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Cynthia Meryl to Offer
Performing Arts Classes

WESTFIELD � Cynthia Meryl,
Broadway performer and Artistic Di-
rector of the Westfield Young Artists
Cooperative Theatre (WYACT), will
again offer professional classes in the
performing arts at the Westfield School
of Dance in Westfield.

Ms. Meryl teaches Beginners, Inter-
mediate, and Advanced Acting classes,
which concentrate on improvisation,
character development, and scene study.

She also offers Musical Theatre
classes, Beginners and Intermediate/
Advanced, which focus on song selec-

tion and interpretation, ensemble work,
voice, and musical theater movement
and dance. Private sessions in voice
and/or acting are also available.

Ms. Meryl, a professional actress in
the New York and national theater arena
for over 25 years, said she designs her
classes to prepare the performer for
auditions and the professional stage.

In that vein, she has invited profes-
sionals to teach classes and/or work-
shops in costuming and stage lighting,
as well as advanced musical theater
dance.

Ms. Meryl, an original cast member
in the Broadway musical Nine, has also
appeared in productions of My Fair
Lady, South Pacific, and Side By Side
By Sondheim, among other shows.

Ms. Meryl was the Stage Director of
WYACT�s production of Rodgers and
Hammerstein�s musical Carousel in the
Victoria Theatre at the New Jersey Per-
forming Arts Center this summer. She
also directed WYACT�s production this
month of Wendy Wasserstein�s com-
edy, Isn�t It Romantic.

She will work alongside Joanne
Carey, a former dance instructor for the
Paper Mill Playhouse and the new owner
and master dance instructor at the West-
field School of Dance.

Class registration will occur on Tues-
day, Wednesday and Thursday, Sep-
tember 1, 2 and 3, from noon to 8 p.m.
at the Westfield School of Dance, 402
Boulevard, in Westfield. For acting or
musical theater class information, please
call (908) 233-3200.Cynthia Meryl

Joanne Carey is New Owner
Of Westfield School of Dance

WESTFIELD � Joanne Carey is the
new owner and Artistic Director of the
Westfield School of Dance, 402 Boule-
vard in Westfield.

Miss Carey�s educational background
includes the American Academy of Dra-
matic Arts in New York City, a Bachelor
of Arts Degree from Rutgers University�s
Mason Gross School of the Arts, and
studies at the Universite de la Sorbonne
in Paris, France.

She also completed the master�s pro-
gram in Dance Education at New York
University

Her theater credits include appear-
ances in Steel Magnolias, The Wizard
Of Oz, Godspell and Oliver.

She has also performed as a soloist
with Andrew Jannetti & Dancers, a
modern dance company which has per-
formed at the Forum Theater, the George
Street Playhouse, and Dance Theatre
Works in New York City.

Miss Carey�s television credits in-
clude closing ceremonies following the
1986 renovation of the Statue of Lib-
erty, as well as commercials. She is the
artist-in-residence at Manalapan High
School, and is also a part of the artists-
in-schools program for the Papermill Joanne Carey

Playhouse in Millburn.
She has taught throughout the tri-

state area since 1991, and is still the
owner of the Turning Pointe Creative
Arts Center, which freelances dance
instructors for dance in nursery schools.

For further information on the West-
field School of Dance and its new owner,
please call (908) 789-3011.

Mothers� Center Installs
Officers; Plans Fall Events

The Mothers� Center of Central
New Jersey, a support group for moth-
ers of children of all ages, recently
installed new officers for the 1998-
1999 program year. The group is
celebrating its 20th anniversary this
year.

Incoming officers include Presi-
dent Elaine Carlsen of Middlesex,
Vice President of Communica-
tions Mindy Koprowski and Vice
President of Operations Tracey
Foley, both of Scotch Plains, Co-
Treasurers Ann Reitz of Union
and Debbie Daniels of Colonia,
Corresponding Secretary Laura
Matrale of Scotch Plains, and
Recording Secretary Georgia
Marino of Westfield.

