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Carl A. Salisbury Launches
Bid for Westfield Council

Carl A. Salisbury, a resident of
Westfield’s First Ward, has an-
nounced that he will seek election to
the Town Council.

In a statement announcing his can-
didacy, Mr. Salisbury said, “I have
watched with interest during the past
two years as Mayor (Thomas A.)
Jardim proceeded to keep many of
the promises he made to Westfield
in 1996.

“At the same time, there have been
worthwhile projects that the Mayor
could not complete because he did
not have the help of a sufficient num-
ber of Council members who shared
his vision.

“I don’t believe I have much of a
right to be vocal about these things
unless I am also willing to do some-
thing about it. So, I am doing some-
thing about it.”

Mr. Salisbury and his wife, Casey
Chandler, have lived in town since
1992.

“This is a great time to live in
Westfield,” said Mr. Salisbury. “The
downtown is attracting new business
and national retailers are expressing
their confidence in our prosperity by
opening up shops here.

“We can use the momentum that
this creates to make further improve-
ments to our infrastructure and qual-
ity of life, if we have the common
sense and vision to do so,” the candi-
date continued.

Mr. Salisbury is a founding partner
of Killian & Salisbury, a law firm in
East Hanover. He is a volunteer me-
diator for the Westfield Municipal
Court and has written and lectured
extensively on his areas of practice
and has been interviewed on NBC,
CNN and Comcast Cable Television
to discuss privacy and information
technology, one of his areas of spe-
cialty.

He and his wife live on Hanford
Place. They have a daughter, Jill, and
a son, Cameron, both 5.

Curriculum One of Main
Interests of Mrs. McAllister
Jean McAllister, of Scotch Plains,

this week continued to speak with
the community regarding her candi-
dacy for the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education.

Among her main interests is en-
suring an overall curriculum that is
academically challenging, while pro-
viding a well-rounded program of
enrichment programs.

“We must provide an education
that will be an asset for every child.
‘Academically challenging’ is not
about getting the most out of every
child, its about giving the most to
every child,” said Mrs. McAllister.

She discussed how the education
of every student is intertwined with
numerous issues.

“My priorities are basic and mir-
ror nearly every parent’s, but they are
less ‘simple’ than they appear. The
responsibilities of the board and the
administration involve functions that
parents rarely hear about, or would
care to know about. Being a member
of the Board of Education is much
like being on the Board of Directors
at a corporate concern.

“Real business acumen is invalu-
able. It is not just about textbooks
and chalkboards,” the candidate
stated.

Mrs. McAllister said she feels
there are issues the district will be
facing that will affect every family in
town, whether or not they have chil-
dren in the schools.

“School capacity must be ad-
dressed over the course of the next
year, the analysis will demand fi-
nance and budget talent which I can

offer. My background is business
based and this type of detail-oriented
oversight is second nature to me,”
she stated.

Mrs. McAllister stressed the im-
portance of every voter in the dis-
trict.

“I am asking all members of the
community, those with children in
the school system as well as ‘empty
nesters’ and new parents to show
their commitment to the community
and the schools by getting out and
voting on April 21.

“If you care about curriculum, ex-
tracurricular activities, athletic pro-
grams and the foundation for value
in our community, you should exer-
cise your vote, Mrs. McAllister
stated.

“Local elections have a much
greater potential to impact your ev-
eryday life and the value of your town
than state or national elections, so
you can definitely make a differ-
ence, please do,” the candidate con-
cluded.

Mr. Festa Launches Bid
For Township Council

Frank J.  Festa,  Jr.  has an-
nounced his campaign, under the
New Jersey Conservative Party
ticket,  for the Scotch Plains
Township Council in the general
election which will be held Tues-
day, November 3.

In announcing his campaign, Mr.
Festa said, “Scotch Plains municipal
taxes have increased 39 percent over
the past seven years. Why?”

Mr. Festa, who has run the past two
years for the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders and the state
Assembly, is the owner of Grand
Sanitation Service, a private garbage
collection firm.

He will challenge a full slated of
candidates on the Republican and
Democratic tickets for the three seats
on the council up this year.

Republicans hold a 5-0 majority
on the governing body.

Mountainside Borough Council Set
To Hold Hearing Tuesday on Budget

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Mountainside Borough Coun-
cil will hold a public hearing this
Tuesday, April 21, at 8 p.m. on the
1998 municipal budget which, ac-
cording to Mountainside Mayor Rob-
ert F. Viglianti, is down 38 tax points
from last year. This translates into a
reduction of between $350 to $500
per household.

The new spending plan totals
$7,168,981, a reduction of $204,631
over last year’s budget. According to
Mayor Viglianti, the municipal tax
rate is 81 cents per every $100 of
assessed value, or about $810 for a
housed assessed at $100,000.

In a recent article which appeared
in The Westfield Leader and The
Times of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood, the Mayor stated that the
tax cut is partly due to a 3 percent cut
in the 1998 (regional) Board of
Health contract with Westfield, and a
sizable decrease by municipalities
this year in the Public Employees
Retirement Pension Plans.

This budget hearing scheduled for
this Tuesday will be part of the
council’s regular meeting. Mayor
Viglianti stated that the borough’s
auditors, Suplee and Clooney, will be
present at that meeting to answer
questions from the public. The
borough’s Chief Financial Officer,
Michelle Swisher, will also be
present.

