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Deadlines Told
For Submittals
To The Times

Those persons preparing press
releases for submission to The Times
are reminded that copy should be e-
mailed or faxed by 4 p.m. on the
Friday prior to publication. The
Times’ e-mail address is
press@goleader.com. The fax num-
ber is 908-232-0473.

Releases, pictures and letters to
the editor can also be dropped off at
our office located at 50 Elm Street,
Westfield or through our mail slot.
To ensure that submittals reach our
office prior to deadline, we encour-
age e-mail or faxed materials.

Sports stories which occur prior
to the weekend must be in by the
Friday deadline. Weekend sports
events must be submitted by noon
on the Monday prior to the publica-
tion date. Obituaries will be ac-
cepted up to 5 p.m. on Tuesdays.

All copy must be typed, double-
spaced, upper and lower case, no
more than 500 words in length, and
include a daytime telephone num-
ber where the submitter can be
reached.

For events which are planned
months in advance, we encourage
submission of stories as early as
possible prior to the event.

Please note that in addition to
making our deadlines, the publica-
tion of submittals may be delayed
due to space considerations. All
submittals are subject to being cut
due to length, edited for style and
clarification at the discretion of the
editor.

TOP HATS AND PRETTY DRESSES…Students at Westminster Preschool display their Easter finery following an
Easter Egg Hunt on the grounds of the Fanwood Presbyterian Church. Following the hunt, children and parents enjoyed
a “Bunny Brunch” inside. Westminster Preschool is sponsored by the church.

Democrats Launch Campaign
For Township Council Seats

POCKET PARK WITH GAZEBO PLANNED FOR WATSON ROAD

Borough Council Adopts Budget for ‘98;
Gives Nod to Sidewalk Café Ordinance

By SUZETTE STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

The Fanwood Borough Council
adopted its 1998 municipal budget
on second reading last Thursday,
which at $5,528,420 represents an
approximate 2 percent increase over
last year’s spending plan.

Officials amended their original
budget, introduced during a special
meeting on March 4, to include
$7,500 which was transferred from
surplus to cover an additional expen-
diture.

According to Finance Committee
Chairman William E. Populus, Jr.,
the supplementary funds will pay for
the services of professional planner
Richard Preiss, who will review the
borough’s updated Master Plan and
zoning ordinance. He emphasized
that the Master Plan is integral to a
community’s eligibility for certain
grants.

This year’s budget represents an
increase of roughly three tax points
on an average home assessed at
$83,000, and with a market value of
between $190,000 and $210,000.

Residents can expect the munici-
pal portion of their tax bills to go up
by $25 for the year, or about $2 a
month, Councilman Populus said.

Officials also adopted several ordi-
nances on second reading during the
regular meeting of the governing
body. The first of these was a bond
ordinance appropriating $485,000
and authorizing issuance of $460,750
in bonds for general improvements
to the community.

Following this was an ordinance
appropriating $28,300 from capital
surplus to cover the cost of slurry seal
work and renovations to the Carriage
House on Watson Road and to
Fanwood Police Headquarters.

A 1998 salary ordinance, which
addresses wages and compensation
for members of the Fanwood Police
Department, was also adopted.

Council members adopted on sec-
ond reading an ordinance permitting
local restaurants to operate sidewalk
cafés during the warm weather
months.

Another ordinance was introduced
later in the meeting amending the
café ordinance. It would allow the
cafés to remain open from 7 a.m.
until 11 p.m., and reduces the fee

Future Business Leaders Are Top
New Jersey Chapter Once Again

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

Outstanding performance from the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS) chapter of Future Business
Leaders of America (FBLA) at re-
gional and state-level competitions
is a habit that is hard to break.

For the fifth consecutive year, the
local division of FBLA was recently
named “New Jersey Outstanding
Chapter” at the State Conference
where nearly 1,500 students com-
peted for FBLA honors.

Several of the SPFHS students who
took top state awards will go on to
compete in July at Disney World in
Orlando, Florida. There, they hope
to place among the top 10 chapters in
the country. Five thousand students
from across the United States are
expected to attend the national con-
ference.

In addition to learning and refin-
ing resume, interview, speech writ-
ing and public speaking skills, FBLA
members enjoy partnerships with
businesses where students have op-
portunities to “job shadow” mentors
for a day.

Chapter advisor Fran DeSalvo said
SPFHS students work with Chubb
and Son Inc. and local Rotary mem-
bers as part of their FBLA experi-
ence.

