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HAPPY ANNIVERSARY...At a luncheon celebrating the League�s 65th anni-
versary of service to the community, Margot Komar, President, was joined by
seven past League Presidents. The league owns and operates the Thrift Shop and
Consignment Shop, located at 114 Elmer Street. All proceeds benefit local
charities. Pictured, left to right, are: seated, Peggy Walsh, Marilyn Bunting and
Mary Pearsall; standing, Patty Monninger, Peggy Desch, Ms. Komar, Mary Lou
Pruden and Arlene Bertrand.

MERRY MUSIC�The Merrymen of the Westfield Old Guard recently made their annual visit to the Greenbrook Manor
Nursing and Rehabilitation Center in Green Brook. The musicians entertained Greenbrook Manor�s elderly residents
with nostalgic songs and spirited tap dance numbers. Pictured are the �Merrymen� serenading residents.

ANY BAN MUST MEET STATE, FEDERAL REGULATIONS

Residents Learn Needed Facts
For Desired Ban on Train Whistles
Along Tracks Near Rahway Avenue

By JASMINE VASAVADA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Train whistles save lives. At grade
crossings, where a street crosses over
a railroad track, the whistle warns
people and cars to get out of the way.
And at a mandatory 96 decibels 100
feet from the source, this warning can
be heard all along the railroad tracks.

But while many people may like
the sound of a train in the distance,
Westfield residents who live near the
Rahway Avenue grade crossing are
concerned that the frequent whistle
blowing, particularly during the night,
is interfering with their quality of life.

These residents, many of whom
live on Summit Court, would like to
see an end to the whistle blowing.

Trains must blow the whistle when
they approach this crossing, located
near Houlihan Field and St. Helen�s
Roman Catholic Church on the bor-
der of Clark, because there is no grade
separation of the road from the tracks
� no overpass or underpass.

On December 3, concerned resi-
dents had the opportunity to meet
with representatives of town, state
and federal governments to learn about
the measures that must be taken be-
fore a whistle ban can be put into
effect. A representative of Conrail,
the freight train company which oper-
ates on that portion of the Lehigh
Valley Line, was also present.

The first step in �locomotive whistle
cessation,� would be for the town to
institute additional safety measures at
the crossing which make it impos-
sible to get around the gates when a
train is coming.

In 1996, the Town of Westfield
allocated $10,000 towards the instal-
lation of non-mountable median bar-
riers. These barriers would be placed
in the center of the road, like highway
dividers. Officials said they prevent
cars from swinging into the opposite
lane to skirt past the safety gate which
descends when a train is coming.

Town Engineer Kenneth B. Marsh
has submitted a design for the barriers
to the Federal Railroad Association
(FRA), and will return before the
Westfield Town Council in the com-
ing year to request between $15,000
and $20,000 in additional funding for
the project.

At last Wednesday�s meeting, an
official from the F.R.A., Mark
McKeon, promised that Westfield
would receive a written response from
the F.R.A. within 45 days � but ap-
proval of the design is no guarantee
that a whistle ban can be implemented
in Westfield. State and federal regula-
tions must be met.

On the state level, a specific New
Jersey statute from 1948 requires
trains to whistle at every grade cross-
ing. But when detailed federal regula-
tions are published next year, the state
will probably adjust to the federal
guidelines, officials explained to the
large crowd which attended the meet-

Deadlines Are Told
For Upcoming Issues
Readers preparing press releases

for submission for the Christmas
Day issue of The Westfield Leader
should make note that all press
releases, pictures and letters to the
editor must be submitted by noon
on Thursday, December 18, to be
considered for publication in the
Thursday, December 25, issue.

Sports stories must be submitted
by 10 a.m. on Monday, December
22, while obituaries will be ac-
cepted up until 5 p.m. that day.

For the issue of Thursday, Janu-
ary 1, copy must be received by
noon on Tuesday, December 23.
The sports deadline is 10 a.m.,
Monday, December 29, with obitu-
aries accepted until 5 p.m. that day.

For added convenience, all copy
may be e-mailed to press@
goleader.com by the above dead-
lines.

Please note that our regular dead-
lines will apply for the issue of
Thursday, December 18, which re-
quests regular copy be submitted
by Friday at 4 p.m.

Sports stories which occur prior
to the weekend must be in by the
Friday deadline. Weekend sports
events must be submitted by noon
on the Monday prior to the publica-
tion date. Obituaries will be ac-
cepted up to 5 p.m. on Tuesdays.

ing in the Town Council Chambers of
the Municipal Building.

