SP Resident Criticizes


Bruce Johnson’s View


First I’d like to preface my comments by stating that I posses nothing but the utmost respect for Bruce Johnson and his knowledge of Westfield High School athletics. I look forward to picking up your paper every week to read Bruce’s insights; he is truly a wealth of information and the preeminent historian/authority of WHS athletics. 


With that said, as a lifelong Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School fan and someone who has followed Raider athletics for the past 20-plus years, I took exception to Bruce's comments in the Devils Den (Sept. 22). First the facts: The Westfield-SPF football game was nothing short of an ‘Instant Classic.’ The game featured an improbable comeback chock full of emotion amidst a backdrop of a fervent cross-town rivalry with enthusiastic and passionate fans on both sides. 


The Raiders never gave up and found a way to win 32-29 in overtime, vigorously storming back from a 26-6 second-half deficit. Instead of praising SPF, Bruce chose to take issue with the official, in essence crediting him with giving SPF the win. While he tried not to come off as bitter, once again, he threw cold water on SPF athletics. I dare to wonder if the roles were reversed and Westfield benefited from a late penalty flag if Bruce would’ve blasted the official and made personal attacks.


I also found it strange that Bruce was essentially commending a pair of Westfield fans for berating the officials as they left – is that good sportsmanship and losing with class? Instead of harping on the officials’ call for the next 40 years as Bruce did with the baseball umpire, I prefer to view the game as one of the best I’ve ever seen at any level and as one of many classic WHS-SPF gridiron encounters.





Ross Blacker


Scotch Plains
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