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THE WEEK IN SPORTS
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❍1998 RAIDER SOCCER CAMP
at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School

Director: Tom Breznitsky
in association with

THE DUTCH SOCCER ACADEMY
Director: Roger Bongaerts – European Training Specialist

Camp Features
• Novice to Advanced
• Ability Grouping
• Kinder Soccer Program

Camp Features
• Tactical Camp for Teams
• Goalkeepers School
• Indoor Facilities
• Family Discounts

For a camp brochure please call:

Tom Breznitsky – (908) 322-6102
Boys’ Varsity Soccer Coach, Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School

Home of the ’87, ’89, ’91, ’92, ’95, ’97 NJ State Champions Boys Soccer Team
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SESSION I – July 13-17

SESSION II – August 3-7

Westfield Baseball League
Summer Traveling Team

 Registration

12 Fri, May 01 & Sun, May 03 – 5:30p.m. Gumpert 1
11 Fri, May 01 & Sun, May 03 – 5:30p.m. Gumpert 2
10 Fri, May 01 & Sun, May 03 – 5:30p.m. Gumpert 3
9 Fri, May 01 & Sun, May 03 – 5:30p.m. Tamaques 3

15 &16 Sun, May 3 & Sat, May 9 – 1:00p.m. Tamaques 2
14 Sun, May 3 & Sat, May 9 – 3:00p.m. Tamaques 2
13 Sun, May 3 & Sat, May 9 – 5:00p.m. Tamaques 2
8 Fri, May 8 & Fri, May 15 – 5:30p.m. Gumpert 2

Age
Group When Where

Call Steve Leonardis • (908) 654-4139
with questions or for more information

Tryouts are for competitive baseball against other towns.

 Registration cost is $125 per child – 12 and under; $150 per child for ages
13 through 16 and is payable to WBL at the time of the tryouts.

Consideration will be given to having 2 teams in the 8 through
 12 age groups if there is suffcient response.

Minutewomen, Men Run Away
With Blue Devil Track Relays

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Elizabeth High School boys’ and
girls’ track teams literally ran away
with most of the first place finishes at
the Blue Devil Invitational Track and
Field Relays held at Gary Kehler Sta-
dium in Westfield on April 18. The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood boys and the
Westfield girls experienced some mis-
fortune which prevented them from hav-
ing a better showing.

The Minutemen boys and girls each
grabbed firsts in five events. The boys
took the 400, 800, 1,600 and 3,200-meter
relays and captured first in the team long
jump with a combined leap of 40 feet,
nine-and-one-half inches. The girls won
the 400, 800 and the 1,600-meter relays
and also placed first in the team shot put
and the team long jump.

Blue Devils Greg Gorski and Jason
Krieger tossed a combined total of 303
feet to pin down first in the team javelin
event. Gorsky heaved the spear 153 feet,
4 inches and Krieger turned in a distance
of 149 feet, 8 inches. Raider Blair Wood-
ward threw the javelin 173 feet, six
inches, the longest toss individually, to
help teammate Scott Paterson and the
Raiders take second in the javelin event.
Raider Dan Loomis and Paterson also
placed third in the team shot put.

Dave Citrin soared 12 feet, 6 inches
and Erik Clinton cleared 9 feet, 6 inches
to take second in the team pole vault
with a total of 22 feet. The Blue Devils
also took second in the 4x800-meter
event with John Cognetti at 2:02.3,
Mark Mathews at 2:04.9, Bill Zachar
at 2:08.5 and Gordon Kaslusky at 2:03.6
totaling 8:19.6.

The Devil foursome of Dave Geissler,
Steve Dennis, Larry Sasso and Krieger
missed the opportunity to take first in
their heat of the shuttle hurdles when the
anchor man, running the event for the
first time, met a few ‘stumbling’ blocks

just before the finish line. Despite a
gallant effort, the brave Blue Devil was
just edged out at the finish line; however,
the Blue Devils did finish third overall in
the event with a time of 1:10.5.

