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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Twenty four of New Jersey’s
best wrestlers in each of the 14
weight classes clashed in the
NJSIAA Wrestling Championship
held at Boardwalk Hall in Atlantic
City on March 6 through March 8
but only one in each class would
stand on the top podium. How-
ever two Cranford High School
wrestlers managed to finish in
the top-8 in their weight class.

Cougar senior Gavin Murray,
who placed second last year at

SPF RAIDER MIRABELLA, CRANFORD COUGARS DiGIOVANNI, SCORESE WIN MATCHES

Murray Gets 5th, Cappello 7th At NJSIAA Mat Tournament
145-lbs, began his quest for the
152-lb title with a 3-0 decision
over a rather reluctant Andrew
Meyers (Toms River East). After
a scoreless first period, Murray
controlled Meyers from the top
during the entire second period
then added an escape and a
single-leg takedown in the third.
From the top position, Murray
attempted several turning ma-
neuvers, including stretch
hammerlocks and arm bar/tight
waist tilts, but Meyers success-
fully resisted.

“He was wrestling just not to

get turned,” Cougar Head Coach
Pat Gorman said. “Unfortunately,
Murray faced kids like that a lot
this year, but as this tournament
goes on, he will get more kids,
who will have more ambition to
beat him.”

Murray then advanced to the
quarterfinals with a 4-2 victory
over Shane Sosinsky (Northern
Highlands). Murray recorded a
single-leg back trip takedown and
a pair of escapes.

Next, Murray faced a familiar
foe in Brandon Kui (DePaul),
whom he beat last year in the
NJSIAA Tournament. Murray re-
corded an escape in the second
period then added a single-leg
takedown at the edge of the mat
to win 3-0 and to advance to the

semifinal round. In both bouts,
Murray’s dominance on top paid
off.

“Last year, I wrestled him on a
Friday night and I beat him 1-0.
Last time, I escaped and rode
him. This time I got a takedown.
Coach brought in one of his friends
who is tough top and bottom, so
I worked with him for the past
two weeks so I can ride them out
and turn him,” Murray said. “I
came here to win this tourna-
ment. It’s on my wall, it’s on my
phone, it’s everywhere. For the
past 12 years, I lived a lifestyle
to win.”

Murray’s quest for the title was
halted when he dropped an 8-6
decision to Sean Glasgow (Bound

Brook). In his first wrestleback,
he was defeated, 10-6, by Matt
Wilhelm (Southern Regional),
who would eventually place third.
Murray recovered to claim a 2-1
decision over Jake Maxwell
(Buena) to place fifth.

Cougar junior Niko Cappello be-
gan his second appearance in
Atlantic City after receiving a
first round bye at 182-lbs. He
then faced Chris Morgan (West
Orange) but came up short, 7-4,
to be cast into the wrestlebacks.
His first bout was against
Plainfield’s Rohan Phillip, whom
he beat twice before by close
margins. Cappello scored a low
double-leg takedown at the end
of the first period, escaped and
added a single-leg lift and trip
takedown in the second to record
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a 5-1 decision.
“I was more nervous that match

than any other match, because
he knows me. He knows what I
work upon. I said, ‘OK! I got to
beat him again.’ I had to rush it
to keep him close, so he couldn’t
get space and spin around be-
hind me like he did in the re-
gions,” Cappello said.

In the region finals the week
before, Cappello was unable to
work his favorite single-leg trip
takedown but this time it worked.
“I couldn’t get it in the finals then
when we were warming up, I said
to my coach, ‘how do I get the
takedown?’ He said, ‘don’t be
afraid to jack it up.’ So that’s
what I did.”

Cappello then defeated Eti-ini
Udott (Piscataway), 3-1, and Ja-
son Martinak (Haddon Township),
5-3. After dropping a 7-0 deci-
sion to Nick DePalma (DePaul),
Cappello made it to the podium
to place seventh after receiving a
forfeit.

Raider Alex Mirabella began his
Atlantic City experience with a
bang when after trailing 1-0 to

Kolin Roberts (Mainland), he at-
tempted several shoulder rolls
then finally caught him out of
position and clamped in 4:32
with a headlock at 195-lbs.

