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l'ennemi du journaliste

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

There would be no glorious end-
ing for the Cranford High School
boys basketball team on “Senior
Night”. The Cougars lost their
season finale, 58-50, to New
Providence on February 26 in a
game played at Martin Gymna-
sium in Cranford.

With seven graduating seniors
playing their final game before
the home crowd, the Cougars
stayed true to the form they have
displayed most of the season.
The Cougar boys fought hard,
played well for long stretches of
the game but could not over-

come an untimely dry spell that
ultimately proved to be their un-
doing.

“We didn’t play well in the third
quarter and I think that was what
did us in,” said senior Luke
Christiano. “It has been like that
most of the season for us. There
is always a valley in the game
where we don’t play well and that
pretty much does it.”

After a back and forth first half
that saw the teams go into the
break tied at 26-26, the Cougars
appeared to be in good shape.
But New Providence managed to
go on a 7-2 mini streak to open
the third quarter that helped them

grab a 33-28 lead. New Provi-
dence then finished out the final
minute of the third quarter by
outscoring the Cougars 5-0 on a
pair of inside baskets by Kevin
Haggerty and a free throw by
Bryan Joyce. These two mini
bursts were enough to give the
visiting Pioneers a 42-32 advan-
tage heading into the fourth quar-
ter. It also helped that Cranford
could only manage six points in
the third quarter.

“We settled for a lot of three
point shot attempts in that third
quarter and throughout the
game,” said senior Albert
Gargiulo. “Not many of them went
in. We needed to play better
tonight against New Providence
and we didn’t. I’m not sure why
we haven’t played more consis-
tently this year.”

New Providence (17-7) took
firm command of the game in the
first minute of the final quarter. A
three-point basket by Sean Cole
followed by a pair of free throws
from Joyce gave New Providence
a 47-32 lead with just under
seven minutes remaining. In the
span of just over two minutes,
Cranford had gone from being in
a nip and tuck battle to being on
the verge of getting blown out.

To their credit, the Cougars
mounted a small rally, spurred
on by a thunderous dunk from
senior James Kellet. The rim rat-
tling stuff came off of an alley oop
lob pass from fellow senior Steve
Wills with 5:52 to play that cut
the lead to 47-35. The crowd
pleasing play was part of a 9-1
burst that helped pull Cranford to
within hailing distance at 48-41
with 3:13 to play.

“We drew that play up in prac-
tice yesterday hoping to get a

KELLET SCORES 12 POINTS, CHRISTIANO PUTS IN 11 POINTS, REMLEY ROLLS IN 10 POINTS

Cougar Boys Fall to Pioneers On B-Ball ‘Sr. Night’, 58-50
chance to execute it in today’s
game,” said Kellet. “It was Senior
Night and we wanted to have
some fun out there on the court.”

The fun stopped there though
as New Providence once again
seized control of the game. The
visitors would connect on eight
of 10 free throws down the stretch
to eventually rebuild their lead to
11, at 56-45 with :32 to play. A
three point basket by Dante
Anderson with :22 remaining cut
the lead to 56-48 but two more
free throws by New Providence
sealed the game. Kellet man-
aged one more rim rattling dunk
as the clock expired to make the
final score 58-50.

Dylan Thomas led New Provi-
dence with 12 points and George

Daniel chipped in with 10 points
for the winners. Kellet scored 12
points. Christiano had 11 points
and Hunter Remley added 10
points to the Cougar cause.

Cranford saw seven seniors play
their last games this night. Steve
Wills, Luke Christiano, Kevin Trot-
ter, James Kellet, Albert Gargiulo,
Liam McKay and Dante Anderson
were honored in a pre-game cer-
emony at half court with their
parents by their sides.

“Our record this season wasn’t
very good,” said Christiano, who
will play football this September
for Lehigh. “But I had a lot of fun
playing with these guys. It was
never a bad experience.”
New Providence 13 13 16 16 58
Cranford 12 14   6 18 50

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FAN SUPPORT...The crowd shows up in support of the Cranford boys on Senior
Night. Included among those pictured, clockwise from lower left, are: Katarina
Polyviou, Lyndsay Pace, Isabella Speer and Julia Schork.