On the federal level, new regula-
tions are being written and are ex-
pected to be published within 60 days.

Under the Swift Rail Development
Act, the Federal Railroad Associa-
tion had been instructed to publish
regulations concerning whistle blow-
ing by November of 1996.

National debate and a Congres-
sional moratorium intervened, but a
notice of public ruling, or initial pub-
lication of the proposed regulations,
is expected by the end of January, Mr.
McKeon reported.

Officials anticipate that the regula-
tions will require a whistle blow at all
grade crossings, unless certain spe-
cific safety requirements are met. It is
likely, but not yet certain, that median
barriers like the ones Westfield is
proposing will meet these supplemen-
tal safety requirements.

According to Westfield Third Ward
Councilman Neil F. Sullivan, Jr.,
Wednesday�s meeting was success-
ful, although no solution has been
reached.

�We weren�t there to solve the prob-
lem. We were there to make sure that
everyone had as thorough an under-
standing as possible,� he said.

In addition, the attendance of State
Assemblyman Richard H. Bagger of
Westfield, representatives from Con-
gressman Bob Franks� office, and fed-
eral officials �demonstrates that the
people responsible for making and
enforcing the regulations are atten-
tive to Westfield�s concerns,� Coun-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Accessory Shop Gains Nod for Sign;
Dr. Curlick to Expand Medical Practice

By JASMINE VASAVADA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

In an unusually quick meeting
Monday night, the Westfield Board
of Adjustment heard nine appeals for
variances, all of which were granted.

Gary Hunsinger applied to the
board on behalf of his son, Scott
Hunsinger, who owns an automobile
accessory shop at 311 South Avenue.
They sought permission to erect large
signs in violation of the zoning laws,
and received permission for much
smaller signs.

For nearly 10 years, the auto shop
has operated at its South Avenue lo-
cation, hidden behind a group of stores
across from the Westfield Train Sta-
tion parking lot.

In the past, the shop did not need as
much visibility, because much of its
business involved distributing auto-
mobile accessories to other stores,
the applicants told the board.

However, due to recent changes in
the industry, the distribution half of
the business has nearly disappeared,
and retail must take up the slack for
the store to remain viable, the
Hunsingers explained.

The store installs all kinds of cus-
tom accessories, from sunroofs to
paint detailing to running boards for
sports utility vehicles. Mr. Hunsinger
spends more than $10,000 monthly
on advertising.

But, Gary Hunsinger reported, they
have found that the best way to sig-
nificantly increase their business was
by placing a sign out front, on the
street, so that people passing by know
the business is there.

They came before the board to
request permission to erect a sign,
six feet wide and three feet high,
near eye level on the street in front
of the Discovery Shop. They also
sought to paint a sign across the top
of the rear wall of the  parking lot

behind the stores.
The board voted to allow the sign

on the rear wall, which will be two
feet tall and 32 feet wide, noting that
it will be largely invisible from the
street and thus will not negatively
impact the community.

The more important question to the
Hunsingers was whether the signage
in the front of the building would be
permitted. The board expressed con-
cern that the proposed sign was too
big and too wordy.

�It seems to me that you�re trying to
name in a sign everything that the
store does,� board member Doris M.
Molowa noted.

She suggested a smaller sign would
be more appropriate, and demon-
strated visually the size of a two by
three -foot sign, by holding two desk
blotters side to side.

In the end, the board voted to allow
the smaller sign, but stipulated that it

must not be more than four feet tall.
Scott Hunsinger said he was glad to

get the variance.
�It�s gonna help,� he said. �Hope-

fully it will help enough.�
Times have changed in the medical

profession as well, and another physi-
cian will soon be joining Dr. Martin
Curlick in his medical office at 138
South Euclid Avenue. The new physi-
cian will see patients in the morning,
and perhaps later in the evening, and
an additional part-time employee will
help with the paperwork.

Dr. Curlick received a variance from
the board with regard to the town�s
Land Use Ordinance parking require-
ment of 13 on-site parking spaces,
where only seven exist.

At his own request, the appeal of
Rudolfo J. Betancourt of 112 Golf
Edge will be carried over until the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Towns Explore
Ways to Reduce
Utility Expenses

Local officials from more than a
dozen municipalities in Union
County came together in Scotch
Plains last week to explore ways of
reducing local utility costs.