“It’s so funny! You practice stuff
over and over again and the junky
stuff is what will help you out
sometimes. Everything just took
over and I went for it. The head
was right there. I knew it was a
little risky. I was bottom, down
one,” Mirabella said. “I figured if
I could get a roll, that would be
nice. If I could get a reversal, get
two points and try to ride him
out. Just try to win the match.”

Mirabella’s quarterfinal bout
with undefeated Tyree Sutton
(Keansburg) was not as fortu-
nate as he dropped a 12-1, ma-
jor decision. Sutton went on to
win the title with a 5-3, overtime
decision over Matt Correnti (Holy
Cross). Mirabella then lost, 8-4,
to Aaron Flitcroft (West Morris
Mendham) in the wrestlebacks.

In a wild pre-preliminary bout
at 138-lbs, Raider JT Beirne’s 5-
2 lead over Dylan James
(Robbinsville) dissolved in the

third period when James recorded
an escape, a takedown and a
three-point nearfall to win, 10-8.
Beirne was unable to compete in
the wrestlebacks due to an in-
jury.

Cougar Tom DiGiovanni worked
tight waist tilts and a power half
and added three takedowns to

claim an 11-0, major decision
over Devin Garrido (North
Bergen) in his first bout at 120-
lbs.

“He had a great year. He’s been
down here before. It’s getting
that first win. It’s one win at a
time. Don’t look ahead. Don’t
over think it. It’s just another

tournament. He was very com-
posed,” Coach Gorman said.

DiGiovanni then had the op-
portunity to wrestle the best when
he faced top-seeded Nick Suriano
(Bergen Catholic), who is also
ranked second in the nation.
Suriano, who moved on to win
the title, converted a double-leg
takedown to a half nelson/stack
pin in 26 seconds. DiGiovanni
then lost to Dylan Luciano (West
Morris Central) in the
wrestlebacks.

Cougar Chris Scorese lost a 7-
5, overtime decision in his first
bout with Avery Shay (Don Bosco)
to be cast into the 126-lb
wrestlebacks.

“Scorese fought a great match
against a tough opponent. The
kid was a little longer than
Scorese. Both of their styles are
about the same. But he’s the
kind of kid, who can bounce right
back. He’s very mentally strong.
That’s already behind him,”
Coach Gorman said.

Scorese did bounce back to
record a takedown, a pair of tilts

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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and a reversal to earn an 8-2
decision over another snaky com-
petitor in Pedro Hernandez
(Rancocas Valley).

“Yesterday I was wrestling a
little sloppy. It was my first day
here. Today I cleaned it up and
instead of being in overtime, I
won by six points,” Scorese said.

Hernandez did attempt and
nearly got a dangerous splaedle
maneuver, but Scorese popped
his head out of danger to get a
reversal.

“It was stay and be flexible. I
had my head caught but got my
way out of it, because I am so
flexible,” Scorese explained.

Hernandez also attempted to
crunch Scorese with a despera-
tion cement mixer move but
failed.

“He tried to throw me again.
That’s what happened to me yes-
terday, but I fixed my mistake,”
Scorese said. “I am looking for-
ward to the next one. At least, I

got a win down here.”
Scorese’s next bout resulted in

a 13-5 setback to Kareem Askew
(Clifton).

Wrestling for St. Peter’s Prep,
Cranford’s Connor Burkert placed
second at 138-lbs. Wrestling for
St. Joseph Montvale, Westfield’s
Vin DiFilppo placed eighth at 160-

lbs. Summit’s Craig De La Cruz
placed second at 132-lbs.

