

*  *  *  *  *

Does class size matter? Will the prob-
lem go away soon? Some things never
change in the arguments over classroom
construction.

Recently, I accompanied Superinten-
dent of Schools, Dr. William J. Foley,
when he met with a group of elementary
teachers to talk about the bond. During
that meeting, the issue of class size was
raised.

It seems ironic that in all the discus-
sion and research on class size, teachers
in the field are seldom consulted.

Anyone who has dealt with 20 to 25
six- and seven-year olds knows that you
must be constantly in motion, attending
to their every needs and keeping them on
task. As a former teacher, I can attest to
the fact that very little of a primary
teacher�s day is spent lecturing to the
entire class.

What seems obvious, however, is dif-
ficult to quantify in hard data. Educators
rarely have the opportunity to conduct
scientific studies with a treatment and
control group. What parents are going to
agree to have their children in the large
class while others are placed in the
smaller class? The research that does
exist, however, supports the benefits of
small class sizes.

The Westfield Board of Education
believes in small classes and has had a
policy in effect since 1986 calling for a
class size range of between 18 to 25 at the
elementary level. The beneficiaries of
the policy � the students � have exhib-
ited continued academic achievement
and success years later.

It is also the policy of the Board of
Education that class sizes in the primary
grades (Kindergarten through grade 3)
should be at the lower end of the desired
range.

The idea of keeping classes within the
desired range was an important consid-
eration when the additional classrooms
were proposed. Population swings are a
fact of life in every community, and that
often requires board action.

In 1980, I lived in town and saw the

closing of Grant and Lincoln Schools. At
that time, many citizens argued that our
population dip was a temporary problem.
By 1989, the district enrollment had
dropped from 5,845 in 1980 to 4,335. For
13 years the district operated without
adding any classrooms.

You could say the enrollment drop
was temporary, but like any business that
loses customers, the Westfield Board
needed to reduce its operating expenses
as enrollment declined. By closing schools
in 1980, the board saved the Westfield
taxpayers millions of dollars in property
taxes.

Now we find ourselves in the opposite
situation. Since 1989, the enrollment has
been increasing steadily � reaching
5,053 students this year. In 1994, the
board heard from many concerned citi-
zens that the problem was temporary.
Yet it would be difficult to argue that by
1996, 12 classrooms were needed at both
Wilson and Jefferson Elementary
Schools.

Franklin Elementary School had 556
children in 1996 just before approxi-
mately 80 students were moved to Wil-
son. Despite that move, Franklin now
has 552 students or just four less than
before redistricting.

When critics of the bond argue that
class sizes can be allowed to increase to
temporarily address the problem, they
are partially correct. If we are willing to
have more classes of 26 and over, we will
reduce the need for rooms. The argument
fails to consider, however, the need for
special education classes or space at the
intermediate level.

Currently, we have 35 pre-school
handicapped students. When these chil-
dren enter kindergarten, we will need
one and possibly two self-contained spe-
cial education classes at the elementary
level. Every single self-contained spe-
cial education class is now at capacity.

Where will we find the room? The
bulge in elementary enrollment is just
beginning to impact on the intermediate
schools. While these buildings have the
capacity to handle well above the current
enrollment, five classrooms currently
dedicated to elementary programs now
housed at Edison Intermediate School
will be needed as the intermediate en-
rollment grows. Where will we find the
room?

Projections of total district enrollment
can be reasonably accurate, but building
projections are not as precise. For ex-
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A Supportive Vote on Referendum
Will Help Maintain School Excellence
From elementary school through high

school, our children bright and eager are
crowding the classrooms, forging life-
long friendships, and building a founda-
tion for higher education, career and
family. We are fortunate indeed that this
town and its reputation replenish them-
selves.

School Superintendent Dr.William J.
Foley and all nine representatives on our
Board of Education have asked the town
to invest in itself and its children. We
should make this investment by voting
for the bond referendum on December
15.

There are three major long-term needs
which the town continues to address in
its school system: insufficient classroom
space, capital repairs to the existing fa-
cilities, and improved access to informa-
tion technology for students, faculty and
administration.

No one really quarrels with the latter
two needs. As one of my neighbors re-
cently put it: �I know that a capital repair
untended today will cost more tomor-
row.� So too, wide use of information
technology is an absolute requirement
for a career in the 21st century. Once
completed, both items are expected to
have long useful lives.

The cost for these improvements is
appropriately paid over the useful life of
the improvement.