She said FBLA is open to students
in grades 9 through 12 who are inter-
ested in the field of business.

“FBLA offers students opportuni-
ties for competition, travel and lead-
ership,” Ms. DeSalvo explained.

Most of the chapter’s 50 members
have signed up for the club through
their business courses at SPFHS.
FBLA meets two times per month,
and “everyone is involved,” she said.

“We expect full involvement from
the entire team,” continued Ms.
DeSalvo. “That’s why they’re out-
standing. This is one of the best

LOCAL WOMAN HONORED…Kathy Marvel, an Assistant Vice President
and Manager in the Information Technology Division of Chubb Group of
Insurance Companies, was named Business Person of the Year by the Future
Business Leaders of America at the group’s 1997-1998 State Leadership Confer-
ence on March 12. Chubb has sponsored the Scotch Plains-Fanwood chapter of
the organization since 1994. Presenting the award is David Gewirtz, the Presi-
dent of the New Jersey chapter of the Future Business Leaders of America.

from $100 to $50. Approval of appli-
cations for cafés is expected to begin
next month.

A discussion of whether restau-
rants will be allowed to set up cafés
on the side or at the rear of their
buildings is expected to take place
during the council’s next agenda ses-
sion on Wednesday, May 6.

Under other business, Councilman
Populus, who represents Fanwood to
the Plainfield Area Regional Sewer-
age Authority (PARSA), reported that
the authority has already videotaped
4,000 feet of sewer pipes in Fanwood
to determine where infrastructure
repairs need to be done.

PARSA performs this service free
for its members, Councilman Populus
revealed. He said the cost on the open
market is $3 per foot of pipeline,
adding that the borough has already
saved $12,000 in this capacity
through its membership in the sew-
erage authority.

“Anywhere we can save money
we’re trying to do that,” concurred
Mayor Maryanne S. Connelly.

Officials confirmed that plans are
underway for the creation of a vest
pocket park, with a gazebo as its
centerpiece, on Watson Road. Coun-
cilman Populus said the site will be a
“passive park” with landscaping but
with no recreational equipment.

He reported that the borough has
been approved by the Union County
Division of Policy and Planning for
$25,000 for development of the park
through a matching grant program.

In addition, six students from
Union County College have twice
visited the site to prepare rough
sketches for the layout of the pro-
posed park, Councilman Populus
explained. They are expected to
present these drawings to the council
within a short period of time. The
students are doing this free of charge
as a project for school.

The councilman said officials are
also looking into the possibility that
students from the Union County Vo-
cational-Technical Schools in Scotch
Plains would construct the gazebo,
with the anticipation that materials
and footings for the structure would
be provided by the municipality.

The governing body approved a
change to its By Laws, whereby mem-
bers of the public will have one op-

portunity to speak for five minutes
during each part of the meeting which
is open for public comment.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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FBLA RECOGNIZED…The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School chapter of
the Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA) took fourth place in the
Partnership with Business competition at the New Jersey 1997-1998 FBLA State
Leadership Conference achievement awards on March 13. Pictured, left to
right, are: Kathy Marvel of Chubb Group of Insurance Companies Information
Technology Women’s Council, which sponsors the school’s FBLA group, Lind-
say Freeman and Chris Hughes. Also receiving the award is David Frank. The
chapter received additional awards, including “Mr. FBLA,” won by David
Gewirtz. Fran DeSalvo, one of the school’s business teachers, is the adviser for
the group.

groups I’ve ever had.”
David Gewirtz, President of both

the local and state chapters of FBLA,
swept the top three awards in the
state competition.

“FBLA helps you get ready for life
in the business world,” said David,
who was named “Mr. Future Busi-
ness Leader” of New Jersey. It helps
develop leadership capabilities.”

“One of FBLA’s goals is to help
students become aggressive and com-
petent,” added Joe Franzone, who
was elected Community Service Vice
President of the state chapter for 1998-
1999.

At the state conference, local chap-
ter members Chris Hughes and Dave
Frank placed first among students
who designed and maintain a website
outlining the high school’s FBLA
activities. The website includes news
and events, project information and a

Franklin P. Donatelli, Tarquin Jay
Bromley and Geri Morgan Samuel
have filed petitions to run as Demo-
cratic candidates for the three seats
expiring on the Scotch Plains Town-
ship Council this year.

