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l'ennemi du journaliste

PACE LED COUGARS TOTALING 297 POINTS, MacLELLAND WAS SECOND WITH 254 POINTS

Lady Cougars Show Growth by End of Basketball Season
By ALEX LOWE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

In their 51-47 loss at Voorhees,
the Cranford High School girls
basketball team ended what had
been a largely frustrating season
on a hopeful note. The Cougars
finished with a 6-18 overall record
that included last place in the
conference and a first round
ouster in the county playoffs. But
in going toe to toe with second-
seeded Voorhees in the first round
of the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 3 playoffs, head coach
Jacqueline Dyer saw signs of the
kind of team she hopes to see

next season.
“Our best moment, was our

recent loss to Voorhees,” said
Dyer. “Coming in as the 15th
seed and facing a very strong
second seed, I couldn’t be
prouder of how hard the girls
worked and played.”

Cranford never really got
untracked this season. So many
of the Cougar losses shared a
common thread. They would of-
ten play well for portions of games
only to be undone by a prolonged
scoring drought or a sloppy
stretch of play. Yet if you look
close enough, there were subtle
indicators that the Cougars were

coming together by the end of
the season.

In their final five games, begin-
ning with a tough, 46-39 loss to
Westfield, the Cougars played
solid basketball. They beat Union
Catholic by 17, followed that with
a 45-point blowout of Linden.
Then they lost by three points to
A.L. Johnson and played valiantly
in their state playoff match
against Voorhees. The Cougars
in fact, held a 12-point lead early
in the fourth quarter of that game.

“They held their leading scorer,
Erin Jones, to six points in the
first half,” said Dyer. “And even
though we were down in the last
few minutes, they never stopped
fighting and played hard to the
very end.”

With only Erin Meixner and Lisa
Silvestrini slated to graduate,

Cranford should not suffer for
lack of continuity heading into
next season. Junior guard

Lyndsay Pace was the team’s
leading scorer this year (297

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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points 12.9 ppg). Perhaps most
encouraging of all was that Pace
really surged towards the end of
the season. In her final four
games, Pace scored 97 points for
an average of 24.3 per game.
Pace also had 44 steals during
the season. This included a sea-
son high 31 points scored against

A.L. Johnson. Look for big things
from Pace as a senior.

Cerys MacLelland is another
player to watch. MacLelland had
264 points (11.0 pppg) and added
148 rebounds, including 12 in a
game on February 17 against
Summit. Freshman Camryn
Wichelns also proved to be a

capable scorer by posting a ca-
reer high 23 points on January
10 against Plainfield.

Frontcourt player Isabella Speer
averaged 5.2 ppg and 5.5 re-
bounds and only figures to get
better next season. Sarah Ross
drained 26 three-point baskets
this season, second only to Pace
(28). Several of Ross’s shots
came from well beyond the three-
point line earning her a rep as a
true long-range bomber.

Also figuring to return are
Katarina Polyviou, Julia Schork
and Maya Lawler. With all of these
girls having seen significant play-
ing time this year there should
be no learning curve next sea-
son.

“I am extremely excited for
next season,” said Dyer in her
eighth season at the helm of the
Cranford program. “This was a
growing year for us. We improved
and learned a lot. I have a lot of
talented juniors, talented JV play-
ers who will be moving up and a
really great incoming freshman
class. We will definitely be in the
running for a few championships

next season.”
The Cougars will likely benefit

from a healthy dose of new talent
to go along with the returning
core of experienced players next
year as well. The Cranford JV
team had great success this year
and will definitely play a role in
next season’s varsity fortunes.