As to insufficient classroom space,
this shortcoming is well documented.
Moreover, enrollments continue to in-
crease as do live births in Westfield.
Both of these statistics support the pro-
jection that our facilities, even with new
rooms, will be well used for the foresee-
able future.

With children in high school and as a
former board member, I know that sev-
eral years ago some of our high school
students were closed out of honors courses
because of a lack of space. I also know
that children today are scheduled into
labs that simply do not have enough seats
for the class.

Plainly, more room is needed now.
Given the higher elementary and middle
school enrollments, more room will be
needed in the future, as well.

Part of the classroom budget for this
bond issue will be spent reconfiguring
unused space at the high school to create
four additional classrooms. It is money
well spent.

As to elementary classes, the addi-
tions of a few years ago are full.

Class sizes are increasing throughout
the district. Special Purpose rooms are
extremely limited. Based on the continu-
ing high kindergarten enrollments and
the live birth statistics, elementary en-
rollments are expected to continue to
increase over the next five years. Again,
more room is needed.

No doubt, one can pick on one aspect
or another in the proposed bond issue
and suggest a different approach. Any
such approach will itself have advan-
tages and disadvantages.

The proposed bond issue addresses
recognized needs of the district in a
responsible way. It is supported unani-
mously by those who have studied these
problems most closely.

The proposal � and indeed our chil-

dren and town � deserve the support
requested by our board members and
superintendent.

John M. Toriello
Westfield

Overcrowding in Schools Should
Encourage A �Yes� Vote on Bond

So Robert Flast believes that the bond
referendum should be voted down be-
cause � he is convinced � the current
overcrowding in our school system is
temporary. He�s even got some projec-
tions from well-respected sources to back-
up his assertions.

Well here�s another projection: If our
children are continually faced with sar-
dine-can like conditions (as one of mine
is now), their education will surely be
compromised.

In his article, Mr. Flast makes numer-
ous references to projections calculated
by Dr. Sara Weissman, a professional
demographic research consultant. And
while her projected enrollment increases
at the middle and high school level do
indeed bring pause, so does the increase
of 7.6 percent at the elementary level.

The classroom space in the elemen-
tary school of my district, Franklin, is
woefully inadequate today. Any increase
in the student population will only exas-
perate the problem and lower the stan-
dard of our children�s education.

Perhaps the worse case scenario in
Mr. Flast�s mind is that the bond is
approved, the additions at Franklin and
McKinley are built, our taxes go up, and
the bulge passes through just as the
ribbon-cutting ceremony ends.

Contrast that with my worse case sce-
nario: The bulge is worse than expected,
runs longer than expected, and our school
system is ill-equipped to handle it. At
that point in time, will the tax savings
seem worth it? I think not.

The bottom line: My career, television
editing, affords me the option of rewind-

Dave Trumpp Thanks Republican
Council Team for Election Support

I wish to personally thank the 1,144
citizens for their vote of confidence as
one of the two Republican Fanwood
Borough Council candidates.

Also, I wish to personally thank each
person who served on the 1998 Fanwood
Republican Council Campaign team for
his/her support and dedication.

It was an honor and a privilege to have
Will Coronato as my running-mate. I
believe he will become a very successful
and effective Fanwood Borough elected
official in the near future, due to his fine
character and willingness to serve the
citizens of Fanwood.

I know that his wife, Darlene, and
their two children, Andrew and Peter,
are proud of his first attempt to seek
political office.

In closing, I would like to strongly
emphasize to every citizen that voting is
a privilege that should not be taken for
granted and that our current governing
body needs your support in order to rep-
resent you more effectively and for the
general benefit of Fanwood.

Dave Trumpp
1998 Fanwood Republican

Council Candidate
Fanwood

ing a scene, dissecting every nuance, and
altering the outcome if things don�t turn
out as planned. Unfortunately, my
children�s education doesn�t come with
that luxury. Not unlike live TV, I�ve got
just one chance to make the right choice.

And since I can�t necessarily fix com-
promised educations after the fact, I�d
rather our school system had room-to-
spare rather than no spare room.

Therefore, I�m voting �yes� on the
bond referendum, and I urge others to do
the same.

Jonathan Applebaum
Westfield

More Letters
On Page 5

Editor�s Note: The following column
is the last in a series regarding the bond
referendum proposed by the Westfield
Board of Education. Bob Flast is a former
member of the school board. In the past
weeks, this newspaper has published
commentaries both in favor and against
the $11.7 million proposed bond refer-
endum which goes before voters this
Tuesday, December 15.