The threesome, who filed their
petitions last Thursday with Town-
ship Clerk Barbara Riepe, will chal-
lenge Republican incumbent Robert
E. Johnston and his running-mates
Paulette Coronado, a member of the
Scotch Plains Board of Adjustment,
and local Realtor James Fawcett.

The Democratic trio was described
this week by David Littman, Presi-
dent of the Scotch Plains Democratic
Club, as “an outstanding slate of
council candidates, presenting to the
voters new hope and vision for ad-
dressing local government issues.”

He added that, “Donatelli, Bromley
and Samuel offer the citizens of our
community new perspectives, and a
unique blend of high quality creden-
tials never before offered to Scotch

Plains voters in a single slate of three
candidates.”

Mr. Donatelli, a life-long Scotch
Plains resident, is recently retired as
Superintendent of Maintenance and
Engineering at the John E. Runnells
Specialized Hospital in Berkeley
Heights, after nearly 25 years of ser-
vice in Union County government.

Prior to working at the hospital, he
was a principal in a two-generation
family general contracting business
specializing in residential and com-
mercial projects in the Scotch Plains
area.

Additionally he served in the
United States Army in the special
weapons project under the Atomic
Energy Commission.

A father of seven and grandfather
of eight, he has authored a number of
children’s books.

Mr. Donatelli is a member of the
Scotch Plains American Legion Post
No. 209, the Elks, the Moose, and the
Scotch Plains Democratic Club. He

attends St. Bartholomew’s Roman
Catholic Church in Scotch Plains.

A graduate of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, he attended
Florida Southern College.

On becoming a council candidate,
Mr. Donatelli stated, “My love for
Scotch Plains has prompted me to
become a candidate. Being recently
retired, I can apply my unique expe-
rience in plant maintenance, opera-
tions and engineering on a full-time
basis.

“My only interests will be to make
Scotch Plains a better, more afford-
able community in which to live and
raise a family,” he added.

Mr. Bromley, a Scotch Plains resi-
dent for nearly five years, is an attor-
ney with a private practice in New
York and New Jersey. He specializes
in labor and employment litigation.

Prior to entering his private legal
practice, he served in the role of
special litigation counsel as an As-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

William A. Burke for The Times
AND THEY’RE OFF...Youngsters search for hidden Easter eggs during the
Fanwood Recreation Department’s annual Easter Egg Party which was held
April 11 behind the Fanwood Firehouse beginning at 10 a.m.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

ASSISTED LIVING FIRM SEEKING TO DEVELOP SITE

Scotch Plains Council Votes
To Condemn Zoo Property
But Action Faces Challenge

By JEANNE WHITNEY
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains Township Coun-
cil voted unanimously Tuesday to
seize ownership of the former Scotch
Plains Zoo property for a public park
from the reported current owner of
the property, Sunrise Development,
Inc., by claiming a right of “eminent
domain.”

Then, the council passed a
$570,000 bond ordinance in order to
pay “a fair market price,” as required
by law, to Sunrise Assisted Living,
for the 5.87 acres at Raritan and
Terrill Roads.

Sunrise Development Vice Presi-
dent for the New Jersey area, Joseph
F. McElwee, said Sunrise asked the
township’s Board of Adjustment last
month for a use-variance for the
former zoo lot in order to build a
56,000-square-foot assisted-living
facility for the elderly on three acres
of the site.

The lot is zoned “R-1” for residen-
tial, single-family housing.

The variance request has not yet
come before the Board of Adjust-
ment, according to board member
Paulette Coronado.

Realtor James Kraft, working
alongside Sunrise Development, but
whose exact role in the deal is un-
clear, said outside the meeting after
the vote, “We will challenge this
decision (by the council.)”

Mr. Kraft claimed this action,
which blocks Sunrise, violates Fed-
eral housing laws and the civil rights
of the “frail elderly and disabled.”

Attorney for Sunrise Robert Podvey
said the purchase price of the entire
zoo lot was $850,000, and that Sun-
rise had spent at least $60,000 ad-
dressing “environmental problems”
at the site.

Attorney for the council, Jeffrey
Lehrer, said Tuesday he notified po-
tential developers “eight or nine
months ago” of the township’s inter-
est in the former zoo site, and that he
warned developers that they “pro-
ceeded at their own risk” in pursuing

the property.
Mr. McElwee pleaded before the

council during a public hearing on
the action prior to the council vote, to
allow Sunrise to move forward with
the project.