The Mothers� Center fall 1998
calendar begins with a Consignment
Sale of children�s clothes, toys, and
more on Wednesday and Thursday,
September 16 and 17, from 9 a.m. to
2 p.m. on both days, at the Crescent
Avenue Presbyterian Church,
Watchung Avenue and East 7th Street
in Plainfield.

An open house for prospective new
members and their children will be
held on Thursday, September 24, at
9:30 a.m., also at the Crescent Av-
enue Presbyterian Church.

Fall discussion groups will include
�Creative Memories,� �Tired of Nag-
ging? Thirty Days to Positive
Parenting,� �The Joys of Boys: Rais-
ing a Son in the 90s,� and �The
Mother Dance.�

For more information, please call

MOTHERS� DAY�The Mothers� Center of New Jersey, which is celebrating its
20th anniversary this year, recently installed new officers for 1998-1999.
Incoming officers, pictured left to right, are: front row, Co-Treasurer Debbie
Daniels and Corresponding Secretary Laura Matrale and, back row, President
Elaine Carlsen, Vice President of Communications Mindy Koprowski, Vice
President of Operations Tracey Foley, Co-Treasurer Ann Reitz, and Recording
Secretary Georgia Marino.

(908) 561-1751, or visit the Moth-
ers� Center Web site on the Internet
at http://westfieldnj.com/mccnj.

Room Available
In Vo-Tech Courses

Room is still available for more stu-
dents in the myriad of full- and part-
time, day and evening courses being
offered by the Union County Voca-
tional-Technical Schools as they begin
their operational year.

The fall semester will get underway
with the opening of the Day Session on
Wednesday, September 2. The Divi-
sion of Continuing Education�s evening
classes start on Monday, September
21, with the exception of Manicuring/
Nails Technology and Cosmetology
which are to open on Monday, Sep-
tember 14.

Patrick Mauro, Director of Admis-
sions, Curriculum and Instruction,
pointed out that the Day Session pro-
vides skills-training in a wide variety
of occupations.

Daytime classes are for adult tuition
participants as well as high school
students who wish to attend the Voca-
tional Technical Schools on a shared-
time basis.

According to Thomas E. Highsmith,
Director of Adult Education, two new
offerings have been added to the
Evening Session bringing the overall
total to 92. Various New Jersey State
licensing preparation courses are also
available.

Day Session registrations are being
held daily from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. in Baxel
Hall at the UCVTS Scotch Plains Cam-
pus, located at 1776 Raritan Road. This
is also the site of the Evening Session
registrations to take place Friday, Sep-
tember 4, through Tuesday, September
11, from 3 p.m. to 7:15 p.m.

The Day Session can be reached by
phone at (908) 889-2999 and the Evening
Session at (908) 889-2922 or 2914.

Paul Nazzaro Music Studio
Begins Enrollment for Season
WESTFIELD - Enrollment for the

1998-1999 year has begun at the
Paul Nazzaro Music Studio in West-
field.

According to Mr. Nazzaro, the pi-
ano studio helps to develop a wide
variety of styles and sounds from
Bach and blues, to popular and jazz.
Private lessons are scheduled once a
week for half an hour.

Teaching, which is personalized,
aimed at developing an understand-
ing of the piano and building an
enhanced sense of self-confidence,
self-reliance, and self-respect. Spe-
cial care is taken to ensure musical
selections are enjoyable and some-
thing new is learned with each selec-
tion.

The studio uses electronic key-
boards, computers, and Musical In-
strument Digital Interface (MIDI) to
enhance each student�s understand-
ing, creativity, and skills. Students
will learn music composition while
inputing notation directly into the
computer from the digital keyboard.

They play back and save their com-
position, and are able to take home a
printed copy of their song.

The Paul Nazzaro Music Studio is

Paul Nazzaro

the only musical school in the West-
field area that offers hands-on com-
puter composition along with piano
training.

Several holiday related perfor-
mance-parties are scheduled through-
out the year to enable the children to
showcase their musical growth. Each
parent is invited to hear his/her child
perform at one of the three recitals in
June, which are short and festive,
Mr. Navarro said.