CHAMPIONSHIPS:
106: — Gerard Angelo (Hanover Park)
d Pat Glory (Delbarton), 4-3
113: — Brandon Cray (Hamilton East)
d Gianni Ghione (Brick Memorial), 3-1
120: — Nick Suriano (Bergen Catholic)
d Ty Agaisse (Delbarton), 5-2
126: — Pat D’Arcy (Holy Spirit) d
Anthony Cefalo (Hanover Park), 4-1
132: — Shane Griffith (Bergen Cath) d
Craig De La Cruz (Summit), 4-3
138: — Kyle Bierdumpfel (Don Bosco)
d Connor Burkert (St. Peters Prep), 8-2
145: — Alec Donovan (Brick Mem) d
Steve Glasgow (Bound Brook), 1-0
152: — Joe Tavoso (Delbarton) d Sean
Glasgow (Bound Brk), 6-4 OT
160: — Dave McFadden (DePaul) d
Cliff Ruggiero (Brick Mem), 7-2
170: — Joe Grello (Bergen Cath) d
Josh Ugaldi (Bound Brk), 6-2
182: — Kevin Mulligan (Bergen Cath) d
CJ LaFragola (St. Joe Hammonton), 5-1
195: — Tyree Sutton (Keansburg) d
Matt Correnti (Holy Cross), 5-3 OT
220: — Christian Colucci (St. Pete Prep)
d Marc McDonald (West Essex), 3-0
Hwt: — Zack Chakonis (Don Bosco) d
Nick Rivera (Brick Mem), 5-1

Probitas Verus Honos
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By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township
committee discussed its 2015
budget Monday at its workshop
meeting. The budget at this
stage, before the expense of
additional departmental staff,
would have an increase of .85
percent over last year, Mayor
Andis Kalnins said.

During the budget review pro-
cess that has occurred in recent
weeks, the fire department has
requested to increase its man-
power by three — by adding a
deputy chief and two firefighters.
It also requested to reinstate an
administrative officer position.
Some committee members
showed concerns of costs and
the necessity of the administra-
tive position.

The police department re-
quested two additional officers
and an additional full-time park-
ing enforcement officer. The com-
mittee voiced agreement with
one additional police officer and
an additional part-time parking
enforcement officer. Committee
member Tom Hannen, Jr. dis-
agreed with a part-timer.

It was also discussed to hire a
full-time maintenance person in
the Department of Public Works
that would be shared with the
Downtown Management Corpo-
ration.

Township Engineer Carl O’Brien,
during his engineering report,
voiced his disapproval with a
pervious pavement application
regarding the municipal building’s
parking lot or a stormwater de-
tention basin. The parking lot is
to be milled and paved. The lot
has experienced flooding prob-
lems due to the proximity to the
Rahway River.

Commissioner Hannen dis-

agreed and said he believes there
should be further evaluation for
stormwater management at the
parking lot.

“It would require a full redesign
of everything,” Mr. O’Brien said.

Mr. O’Brien also said pervious
asphalt would be too costly and if
it was salted during snow and ice
conditions that it would clog the
surface, rendering it useless.

One of the 2015 goals of the
environmental commission is to
increase pervious surfaces in the
township, Nelson Ditmar, chair-
man of the environmental com-
mission, said in his report. “I
urge you to see what you can do
with that,” he said.

The idea of increasing the hours
of engineering services to the
township was brought up again.
Right now the engineer is hired
as a consultant who works 12
hours a week in the township
municipal building.

“I think a resident should be
able to walk in anytime and have
access to engineering staff,”
Commissioner Hannen said.

“I think we established that the
number of people walking in are
minimal; that it may be a luxury
[where] we could save some
money,” Deputy Mayor Lisa
Adubato said.

The flood advisory committee
recently heard a presentation by

Hatch Mott McDonald (HMM) on
Phase 2B, which ties the storm
drains into the Riverside Drive
pump station, and Phase 5 for
the Northeast Quadrant
Stormwater Management
Project, Mr. Hannen reported
during committee reports. The
committee, he said, recom-
mended going forward with hav-
ing designs drafted and an up-
dated estimate.

Phase 5 provides for additional
interior drainage improvements
along the west side of the Rahway
River. The drainage improve-
ments are to include a stormwater
pumping station, express sewer
system, and collector storm
sewer system, according to the
HMM website.

The township retained HMM to
develop a comprehensive plan
for improvements to reduce the
frequency of flooding in the north-
east quadrant of the township,
according to HMM’s website.

The cost estimate for Phase 2B
and Phase 5 are between $10
and $12 million, Township Ad-
ministrator Terence Wall said last
month.

Planner Paul Ricci presented a
draft tree ordinance for residen-
tial property to the committee.
Committee members agreed the
ordinance had many holes in it
and that it needed to be further
evaluated and vetted amongst
the committee. The committee
also has yet to determine the
goal of having a tree ordinance.