The December 1 meeting, orga-
nized by Fanwood Councilman
William E. Populus, Jr., was the
second time that representatives
from the communities had gath-
ered to discuss the issue. They had
previously met on October 28 in
Fanwood.

Representatives from Scotch
Plains, Fanwood, Westfield, Eliza-
beth, Plainfield, Cranford, Roselle,
Kenilworth, Linden, Hillside,
Green Brook, Berkeley Heights and
Rahway attended the meeting.

They convened to gain informa-
tion on opportunities to establish a
cooperative venture to take advan-
tage of the deregulation of the elec-
tric industry in New Jersey.

The Board of Public Utilities
(BPU) is moving forward with a
plan to restructure the electric in-
dustry in New Jersey. The BPU�s
goal is to begin opening the electric
market to competition in October
of 1998.

The meeting focused on how to
reduce the cost of utilities in mu-
nicipal operating budgets.

Blossom A. Peretz, the state�s
Ratepayer Advocate, and several
members of her staff came to the
meeting to provide an update on
the status of the BPU�s efforts to
deregulate electricity.

Ms. Peretz went over several dif-
ferent options for aggregating the
utility accounts of local govern-
ments, businesses and residents.

�Some say there is power in num-
bers. Perhaps we should also say
there are power savings in num-
bers,� she stated.

The Ratepayer Advocate stated
that her office is working to ensure
that consumers will save at least 10
percent off their current bills as a
result of deregulation.

By joining together the electric
needs of a number of different cus-
tomers, smaller consumers will be
able to attract more competitive
rates and enjoy greater cost sav-
ings, according to Ms. Peretz.

If municipalities act on behalf of
their residents and local businesses,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Recyclable Pickups
Set for Dec. 18-19

As Strike Continues
Negotiations to resolve a labor

dispute between members of Team-
sters Local No. 575 and Advanced
Recycling Technologies Systems
(ARTS) are expected to continue
through next week.

Located in Linden, ARTS col-
lects recyclable materials in more
than a dozen area communities,
including Westfield.

Replacement workers have been
attempting to keep up with the
scheduled pickups in the munici-
palities served by ARTS, although
the normal collection of materials
has been disrupted by the strike,
which began on November 18.

The next scheduled pickup dates
in Westfield are Thursday, Decem-
ber 18, for the north side of town
and Friday, December 19, for the
south side.

Aluminum beverage cans may
be deposited in containers at the
rear of Westfield�s fire headquar-
ters at 405 North Avenue, West, 24
hours a day.

All proceeds from this program
benefit the Burn Foundation of St.
Barnabas Medical Center in
Livingston.

ALL ABOARD...Horse-drawn wagon rides with Santa will continue this
weekend in the downtown as part of the �Welcome Home to Westfield�
festivities. Wagon rides will depart from the North Avenue train station on
Saturday and Sunday, December 13 and 14, from noon to 3 p.m. Wagon rides,
minus Santa, were also held last weekend. For a complete calendar of holiday
happenings, please call the Downtown Westfield Corporation at (908) 789-
9444. See story on Page 3.

Mayor Puts Forward
Appointee for Judge
But GOP Not Buying

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Nearly three months after the resig-
nation of Marion S. Mogielnicki,
Westfield Mayor Thomas C. Jardim
has officially put forward the name of
Jeffrey M. Gechtman, the current sub-
stitute Judge in Westfield, as the can-
didate he would like to see take over
on the bench.

However, for that appointment to
become official, the Mayor will have
to sway at least one council member
among the Republican majority to his
side. The GOP holds a 5-4 edge on the
governing body. Although the mu-
nicipal judge is a Mayoral appoint-
ment, Town Council consent is
needed.

The four Republicans present Tues-
day indicated their support for former
Municipal Judge Edward J. Hobbie
as the next permanent magistrate. First
Ward Councilman Norman N. Greco,
who was absent from the meeting,
was the only Republican last January
who voted against the combined list
of paid appointed officials based
solely on the fact he wanted Mr.
Hobbie reappointed.

The other Republicans ended the
stalemate by supporting the Mayoral
appointments � including Ms.
Mogielnicki � after the Democrats
agreed to remove the name of An-
thony N. LaPorta, a former Demo-
cratic councilman and Mayoral con-
tender, from the list of Planning Board
appointees.

Mr. LaPorta, though, was later ap-
pointed by the Mayor when William
L. Brennan declined the opportunity
to serve on the board.

