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Look Who’s Graduating

Extra! Extra - Wilson Elementary School Class of 2003

Bob Franks

County Plans Health
Aide Training Course
County — As part of Union County’s effort to meet

the growing demand for certified home health care aides,
a training program for those interested in this field will
be offered for county residents beginning Monday, May
12.

“There is an increasing need for caring individuals
who are interested in working with the elderly or dis-
abled,” said Freeholder Lewis Mingo, Jr., liaison to the
Union County Advisory Council on Aging. “While our
population ages and the need for home care services and
home health aides increases, a serious shortage of certi-
fied home health aides exists.”

The New Jersey Board of Nursing reported that
between 1998 and 2000 the number of certified home
health aides dropped 27 percent and applications for
Home Health Aide training sessions significantly dropped
as well.

“This is a worrisome trend that the Freeholders of
Union County are trying to correct,” added Freeholder
Mingo. “That is why we are working with the Union
County Care Consortium, which was established in 1986,
to attract, train and retain home health aides to provide
in-home services to seniors so people can remain in their
homes and communities as independently and for as long
as possible.”

The Union County Home Care Consortium is com-
prised of 11 non-profit and public organizations includ-
ing the Visiting Nurse and Health services; Jewish Fam-
ily Services; Muhlenberg Home Care; SAGE Inc.; the
Center for Hope Hospice; Atlantic Home Care & Hos-
pice; Union County College; the Linden Board of Edu-
cation; Patient Care; Visiting Health Services; and the
Union County Division of Aging. Funding for the train-
ing costs about $5,000 per course and comes from the


