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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ATTACKING THE STENCH...Westfield firefighters hose down Quimby Street
in Westfield last Friday morning after a leaking garbage truck spilled the so
called �garbage juice� on the street creating a stench in the area. Pictured at left
is local Realtor Warren Rorden. Please see editorial on Page 4.

RESCUERS� TEAMWORK LAUDED

Bus Accident Victim
On Road to Recovery
By BOBBIE BALDASSARI TURSI

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Thanks to extraordinary coopera-
tion among Westfield�s emergency
response units, a Westfield woman
is alive today following a serious
traffic accident which occurred on
March 17.

Andrea R. Mohl, 52, was struck
by a privately-owned Laidlaw Tran-
sit school bus van as she crossed the
intersection of Rahway Avenue and
West Broad Street.

The driver of the bus, who had
picked up several students at Cen-
tennial High School shortly before
the accident occurred, apparently
did not see the victim crossing the
street while making a right-hand
turn from Rahway onto West Broad.

Members of the Westfield police
and fire departments, along with
rescue squad volunteers, joined
forces to rescue the woman, who
had become pinned underneath the
right front wheel of the vehicle.

Emergency personnel utilized air
bags and wooden blocks to extricate
Mrs. Mohl, who was pinned beneath
the right front wheel of the bus.

Mrs. Mohl, who sustained a head
injury and was rendered unconscious
in the accident, was transported by
rescue squad volunteers and para-
medics to University Hospital in
Newark, where she was placed in
intensive care.

Discharged from the hospital on
April 11, she has made a remarkable
recovery, according to the Westfield
Police Department. No charges were
filed against the driver of the bus.

Laidlaw Transit is contracted by
the Union County Educational Ser-
vices Commission for transporta-
tion of students to and from Centen-
nial High School on Westfield Av-
enue.

Westfield Deputy Fire Chief Den-
nis C. Burke stated his department
was able to respond to the accident
so quickly due to the fact that the
department desk watch monitors po-
lice frequencies. The officer on duty
responded immediately to the po-
lice report, he said.

As a result, several members of the
Westfield Fire Department were
awarded Departmental Commenda-
tions for their heroic efforts by Fire
Chief Paul A. Battiloro, Jr. during an
awards ceremony on Memorial Day.

The recipients included
firefighters Timothy F. Brennan,
Bruce R. Miller, Robert Tarantino,
John W. Peterson, Jr., and the late
John Fiorino; Lieutenants Kenneth
Dannevig and James Ryan; Captain
John J. Duelks, and John
Scalzadonna, a volunteer.

�I think this is just another ex-
ample of how all the entities in
Westfield work together,� com-
mented Westfield Police Chief An-
thony J. Scutti. Regarding Mrs.
Mohl, he added, �Thank God she�s
doing very well.�

�I think it (the cooperative effort
among the various departments)
pays off in instances like this,� he
stated. �We move along very well,
and I think it�s a matter of open
communications that accomplish all
this.�

Verdict

Verdict to Perform Aug. 27
As Part of Summer Series

SCOTCH PLAINS � The final
Scotch Plains Village Green Sum-
mer Concert will be presented by
Verdict on Thursday, August 27.

Verdict consists of three members:
Roland Richard on keyboards and
vocals; Johnny Youth on drums and
vocals, and Marcelino Thompson on
brass and vocals.

A performance by Verdict was been
described by Scotch Plains Recre-
ation Director as �soothes the nerves
with a shot of exotic calypso, a help-
ing of reggae topped with soca funk
to create a fun, exhilarating blend of
sexy sound.�

The three-member band has per-
formed at numerous clubs in the tri-
state area, including Nell�s in New
York where Stevie Wonder sang a
Bob Marley song with the band. They
also performed in Spain and Trinidad.

The concert is being sponsored by
the Scotch Plains Cultural Arts Com-
mittee and is scheduled to be held on
the Village Green from 7:30 p.m. to

9 p.m.
The concert is free to the public

and residents are urged to bring lawn
chairs and blankets for their comfort.

Mountainside Council Looks to Other Towns
To Fill Volunteer Void on Borough Rescue Squad

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Mountainside residents  ex-
pressed fears at Tuesday night�s
Borough Council meeting over re-
ports that the borough�s rescue
squad will have no daytime volun-
teers come Labor Day.