While Mayor Jardim told the Town
Council that he was �blown away� by
the interview of Judge Gechtman, the

Republican majority repeated their
calls that Mr. Hobbie be reinstated as
Judge � a post he held for over 12
years prior to the appointment of Ms.
Mogielnicki last January.

Mayor Jardim cited not only Mr.
Gechtman�s qualifications, which in-
clude 16 years as a municipal court
judge, but the �enthusiasm� he indi-
cated for taking over permanently on
the Westfield bench. He said his ap-
pointee has been deemed �tough but
fair� as a judge.

Appointments for municipal judge
run for three years. There are two
years remaining on Ms. Mogielnicki�s
term. Her salary was $31,000.

Mr. Gechtman currently serves as
Judge in Garwood and Winfield, and
previously served on the bench in
Clark, Plainfield and Hillside. He has
been a substitute Judge in Westfield
the past several years and in a number
of other towns.

He received his Juris Doctorate
Degree from Washington College of
Law of the American University in
1972, the alma mater of Mayor Jardim.

The Mayor said Mr. Gechtman has
a good grasp in dealing with first-time
youthful offender cases, and under-
stands the dealings of a suburban com-
munity and how to carefully handle
cases involving local merchants.

�He really blew me away on his
resumé. I haven�t seen someone more
qualified to be Judge,� Mayor Jardim
said.

�He is a guy I support without quali-
fication. He has so much enthusiasm.
I was really quite impressed,� the
Mayor explained, noting that Mr.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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cilman Sullivan added.
Although construction of the me-

dian barriers must await capital bud-
get allocation and federal approval,
residents do have a clearer time frame
to look towards. Also, Mr. McKeon
told those present that his inspectors
would ensure that whistle blowing
does not exceed that required by law
and by safety.

But, he argued, whistle blowing
does save lives. A nationwide �Study
of Train Whistle Bans,� published in
July of 1991, found a sharp increase
in accidents in the year after bans
were instituted in Florida.

Some in the audience were skepti-
cal of the validity of the comparison.
In other parts of the country, cross-
ings are not necessarily equipped with
other safety devices, like gates and
warning lights. Furthermore, as one
resident pointed out, whistles blown
after a train has crossed the road prob-
ably are not very effective.

Several Westfield residents had
expressed their opinion that the whistle
blowing is excessive, and rather than
four short toots required by law, a
long whistle may continue after the
engine has already passed the cross-
ing.

Kathleen Bambas of Summit Court
reported that, �Quite frequently it�s
almost like the engineer is having fun.
He just blows the whistle with com-
plete abandon.�

Bob Belz, a Denville resident who
leads an organization called Halt

Residents Receive Information
About Ban on Train Whistles

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Outrageous Noise, or HORN, sug-
gested that excessive blowing could
be prevented if trains were equipped
with two buttons, one for an auto-
mated whistle and one to be used at
the engineer�s discretion when safety
requires it.

But even a simple notice to the
engineers, asking them to exercise
more restraint in the short term, may
be helpful, he said.

No one wants an unsafe crossing.
But, as one resident told those present,
�When children do not get enough
sleep at night so that they can do well
in school the next day, that is also
harm to people.�

And Westfield residents have al-
ready noticed an increase in train traf-
fic on the Lehigh Valley Line, which
is expected to continue over the com-
ing year. The Lehigh Line is a major
freight corridor for consumer goods
and Port of Elizabeth traffic.

And Conrail representative John
Cannon reported that six months from
now, Norfolk Southern and CSX will
also be operating on its tracks. Cur-
rently, he said, Conrail operates about
24 to 26 trains on that stretch daily,
with a high percentage of them run-
ning between 10 p.m. and 6 a.m.

In the long run, installation of me-
dian barriers may be the best way to
insure safety. Gary Strano of Summit
Court, who has led the initiative to
implement the barriers, asserted, �It�s
important that we get everything in
motion.�

January meeting. Edward and Patricia
Miller of 818 Summit Avenue, Mark
and Christine Kline of 828 Cedar
Terrace, and Robert and Caroline
Spiegel of 400 Elm Street all received
variances for side yard or coverage
violations which were deemed minor.

Similarly, Edward and Laura
Marhefka of 524 Lawrence Avenue
were granted a variance to extend a
side yard setback to the new addition
they seek to erect. The side yard had
not conformed to town zoning stipu-
lations prior to the approval of the
variance.