“We’d be willing to do anything to
get into this town,” he said.

Mr. Podvey said the group has 67
similar facilities in 13 states around
the country. The company is based in
Fairfax, Virginia.

Sunrise offered to donate two acres
of the zoo site to the township, re-
store the site’s historic “Frazee
House” for an estimated $200,000,
and create a new petting zoo if al-
lowed to develop the property.

Mayor Joan Papen said earlier this
month, “The portion Sunrise wants
to give us is in a flood area. It’s the
lowest portion of the lot.”

Local planner Susan Kimball said
the zoo site has “serious environ-
mental constraints to conventional
development,” since nearly one-third
of the lot is “a flood plain hazard.”

Terrill Road resident Gladys Essex
encouraged the council to allow Sun-
rise to develop the lot.

“You talk about parks for the chil-
dren. You have to consider the older
people in Scotch Plains. Thirty years
ago when I bought my house, I paid
$850 in taxes. Now I pay $4,800.

“I don’t want my taxes to go up to
pay for this,” she added, saying the
Sunrise development “may stabilize
taxes.”

Mrs. Essex also claimed the former
owners of the zoo offered the town-
ship the same property at “half the
price” years ago.

Councilman Robert E. Johnston
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calendar of programs.
“It’s a way for other schools to

look us up, and our own students to
check out what’s going on,” they
explained.

One of the projects the FBLA stu-
dents coordinated this year was a
bowl-a-thon to raise money for their
chapter charity, the March of Dimes.
The event raised $2,000.

Student Lindsay Freeman listed
“leadership skills, hard work, pub-
lic speaking and lots of teamwork”
among the highlights of her experi-
ence with FBLA.

“There’s a little noise when it’s
time to practice, but they see how it
pays off,” said Ms. DeSalvo, smil-
ing.

Future Business
Leaders Are Top

New Jersey Chapter
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

sistant Attorney General in New York,
a Public Defender and later as an
Assistant Attorney in Colorado.

He had also been a member and
later a principal in the New Jersey
law firm of Apruzzese, McDermott,
Mastro, and Murphy. The candidate
and his wife, Linda, are members of
the Coles Elementary School Parent
Teacher Association. They have one
child who attends Coles School.

The Bromleys reside in one of
Scotch Plains’ older historic resi-
dences located on Terrill Road. They
have nearly completely restored it
since moving to Scotch Plains. The
candidate is a Den Father of a Coles
School Cub Pack, serving as a mem-
ber of SCRAM (Southside Citizens
Resisting Area Mall), and as a mem-
ber of the Scotch Plains Democratic
Club.

Additionally, he serves as a hockey
coach at the Inman Sports Center. He
also is a member of the New Jersey
and American Bar Associations and
the American Trial Lawyers Asso-
ciation. He attends the Westfield
Methodist Church.

Mr. Bromley earned a Bachelor of
Arts Degree at Fairleigh Dickinson
University and is a graduate of the
Denver Law School.

On declaring his candidacy, Mr.
Bromley noted, “Scotch Plains is at a
critical cross-roads in its develop-
ment. As a person actively involved
in preserving the character of Scotch
Plains and committed to making cer-
tain that the affairs of the local gov-
ernment are managed on a firm fi-
nancial footing, I am prepared to
devote as much personal and profes-
sional time as is necessary to see that
those goals remain among the priori-
ties of the Scotch Plains Township
Council.”

Mrs. Samuel and her husband,
Richard, have two sons. A former
legal assistant, the candidate now
devotes her time to a host of chari-
table endeavors as a full-time volun-
teer for various area organizations
and humane causes.

Among these are her service as a
former board member of the Jewish

Community Center of Scotch Plains,
the Board of Directors of the New
Jersey intergenerational orchestra,
executive board member of Temple
Israel of Scotch Plains and the Anti-
defamation League, and President of
the YM/YMHA of Union.

A graduate of Westfield High
School, the candidate is a member of
the Scotch Plains Democratic Club
and previously served as a member of
the Democratic municipal and county
committees. She attends the Congre-
gation Beth Israel of Scotch Plains.

The candidate earned her degree
from Kean University of New Jersey
in Union, majoring in political sci-
ence. Upon filing her council peti-
tion, the candidate stated that, “The
quality of life in Scotch Plains is an
important issue. As a full-time vol-
unteer, I learned the necessary lead-
ership skills to help motivate people
to improve the quality of life for
themselves and others.

