Mayor Mahr Points to Fanwood’s Development Progress


As Fanwood’s Mayor, I was surprised to read last week's editorial “Political Economic Powerhouse in the County west of the Parkway.” While primarily focused on Plainfield, the editorial contended there was “lack of progress” in Fanwood’s redevelopment efforts.


Your paper has covered the challenges and successes of Fanwood in great detail. The contention is wrong.


Let me set the record straight: Economic development is alive and well in Fanwood. In the past 18 months, many positive changes have occurred – some are evident and others are projects that are about to break ground after months and months of hard work. Drive along South Avenue to see and feel the excitement.


See the Mattress Factory putting the finishing touches on their newly renovated building to house a factory and showroom. Stop in next door, and say hello to K-9 Resorts, a daycare and luxury hotel for dogs. Continue down South Avenue and you will see major renovations at Dunkin Donuts, scheduled for completion by year’s end and anticipated to be the nicest Dunkin Donuts in the region.


At the corner of First Street and South Avenue, witness first hand the construction on a three-story, mixed-use building that will provide first-class commercial, retail and residential opportunities.


In March 2005, The (Scotch Plains-Fanwood) Times wrote “First Application Received Under the Borough’s New Redevelopment Plan.” The owners of 222 South Avenue became the first to approach the mayor and council with a plan that would see the demolition of obsolete buildings and create an exciting three-story, mixed-use building within Fanwood’s redevelopment area. In July 2005, The Times would again report on site plan approval by the Fanwood Planning Board.


For the first time in over 30 years, this area will soon see new construction. History was indeed made that night in July.


Adjacent to 222 South Avenue, one should stop in and chat with long-time merchant, Helen Ling of Enchantments. Mrs. Ling and her husband, Ken, bolstered by the excitement of the redevelopment progress, are now the contract purchasers of the property they currently lease. More importantly, they recently received planning board approval for an absolutely beautiful three-story mixed-use building. The Times front-page article on September 22 was Board OK’s Second Application Under Downtown Redevelopment.


As mayor, I have worked extremely hard forging real working relationships with committed property owners to create an atmosphere in which private investment is welcomed and encouraged. The borough is about to reap the benefits of all that hard work by having these projects generate much needed ratables that will help ease the burden on our already over-taxed residents.


Redevelopment, negotiations and obtaining all the necessary approvals can take months. The dedicated members of the municipal council and planning board have been working so hard to review all of these above-mentioned projects. We are indeed witnessing history in Fanwood and there are even greater things to follow.


Thank you for your coverage of these successes in the past. We look forward to additional coverage of these wonderful future events.





Colleen Mahr


Mayor of Fanwood
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