*  *  *  *  *
In all earnest and with the desire to

ensure that our children, today and to-
morrow, receive the best possible educa-
tion in excellent facilities, I urge that you
vote �no� and reject the proposed $11.7
million bond next week, December 15.
The plan needs to be significantly better
formulated, then returned to the voters
for consideration in the spring. This gives
us all time to complete the plan, to avoid
the problems that will be created by the
proposed plan and to ensure the best
commitment of everyone�s resources.

The proposed plan is incomplete and
flawed. It will lead to significant prob-
lems and many additional costs. This
will stymie our goal of achieving excel-
lence for the education of our children.
There are many factors that must be
considered with the full facts presented
to the public. Unfortunately, this critical
issue is being rushed to the polls without
sufficient preparation or deliberation.
You need to be given complete informa-
tion.

I have tried to explain this by present-
ing several examples in past articles.
Regarding so many additional elemen-
tary classrooms, it is counterproductive

to build them without a plan for funding
the staff, operation and maintenance of
the facilities. This will drain our ability
to fund other necessary programs to teach
the children.

I also observe that many taxpayers and
parents might vote for the $6.0 million
improvement and $0.8 million alteration
portions of the bond and against the $4.5
million for so many new classrooms.
That is, if they were given the choice.
However, you�re being presented with
an �all or none� package. It comprises
some good and some flaws. The only way
to correct the situation and have the
board act on it is to vote down the refer-
endum. Send the superintendent and the
board back to the drawing board to
straighten matters out.

They protest this notion, but it�s not
the best they can do. And yes, they are
supported by the Citizens Advisory Com-
mittee. However, the Committee�s own
report reveals that the data they were
given to consider were based on neither
an independent assessment of our demo-
graphics nor on a strict application of the
board�s own policy on elementary class
sizes.

Given the now updated demographics,
we are being asked to fund a solution for
a temporary 7 percent increase in el-
ementary enrollments while a 20+ per-
cent increase in middle and high school
enrollments goes largely ignored.

Many things have been said in the
�infomercials� and brochures sent home
with our children. We are told that �there
is no space in any elementary school for
additional classrooms,� clearly suggest-
ing that we are at maximum occupancy.

Nowhere is it admitted that, in fact,
the average number of elementary stu-
dents per classroom today is 20.9 and, if
we build no new classrooms, the average
number of students will grow to 21.2,
still a long way from the policy maximum
of 25.

In fact, almost two-thirds of our stu-
dents today are in classes of 21 or fewer
students. While that number will de-
crease as we fill up classrooms with this
temporary bulge, 92 percent of our stu-
dents will be in classes of 25 or less in
2002 compared with 89 percent today.

In contrast to what former Schools
Superintendent Dr. Mark C. Smith clearly
told the board in 1993, we are being told,
generally by parents, that smaller is bet-
ter, when it comes to class sizes.

Yet, when you look at the only publicly
available data relevant to the curriculum,
namely school district performance on
the eighth grade Early Warning Test, you
find that for the nine large (more than
3,500 students in Kindergarten to grade
12) school districts in District Factor
Group I (a measure of socioeconomic
similarity) including Westfield, the two
highest scoring districts are Westfield
and Ridgewood.

The overall student-teacher ratios (the
closest surrogate for class size in the
state databanks) for Westfield and
Ridgewood are also very similar at 14.3
students per teacher.

What is truly astonishing is that if you
look at the remaining seven districts,
who all score more poorly on the Early
Warning Test, half of them have student-
teacher ratios greater than Westfield and
Ridgewood and half of them have stu-
dent-teacher ratios less than Westfield
and Ridgewood!

Within reasonable limits, such as the
board�s policy of 18 to 25 elementary
students per class, there is no reason to
be concerned about the impact of class
size on our children.

We have been told that the state has
made it more difficult for the board to
save �unencumbered free balance� or
left-over budget money each year to fund
such projects on its own.

State-mandated caps on our budget
increases (that could be waived by a
referendum, which paradoxically has not
been proposed by the board), raise seri-
ous questions as to how we are going to
fund the operating portion of our annual
budget.

Where is the money going to come
from to replace the annual surplus on
which the board has come to rely; or, to
fund the negotiated increases in salaries
and benefits; or, to fund the teachers
salaries and maintenance costs for the
proposed new classrooms; or, finally to
fund the new computers to attach to the
proposed communications infrastructure.

It would be a cruel irony if the town
approved the bond and we had class-