Paul and Marie Rizkala of 87 North
Cottage Place also received a vari-
ance to place an addition onto their
home which would bring the corner
of the house to within 7.5 feet from
the side property line. Zoning laws in
the area require a minimum interior
side yard of 10 feet.

The Rizkalas presented a detailed
architectural rendering of their house,
with a transparent overlay of the pro-
posed addition.

Rick and Susan Debbie of 122
North Euclid Avenue sought a vari-
ance for a maximum building cover-
age of 23.5 percent, while removing a
deck and replacing it with an extra
bathroom and larger kitchen.

The board noted that 23.5 percent
lot coverage is an unusually large
violation, since 20 percent is the re-
quirement by town ordinance in the
area.

The couple offered to remove the

Shop Gains Sign Approval;
Doctor to Expand Practice
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deck, which covers 2 percent of their
lot and, if necessary, one side of the
porch which wraps around the house,
in exchange for permission to fill in
an indentation in the back of the build-
ing which would allow for the extra
bathroom and more extensive kitchen
area.

Jim Textor, of 140 North Euclid,
expressed his support for the addi-
tion, on behalf of several neighbors.

�If you were standing in the back-
yard, they�re putting it into a dead
zone. I think it would add to, if you
will, the karma of the block,� he re-
ported.

Mrs. Molowa suggested that the
board permit a revised plan which
would result in 22.9 percent coverage
while sparing the wrap-around porch.
She added that the Debbies suffer a
hardship from having an undersized
lot, relative to those around it.

Board member Glenn deBrueys
agreed, adding that, �I think that�s the
point of having humans on the board,
to distinguish when 20 percent, the
ideal, is worth the hardship it im-
poses.�

The board granted the variance
based on Mrs. Molowa�s recommen-
dation. Board Vice Chairman G.
Graydon Curtis and board member
Vincent Wilt dissented, largely on the
grounds that one can�t trade off a deck
for additional living space.

The final plan agreed to by the
board will result in the squaring off of
the indentation.

they can establish a larger purchasing
pool and attract greater interest from en-
ergy suppliers, she maintained.

Also attending the meeting was Phyllis
J. Kessler, an attorney from Kudman,
Trachten & Kessler in Manhattan, who
briefed the municipal officials on deregu-
lation at the first meeting in Fanwood.

Ms. Kessler noted that the range of
options discussed by local officials in-
cluded each town consolidating the elec-
tric accounts in their municipality under
one contract; consolidating the electric
needs of several towns in a joint procure-
ment; extending the joint procurement
option to include Union County govern-
ment accounts, or aggregating the electric
needs of residents and businesses in one
or more of the towns in addition to the
local government accounts.

Steven A. Clark, a representative from
NJ Transit, discussed the benefits of the
joint procurement option for purchasing
energy.

NJ Transit has participated in a similar
venture at the same level, working with
the Treasury Department and other state
agencies to purchase natural gas.

�Joining together gives better leverage
in the market place and keeps the admin-
istrative burdens associated with the com-
plex public procurement process to a mini-
mum,� Mr. Clark said.

NJ Transit has shaved its natural gas

Towns Meet to Explore Ways
Of Lowering Utility Costs
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bill by 20 percent since taking advantage
of the deregulation of natural gas in 1995.
Mr. Clark noted that the most recent
contract for natural gas includes an op-
tion for local governments who are served
by Elizabethtown Natural Gas to partici-
pate in the state contract.

Former Union County Manager Ann
M. Baran, now the Director of Operations
at the Gateway Institute of Regional De-
velopment at Kean University in Union,
offered to have the organization assist
local officials in collecting data and ana-
lyzing the various options.

Several members of the group ex-
pressed pleasure that Kean University
would help. They also noted their con-
cern over how to move forward, given the
complexity of the public bid process.

Ms. Peretz mentioned that the state
Legislature is considering a bill that would
make it easier for towns to provide lower
cost power to local residents by aggregat-
ing their utility bills.

If officials are concerned about im-
pediments caused by the public bid pro-
cess, it is possible the legislation could
include a provision to help make it more
simple.

�This is a great opportunity for munici-
palities to help shape the law that will
enable towns to save money on behalf of
their taxpayers and residents,� stated
Councilman Populus.

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

WESTFIELD FIRE BLOTTER

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 2
� A resident of Orenda Circle reported

that his motor vehicle was vandalized while
it was parked on Mountain Avenue.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 4
� The theft of $100 in cash and several

checks from a Boynton Avenue apart-
ment was reported to police. There was
no sign of forced entry, authorities said.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6
� Police reported that a holiday wreath

which had been on display outside the
Westfield Memorial Library on East
Broad Street was set on fire in the library�s
parking lot.