“As a mother and coordinator of
minor and major volunteer projects,
I know how to stretch budget dollars
to attain maximum value for each
dollar spent,” she added.

Scotch Plains Democratic Chair-
man, Dr. Walter E. Boright, con-
cluded, “There has never been such a
unique blend of energy and talent
among the three Scotch Plains coun-
cil candidates. Two of the candi-
dates, Mr. Donatelli and Mrs. Samuel,
can literally devote (themselves) full
time to the affairs of Scotch Plains.

“The other, Mr. Bromley, is self-
employed, thereby making him im-
mediately accessible to the needs of
the community. Moreover, their un-
rivaled blend of experiences in plant
management, operations and engi-
neering; the law and grass roots in-
volving in the protection of Scotch
Plains zoning and historic home pres-
ervation, and selfless dedication to
volunteerism and altruistic causes
are unprecedented among and three
council members.

“(If elected) they will make out-
standing additions to Scotch Plains
government,” said Mr. Boright.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Democrats Launch Campaign
For Township Council Seats
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On another matter, Councilman
Joel Whitaker compared the tax im-
pact of the proposed Scotch Plains-
Fanwood school district budget for
1998-1999 on residents of Scotch
Plains and Fanwood.

He noted that the school tax on an
average home in Scotch Plains would
rise about 2 percent, while Fanwood
residents would see a 4 percent in-
crease. The councilman argued that
a more equitable system for school
tax assessment was needed.

Mayor Connelly agreed, but
pointed out that Fanwood has fewer
ratables than Scotch Plains, which is
reflected in the disparity between
school tax increases for the two mu-
nicipalities.

Rounding out the meeting were
resolutions and proclamations pre-
sented by the governing body.

Resolutions were presented to Cor-
poral James J. Pasko on his retire-
ment April 2 from the Fanwood Po-
lice Department after 25 years, and
to Mike Dantuono, Past Grand Knight
of the Father John S. Nelligan Coun-
cil No. 5730 of the Knights of Co-
lumbus.

The Knights were recognized for
their annual fund drive to benefit
mentally retarded and developmen-
tally disabled citizens, which will be
held tomorrow through Sunday, April
17, 18 and 19.

Proclamations were issued in honor
of Board of Education Staff Appre-
ciation Week, May 3 to 8; Clean

Community Day on Saturday, April
18, the Greater Plainfield Area Chap-
ter of the American Red Cross; Na-
tional Day of Prayer on Thursday,
May 7, and One Call Week, May 3
through May 9.

One Call Week spotlights the Un-
derground Facilities Protection Act,
responsible for the New Jersey One
Call Law, which safeguards the pub-
lic against irresponsible excavation
or digging.

Council President Bruce H. Walsh
called on area residents to attend a
special forum at St. Helen’s Roman
Catholic Church in Westfield on
Wednesday, April 29, at 7:30 p.m.
sponsored by the Union County Com-
mittee Against Hate.

Mr. Walsh explained that the pur-
pose of the forum, which will be
preceded by a film, The Shadow of
Hate, at 7 p.m., is to make people
more aware of discrimination in so-
ciety based on race, religion, ethnic
origin and sexual orientation.

Mayor Connelly administered the
oath of office to new Fanwood Police
Officer David S. Carson. Police Chief
Robert Carboy and a half dozen fel-
low officers were on hand that night
to welcome Officer Carson to the
force.

It was also announced that Frank
Salvador had joined the Fanwood
Department of Public Works, effec-
tive March 16, after having been
selected from among 20 applicants
for the position.

Council Adopts Budget;
Gives Nod to Sidewalk Café

Fanwood PBA to Hold
Spring Classic Car Show

The Fanwood Policemen’s Benovolent Association Local No. 123 has
announced that “Spring Classic ’98,” the second annual antique and
collector car show, will be held on Saturday, May 9, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
at the Fanwood Community House located in the northside railroad lot.

The grounds include a paved lot and restroom facilities. Car entrants
are $10 per car pre-registered, and $12 the day of show. There is no
spectator fee.

For entrance information, please call (908) 322-5000 and ask for
Fanwood Police Sergeant Tom Jedic or simply write to Fanwood PBA,
Spring Classic ’98, at 75 North Martine Avenue, Fanwood, 07023.

