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Rotary Clubs Offer Their Members
 A Real Sense of Commitment

By MICHAEL P. BABIK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

On a typical Tuesday afternoon in
August, members of the Westfield Ro-
tary Club gather in a second floor ban-
quet room at the Westfield “Y.” Some
have been coming here for more than
a half century and others apprehen-
sively await their first meeting.

As 12:15 p.m. approaches, the pia-
nist warms up and Stan Kaslusky, the
Director of the Westfield “Y” and newly
elected President of Rotary, rings a
bell to start the meeting. First, they
recite the pledge of allegiance before
the whole ensemble breaks into the
“Star Spangled
Banner.” With
luck, you might
get a Rotary ren-
dition of “Under
the Silvery
Moon,” but not
today.

After the sing-
ing, some of the
Rotarians an-
nounce recent
events in their
lives or things for
which they are
thankful. Since
self promotion is
frowned upon in
Rotary, members
are fined one dol-
lar for every such
announcement
they make. Mem-
bers pay in ad-
vance, dropping
bills into a bucket
labeled “Happy
Bucks.”

Each meeting
has a special pre-
sentation with ei-
ther a Rotarian or
guest speaker on
issues that range
from the Internet to personal fitness.
Westfield Symphony Orchestra Music
Director and Conductor, David Wroe
was a recent guest speaker.

Standing there in the room, one may
be swept away to a different era, a time
when life was more simple. The Rotary
represents true Americana and with the
Star Spangled Banner playing in the
background, it’s not hard to conjure up
images of the county fair, barn dances,
or one-room schoolhouses.

It is a place where area professionals
take refuge from the hustle and bustle of
the 1990s, and gather together to cel-
ebrate a sense of community.

“I was attracted to Rotary because of
the community service it has provided
and the sharing, fellowships and caring
among the members,” explained Carol
Wood, the new President of the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains club and a real estate bro-
ker in Westfield.

From doctors and lawyers to florists
and funeral directors, over 100 men
and women make up the Westfield and
Fanwood-Scotch Plains clubs. Both
luncheon clubs meet weekly.

The Westfield club has awarded
$99,435 in grants and scholarships,
over the last year, according to Dr. D.
Michael Hart, former President and
current Assistant District Governor.
Of that amount, over $80,000 is
awarded in scholarships to Westfield
college and high school students.

“I’m very excited by the tremendous
scholarship and feel like I am making
a contribution.” said Mr. Kaslusky,
Chairman of the committee that inter-
views the local students.

Mr. Kaslusky, who became
Westfield’s Rotary President last
month, joined the group nearly 30 years
ago. He believes that as Executive
Director of the local “Y,” the Rotary is
a great way for him to learn about the

community.
He plans to hold an event to honor

those Westfielders who volunteer to
serve on town councils and commis-
sions, feeling that these people pro-
vide a tremendous service for the town
that is perhaps overlooked or not fully
appreciated.

The Westfield club also funds a vo-
cational school in Thailand to teach
young girls to sew, thus providing them
with a marketable skill in a country that
sees many young girls led into prosti-
tution. The Singer Sewing Company
donated nearly 30 sewing machines
through the Rotary project.

The Westfield club also supports the
Interact Club, a high school Rotary
service club where students help sup-
ply diapers for babies with AIDS and
toys for children in Ukraine.

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains club,
about half the size of the Westfield club,
hopes to become just as involved with
local youth. The group already has a
Project Literacy program at Coles El-
ementary Schools, where Rotarians read
to students so as to interest children in
books and reading at an early age.

The club is also involved with high
school students through a Linking
Leaders program. On specific days,
high school students attend work with
Rotary members and learn about the
professions.

“We want to increase awareness and
knowledge of the community and world
for children and prepare them for a
leadership role,” stated Ms. Wood.

Additionally, the group built a new
barbecue grill at the Scotch Plains Se-
nior Citizen Complex which is an ex-
ample of how Rotary touches all mem-
bers of the community, young and old,
said Ms. Wood.

In addition to local humanitarian ef-
forts, each club makes contributions to
the national Rotary organization to be

used in worldwide projects. “The hall-
mark of Rotary,” according to Dr. Hart,
is in the Polio Plus program which
plans to eradicate Polio from the world
by the year 2005. The Rotary has spent
close to $400 million for the project.