“Our JV team did an amazing
job this year,” said Dyer. “After
starting off slow, they worked
hard, improved tremendously
and made it to the county fi-
nals. They lost by two to
Westfield. They were the 12th
seed and Westfield was the sec-
ond seed.”
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Westfield Lady Blue Devils’ Very Tough Basketball Schedule This Season Paid Off
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* Westfield Blue Devil Wrestlers Matured, Had Key Victories Down the Stretch *
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* Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raider Boys Faced Tall Order During Hoops Season *
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Garwood Planning Bd. Postpones
Vote on Townhouse Development

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The planning
board has postponed a vote to
memorialize its decision to grant
final site plan approval for a nine-
townhouse development off
Fourth Avenue. The delay was a
result of an unclear motion and
several typographical errors in
the resolution.

Board Attorney Donald Fraser
explained at the March 11 meet-
ing that while the application by
Angela and Sandro Villaraut
sought preliminary and final site
plan approval, several changes
to the blueprints were mandated
by board members, such as re-
placing the garbage area with a
gazebo and shortening second-
story terraces to remain within
setback requirements.

When the motion was put forth
for a vote at the board’s January
28 meeting, it was merely for
“site plan approval” with no stipu-
lation for preliminary or final ap-
proval.

Therefore when Mr. Fraser
drafted the resolution, he stated
it was for preliminary approval.

“I wasn’t going to make that
decision on a matter of such
public interest,” Mr. Fraser told
the board.

The project already is the sub-

ject of a lawsuit by four Garwood
residents, including a sitting
member of the planning board,
Bruce Paterson, and Westfield
Leader Publisher Horace Corbin
and his brother, David Corbin.
The plaintiffs are disputing the
board’s decision last year to grant
a variance that allowed the
Villarauts to proceed with the
project despite the area being
zoned for three single-family
homes.

Mr. Fraser said he expects a
schedule for legal briefs in the
case to be filed by next week.

The January 28 meeting drew a
capacity crowd at Borough Hall,
with more than a dozen resi-
dents from both Garwood and
neighboring Cranford voicing
opposition.

But each of the six members
who voted to approve the site
plan — Kathleen Villaggio,
Michael Vena, Gene Jannotti, Pat
Quattrocchi, Craig McCarrick and
Paul Tarantino — said they un-
derstood they were voting on the
final plan and that the Villarauts
would not have to appear before
the board again.

Since the resolution needed to
be modified to include both pre-
liminary and final site plan ap-
proval, and also be corrected for
errors such as indicating in one
place in the document that the
complex would have four three-
bedroom units and five two-bed-
room units – and the reverse in
another place — the board mem-
bers decided to wait until its
Wednesday, March 25 meeting
to memorialize their decision.

Also at that meeting, the board
will offer its suggestions and
thoughts to the borough council
regarding drafted amendments
to the town’s ordinance regulat-
ing commercial signage, specifi-

cally portable – or sandwich board
– signs that are common along
the sidewalks of North and South
Avenues.

Since such signs currently are
not permissible – although clearly
exist — the measure would grant
them legal status with stipula-
tions, such as one per business,
type (A-frame and easel-type),
no more than 48 inches in height
and made of painted wood or
metal, heavy plastic and chalk or
dry easel board.

Members immediately began
to offer ideas until Mr. Fraser
reminded them that they had
until the next meeting on March
25 to consider the draft and put
forth their opinions.

In another matter, the board
was informed that former appli-
cant Sandra Sep, who was
granted a certificate of non-con-
formity in November to rebuild a
two-family home on Center
Street, had filed a “notice of claim”
– essentially a potential lawsuit –
regarding her property.

Ms. Sep identified nine current
members of the board, two
former members, former
Garwood Borough Council Presi-
dent and current member Ann
Tarantino, Zoning Code Official
Victor Vinegra, the borough and
police department as potential
defendants, but did not name
the planning board as a group.

The notice says that Ms. Sep,
who is a resident of Clark, was
“discriminated against” and “ha-
rassed” in her pursuit to rebuild
at 304 Center Street after the
property was destroyed by fire in
November 2012.