Persons who would like to enter cars are asked to include the car make,
year and model, as well as their name, address and phone number and
the registration fee.

Checks should be made payable to Fanwood PBA Local No. 123. Each
entrant will receive a commemorative dash plaque and a chance at a
sponsors trophy.

Writer/Illustrator Spends
Day With Kids at School One
Robert Bender, a writer and illus-

trator of children’s books, recently
spent an entire day working with the
students at School One Elementary
in Scotch Plains.

His visit was made possible by a
grant awarded to the school by the
Education Enrichment Foundation
of Scotch Plains and Fanwood. Terene
LaBrecque, the school’s media spe-
cialist, had written the successful
grant proposal to bring a guest au-
thor to the school.

Mr. Bender demonstrated how
he draws his whimsical illustra-
tions and worked with students in-
dividually as they made their own
drawings. He also talked about the
process of publishing a book and
showed the proof sheets from one

A FIRST HAND EXPERIENCE...Children’s book author and illustrator Rob-
ert Bender spent an entire school day working with the students at School One
Elementary in Scotch Plains. He demonstrated how he makes drawings for his
books and explained the process of publishing a book. Pictured with Mr. Bender,
left to right, are: front row, Emily Fox and April Gano; back row, Jamie Shirk,
Valerie Baratucci, Stephanie Shomade and Amy Drewes.

of his books. The students seemed
to be inspired by his talent, enthu-
siasm and sense of humor.

Some of the books he has written
and illustrated are: “A Little Witch
Magic,” “The Preposterous Rhi-
noceros,” “The A to Z Beastly Jam-
boree,” and “A Most Unusual
Lunch.”

PSE&G to Upgrade
Outdated Street Lamps
Throughout Township
The Township of Scotch Plains

has announced that PSE&G will soon
be upgrading all the obsolete incan-
descent street lamps throughout the
township.

There are over 500 of these street
light fixtures in the township which
do not provide adequate lighting,
according to the Scotch Plains De-
partment of Public Works.

Many of these fixtures are over 40
years old and are no longer being
maintained by PSE&G, the depart-
ment revealed.

The program will begin this spring
and residents will be notified when
their area will be started.

PSE&G is implementing this pro-
gram in other municipalities as well
as Scotch Plains, at a minimum
additional cost to the taxpayers,
the Department of Public Works
stated.

Township officials believe this
upgrading program will produce
positive results in terms of safety and
controlling repair costs.

Individuals who have questions
or who need additional informa-
tion about the project may call the
Department of Public Works at
(908) 322-6700, Extension No.
243.

RETURN OF THE MAD SCIENTIST…The Parent-Teacher Association at
McGinn Elementary School in Scotch Plains recently held Super Science
Saturday. On this day, students participated in science experiments, took a
journey to Mars via Star Lab, assisted a police officer in finding clues at a
burglary crime scene, explored a human brain, made mouth sparks with
Wintergreen Life Savers and experienced the magic of high school physics.
Pictured, left to right, are: Science Project Coordinator Dr. Patrick Griffin,
Super Science Saturday T-shirt design contest winner Meghan Dhaliwal, her
mom and sister, Kiran and Madelyne Dhaliwal, and Event Coordinator Marie
Hagerty.

Authors Present Workshops
For Park Seventh Graders

Author/actress Sharon Dennis
Wyeth presented two workshops for
Park Middle School seventh graders
on March 20, during which she dis-
cussed how she persistently re-
searched primary documents ac-
knowledging the existence of slaves
who worked in a mill along the
Hudson River in New York State
during the 1750s.

Many of these historical figures
eventually became characters in her
historical fiction novel, “Once on
This River.”

Ms. Wyeth did a dramatic reading
of her favorite chapter, followed by a
question-and-answer session.

This workshop was the second in a
series. Children’s writer Kathryn
Balch of Fanwood visited seventh-
grade students in February and did a
story reading. Students wrote her
letters following her presentation,
and she responded with a letter in
which she answered their personal
writing questions.

Both authors discussed their writ-
ing styles with the students, while
emphasizing the rigors and values of
revision. Students have been encour-
aged to apply what they have learned
to their own writing assignments,
according to spokeswoman Gail B.
Williams.

AUTHOR! AUTHOR!…Seventh-grade students at Park Middle School in
Scotch Plains were recently treated to a visit from author/actress Sharon Dennis
Wyeth. Pictured, left to right, are: Leslie Argueta, Ms. Wyeth, Ben Lucy,
Andrew Feruson and Nickcoy Fendlater.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 8
• The theft of a pocketbook from

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School was
reported. The incident occurred during
school hours.