The Raider foursome of Adam
Bowser, Mike Franzone, Woodward and
Karl Jennings crossed the line first in
shuttle-hurdles, well ahead of Linden;
however, one Raider accidentally
stepped out of his lane and first place
was awarded to the Tigers.

Jennings and Bowser did; however,
pair up to win the team high jump event
with a total clearance of 12 feet, two
inches. In addition, Jennings, Bowser,

Woodward and McDaniel teamed up to
place second in the 4x400-meter event
and Jennings, Bowser, McDaniel and
Dan Harrison combined to place sec-
ond in the 4x200-meter event. Also,
Woodward’s leap of 22 feet, 2.75 inches
helped the Raiders and teammate
Nathan Jones place second in the team
long jump.

A gallant and successful effort by an-
chorman Tim Styler provided the
Cranford Cougar foursome of Kevin
Holmes, Kevin Fontana, Eric Montgom-
ery and Styler with a first place finish in
the distance medley relay event. Run-
ning against a field which was led most
of the way by the Blue Devil foursome of
Kaslusky, Geissler, Pete Anzelone and
Zachar, the Cougars found themselves in
fifth place as Styler grabbed the baton.

Styler, one of the best distance runners
in the area, eventually glided past a run-
ner from Wall Township as the final lap
neared. Styler began his kick with ap-
proximately 320 meters remaining, flew
by runners from Scotch Plains-Fanwood
and Elizabeth, and made up a 70-meter
deficit to win by a few strides over the
Blue Devil anchorman and the speeding
Minuteman from Elizabeth.

In the same event, the distance medley
relay, Raider James Canterbury put on an
impressive show as he picked up huge
chunks of ground during the third leg to
put his team in contention.

The Raider foursome of Holly Oates,
Dana Esposito, Karen Haight and
Stephanie Quinn put together times of
2:46, 2:46, 2:36 and 2:41 to place second
in the girls’ 4x800 event. Esposito and
Christine Hillman paired to place third
in the team high jump.

Hillsborough Nine Tops
Blue Devil Boys, 8-4
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

An unfortunate shift in momentum
forced the Westfield High School base-
ball team to watch a 4-0 lead slip out of
their grasp and allowed the unbeaten
Hillsborough nine to pull off a come-
from-behind 8-4 victory in Westfield on
April 18. Despite a brilliant hitting dis-
play by senior Phil Orsini and a strong
start by pitcher Gerg Freisen, the Blue
Devils were unable to keep the momen-
tum on their side.

After starter Greg Freisen retired the
first three Hillsborough batters, the Blue
Devils immediately mounted a scoring
threat. Left-handed leadoff batter Phil
Orsini sliced a single to left, then Don
Seeley ripped a single to center, moving
the speedy Orsini to third. A few mo-
ments later, Seeley stole second as
Hillsborough attempted a cut-play in an
unsuccessful effort to trap Orsini.

With no one out, Lamont Turner
stepped to the plate and dribbled a
grounder to the pitcher as Orsini dashed
home. Unfortunately, Orsini was tagged
out as he slid into the plate. The Devils
still had runners on first and third; how-
ever, the next two batters struck out and
Hillsborough had dodged the bullet in
the first inning.

Freisen, once again, retired the side in
the second inning and, this time, the Blue
Devils effectively got their offense click-
ing. Gabe Perez received a free ticket to
first when he was hit in the back. Brian
Flynn slashed a grounder past the short-
stop and moved to second on the throw.

Christian Fagin grounded to short and a
throw to home nailed Perez as he slid
over the plate. Once again, Hillsborough
had temporarily dodged another bullet.