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BIG NIGHT ON “SENIOR NIGHT”...Cougar  James Kellett, center, scored 12
points, including a pair of slam dunks against the Pioneers on “Senior Night”.
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Cougar Cappello Captures 182-lb Crown at Region 3 Wrestling Tournament

Story on page 11

of The Westfield Leader
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Cougar Cappello Captures 182-lb Crown at Region 3 Wrestling Tournament

More on next page
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Lady Blue Devils Stun No. 7 Roselle Catholic Lions, 57-51, in UCT Semifinal



BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-6  Thursday, March 5, 2015

goleader.com/ballyhoo

New Providence Lady Pioneers Stop Raiders in Basketball Season Finale, 60-49
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Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader
NEWEST POLICE OFFICER…Valerio Zuena, left, is sworn in as the Garwood
Police Department's latest addition at the borough council’s February 24th
meeting by Mayor Charles Lombardo, center, as Mr. Zuena's wife, Pauline, and
eight-month old son, Lorenzo, look on.

Mind-Boggling That Union County
Gov. Puts Itself Above the Public

We, as the residents and tax-
payers of Union County, New
Jersey has finally seen proof that
our county government and its
related authorities are totally dis-
connected from having to an-
swer to the public. Instead it has
become a machine just to self-
enrich those “connected.” We can
comfortably now call it a criminal
enterprise. I attended the Febru-
ary 26th Freeholder meeting and
came away astounded.

Assemblywoman Linda
Stender, who thee weeks ago
was given a $90,000 low show
job at the county’s Union County
Improvement Authority, was one
topic of concern the residents
brought up. It appears that this
recent largess job that Stender
was given was in response to the
breaking news that she and her
husband has bullied and
scammed the charity Habitat for
Humanity to give them grants to
build their 2,000-sq.- ft. dream
house down the shore. Habitat
for humanity is a charity that
serves the homeless and low in-
come families, offering services
and grants to have a residence of
their own.

At the Freeholder meeting, sev-
eral members of the public
pointed this out and that Stender
should not be given the county
job. At the end, Freeholder Hudak
pointed out that this was just a
personal problem for Assembly-
woman Stender, as if alleged
misrepresentation and fraud to
gain public monies is just a minor
glitch in someone’s life.

Even more egregious, an issue
that I brought up at the last
Freeholder meeting was the Free-
holder Mirabella double job/
double dip issue. He is a sitting
Freeholder and was given, with-

out interview, the business
administrator’s job at Scotch
Plains municipal government. He
has zero experience regarding
the routine and daily operations
of a township and was selected
over 15 other applicants that
did. On top of that he was given
a $20,000 raise over the last BA
who had years of experience.

BTW, the newly appointed
Scotch Plains lawyer that “nego-
tiated” Mirabella’s contract and
much higher salary, had donated
$3,200 to Mirabella’s last Free-
holder campaign. The lawyer’s
law firm, Palumbo and Renaud,
does business with the county.
In late December, when first this

Local Letters to the Editor

Spring Registration Set For
Cranford Rec. Programs

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Recreation and Parks Department
has announced that registration
for Spring Programs (Session 3)
will begin on Monday, March 16.
Registration for Cranford resi-
dents only may be done in per-
son at the Cranford Community
Center, located at 220 Walnut
Avenue, or online. Most programs
will start the week of April 6.

Preschool and Kinder Programs
are as follows: All Sports for Kids,
Friday with My First Friends,
Mommy and Me Music, Preschool
Arts and Crafts, Science Matters,
Stretch-n-Grow, US Sports
classes, Kinder Yoga, Kinder Book
Club and Kinder Cooking and Arts
and Crafts.

Youth Programs include: Sci-
ence Matters, Beginner Quilting,
Mannerations-Social Etiquette,
Mannerations-Dining Program,

Astronomy Stargazers, Art Class,
Lights! Camera! Kids! Action!,
Elementary Cooking, Junior Rock-
Intro to Rock Instruments, Gui-
tar 101, Keyboard 101, Jr. Sci-
entists, Little Bakers Workshop,
Jewelry Design, Creative Art Lab
and Kid Safe Self Defense.

Adult Programs, for those age
18 and above, include: Beginner
Quilting, Piano (Beginners/Inter-
mediate), Body Barre, Yoga, As-
tronomy Stargazers, Tai Chi (Be-
ginner/Intermediate) and Pilates.