� A holiday display outside an Arling-
ton Avenue residence was damaged
through criminal mischief, according to
police. Authorities said the wires to three
illuminated deer figures had been cut.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 8
� A Lyndhurst contractor reported that

a cordless drill and two rechargeable bat-
teries were taken from the driveway of a
Colonial Avenue home where he was
working.

� The theft of cigarettes by a juvenile
was reported at a Central Avenue conve-
nience store. Police said the suspect had
not been apprehended.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 1
• Five hundred block of Lawrence

Avenue � tree and wires down.
• One hundred block of Michael Drive

� system malfunction.
• One hundred block of Michael Drive

� system malfunction.
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 3

• Ternay Avenue, Scotch Plains �
mutual aid.

• Five hundred block of Dorian Road
� system malfunction.

• Seven hundred block of Mountain
Avenue � water evacuation.

• Five hundred block of Dorian Road
� system malfunction.

• One hundred block of Bennett Place
� unintentional alarm.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 4
• Six hundred block of Drake Place �

unintentional alarm.
• One hundred block of Kent Place �

unintentional alarm.
• Three hundred block of Linden Av-

enue � system malfunction.
• Eleven hundred block of Rahway

Avenue � malicious false call.
• Sixteen hundred block of Pinegrove

Avenue � smoke odor investigation.
• Three hundred block of First Street

� system malfunction.
• Three hundred block of Benson Place

� lockout.
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 5

• One hundred block of Elm Street �
refuse fire.

• Four hundred block of Topping Hill
Road � power line down.

• One hundred block of Elmer Street �
system malfunction.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6
• Three hundred block of Orenda

Circle � smoke removal.
• Seven hundred block of Boulevard

� good intent call.
• Ten hundred block of North Av-

enue, West � refuse fire.
• Six hundred block of North Avenue,

West � good intent call.
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7

• Six hundred block of Coleman Place
� good intent call.

• Eleven hundred block of Boynton
Avenue � smoke scare.

• One hundred block of Doris Park-
way � structure fire.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
SEASON�S GREETINGS�Jesse Sayegh, the owner of the Rialto Theatre on
East Broad Street, holds this year�s holiday ornament from the Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce. The ornament features an illustration of the Rialto,
which turned 75 years old this year. Pictured with Mr. Sayegh outside the
landmark cinema are Debbie Schmidt, left, the Chamber�s new Executive
Director, and Bronna Butler. Ms. Butler, an artist with Juxtapose Gallery on
Elm Street in Westfield, designed the ornament.

Gechtman referred to the Westfield court
as the �jewel� of court systems.

Republican Second Ward Councilman
Matthew P. Albano, a member of the
selection committee appointed by the
Mayor, said the Mayor�s nominee did not
meet two of the main criteria the commit-
tee set forward before beginning the in-
terviewing process � namely that the
future Judge be a resident or that the
person works in Westfield.

Mr. Gechtman has a law office in Union
and is a resident of neighboring Fanwood.
Mr. Hobbie has resided in Westfield 30
years.

�I just have trouble with the appoint-
ment, particularly since we have such a
proven commodity in (former) Judge
Hobbie before us, who, in my opinion, is
head and shoulders above the rest,� said
Councilman Albano.

Mayor Jardim noted that Mr. Gechtman
has said he would move to Westfield if that
was the council�s wish. However, when
Third Ward Councilman John J. Walsh, a
Democrat, asked his Republican counter-
parts if they would support the nomination
if Mr. Gechtman became a resident, Re-
publicans said they indicated they would
still vote against the appointment.

Mayor Jardim advised the Republi-
cans, whose majority will increase to 6-3
in January, that residents might not look
favorably on what he believes is a vote
based on politics.

�You can vote him down at your risk,
but I can tell you that it is my (town)
charter right as Mayor to come forward
with the guy who I think is the most
qualified for the job,� the Mayor said
sternly, adding that Mr. Gechtman just
happens to be a registered Republican.

While Mr. Gechtman was admitted to
the New Jersey Bar Association in 1972,
Mr. Hobbie was admitted in 1965. Both
judges also were admitted to the United
States District and Supreme Courts.