“The objection we are hearing
is, who are we to tell people what
they can and cannot do on their
property?” Commissioner Rob-
ert D’Ambola said.

The committee is focused on
preserving trees in the township
and preventing clear cutting, Mr.
D’Ambola said.

GW Council Considers
Parking Permit Expansion

By BRIAN TRUSDELL

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Borough council
members on Tuesday received
their first look at an amendment
to the borough’s parking ordi-
nance that would expand resi-
dential preferential permit zones
from Anchor Place, Myrtle Av-
enue and Willow Avenue to 10
other streets on both the north
and south sides of town.

It also would expand the hours
that limit two-hour parking on
the 13 streets from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. to 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

The draft of the ordinance was
one of three that council mem-
bers received weeks in advance
of their official introduction, a
procedural change adopted last
month to give officials an oppor-

tunity to review and suggest
changes.

The council also was presented
with soon-to-be proposed mea-
sures that would create positions
for a deputy borough adminis-
trator and director of aging.

In an effort to discourage out-
of-town commuters who take the
bus or train into Newark or New
York from parking on residential
streets, the amended ordinance
would greatly expand the two-
hour limit permit areas, Parking
Committee Chairwoman Ann
Tarantino said.

Residents would be exempt but
would need to obtain a free decal
from the police department.

Currently, two-hour parking is
enforced on Anchor Place be-
tween North and Second Av-

NEWLY OPENED... Gala Hair Artistry has opened at 107 Center Street in
Garwood. Pictured at the grand opening, from left to right, are: Carol Kearney,
Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce (GWACC); Justin and Mariline
Rosario, owners; Tim York, GWACC; Bill Niederstat, Garwood councilman;
Garwood Mayor Charles Lombardo, cutting the ribbon with Ms. Rosario;
Patrick Cicala, GWACC; Mike Martin, Garwood councilman, and Gene Jannotti,
executive director, GWACC.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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By THOMAS VAN DUYNE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — The board of edu-
cation met Monday night to go
over the preliminary budget for
the 2015-2016 school year. Most
areas of the budget were pro-
jected flat over last year. How-

ever, the general tax rate is pro-
posed to increase by 1.7 per-
cent.

Partially this has to do with a
general increase in costs of pro-
grams and salaries. The size of
the student population is not a
factor in this budget; in fact there
is a projected decrease of 49
students in grades K to 8. Busi-
ness Administrator Robert
Carfango said a study would have
to be done in the future to map
projections and see if the
Cranford School District will be
down in enrollment.

Instead, the money raised by
the tax revenue that is not being
put into already existing opera-
tional costs will be put into a
surplus, or an emergency re-
serve fund. Mr. Carfango noted
that currently, Cranford has about
$200,000 in surplus money or
“less than one–half percent,” as
he explained it to the board. He
said many districts of compara-
tive size keep around “one to one
and one-half percent of their
budget” as a surplus in case of an
emergency.

He said the preliminary budget
has $25,000 marked for repairs
spread across the eight buildings
as routine fixes, but a larger
surplus could be used in the event
of unforeseen repairs. Board

BOE Proposes 1.7 Percent
Tax Hike in School Budget

Barbara Krause, a member of
the tree advisory committee, said
the ordinance draft presented
was similar to Summit’s tree or-
dinance, which the tree advisory
committee concluded was an or-
dinance it would recommend.

“It is a middle ground,” she
said of the ordinance in compari-
son to other municipalities’ ordi-
nances that were either too re-
strictive or not effective. She said
after Superstorm Sandy took
down trees, property owners
have become in fear of trees
falling on their homes. “There is
a culture of, ‘I don’t want any
trees’,” she said.

Mr. D’Ambola discussed again
his proposal for introducing a
new ordinance that would pro-
hibit cars from being parked on
the street when the roads are
snow covered to allow for the
plow trucks to clear the road-
ways. Commissioner Adubato
said she thought it could be a
“hardship” to some residents who
have nowhere to park off-street.
Mr. D’Ambola suggested allocat-
ing certain lots in the township
for residents who do not have
driveways or enough space in
the driveway for multiple cars.

enues, the 200 to 400 blocks of
Myrtle, and the 200 to 400 blocks
of Willow.