FRIDAY, APRIL 10
• A vending machine at a business on

Route No. 22 was broken into and cash
was removed.

• A vehicle in the 2000 block of West-
field Avenue was damaged due to crimi-
nal mischief. Police said the paint on the
vehicle had been scratched.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

said that the council’s action on the
property did not necessarily “close
the door” on considering other pro-
posals for the site.

Mr. McElwee claimed the prop-
erty and park could cost Scotch Plains
taxpayers as much as $1 million after
purchase and improvements. Coun-
cil members denied the claim.

Township officials said they hoped
to receive county and other funding
for the zoo lot purchase. Councilman
Martin Marks said he was looking to
eliminate any costs to taxpayers for
the proposed park.

For example, a Union County
Pocket Park grant can total as much
as $100,000 under a Monday, June 1
deadline for this year.

Former township Mayor and local
Republican Party Chairman Gabe
Spera told the council during the
public hearing, “We need park space.
We all want to do for old people, but
we need park space for our kids.”

A recent study by an ad hoc coun-
cil committee discovered that the
township is deficient in park space
by 110 acres, based on 1990 census
figures, according to National Parks
and Recreation standards.

Mr. Spera also expressed outrage
over what he called Sunrise’s “in-

timidation” of the council.
“I wouldn’t give them a damn

dime for the property,” he concluded.
Under entirely separate business

during its regular meeting, the coun-
cil agreed to a United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture plan to rid a
wooded area near Shackamaxon Golf
and Country Club of roosting flocks
of birds.

Arrowood Drive and Wood Road
residents said the droppings and dead
birds were unsightly and unhealthy.

The council accepted a $162,060
bid from Great Northern for this
year’s recycling program.

Councilman William F.
McClintock, Jr., reminded residents
to vote next Tuesday, April 21, in the
school board elections. Scotch Plains
has five candidates running for two
seats in the race.

Scotch Plains Council Votes
To Condemn Zoo Property

Polling Places Told
For BOE Election

Election polls for this Tuesday’s
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education and budget elections will
be open from 2 to 9 p.m.

Scotch Plains voters will be
asked to select two board members
among a field of five candidates.
Incumbent and board President Dr.
Donald E. Sheldon is joined by
challengers Jean McAllister, Lance
Porter, Thomas Randazzo and
Norman Ross. Incumbent Richard
R. Meade is unopposed in his bid
to the Fanwood seat which expires
this year.

Voters will also decide the fate of
the proposed $43,148,449 school
tax levy.

Polling places in Scotch Plains
are as follows:

District Nos. 1, 2 and 3, Park
Middle School.

District 4 and 5, Scotch Plains
Library.

District Nos., 6, 7 and 8, Ever-
green Elementary School.

District No. 9, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School.

District No. 10, Brunner El-
ementary School.

District No. 11, St. John The
Baptist Church.

District Nos. 12 and 13, McGinn
Elementary School.

District Nos. 14 and 15, Union
Catholic High School.

District Nos. 17 and 18, Terrill
Middle School.

District Nos. 16 and 21, Union
County Vocational-Technical
Schools.

District Nos. 19 and 20, Coles
Elementary School.

Polling places in Fanwood are:
District Nos. 1 and 2, Borough

Hall.
District No. 3, Children’s Spe-

cialized Hospital.
District Nos. 4 and 5, Terrill

Road Baptist Church.
District Nos. 6 and 7, Fanwood

Borough Library.

Clarification
Editor’s Note: The following information was unintentionally omitted from a

story entitled “Five Township Residents Seek Two Seats on Board of Education;
Richard R. Meade Unopposed in Reelection Bid for Fanwood Seat,” which
appeared in last week’s edition of The Times of Scotch Plains and Fanwood.

The three paragraphs are printed here in their entirety. We regret any confusion
caused by the error.

The candidate focused on the “account deficit” in the free balance portion of
the budget.

“If they’re drawing down that fund,” he said, referring to the board’s use of free
balance over the past three years, “they should tell people where it’s going. If
there’s a plan, what is it?”

Mrs. McAllister praised the “professional diversity of board members over the
past few years” and the board’s “becoming more demanding of the administration
and of itself in the due diligence processes required when making critical
decisions.”
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