Ms. Sep, who appeared before
the board several times, initially
sought to rebuild as a two-family
unit but was told by Mr. Vinegra

Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader
FINANCIAL TEAM…Garwood municipal auditors Bill Swisher, left, and
Warren Korecky, center, and Chief Financial Officer/Treasurer Sandy Bruns
answer questions from the Borough Council March 12 regarding this year's
proposed budget.

Garwood Teachers Protest
Delay on New Contract
By BRIAN TRUSDELL

Specially Written for the Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – About 15 to 20
teachers picketed outside the
Garwood school board’s regular
monthly meeting Tuesday and
disputed Board Attorney John
Geppert’s assessment of “sig-
nificant progress” being made in
negotiations toward a new con-
tract.

The colorful display, with many
teachers sporting red as they
have at board meetings for the
past several months, came as
the finance committee submit-
ted its preliminary budget, which
would raise taxes on the average
home in Garwood about $217.

Teachers paced back and forth

on the sidewalk at Lincoln School
before the meeting with signs
that read “Settle Now” and then
moved inside for a relatively brief
45-minute regular monthly gath-
ering.

Attorney Deborah Bracaglia
read a brief statement from Mr.
Geppert, who arrived at the meet-
ing late.

She quoted Mr. Geppert as say-
ing the “board’s committee was
very pleased with the significant
progress made between the
board and (teachers’ union) at
the February 19 mediation” ses-
sion.

“We are encouraged and look
forward to completing and final-
izing the negotiations at the final
mediation session scheduled for
March 31,” Ms. Bracaglia said in
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Garwood Council Working
To Reduce Budget Hike
By BRIAN TRUSDELL

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Borough
homeowners face an average $85
increase in taxes after borough
council members finished a first
round of wrangling over the mu-
nicipal budget, $11 less than ini-
tially proposal.

Council members at a special
March 12 meeting on the budget
whittled away at the finance
committee’s suggestion of a $7.8-
million spending plan, eliminat-
ing $21,000 after two-and-a-half
hours of dissecting the plan line
by line.

The budget has yet to be for-
mally introduced. The March 12
meeting was the first of two fo-
cused on the financial blueprint.
Another is scheduled for tonight,
Thursday, March 19.

The $85 hike is for a home

assessed at $100,000, said Bor-
ough Auditor Warren Korecky,
who, along with fellow auditor
Bill Swisher, Chief Financial Of-
ficer/Treasurer Sandy Bruns and
Borough Administrator Christina
Ariemma, assisted Financial
Committee Chairman Louis
Petruzzelli and committee mem-
bers Sara Todisco and Mike Mar-
tin in devising the budget.

The estimated increase in the
tax levy is more than double last
year’s $39, which had been the
smallest hike since 2002, the
last time there was no increase.

Mr. Petruzzelli blamed the steep
rise on two major factors: an
$86,000 jump – or 16 percent –
in the assessment from the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Author-
ity (RVSA), and a $37,000 bill to
replace the roof on Borough Hall.

HAPPY CHINESE NEW YEAR... A ribbon-cutting and Chinese New Year
Celebration was recently held at the Spring Academy in Garwood.  Children of the
school are shown here performing a Dragon Dance. Pictured, from left to right,
are:  Carol Kearney, Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce (GWACC);
Garwood Councilman Bill Niederstat; Jill Ji, Spring Academy owner; Garwood
Mayor Charles Lombardo and Councilwoman Sara Tedesco; Gene Jannotti,
GWACC executive director, and Chris Devine, GWACC chairman. that he could not issue the per-

mit because she did not have the
certificate of non-conformity for
a single-family zoned area be-
fore the fire. Despite opposition
by some on the board, she was
eventually granted the certifi-
cate and allowed to rebuild.

But because, she claims, that
process took two years, it re-
quired legal fees and other ex-
penses and deprived her of in-
come from the property “in ex-
cess of $100,000.”