The new regulations would add
the 100 to 300 blocks of Cedar
Street, the 200 to 300 blocks of
Center, the 100 to 300 blocks of
East, the 100 to 300 blocks of
North Maple, the 100 to 300
blocks of North Oak, Second and
Third Avenues from the Cranford
border to North Maple, the 100
to 300 blocks of South Oak, and
the 200 to 300 blocks of West
and Winslow Place between North
and Second.

The deputy borough

administrator’s position is being
put forth, at a salary of $4,500
per year, to essentially create a
backup in case of emergency,
Councilwoman Sara Todisco said.

“Our rationale was that there is
a potential real issue, if some-
thing were to happen to the bor-
ough administrator, that there is
really, possibly no one to carry
out those duties...to make sure
we have someone in place that’s
trained that can handle the types
of things, if there were an emer-
gency that were to occur, if the
Family Leave Act were to be
used,” Ms. Todisco said.

Although theoretically some-
one from outside the borough
could be hired in a part-time
capacity for the position, Ms.
Todisco said the compensation
was so low that it likely would be
someone already working for the
borough who would be desig-
nated to learn the job responsi-
bilities.

In other developments, council
members were informed by
Greater Westfield Area Chamber
of Commerce (GWACC) repre-
sentative Carol Kearney that the
chamber has scheduled the sec-
ond annual Garwood Rocks street
fair for Sunday, June 7. Already
the GWACC has confirmed 40
vendors and nine food conces-
sionaires.

The chamber is looking to ex-
pand the areas of display for
antique and specialty cars on
Center Street to Unami Park. Ms.
Kearney said the GWACC was
looking to change the layout of
the fair, especially how far east
and west it would allow vendors,
displays, etc., on side streets.

The chamber also hopes to add
a children’s obstacle course,
which would include a competi-
tion with elimination heats
throughout the day.

In action taken by the council,
the members unanimously ap-
proved a Wednesday, April 1 bond
sale to consolidate $2.7 million

in already existing debt. It also
voted to award a $19,667.50
contract to Edmunds and Associ-
ates of Northfield, N.J., to re-
place the borough’s accounting
software and an $11,800 con-
tract to Capital Fence of Linden
to install chain link fencing at
three locations where encroach-
ments by residential property
owners were identified.

Additionally, the governing
body approved Mayor Charles
Lombardo’s nomination of Ken
Capobianco, an 11-year Garwood
resident and Mountainside po-
lice officer, as the town’s director
of emergency management.

Finally, the council members
prepared to return tonight, Thurs-
day, March 12, for the unveiling
of the next fiscal year’s budget.
Tonight’s meeting will be the first
of two special meetings in eight
days where officials will discuss
the financial blueprint before it is
formally introduced. The second
meeting is scheduled for Thurs-
day, March 19, at Borough Hall.

CR Reviews Budget

GW Council Considers Parking Permit Expansion

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Bd. Concurs With Changes
In Cranford Ordinance

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — The planning
board last Wednesday at its work-
shop meeting reviewed a pro-
posed ordinance to modify the
maximum building coverage for
residential use, as well as con-
ducted an informal discussion of
further possible revisions to the
land development ordinance.

“The township had a presenta-
tion and we found it was very
thorough. We went and put this
ordinance for introduction and
now it is back at the planning
board for your official review.
Nothing has changed from what

we’ve seen before,” Mayor Andis
Kalnins said.

“I think it will make everybody
happy,” Zoning Officer Robert
Hudak said.