Mayor Jardim, who sat on the commit-
tee along with Councilmen Albano, Walsh
and Republican Second Ward Council-
man James J. Gruba, said that while the
residency and/or employment in town was
�very important,� it was never the primary
criteria for him in the selection process.

Councilman Albano asserted that he
does not believe �someone from the out-
side� has the same feelings about Westfield
as someone who works or lives in town.

Mr. Walsh stated that there are prob-
lems within the administration of the
court office, which he said have been
existing �probably as long as he (Mr.
Hobbie) has been there.�

First Ward Councilwoman Gail S.
Vernick shot back that when Mr. Hobbie
was Judge he was able to operate the
administration office and the court sys-
tem �efficiently.�

Although 17 resumés were submitted,
only four candidates were interviewed by
the committee and the Mayor � with a
fifth candidate just this past week having
pulled himself out of consideration.

Besides Mr. Gechtman and Mr. Hobbie,
also interviewing for the Westfield munici-
pal judge vacancy were Rafael J. Betancourt,
the current Municipal Prosecutor, and Pub-
lic Defender Michael Diamond.

Mayor Jardim challenged the Republi-
cans to come forward with information
that Judge Gechtman is not doing an
�excellent� job on the Westfield bench.
He said he would rescind the nomination
in that case.

Councilwoman Vernick said Mr.
Hobbie was deemed to have run the best
court system in Union County by the
administrator of the courts system.

When questioned by Mayor Jardim as to
why she decided to support Judge
Mogielnicki rather than continue to push
for Mr. Hobbie earlier in the year, Council-
woman Vernick admitted she and her fel-
low Republicans made a mistake.

�Our government was in gridlock (over

Mayor Puts Forward Nominee
For Next Municipal Judge
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SERVING THE COMMUNITY...Mayor Thomas C. Jardim presents the
Westfield Service League with an official proclamation commemorating on the
occasion of its 65th anniversary. The proclamation congratulated the league on
its service to the community. The league owns and operates the Thrift Shop and
Consignment Shop, located at 114 Elmer Street. Since 1941 the league has
donated $1,585,726 to over 40 local charities. In addition, the league provides
dispatchers for the Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad. Pictured with Mayor
Jardim, left to right, are: league members Margaret MacPherson, Helen Campbell,
Joan Hogan and Betty List.

the appointments process) because there
was no moving on trying to resolve the
reorganization (of town government),�
she explained.

�And for the sake of the town and the
taxpayers, and the reorganization, we made
a mistake. We never should have allowed
flexibility in that instance. We made a
mistake; it should rectified,� she asserted.

Third Ward Councilman Neil F. Sullivan,
Jr., corrected the Mayor, noting that Mr.
Hobbie�s name was never put forward on
the list of appointments before the council
last year, and thus the Republicans never
had an opportunity to vote on the matter.

Admitting that he did not have the
�stomach� to debate the issue any further,
Mayor Jardim said he has �put forward a
guy who is so qualified it�s not funny.�

Outgoing Fourth Ward Councilman
Donnell Carr, a Democrat, warned that if
the same sort of gridlock and debate which
occurred between the two political par-
ties last year over the Mayoral/Town
Council appointments happened again,
�it is going to be very sad for the town.�

He said both sides need to come to a
compromise, noting that regardless of the
party, the council must give a certain
amount of authority to the Mayor.

In other business, Mayor Jardim noted
that he spoke before the Union County
Transportation Advisory Board as a rep-
resentative of the Westfield Raritan Val-
ley Line Commuter Commission.

He said the board recommended that
the Board of Chosen Freeholders pass a
resolution supporting improvements
along the Raritan Valley Line. They also
said they would be willing to help the
commission gain funding down the road
if it becomes necessary to keep the efforts
of the all-volunteer group going.

It was noted that the Raritan Valley Line
Coalition, a group engineered by Congres-
sional representatives whose districts in-
clude towns along the train line, will meet
tomorrow, Friday, December 12, at 8 a.m.
in the Bridgewater Court House.

Councilwoman Vernick urged that
Westfield needed to assist the Raritan Val-
ley Coalition�s efforts and, in fact, become
a leader in this effort rather than creating a
parallel group that replicates the Coalition�s
efforts and which �would be detrimental to
Westfield and to Union County.�

She said a unified rail Coalition would
also help gain �our fair share� for state or
federal transportation funding.

On another matter, Town Engineer Ken-
neth B. Marsh explained that the county
engineering department is looking for the
go ahead from Westfield in its plans to
make improvements for the intersection of
Springfield Avenue and East Broad Street.