In addition to Mr. Vinegra and
Mrs. Tarantino, Mrs. Quattrocchi,
who was mayor until December
31, was named along with cur-
rent planning board members
Mr. Paterson, Bill Nierstedt, Rob-
ert Scherer, Ms. Villaggio, Mr.
Janotti, Mr. Vena, Mr. McCarrick
and Board President Steve Greet.

Ileen Cuccaro and Al Del Conte,
who were board members until
December 31, also were named,
but the board as an entity was
not.

“The board has not been named
as an anticipated party, and we
believe any claim against the
board would be wrongful and
frivolous,” Mr. Fraser said.

reading the last of the state-
ment.

But teachers’ union Co-Presi-
dent Tamara Benc, during the
public comment portion of the
meeting, countered by reading a
three-and-a-half-minute state-
ment of her own.

“A second mediation date has
been set because, sadly, very
little has changed since our ini-
tial meeting,” Ms. Benc said in
reference to the year-long talks.
“It is difficult for us to remain
positive when the progress
made over the last year is neg-
ligible; not significant, but neg-
ligible.”

Approached after the meeting,

Mr. Geppert said, “Our state-
ment stands. We’re optimistic
we’ll resolve something.”

He said if no agreement is
reached at the March 31 media-
tion, standard practices would
include another mediation ses-
sion or fact-finding, when a new
state-appointed mediator hears
both sides and issues a non-
binding report to both sides.

A final step would be “super
conciliation” – more intense ne-
gotiations when the mediator
can order round-the-clock talks.

The teachers, whose three-
year contract expired June 30,
declared an impasse in the talks
in October over salary and other

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

GARWOOD
Wednesday, February 25, Julia

Michael, 21, of Cranford was ar-
rested and charged with driving
while intoxicated (DWI) follow-
ing a motor vehicle accident.
Michael also was charged with
aggravated assault after alleg-
edly punching and kicking offic-
ers as she was being taken into
custody.

Tuesday, March 3, Beth Max-
well, 31, of Sanford, Fla. was
arrested and charged with pos-
session of heroin, paraphernalia,
hypodermic needles and being a
fugitive from Florida after police
received a report concerning a
suspicious individual. Bail was
set at $15,000 and Maxwell was
transported to the Union County
jail.

Thursday, March 12, Jonathan
Bebide, 21, of Garwood and Jef-
frey Grace, 21, of Livingston were
arrested following a motor ve-
hicle stop. Both suspects were
charged with possession of un-
der 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana and paraphernalia. Bebide
also was found to have an active
criminal warrant.

Garwood Teachers Protest Delay on New Contract
issues, sending negotiations to
a mediator for the third straight
cycle. Teachers in New Jersey
are prohibited from striking and
the terms of the old contract
remain in force until a new one
is reached.

The preliminary budget of
$8,648,858 for the 2015-2016
year was introduced and ap-
proved so that it could be sub-
mitted to the Union County ex-
ecutive superintendent for ap-
proval.

If the county okays the spend-
ing plan, it is to be presented
formally at a meeting of the board
on Wednesday, April 29.

The budget represents a
$123,321 increase over the cur-
rent year and the tax levy is set
to increase $272,706, which
translates into $217 more than
last year per home assessed at
$100,000, Board Administrator
Eric Larson said.

That would be in addition to an
approximate $85 jump the bor-
ough council discussed at its
meeting a week ago. Last year,
the school board’s budget
pushed up taxes about $130 per
home.

In other action, the board ap-
proved next year’s school cal-
endar, which will see students
begin school on September 10,
break for Christmas beginning
December 24 and return Janu-
ary 4, have spring break from
March 25 to April 1, and finish
the year on June 21. The calen-
dar includes three snow days.

Additionally, Board President
Christine Guerriero announced
that speech-language therapist
and part-time teacher’s aide
Tara Ridente has been selected
as “Educator of the Year” by a
committee of teachers, admin-
istrators, PTA and board mem-
bers. She is scheduled to be
honored at the Education Foun-
dation of Garwood’s annual din-
ner on Thursday, April 23.