With two outs and runners on first and
third, Orsini stepped to the plate and
wounded the Hillsborough nine as he
faded a two-RBI double over the left
fielder’s head. A throw to the plate, in an
effort to catch Fagin who scored the
second run, was late and Orsini blazed by
second. As Orsini flew toward third, the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

Roaring Raiders Drown
Viking Baseballers, 13-3

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood boys’
baseball team exploded for seven runs in
the bottom third and went on to blow the
hosting Vikings out of the water, 13-3, on
April 15. Viking pitcher Joe Moonsammy
became the victim of four hits, four er-
rors, two stolen bases and one walk dur-
ing that fateful inning.

Each team tapped out two runs in the
second inning. Raider Joe Franzone
thrashed a two-RBI double which brought
home Adam Baumwoll and Dave
Herrmann, then in the bottom of the
inning, Viking John DaRocha ripped a
two-RBI double of his own.

Raider senior Doug Bishop began the
seven-run rout when he ripped a single to
center field and immediately stole sec-
ond on the first pitch. Dave Gewirtz hit a
pop-up which was dropped by the second
baseman and Bishop glided to third.
Gewirtz tempted the catcher by stealing

second and the Vikings exercised a cut
play in an attempt to trap Bishop, but
Bishop was too wise and held at third.

Jim Buccola bounced to third, but the
ball was dropped and bases became
loaded with no outs. Baumwoll drew a
walk which allowed Bishop to trot freely
home for the first run. Herrmann stepped
and dribbled a slow grounder toward
first, but a bad throw to home gave the
Raiders another run. Still, with the bases
loaded, Franzone drilled a single up-the-
middle as Buccola and Baumwoll came
skidding across the slippery plate.

Luke Cerchio laid a perfect bunt down
the third base line and beat it out for a
single to reload the bases. Tony Melendez
stepped to bat and rocketed a ball so high
that it could have been a home run in an
elevator shaft. When the ball returned to
earth, it was caught by the second
baseman.

Delmar Patterson skid a grounder to
the shortstop who tagged second for the
force play, then wailed the ball past the
first baseman. The error allowed Franzone
and Cerchio to score and awarded
Patterson second base. Bishop made his
second appearance of the inning and
sizzled a triple past the shortstop as
Patterson breezed home for the seventh
run of the inning.

The stunned Vikings were unable to
respond in the bottom of the third, but the
noisy Raiders clamored for four more
runs in the fourth. Buccola slapped a
single, Baumwoll walked and pinch-hit-
ter Don Patterson singled home Buccola.
Franzone reached on an error to load the
bases, then Cerchio reached safely as
Baumwoll dashed home for the second
run. Delmar Patterson capped the inning
with a two-RBI double.

Herrmann held the Vikings to only
four hits to pick up the victory as the
Raiders upped their record to 5-1.
Herrmann also had two doubles.
Moonsammy received the loss as the
Vikings dropped to 1-6.
Sc Plns-Fanwood 027 40 13
Union Catholic 020 10 3

Devil Girl Laxers Down
Knoll, Lose to Princeton

By MEGHAN CORBETT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield girls’ lacrosse team reg-
istered one win and one loss over spring
break to maintain an even .500 record.
The Blue Devils traveled to Oak Knoll
on April 15 and hosted Princeton High
School on April 18.

Blue Devil goalie, senior Tri-Captain
Kit Simons, had a career high 32 saves
against Oak Knoll to lead the Devils to a
tight 14-11 victory. With the game tied at
the half, 7-7, the lady Devil laxers took
control. Senior Tri-Captain Meghan Hely
scored two goals in the first two minutes
of the second half to put the Blue Devils
ahead 9-8. Oak Knoll answered Hely’s
goals with two more to take the lead 10-9

From there, the scoring rocked back-
and-forth between the two teams. Sopho-
more attack wing Julia Gates scored to
tie the game at 10-10, but Oak Knoll
responded with its final two goals to
regain the lead 12-10.