The changes will validate the signal-
ized intersection which has not had state
approval since 1971. The county hopes to
begin construction by the spring.

Improvements will involve moving the
existing curb line for the right turn lane
from Springfield onto Broad by 15 feet at
its widest point. The project would in-
volve obtaining land owned by the Echo
Lake Church of Christ.

There are currently two left turning lanes
on East Broad onto Springfield. However,
in order to meet approval of standards set
by the American Association of State High-
way and Transportation Officials, two 15-
foot lanes are necessary on Springfield
Avenue to receive traffic from East Broad.

Currently, there is only 20 feet available
on Springfield Avenue, thus the centerline
must be shifted by eight feet to the left onto
church property. The change will provide
a 26-foot wide right turn lane onto East
Broad � a lane which is currently 18 feet
wide. Six mature trees will also have to be
removed from the county right-of-way.

Mr. Carr, a Trustee of the church, noted
the trees were planted by members of the
church. He urged that town officials keep
a dialogue with the church as the project
proceeds forward.

Deerfield School Tells Names
Of Honor Roll Students

A total of 103 students were named to
the Honor Roll for the first marking quar-
ter at Deerfield School in Mountainside.

In the sixth grade, 22 students, or 36.67
percent of the 60-member class, were
named to the High Honor Roll. Twenty-
five students, or 41.67 percent of the
class, were named to the Honor Roll.

In the seventh grade, 20 students, or
37.04 percent of the 54-member class
were named to the High Honor Roll.
Twenty students, or 37.04 percent of the
class, were named to the Honor Roll.

In the eighth grade, six students, or
13.04 percent of the 46-member class,
were named to the High Honor Roll. Ten
students, or 21.74 percent of the class,
were named to the Honor Roll.

SIXTH GRADE
HIGH HONOR ROLL

Michael Amalfe Marissa DeAnna
David Apigo Eric Feller
Nicole Baseil Chase Golomb
Marissa Basile Jennifer Hauser
Michael Biel Sarah Hu
Elizabeth Billy Jon Landis
Jenna Blasi Stephanie Lombardi
Jamie Boyce Brielle Luciano
Jean Brodian Justin Polce
Eric Csaszar Helena Scholz
Anthony DeAngelis Kevin Wyvratt

SIXTH GRADE
HONOR ROLL

Steven Bobko Jeffrey Hoffman
Alexander Caffrey Arda Hotz
Robert Condrillo Kaitlyn Moore
Joseph DeRosa Jonathan Moss
Alexander Denny Danielle Pace
Neha Desai Erin Sanders
Christopher DiVito Jonathan Savette
Jessica Garry Marcy Stickles
Arthur Gussis Gregory Trimmer
Brittany Hamtil Cecilia Watson
Andrew Harris Kristen Wedge
Morgan Hill Brian Wolford

Jamie Zawislak

SEVENTH GRADE
HIGH HONOR ROLL

Katrina Blasi Stephen Kress
John Bodenchak Estrella Lopez
Tara Crane Kristen Manzo
David Dempsey Michael Margello
Daniel Drake Jessica Nichols
Nicole Ehrhardt Deirdre Norris
Jude Faella Jonathan O�Dowd
Ashley Ferrell Constance Souder
Suzanne Hopkins Nicole Taeschler
Kenneth Kolanko Stacy Vlachakis

SEVENTH GRADE
HONOR ROLL

Craig Andersson Chuck Orlando
Salvatore Arpino Frank Palumbo
Ashley Criscitiello Jennifer Punsal
Katelyn Fenton Christine Reidy
Brittany Grillot Kimberly Risch
Kevin Guidicipietro Brittany Sanders
Aimee Johnston Jamie Tam
Joseph King Lindsay Vlachakis
Peter Klebaur Christine Weag
Shaun Modi Kailey Wheaton

EIGHTH GRADE
HIGH HONOR ROLL

Steven Brown Kristen Hauser
Pamela Cash Ellen Levitian
Oliver Eng Dana McCurdy

EIGHTH GRADE
HONOR ROLL

Brian Dressel Lauren Rosenhaft
Ryan Feller Shannon Schmidt
Jason Gionta Susan Schnakenberg
Alexander Hotz Micah Thau
Marlene Lourenco Jason Thomas

    To have a good friend is one of the
highest delights of life; to be a good
friend is one of the noblest and most
difficult undertakings.

� Anonymous