Mr. Hudak had made recom-
mendations last month to the
planning board to amend the
land development ordinance af-
ter finding that building cover-
age maximums that were re-
cently added to the ordinance
resulted in most of the homes in
Cranford being non-conforming
in building coverage. This would
mean any construction to a home
would need a variance sought
and would burden the taxpayer

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Correction
A February 26 Westfield Leader
story about the February 24
Garwood Borough Council
meeting reported that a pro-
posed bond sale would be for
the consolidation of about
$2.74 million in debt incurred
since 2004, including a
$342,615 for a dump truck.
The truck and other equipment
were purchased in 2004. An-
other dump truck and related
equipment were purchased in
2013 for $146,399.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe



BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-10  Thursday, March 12, 2015

goleader.com/ballyhoo

CRANFORD — Barry
O’Donovan, owner of Kilkenny
House Restaurant and Pub in
Cranford, will describe his
“Journey to America” when
members of the Wednesday
Morning Club gather at

Kilkenny’s on Wednesday,
March 18, at 1 p.m. Members
are asked to let Sue Scanlon
know if they will attend no later
than Monday, March 16.

Members of the club’s Litera-
ture Department will discuss
and review “Still Life with Bread
Crumbs” by Anna Quinlan when
they meet in the home of Helen
Rossler on Monday, March 23,
at 1 p.m.

Weather permitting, the next
business meeting will take place
on Wednesday, April 1, at 10
a.m. It will be held at the
Cranford Community Center,
located at 220 Walnut Avenue,
Cranford. Angela Adams of
Overlook Medical Center in
Summit will speak about “The
Challenge of Memory.” The
board will meet at 9:30 a.m.

The Wednesday Morning Club
is geared toward mature
women living in Union County
who have recently retired or
left the workplace and are seek-
ing new activities. Participants
get together several times a
month to exchange ideas and
explore areas of interest in the
arts, literature and public af-
fairs. For information and to
attend a meeting, call Diane
Hickey at (908) 272-8665.

CRANFORD
Saturday, February 28,

Agnieszka Gruchala, 22, of Lin-
den was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated
(DWI) following a motor vehicle
stop. She was processed and
released.

Sunday, March 1, Michael
Hennie, 28, of Roselle was ar-
rested and charged with DWI
following a motor vehicle stop.
He was processed and released.

Monday, March 2, Zachary
Zulick, 22, of Cranford was ar-
rested and charged with bur-
glary and criminal mischief in
connection with a 2012 com-
mercial burglary on Park Street.
On April 15, 2012 a business
leased to Sperry Marine was
entered forcibly through a bro-
ken window. In mid-February,
authorities were notified by the
Union County Prosecutor’s Of-
fice Forensic Laboratory of a
possible DNA match connecting
Zulick to a dried blood stain
located at that burglary site.
After re-opening the burglary
investigation and obtaining ad-
ditional corroborative evidence,
Detective Spencer Durkin ar-
rested Zulick at Cranford police
headquarters. Zulick was pro-
cessed and released pending an
appearance in Superior Court.

Wednesday, March 4, Thomas
Sinnott, 34, of Cranford was
arrested and charged with pos-
session of heroin and posses-
sion of paraphernalia following
a motor vehicle stop.

Wednesday, March 4, Jamil
Sanders, 20, of Linden was ar-
rested and charged with pos-
session of suspected marijuana
and paraphernalia following a
motor vehicle stop.

Thursday, March 5, Owen
Scott, 18, of Cranford was ar-
rested and charged with pos-
session of suspected marijuana
and paraphernalia following a
motor vehicle stop.

and the zoning board, Mr. Hudak
said.

The zoning officer’s analysis was
looked at “two ways,” Mr. Hudak
said. “I took minimum lot sizes
and did a setback analysis for
each zone. Then actual surveys of
(properties) proposed, approved
or to come in the near future and
came up with my recommended
numbers,” Mr. Hudak said.

“Based on what the maximum
footprint is on the theoretical, it
worked out to be pretty compa-
rable,” Mr. Hudak said.

The planning board unani-
mously agreed to recommend to
the township committee its con-
currence with the revisions of the
land development ordinance.

“We are not going to revise the
master plan,” Mayor Kalnins said.
“We will revise the ordinance.”

Next, the planning board be-
gan a review of a spreadsheet of
uses in the land development
ordinance as a way to remove
redundancies and combine cat-
egories that are like categories.

The Barker Lounge, located in
Roselle Park, is moving to the
Plymouth Printing building on
North Avenue East, Mr. Hudak
said as a side note during the
review of uses in the township.

During public comment, resi-
dent Frank Krause again dis-
cussed his disapproval of the
application presented by the de-
veloper of the Twin Oaks
Townhomes, in the R-5 zone, 1
Hale Street, that was approved
in 2006.