GW Postpones Vote
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Mr. Choroszewski to Speak
About Hollywood Romances
GARWOOD — The Garwood

Public Library will spotlight leg-
ends of Hollywood and their se-
cret and not-so-secret love lives
during a program on Thursday,
April 16, at 7 p.m. New Jersey
photographer and historian
Walter Choroszewski will be the
presenter.

“Mr. C” will guide his audience
to the roots of American cinema,
from the silent-screen era
through Hollywood’s Golden Age,
as he reviews some of the best
romantic movies ever made with
stories of on-screen celebrity
couples and their off-screen love
lives. He will showcase some of
Hollywood’s longest successful
marriages and contrast these
with some of the shortest and
most unusual romances.

Mr. Choroszewski has been a
leading advocate of Jersey pride
since 1980, when he was com-
missioned to photograph the
state for a book project, “New
Jersey: A Scenic Discovery,”
which launched his photographic
career and link to the Garden
State. He has since published 18
photographic books.

His book “New Jersey: A Photo-
graphic Celebration” was selected

for the Official New Jersey 350th
celebration in “101 Great New
Jersey Book List” under art and
poetry.

Mr. Choroszewski’s photo-
graphs were the inspiration for
creating the iconic state tourism
campaign “New Jersey & You:
Perfect Together!”

For more than 30 years, Mr.
Choroszewski also has promoted
New Jersey through his public
speaking and popular school pro-
grams. “New Jersey Celebrate
Your State” and “Timeline New
Jersey” received an Award of
Recognition from the New Jersey
Historical Commission in 2011.

The Garwood Public Library is
located behind the Lincoln School
complex at the corner of Walnut
Street and Third Avenue. Busi-
ness hours are 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.,
Monday through Thursday; 9
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on Fridays,
and 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Satur-
days.

Registration for this event can
be done in person at the library;
by calling (908) 789-1670, or
online through the library’s in-
teractive calendar found on its
website, youseemore.com/
garwood.

GARWOOD — Fourteen Young
Entrepreneurs Academy (YEA!)
students from the Greater
Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce (GWACC) are among more
than 8,000 students grades 6
through 12 across 38 states who
will benefit from a new collabora-
tion between YEA!, the U.S.
Chamber of Commerce Founda-
tion and Sam’s Club, a member-
ship club serving the small busi-
ness community since 1983.

A $250,000 donation from Sam’s
Club fuels growth and support for
YEA!, an innovative national educa-
tional program that works to trans-
form middle and high school stu-
dents into confident entrepreneurs.

The GWACC students are in the
midst of a 30-week entrepreneur-
ship class to generate business
ideas, conduct market research,

write business plans, pitch to a
panel of investors, and launch
their own, legally-registered com-
panies. As a result of the sponsor-
ship, The YEA! Program can ex-
pect: Local Sam’s Club and cham-
ber leaders to serve on YEA!,
investor panels to judge student
business pitches and award start-
up funding, top entrepreneur stu-
dents to advance to a regional
competition and receive a $500
Sam’s Club shopping spree, in-
clusive of membership, and Sam’s
Club, chamber leaders to judge
the YEA!, select YEA! students to
pitch their business plan to Sam’s
Club buyers, learning to prepare
their business for retail and po-
tentially showcase their products
in select clubs and SamsClub.com.

 info@Westfieldareachamber.com
or www.GWACCNJ.com.

The $232,565 increase is 3.1
percent more than last year’s
$7.5-million municipal budget.
Led by Councilman Bill Nierstedt,
who questioned why many items
in the budget were increased
over last year’s levels despite
actual spending not reaching the
anticipated amount, the council
cut $5,000 from police overtime,
$2,000 from fuel, $2,000 from
street lighting, $1,000 from tele-
phone service and another
$1,000 from utilities.

“A thousand here, a thousand
there, it does add up,” Mr.
Nierstedt said.