According to a Rotary publication,
118 nations have benefited from Polio
Plus and one billion children received
a Polio vaccine due to the efforts of this
program.

Both clubs are also involved in the
international Peddles for Progress event
which collects old bikes from local
residents, repairs them, and ships them
to 16 developing countries in Latin

America, Africa,
and the Pacific Is-
lands. The national
organization has
shipped over 23,000
bicycles to date.

Members of the
Rotary are just as di-
verse as the pro-
grams themselves.
Bob Maxwell, of
Mountain-side, lives
on the same prop-
erty where he was
born. A retired
member of Don
Maxwell Furniture
Restoration, Mr.
Maxwell has been in
the Westfield Rotary
for 50 years.

He has served as
Secretary and Presi-
dent, and has never
missed a weekly
meeting. Bill
Henderson, fluent in
Chinese — with his
native Scottish ac-
cent — was Presi-
dent of the Taiwan
Rotary Club when
he lived there for 20
years. He currently

serves as Publicity Director of the West-
field club.

Participation and attendance at
meetings are key to being a Rotarian.
Members must attend over 60 percent
of the meetings to stay in the club,
according to Dr. Hart. If a member
misses a meeting while traveling, it
must be made up within two weeks at
another Rotary club. When members
are out of town, they often exchange
small banners with the local Rotary
clubs they visit.

The Westfield club displays banners
from Scotland to India. (see photo)

The Rotary organization was
founded in 1905 and has 1.2 million
members and 27,000 clubs worldwide.
The club has four avenues of service,
according to Dr. Hart: club service —
which deals with the administration of
the club, community service — deal-
ing with community affairs, vocational
service — honoring business and com-
munity leaders, and international ser-
vice — focusing on global issues.

“I like to be in touch with the com-
munity,” commented Dr. Hart. “Suc-
cessful business (members) like to give
things back to the community. Rotary
is a wonderful social club which can
help the community at the same time.”

Mountainside Rescue Squad Faces
Total Depletion of its Volunteers

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Mountainside Council met on
Tuesday evening to discuss the lack
of volunteers to properly man emer-
gency services within the borough.
According to Mayor Robert F.
Viglianti, those presently serving on
the volunteer rescue squad include
one teacher and a couple of college
students — all of whom will be re-
turning to school in September.

In order to remedy the situation,
the Mayor has asked that a special
emergency meeting be convened of
all borough emergency personnel
within the police department, fire
department and rescue squad, as well
as members of the council, to discuss
options for the future of these ser-
vices.

The meeting is currently set for
Monday, August 31, at 8 p.m. “As of
the day school starts, we literally will
not have a rescue squad,” Mayor
Viglianti said. “This puts our bor-
ough in a dangerous situation and,
unfortunately, our fire department is
not far behind.”

Council President Keith C. Turner
suggested that a letter be sent to all
borough residents alerting them to
the urgency of the problem. He also
suggested that something be put on
Channel 35.

Mountainside Police Chief James
Debbie, Jr. reported that during a
very serious car accident about two
weeks ago, there was no response
from the Mountainside Rescue Squad.
“The rescue teams that did respond
were Westfield and Springfield,”
Chief Debbie stated.

“Also, about four weeks ago, there
was no response from the fire de-
partment to a fire call, which, inci-
dentally, was a false alarm,” he
continued. “This is something I
have never seen in my 27 years of
working for the borough,” Chief
Debbie added.

Council members discussed the
prospect of having to contract an
outside ambulance service, which,
according to the Mayor, involves a
response time of 20 minutes. Other
alternatives which were discussed
included having a paid squad for the
borough, or seeing if neighboring
municipalities would be interested in
creating some type of regional rescue
system.

According to the Mayor, all of
these solutions would raise taxes in
the borough.

Mayor Viglianti also reported that
Springfield has just started a pro-
gram of having an outside ambu-
lance company respond to calls. “It is
not just a problem in our borough,”
the Mayor stated.

Borough Administrator Gregory
Bonin, who said he used to work for
a paid paramedic group, confirmed
that he would have all the costs and
specifics of each of the council’s ideas
ready for the special meeting.