The application first went be-
fore the zoning board and was
denied, Board Scribe Ruthanne
Della Serra said as she reviewed
the records. The applicant then
revised its plans and went before
the planning board, Board Vice-
President Lynda Feder said.

“It reduced the density to con-
form with the ordinance,” Mr.
Hudak said of the amended ap-
plication that was submitted to
the planning board.

PSE&G will present an applica-
tion to the planning board on
Wednesday, March 18, at 8 p.m.
following a workshop meeting at
7:30 p.m.

member Camille Widdows also
noted that a surplus could be
needed should students move
into the district with special
needs.

A 1.7-percent increase would
cost about $88.95 per the aver-
age home assessed at $181,000,
according to a study provided by
the business administrator’s of-
fice. Mr. Carfango also said that
every $100,000 in spending
equates to about $5 per house-
hold. So, “while every dollar
counts,” he said, trying to make
a cut to the increase would not
save anyone a lot of money.

No new programs are being
added under this preliminary
budget, but all existing programs
will still have full funding. Projects
mentioned by the board that
would not see light this year
include the updating of science
labs and money for middle-school
sports.

The board made sure that it
was known nothing in the budget
was set in stone, but that a draft
was required to be submitted to
the Union County Executive
Superintendent’s office by Fri-
day, March 20. At this point New
Jersey state laws allow the county
superintendent, a state office, to
make any changes they see fit.

“They have the power of the
pen,” Mr. Carfango reminded the
board. “They can line item [veto]
anything they want.” The board

will hold a public presentation
and hearing on the budget on
Monday, April 27.

In addition to the budget dis-
cussion, there was an update
about the progress of the New
Jersey PARCC Test. Around 60
students have now opted out of
the test, primarily high- school
students. That number is less
than surrounding school districts,
according to Schools Superin-
tendent Gayle Carrick. School
districts must have 95 percent of
students participate in the test-
ing or else the district can face
penalties from the state includ-
ing refusal of state aid.

Ms. Carrick also noted the num-
bers fluctuate and several par-
ents who have opted their stu-
dents out have now changed their
minds and opted back in. In her
report to the board, she stated
that “students were not techno-
logically frustrated” and were re-
porting “the test as easier than
expected.”

Mary Vedetti, board president,
gave a legislative update and
told the board that she was un-
sure how current legislation
pending in the state Assembly,
including prohibition on testing
in kindergarten through second
grade and a three-year morato-
rium on the use of assessments
for various student advance-
ments, would affect the district
in the future.

BOE Proposes 1.7 % Tax Hike

Board Concurs With Changes

Probitas Verus Honos
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Kilkenny Owner to Share
His Journey With Club
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Handyman Program
Available to Seniors

CRANFORD — The Township of
Cranford sponsors a Handyman
Program for senior residents,
funded through a Community
Development Block Grant.

This program assists senior citi-
zens in the upkeep of their resi-
dences and allows them to live
comfortably in their own homes.
It is for Cranford residents who
are age 62 or older, who own
their home and who meet the
income requirements.

The service provides minor
household repairs to the seniors
and there is no cost for the labor.
The only expense to the seniors
would be for materials necessary
to do the repairs.

With spring on the way, the
handymen will be installing air
conditioners, checking fire alarm
and carbon monoxide batteries,
and turning on outside faucets.

A list of the services provided,
along with the application, is
available through the Cranford
Community Center office at 220
Walnut Avenue, Cranford. Any-
one with questions or comments
about the program may call the
Senior Citizen program coordi-
nator at (908) 709-7283.

Garwood Education Assoc.
Establishes Lincoln Locker
GARWOOD – The members of

the Garwood Education Associa-
tion (GEA) have been quite busy
since the start of the new school
year. The 37 members of the
organization have organized and
participated in several commu-
nity-service projects.

During the busy holiday sea-
son, association members orga-
nized a the collection of un-
wrapped toys from  fellow staff
members, parents, and students
for Toys for Tots to be distributed
to children in need. Likewise the
members personally donated
supplies for the PTA Winterfest,
an evening at school where
Garwood’s children created crafts
with their families.