There are many other attributes of
the studio such as a newsletter called
�The Soundboard� and piano tapes.

Mr. Nazzaro has been teaching
private and group piano classes in
Westfield since 1985, and has been
on the staff of the Springfield and
Milltown school systems. He gradu-
ated with a degree in piano from The
Catholic University Of America in
Washington, D.C. He is a state certi-
fied music teacher, a licensed
Kindermusik teacher, a member of
the National Music Teachers Asso-
ciation, and a member of the West-
field Chamber of Commerce.

He has also taught at the Carolyn
Klinger-Kueter Piano Studio for over
10 years, is a state certified music
teacher, and teaches electronic key-
boards at the Westfield Summer
Workshop for the Arts.

Mr. Nazzaro continues to expand
his own musical development by writ-
ing and arranging music on comput-
ers, performing locally, enrolling in
further musical studies at
Westminster Choir College in
Princeton and has been an active
member of the St. Helen�s Roman
Catholic Church Community Music
Ministry in Westfield.

For an informal get-together
or a free brochure, please call
232-3310 ,  emai l  pnazzaro@
att.net, or visit the studio web-
site at home.att.net/~pnazzaro/
pnazzaro.musicstudio.html.

Elizabethtown Water
Warns Customers

To Check Workers ID�s
To promote safety in the commu-

nities it serves, Elizabethtown Water
Company and its subsidiaries are
reminding customers to insist on see-
ing proper identification of anyone
who comes to their home claiming to
be a water company employee.

All company employees carry iden-
tification and should be asked to
show it if they are on a customer�s
property or if they ask permission to
enter a customer�s home.

All meter readers must wear their
identification badges on their uni-
forms. The badge displays the
employee�s name, photograph, sig-
nature, Social Security number and
an expiration date.

If customers have any doubt about
the identity of a person claiming to
be a water company employee, they
should call the Elizabethtown Water
Company customer service depart-
ment at (800) 272-1325.

Retired Professor Discovers
Joy in Listening to Others

WESTFIELD � He is a very
learned man. A retired university
professor, chemist and corporate con-
sultant, with multiple degrees in busi-
ness and chemistry. But Dr. Elmer
Waters� motto for finding happiness
is simple: �The more you can forget
about yourself and concentrate on
others, the happier you can be.�

Dr. Waters took his own advice
and became a CONTACT We Care
telephone volunteer five years ago.
�I was looking for something to do
upon retiring, and had always been
interested in psychology and coun-
seling,� said the 70-year-old former
Westfield resident.

Now, after countless hours offer-
ing the gift of listening to callers in
need, Dr. Waters remarked, �If I help
one person during each shift on the
phone lines, I am happy. It�s time
well spent.�

Dr. Waters, who is a Professor

Dr. Elmer Waters
Emeritus at Montclair State Univer-
sity in Upper Montclair, where he
taught for more than 20 years, has
very specific goals when he works
the phone lines at the Union County-
based telephone hot line.

�I want to make the caller laugh
once or twice during our conversa-
tion,� he explained. �I believe laugh-
ter is a healer. I�d also like to get
some commitment to action.�

A graduate of Columbia Univer-
sity, Rutgers University and New
York University, Dr. Waters was born
and raised in Budapest, Hungary.
He moved to the United States 50
years ago.

�I went to night school for 15
years in order to earn my master�s
and Doctoral degrees,� said Dr.
Waters, who has been married for 47
years.

Now that he is retired, the father
of two and grandfather of one said
he also enjoys reading, playing chess,
and day trips to New York City.

�By being here for the callers,
having the willingness to help, I am
improving my character,� he re-
vealed. �It increases my skill and
allows me to do something creative...
I guess most people help others partly
for selfish reasons � it makes you
feel good!�

For more information about vol-
unteering for CONTACT We Care,
please call (908) 889-4140. The next
volunteer training sessions will be
held on Monday evenings, Septem-
ber 28 through December 14.