In other business, the Mayor re-

ported that Mr. Bonin’s three-month
probationary period as the Borough’s
Administrator was completed and
that he felt Mr. Bonin was “doing a
fantastic job.”

Mr. Bonin started to work for the
borough in May. Prior to this, he had
worked as an Assistant Administra-
tor and Municipal Clerk in
Hillsborough.

Under other matters, the council
has approved an ice skating rink
for Mountainside residents. The
four- or five-inch deep rink will be

located adjacent to Borough Hall
on the baseball field. According to
Sue Winans, Recreation Director,
the cost to the borough to start this
rink is $2,500.

The Mayor stated that the rink will
give residents a nice family winter
recreational activity.

Lastly, the council has authorized
the sale of two surplus police ve-
hicles. Chief Debbie reported that
both vehicles are 1995 Chevrolet
Caprices and have in excess of 80,000
in mileage.

Westfield Company Set
To Challenge Nielsen

For TV Ratings System
By ANDREW FISHKOFF

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A local survey research company
is giving a venerable industry leader
a scare, as it makes plans to stand toe
to toe with the industry giant.

Statistical Research Incorporated,
located on Prospect Street in West-
field, announced earlier this month
that it will challenge the current tele-
vision ratings system, as it is run by
the industry leader, Nielsen Media
Research.

CBS, NBC, ABC, and Fox net-
works have all issued letters of intent
to provide the $60 million necessary
for Statistical Research to take their
new method of measuring television
viewership into the national arena.
In addition, six advertising agencies
have also agreed to ante up in support
of Statistical Research’s efforts.

Statistical Research spent the last
four years trying to develop a more
effective system of measuring the
audience of television programs than
is currently provided by Nielsen
Media Research, but its initial in-
volvement in the television field goes
back even farther, said company
spokesman George Hooper.

In 1989, inconsistency in the data
reported by Nielsen Media Research
prompted the three major television
networks to commission Statistical
Research to investigate the system.
As a result of the review by Statistical
Research, a number of recommenda-
tions were put forth, though Nielsen
ignored most of them.

Unhappy with Nielsen’s actions,
the three networks then asked Statis-
tical Research if it could provide a
more effective and efficient service,
according to Mr. Hooper.

The system created by Statistical
Research, called Systems for Mea-
suring and Reporting Television, dif-
fers from the system provided by
Nielsen in two major aspects, said
Mr. Hooper.

Regarding audience measurement,

Statistical Research’s method is more
reliable in the long run, according to
Mr. Hooper. The new method also
differs in reporting, as Statistical
Research’s data is more user-friendly,
easily accessible online.

“You don’t get the same detail of
information we supply,” said Mr.
Hooper, adding that it is “more conve-
nient” for networks and advertisers.

Currently, Statistical Research is
using Philadelphia as a test market,
as the company is waiting for more
cable networks to join in the venture.
As soon as they agree to back Statis-
tical Research, the company will be-
gin its journey into the national mar-
ket, which could take place by the
end of this year, according to Mr.
Hooper.

He said that the support of both the
networks and the advertising agen-
cies are necessary because the net-
works sell time using the informa-
tion provided by the company and
the advertising agencies buy time
using the same information.

“You have to play on the same
field,” said Mr. Hooper. “It doesn’t
work if only one segment of the mar-
ket agrees on what system to use.”

For now, Mr. Hooper said that he
believes it is feasible for the two
television measurement services to
coexist in the same market. “How-
ever, whether they can coexist in the
long run is a question,” he added.

Statistical Research will continue
to use Philadelphia as a lab, even
after it enters the national arena. The
company’s spokesman said the sur-
vey research company has plans to
use Philadelphia to “test new hard-
ware and new recruitment techniques,
to keep the system improving.”

Since its creation 28 years ago,
Statistical Research has grown to
employ 100 full-time and 250 part-
time workers. When Statistical Re-
search begins its national venture,
the number of employees will “cer-
tainly grow,” said Mr. Hooper.

Michael P. Babik for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
INTERNATIONAL FLAGS…Pictured above are banners collected from Rotary
Clubs around the United States and the world. As part of Rotary tradition,
members exchange  these banners when visiting other clubs. Banners from
Bombay, India, to Cape Cod, Massachusetts, are part of the Westfield club’s
collection and the Fanwood-Scotch Plains club also collects them.