In February, in conjunction with
the Lincoln School Student Coun-
cil, over 250 pairs of jeans were
collected for the national cam-
paign called Teens for Jeans. Gen-
tly used jeans were collected
throughout the month and were
then dropped at a local
Aéropostale store. Stores will
deliver the jeans to a nearby char-
ity or homeless shelter for teens
and children in need. GEA mem-
bers kickstarted the drive with a
donation of 68 pairs of jeans.

Currently, association members
are in the process of collecting
supplies to establish a Lincoln
Locker. The “locker” is an on-
going project that will contain
supplies to be used by students

of the school community. The
association has recognized that
there are students  that may not
have the means to purchase their
own school supplies.  The locker
would be available to them to
help keep them motivated and
prepared for school.

Whether teaching in the class-
room or participating in commu-
nity activities the members of
the Garwood Education Associa-
tion always have the children
and the community in the fore-
front of their minds and hearts.

County Announces Pothole
Repairs, Hotline Information
UNION COUNTY – Now that

milder weather is here, road
crews will be out in force to repair
the many potholes that cropped
up this winter.

County roads are identified by
their blue route signs, which in-
clude the letters “CR” followed
by a three-digit number. To re-
port a pothole or any other issue
with a county road, use an online
form available through the Union
County Department of Public
Works and Facilities Management
at ucnj.org. Persons without
Internet access can report pot-
holes on county roads by calling
(908) 789-3660.

For potholes on state highways,

call the New Jersey Department
of Transportation at 1-800-POT-
HOLE or use the online form at
nj.gov/transportation.

For local roads, contact the mu-
nicipality in which the road is
located. Website links for all 21
Union County municipalities are
available through the County
website, ucnj.org/municipalities.

To plan your commute around
major road projects that may
disrupt traffic patterns in Union
County, visit the “Road Construc-
tion Update” page at ucnj.org/
traffic.

For all mass transit informa-
tion, visit Union County
ConneXions at ucnj.org/connect.

DECA HONOREE...Gary Wagner, right, a 1974 graduate of Arthur L. Johnson
High School, receives an Outstanding Community Service plaque at the State
Distributive Education Clubs of America (DECA) Conference at the Crowne
Plaza Hotel in Cherry Hill on February 25. Mr. Wagner, of Parlin, was given this
award for judging DECA conferences on the Regional, State and National levels
for 40 years. Presenting the award is Jack Ford of Mountainside, who was Mr.
Wagner’s marketing teacher and DECA advisor. DECA members develop entre-
preneurial skills in the ownership, financing and managing of their own business.

Cranford HS Presents
Senior Fashion Show
CRANFORD – The Cranford High

School Class of 2015 will host
“Garden STate Exit 2015” Fash-
ion Show on Friday, March 20 at
7:30 p.m. in the Cranford High
School Auditorium located at 201
West End Place, Cranford.

Come see this season’s prom
dresses and tuxedos modeled by
Cranford High School Seniors
while enjoying the sights and
sounds of New Jersey.

Tickets are $10 each and can
be purchased in advance from a
participating Cranford High
School Senior or at the Cranford
High School library. Tickets will
be available the night of the
event at the auditorium box of-
fice.  Proceeds will benefit the
Cranford High School Project
Graduation.
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Cranford Hist. Soc.
To Honor Lenapes

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Historical Society will host
“Lenape Crafts, Stories and
Games” this Sunday, March 15,
from 2 to 4 p.m., at the Crane-
Phillips House Museum. The
museum is located at 124 North
Union Avenue, Cranford.

Visitors will learn about Na-
tive American traditions, as well
as such facts as how Native
Americans taught the colonists
how to make maple syrup and
maple candy, and what was the
Sugaring Off Season.

Admission will be free, but
limited seating is available. To
reserve a seat, call the Cranford
Historical Society’s office at
(908) 276-0082 or e-mail
cranfordhistoricalsociety@verizon.net.

Established in 1927, the
Cranford Historical Society, a
non-profit organization, is dedi-
cated to the preservation and
perpetuation of Cranford’s his-
tory. For more information, visit
the organization’s website,
cranfordhistoricalsociety.com.
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