Michael Krasner, of Old Tote Road,
a Democrat who is running for a seat
on the Borough Council, asked Mayor
Robert F. Viglianti how many volun-
teers would be left when student squad
volunteers return to college.

Another squad member, Kit Carson,
who has handled the bulk of daytime
calls this summer, is also a school
teacher and thus will not be available
as of next month.

Mr. Krasner asked whether there
would be a void in coverage should an
emergency happen. The Mayor re-
sponded that �there would be no void
in coverage,� if there was an emer-
gency in Mountainside, although he
did encourage Mr. Krasner to consider
volunteering for the squad.

Last week, the council pointed to the

potential of a lack of volunteers during
the August 11 council meeting. Ac-
cording to statements made at that meet-
ing, Mayor Viglianti said he was first
alerted to the lack of daytime volunteer
personnel for the fall on August 7.

The Mayor assured Mr. Krasner that
the council and members of the rescue
squad, police and fire departments were
actively seeking solutions to the volun-
teer shortage.

Mayor Viglianti said he had sched-
uled meeting with representatives of
those emergency services immedi-
ately following the council meeting
and that another meeting was sched-
uled for Monday, August 31. The
August 31 meeting will be open to
the public although they will be able
to comment.

The Mayor also stated that there was
an agreement with neighboring com-
munity squads in Springfield and West-
field that would respond if need be, and
that this type of agreement � known
as mutual aid � has been in place for
many years.

Also, the Mayor said that using paid
personnel to cover for Mountainside�s
rescue team was an option that was
being considered. He added that Bor-
ough Administrator Gregory Bonin was
looking into alternatives and would
bring all of his findings to the August
31 meeting.

Squad members returning to school
were primarily daytime volunteers and
other squad members handle emer-
gency calls at other times of the day, the
Mayor explained.

Louis Thomas of Friar Lane also
expressed concern over what he called
a �crisis.� He said he did not feel con-
fident that there would be continuous
emergency coverage.

Mayor Viglianti reminded him that a
large sign has been posted outside the
Fire Department asking for volunteers,
for some time. Like the rescue squad,
Mountainside has a volunteer fire de-
partment.

The Mayor also cited the Scotch
Plains Township Rescue Squad as a
good example of how a squad can
provide coverage. The Mayor reported
that the township has a large number of
retired citizens volunteering, while
noting that many communities have
had similar problems.

Mayor Viglianti stated that Spring-
field has just started to use an outside

contracted company and that other
communities such as Clark were also
facing shortages of volunteers.

The Mayor went on to claim that the
volunteer crisis is statewide. He said
that there is legislation currently being
considered that would entice residents
to volunteer through tax breaks, ex-
emptions from jury duty and a pension
for volunteers that work 10 or more
years.

The Mayor said officials had started
researching what outside services op-
erate in the area. Mr. Bonin reported
there are three companies he contacted
so far � Rural Metro, Able Ambu-
lance and American Medical Response.

Scott Schmedel of Deer Path Road
stated that he had no idea how seri-
ous the problem of volunteers for the
rescue and fire departments had be-
come until he read about it in last
week�s newspapers. He also wanted
to know if this shortage would have
an effect on his homeowner insur-
ance policy.

Councilman Werner Schon told Mr.
Schmedel that the situation would have
no impact on the insurance policy al-
though it may impact commercial
buildings that do not have sprinkler
systems.

Mr. Schmedel asked for more time
for the public portion of the council
meeting because of what he called the
seriousness of the problem.

Mayor Viglianti reminded Mr.
Schmedel and others in the audience
that there was a meeting for members
of the emergency teams and himself
immediately following the council
meeting and that not all of the options
have been fully researched yet.

He also reminded Mr. Schmedel that
the August 31 meeting is open to the
public.

In other business, the Mayor read a
resolution congratulating Mountain-
side Community Pool Lifeguard April
Bobenchik for her �swift response� to
a young resident who hit her head on
the diving board in July. The Mayor
stated that �our pool has a young and
very dedicated, efficient staff who are a
tribute to their parents and those who
hired them.�

The Mayor said that the resolution
was �doubly satisfying� because just
last month another lifeguard was rec-
ognized for also responding quickly to
a pool emergency.
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