After the budget receives the
council’s final endorsement, it will
be sent to Trenton for review before
taking effect.

In other business, a Trust Fund for
the services of the Public Defender
was established and will be included
in the 1998 budget. This state-man-
dated trust will only be used for com-
pensation to the newly-appointed
Public Defender, who is former
Councilman Bart A. Barre. He is the
borough’s first ever Public Defender.

In other business, it was announced
that Michael Disko, Borough Engi-
neer, has obtained two grants from
the New Jersey Department of Trans-
portation (NJDOT) for the paving
work on New Providence Road, to-
taling $194,000.

Mayor Viglianti stated that this was
good for Mountainside, as the bid for
work on this road came in at
$201,848.

“I would like to commend Mr.
Disko for his efforts,” stated Mayor
Viglianti. “Because of this grant, it
will only cost the borough $8,000 to
resurface New Providence Road.”

Mr. Disko noted that the awarding
of this money was subject to the

approval of the bid by the NJDOT.
Also, bids were obtained and

granted for work done on the exist-
ing lighting and for shingle replace-
ment at the Mountainside Public Li-
brary; general work for the new Com-
munity Room at Borough Hall, and
updated tennis court lights.

The bid was awarded to Depend-
able Electric for improved lighting
at the library, including installation
of high efficiency fluorescent bulbs
and ballasts on existing fixtures; a
timer to control night lights, and the
replacement of 52 new lights in the
reading areas.

The update, Mr. Disko concluded,
“will bring an electrical savings that
will be an excellent payback for the
project.”

S. J. Carney Roofing Company will
replace and stain cedar shingles at
the Mountainside Library. The
company’s bid was accepted by the
council. It was noted that this same
company had previously put a new
roof on the fire house.

The bid for the Community Room
was accepted and includes partitions,
electrical, plumbing and general con-
struction work. The council approved
Ward and O’Donnell Inc. to do the

work needed, and to install a sliding
glass door to improve the natural
lighting of the room and provide vis-
ibility of youth at recreational activi-
ties.

Finally, approval for Dependable
Electric to remove inoperative lights
at the Deerfield Elementary School
was granted. Also, 12 new lights will
be installed.

Before adjournment, the council
discussed a possible change in fire
works companies for the upcoming
Fourth of July festivities. The Fire
Department, as well as others, felt that
last year’s show was disappointing.

The Mountainside Fire Department
is recommending that the borough
switch from Garden State Fireworks
Company to Bay Fireworks.

According to Mayor Viglianti, the
change would be acceptable as long
as Bay Fireworks has a certificate of
insurance which clearly states that
no volunteers are involved in any
capacity in the handling of fireworks.

“All handling of fireworks,” stated
the Mayor, “is to be done solely by
the employees of Bay (Fireworks).”

The $10,000 cost of last year’s
show was split between the fire de-
partment and the council.

WHS Teacher and Students
Are Cited for Excellence

A teacher and six students at West-
field High School (WHS) have been
selected for recognition through the
ninth annual Tandy Technology
Scholars program.

The awards program honors teach-
ers and graduating seniors at all ac-
credited high schools throughout the
United States.

The academic top 2 percent of
graduating seniors are eligible to
receive certificates recognizing their
academic achievements. There are
no cash awards in this category.

WHS seniors receiving these cer-
tificates include Colleen Donovan,
Meghan Hely, Alice Kelman, Nishant
Mehta, Susan Wilson and George S.
Wu.

Nishant and George will also re-
ceive certificates recognizing them
as Tandy Technology Scholars. They
were nominated by their school for
being outstanding seniors in math-
ematics, science or computer sci-
ence.

Teacher Frances P. Trees was
named the winner of a Teacher Tandy
Prize, for which she will receive a
certificate and a $2,500 award. She

was nominated by WHS as an out-
standing teacher in mathematics, sci-
ence or computer science.

The Tandy Technology Scholars
Program is funded by Tandy Corpo-
ration and administered by Texas
Christian University in Fort Worth,
Texas.

Tandy Prize recipients were se-
lected by a panel of educators and
approved by the National Advisory
Council.

Local Students Make
Honor Roll at Oak Knoll

Several area residents recently
achieved first honors or were named
to the honor roll for the second tri-
mester at Oak Knoll School of the
Holy Child in Summit.

Students earning first honors re-
ceive no grade lower than an “A.”
Students on the honor roll receive no
grade lower than “B.”

Oak Knoll School is a Catholic
independent school. The school is
coeducational from Kindergarten
through grade 6 and for young women
only in grades 7 through 12.

The students, listed by town, are:
• Mountainside — First Honors

— Nicole Kress, 10th grade. Honor
Roll — Cynthia Fisher, 10th grade.

•  Westfield — First Honors —
Larissa Curlik, seventh grade; Sara
Pankratz, eighth grade, and Tracy
Evans, 10th grade. Honor Roll —
Maire Abraham, 11th grade.

Local Students Make
Dean’s List at Providence
Providence College in Rhode Is-

land recently announced the names
of students who achieved Dean’s List
status for the fall 1997 semester. To
achieve Dean’s List status, a student
must attain a 3.250 or higher grade
point average on a 4.0 scale, with no
grade lower than a “C.”

The students named to the Dean’s
List are Scotch Plains residents
Kevin Dougherty, majoring in man-
agement; Thomas Klock, undeclared
major, and Kathryn Gurske, major-
ing in English.


