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Facts and Figures About the Westfield Public Schools
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Westfield�s Grade Four Iowa Tests of Basic Skills (ITBS)

The cost per pupil is $10,187 based on
the 1996-1997 net current expense budget
of $48,359,542 and student enrollment of
4,750. The approved 1997-1998 expense
budget is $50,607,366.

Annual salary for a beginning teacher is
$38,279.

Free busing is provided, according to state
law, to students who: are in Kindergarten
through eighth grade and live more than two
miles from school; are in grades 9 through
12 and live more than two-and-a-half miles
from school, or are physically and/or men-
tally handicapped.

The Department of Special Services
provides services to students classified as
handicapped according to law. These ser-
vices include Child Study Teams, Resource
Rooms, in-district and out-of-district
classes for the handicapped and a pre-Kin-
dergarten program for special children
aged three to five.

Sharing Talents and Skills (STS), a pro-
gram involving more than 420 community
volunteers, gives Westfielders the opportu-
nity to share their talents and skills with stu-
dents in the classroom.

STS-in-Reverse, which began in 1989,
is a service in which teaching and adminis-
trative staff members, as well as members of
the Board of Education, volunteer as guest
speakers for community groups on a variety
of topics, not just education. Groups inter-
ested in scheduling an STS-in-Reverse
speaker should contact the STS Coordinator
at 789-4432.

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS
There are 2,449 students in Kindergar-

ten through grade 5 at Franklin, Jefferson,
McKinley, Tamaques, Washington and Wil-
son Elementary Schools. Enrollment in the
Westfield Public Schools continues to in-
crease, with the bulk of the growth (80 new
students) at the elementary level. Franklin
School leads the elementary school popula-
tion with 556 students, followed by
Tamaques School with 507.

To respond to the enrollment growth, 12
new classrooms were constructed this year
and added to those schools whose properties
and locations were best suited for additions.
Six classrooms were added to Jefferson
School on the south side of town and six to
Wilson School on the north side. To allevi-
ate crowding at Franklin, approximately 80
students will be redistricted to Wilson in Sep-
tember. To reduce class sizes at Tamaques,
approximately 45 students will be redis-
tricted to Jefferson.

A temporary trailer will be placed at
Washington for special small group classes
beginning in September. Washington had
one of the greatest increases in population
this year, with 22 students joining the school.

The average elementary school class size
is 21.3 students (in grades 1 to 5), which is
within the range of 18 to 25 specified as de-
sirable in the class size policy adopted by
the Westfield Board of Education in 1986.
Fifty-two percent of the elementary school
staff hold advanced degrees.

Elementary school programs include:
Classes and resource rooms for the handi-
capped; an Advanced Learning Program

(ALP) for academically gifted and talented
students in grades 3 through 5; an enrich-
ment program for all second graders;
ACHIEVE, a basic skills improvement pro-
gram; computer devices; Library/media cen-
ters, which will be fully automated in the
1997-1998 school year; English-
as-a-Second-Language, and Instrumental
Music Lessons (grades 4 and 5), with re-
corder instruction for all third grade students.

The IOWA tests of basis skills are ad-
ministered to elementary students in the sec-
ond through sixth grades. Each year,
Westfield students have scored well above
the national average, with the average in the
88th percentile. In each skill level, Westfield
has ranked as many as 20 percentage points
above the national average. In addition,
Westfield�s own scores have increased over
the years.

INTERMEDIATE SCHOOLS
Edison and Roosevelt Intermediate

Schools blend elementary and secondary
education philosophies and practices for
Westfield students in grades 6, 7 and 8.

Unique to the sixth grade are team
teachers for language arts, mathematics,
world geography and science; a practical
arts cycle including computer education

Westfield Board of Education
The names of the elected board members, with their terms of

office, are as follows:
Susan Jacobson , President (1987-1999);

Darielle Walsh , Vice President (1992-1998)
Arlene Gardner  (1996-1999)

Virginia L. (Ginger) Hardwick (1995-1998)
Keith S. Hertell (1995-1998)

Michael J. Kessler  (1997-2000)
Dr. B. Carol Molnar  (1988-2000)

Annmarie Puleio  (l996-1999)
Thomas Taylor (1997-2000)

Formal Public Business Meetings: Third Tuesday of each month. Special Meet-
ings: First Tuesday of each month. Meetings begin at 8 p.m., usually in the Board
Meeting Room at 302 Elm Street. The public is welcome. Time is allotted for pub-
lic questions and input. Further information is available by calling 789-4402.

JOINING FORCES...New Westfield Board of Education members, standing, left to right,
Thomas Taylor and Michael J. Kessler, join their fellow school board members at a recent
board meeting. Pictured, left to right, are: Seated, Keith S. Hertell, Arlene L. Gardner, School
Board President Susan Jacobson, Vice President Darielle M. Walsh and Dr. B. Carol Molnar;
second row, Ginger L. Hardwick, Mr. Taylor, Mr. Kessler, and Annmarie Puleio.