Additionally, $10,000 for fenc-
ing at the athletic field complex
was applied to a requirement for
a necessary matching grant pay-
ment, eliminating the need to
duplicate that expenditure.

Surprisingly, Mr. Nierstedt, an
outspoken environmental advo-
cate, wanted to eliminate the
entire proposed $6,000 increase
in the shade tree budget. The
borough spent only $18,000 of
last year’s proposed $19,500.

“I wouldn’t increase it,” he said.
“It’s just too much. It’s just too
much.”

But he faced opposition from
nearly everybody else, including
self-proclaimed budget hawk Jim
Mathieu, who said he saw it as an
infrastructure concern similar to
a road that needs upgrading.

“I just think deferring it is cre-
ating a bigger problem,” he said.
“I’m leaning toward an increase.”

The budget calls for a 1.75-
percent wage increase for the
four non-union but state “pro-
tected” town employees at Bor-
ough Hall and a 1-percent in-
crease for the remaining non-
union unprotected workers.

Mr. Petruzzelli’s panel also cre-
ated a new line item for the
athletic field, or the Recreation
and Sports Complex, allocating
$19,516, half of which, he said,
was culled from other lines in last
year’s budget. Citing discussions

with two interested parties, Ms.
Todisco said she expected that
approximately $10,000 or more
will be accounted for in revenue
from renting the facility to other
towns, groups or individuals.

While Mr. Petruzzelli pointed to
the RVSA assessment and the
Borough Hall roof as big ex-
penses, it was revealed under
questioning from Mr. Mathieu that
debt service increased to
$332,940, a nearly $34,000 jump
and the third largest hike in the
budget.

Those three items accounted
for nearly half of the originally
proposed $253,565 increase in
the $7.792-million budget over
2014. It was more than half of
the adjusted $232,565 in the
revised $7.771-million plan.

Mr. Nierstedt began asking
about the revenue side of the
budget. Ms. Ariemma mentioned
how possibly a few thousand
dollars could be generated by
raising the liquor licensing fees,
but that was tabled until the next
budget hearing.

Adult Learn-To-Swim Set
April 11 at Cranford Pool

CRANFORD — For the second
year in a row, April has been
declared “Adult Learn-To-Swim
Month” by the Swimming Saves
Lives Foundation, the charitable
arm of U. S. Masters Swimming.

The Cranford Pool and Fitness
Center and Cranford Masters
Swimming are supporting this
event by offering an adult Learn-
To-Swim Fest on Saturday, April
11, from 6 to 8 p.m.

This event will be free to any-
one age 18 and older who wants
to learn to swim, or to swim
better. Customized instruction
will be conducted by experienced
and certified facility instructors.
For those seeking to get more
out of their laps or improve their
technique, or thinking about try-
ing a triathlon or an open-water
swim, Cranford Masters mem-
bers and coaches will be on hand
to help participants through a
basic workout.

U. S. Masters Swimming is an
adult-oriented, national organi-

zation encompassing all levels of
swimmers from beginner to na-
tional competitor, from fitness
swimmer to open-water swim-
mer. The Swimming Saves Lives
Foundation helps fund and pro-
mote adult learn-to-swim pro-
grams throughout the country.
Its mission is to reduce the num-
ber of drowning incidences and
introduce the physical and emo-
tional benefits of swimming to
adults who may not otherwise
have the opportunity.

The Cranford Indoor Pool con-
ducts regularly scheduled adult
lessons on Wednesday evenings,
from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m., for both
members and non-members. To
register, call the pool at (908)
709-7260. Registration for the
Learn-To-Swim Fest is helpful,
but not required. Drop-ins will be
welcome. For information on
Masters Swimming or the Fest,
call (908) 709-7260, extension
no. 2300, for a manager, or ex-
tension no. 2307 for Sally.

Garwood Council Working to Reduce Budget Hike

Chamber Aids Young Entrepreneurs
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