With 10 minutes remaining, Hely and
sophomore Leigh Kendrick each scored a
goal to tie the game. To score remained
deadlocked until sophomore Kristin
Salmond, assisted by Hely, scored the
go-ahead goal with :37 left to play. Hely
notched one in with :12 seconds left to
secure the win.

Simons and seniors Meghan Corbett,
Amelia Hanley, Christina Ho, Jessica
Humphreys and Pamela Lygate anchored
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Viking Girls Turn Back
Raider Softballers, 8-6

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Kristen Hoeffle ripped a two-RBI triple
and sophomore Liz Majchrzak tapped an
RBI-single in the bottom of the third to
take a 6-5 lead as the hosting Union
Catholic High School girls’ softball team
went on to defeat the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood girls, 8-6, on April 15.

The Vikings struck first with three
runs in the bottom of the first. Kelly
Raimonde walked and stole second, then
Jen Britton whacked a double to drive in
Raimonde. Heather Vogel drew a walk,
putting runners on first and second, then
designated hitter Katie Wood slashed a
single to center to drive in Britton. Kelly
Sretenovic stepped to the plate and
punched a single past short and Vogel
flew home for the third run of the inning.

The Raiders narrowed the score with
two runs in the second. Chrissy Romeo
slapped a single to center, Lauren Regenthal
walked, then the time was ripe for a double
steal which was pulled off beautifully.
Wendy Underwood’s fly ball to center
brought home Romeo, then Regenthal stole

home to make the score 3-2.
The Raiders rose up and took a 5-3

lead in the top of third inning. After
Raider Diane Mendez flew out to short,
Jen Stewart popped out to second
baseman Kelly Ramonde for the second
out. Michelle Evans bounced a single
past short, then Romeo drew a walk,
putting runners on first and second.
Regenthal stepped to the plate and
scribbled a single past the shortstop to
load the bases.

Underwood got an easy RBI when she
was walked. Marissa Lorenz followed
suit by drawing another walk, allowing
Romeo to waltz home safely for the sec-
ond run of the inning. Designated hitter
Alicia Piniat drove in the final Raider run
in the same fashion by drawing a bases-
loaded-walk.

The Vikings were shaken a bit; how-
ever, they responded well in the bottom
of the third. Vogel and Sretenovic walked,
then Vogel stole third which set up the
situation for Hoeffle’s two-run triple and
Majchrzak’s one-run single.
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David B. Corbin for The Leader  and The Times
LEADING THE FIELD…Blue Devil
Gordon Kaslusky, left, leads the field
in the distance medley relay event.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
SET ON THE STARTING BLOCK…Raider Adam Bowser, left, gets set on the
starting block as teammate Blair Woodward stabilizes it at the beginning of the
shuttle-hurdle event during the Blue Devil Invitationals.

David B. Corbin for The  Leader  and The Times
GREAT FORM…Raider Karl
Jennings displays his great form when
clearing the last hurdle in the team
shuttle-hurdle event during the Blue
Devil Invitational.

David B. Corbin for The Leader  and The Times
POWER SWING…Raider Dave
Herrmann takes a powerful cut at the
baseball.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
MAKING THE PITCHER NERVOUS… Raider Doug Bishop, No. 22, takes a big
lead and forces a nervous Viking pitcher Joe Moonsammy, No. 5, to step off the rubber.

LAST LINE OF DEFENSE…Blue Devil goalie Kit Simons begins to snare the
ball during a game with Oak Knoll. Westfield defeated Oak Knoll, 14-12, in
Summit on April 15.

David B. Corbin for The Leader  and The Times
READY TO THROW…Blue Devil
Allison Checchio begins her first at-
tempt in the team javelin event.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
HIT AND RUN…Blue Devil Lamont Turner starts to bounce a grounder as Phil
Orsini starts to zoom down the third base line in the first inning against
Hillsborough on April 18 in Westfield.

David B. Corbin for The Leader  and The Times
OUT AT HOME…Blue Devil Phil
Orsini is tagged out at home in the first
inning.
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