Field Hockey Royals Top


Blue Devil Girls, 4-0





By FRED LECOMTE


Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times





Host Westfield High School found the going tough as the Oak Knoll High School field hockey team proved to be a vicious foe with the sticks. A crisp passing and disciplined attack in the first half sent the visitors home with a, 4-0 victory at Westfield’s Gary Kehler Stadium on September 22.


The Royals did everything right by firing 21 shots off their sticks. Allie Hubschmann knocked in three feeds and Jessie Gardner flipped in the fourth, all in the first half. Despite the shelling, Blue Devil first half goalkeeper Katherine Taylor did what she had to do by halting four shots.


Blue Devil Head Coach Maggie McFadden turned the keeper duties over to Maresa Hughes, who shut down the net by making six saves, including two acrobatic dives. Meghan Murphy guarded the Royal net but never faced a serious challenge.


The game was highlighted by some marvelous defensive performances by Sam Manetti, Christine DeSerio and Becky DeFazio who played well getting the ball out of the zone. Hard working Augusta Healy dogged the Royals and made numerous steals.


Oak Knoll got on the board early when Gardner, situated in front of the goal, received a cross from Michelle Cesan and poked it the net at 19:47. Hubschmann stuffed the Blue Devil net on an assist from Bridgett O'Keefe at 7:50 then duplicated the feat less than two minutes later. With two ticks remaining, it was Hubschmann who again terrorized the Blue Devil net and scored off an assist by Cesan.


"Defensively they took the advantage by passing the ball across, balls which we should of intercepted," said Co-Captain DeFazio.


In the second half, the Blue Devil offensive forces re-organized and worked hard by penetrating the zone better while the defense shut off the Royal penetration. Sam Manetti, Alyson Guerriero, Christine Isabella, Julie Bennett, Eunice Park and DeFazio's aggressive style of play and good ball movement played well over time and got better as the game progressed.


"We pulled ourselves together and played strong with a lot more intensity," said Co-Captain Manetti. "We played more to our speed and on their side and slammed the door shut on them in the second half. Taylor did an amazing job and saved us numerous times."


"We came out stronger and with a lot more intensity in the second half," added DeFazio. "Some good passes were made, however we did not capitalize on what was needed."


DeFazio and Manetti both agreed that the record does not reflect their quality of play and that better things lie ahead.


"We do have people who work well together, however more of that is needed along with a little more communication and cooperation. Our heads are up and better play is our objective," concluded DeFazio.
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