For more details on these pro-
grams, go to cranford.com/rec,
click on Information and click on
the brochure. Registration may
be done in person at the Com-
munity Center or online at
register.communitypass.net/
cranford. For further informa-
tion, call the recreation depart-
ment at (908) 709-7283.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
WELL DESERVED PRAISE…The Cranford Township Committee at its
official meeting on February 24th recognized the 37 years of service Fire Chief
Leonard Dolan, III, contributed to the Cranford Fire Department. Mayor Andis
Kalnins, left, read the resolution.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Library Invites Kids
To Make ArtBots

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Public Library invites children
ages 8 to 12 to make ArtBots on
Saturday, March 14, at 11 a.m.,
in the library’s Raddin Room.
This workshop is described as
perfect for beginners and will
provide an introduction to
simple circuits. Participants will
create and decorate a simple
robot that produces its own
squiggly art.

Registration is required and
space is limited. To register, call
the Cranford Public Library at
(908) 709-7272 or visit the li-
brary at 224 Walnut Avenue. For
a list of other upcoming pro-
grams, visit the library’s web
page at cranford.com and click
on the Children’s Department tab
near the top of the page.

Probitas Verus Honos
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Letters to
the Editor

Thank You for Toy
Drive Donations

On behalf of St. Joseph’s Social
Services Center, Sister Jacinta
Fernandes, and the children of
Elizabeth, the Garwood Knights
of Columbus (KOC) would like to
thank everyone for their dona-
tions to our annual Toy Drive.
Our thanks to the following people
for all their help and support. The
members of The Church of St.
Anne’s Rosary Society and their
President Christine Guerriero.
The friends and family members
from the Kenny Family Christ-
mas Party, Eastman Management
Corp. in Livingston, Managing
Partners, Michael and Peter
Schofel, especially Catherine
Mooney who arranged collection
boxes in five of their location;
including toy collections from her
co-workers at Eastman Manage-
ment and from the many tenants
in their building. MPE’s Student
Council from the Mt. Pleasant
Elementary School in Livingston,
and their School Counselor, Jen-
nifer Horwitz Kelner, who coordi-
nated collections from the stu-
dents, teachers, parents, and
staff. Ms. Mooney’s efforts re-
sulted in two carload of toys be-
ing donated.

Your donations were part of
254 large Hefty bags of toys
collected throughout Union
County for over 325 families in
need through St. Joseph’s Social
Services Center in Elizabeth. For
information on St. Joseph’s, visit
www.stjosephelizabeth.org.

Keith Gallagher
William Pevarnik
Robert Kenny, Jr.

Garwood KOC

issue of the double job arose, I
pointed out at a January Free-
holder meeting that this looks
like a serious conflict of interest.
Freeholder Estrada responded
that it wasn’t, even though he
has no legal expertise. This is on
public video of the meeting.

So in this last meeting’s public
comment portion, I queried
county counsel Robert Barry to
rule on the record that 1)
Mirabella’s double jobs are not a
conflict of interest and 2) Will
Mirabella in the capacity of Free-
holder be able to vote on the
county budget when it’s up for
the vote, since he would be vot-
ing on county funding and grants
for the Scotch Plains Township
operations and budget that he
also administers. If a freeholder
can’t vote on his own budget,
then he promptly shouldn’t be a
Freeholder.

Incredulous, he actually re-
sponded “no comment.” This is
all on public video. For a lawyer,
who is paid $164,000 as counsel
to serve the public in a legal
capacity, to avoid answering pub-
licly the questions that is of ma-
jor concern is just mind bog-
gling!

After the meeting was over and
everyone was leaving, regretfully,
I loudly called him a coward, and
he slinked away. However, as a
resident and taxpayer, Counsel
Barry deserved it for what he did
in public. On top of that, after the
meeting, Freeholder Mirabella, ar-
rogantly needled me on my grave
concerns.

My guess is that as long as the
county counsel doesn’t have to
do his job and rule on the con-
flict, then Mirabella can go mer-
rily along with his double job. For
Counsel Barry’s malfeasance,
who would have to push for
Barry’s disbarment? Why, one of
them would be Freeholder
Mirabella, right?

Sal Caruana, ex-Westfield

councilman’s editorial in the Feb.
26, 2015 edition of The Westfield
Leader calling Union County gov-
ernment a “pig trough” and “cess-
pool” with a “stench” is apropos.
And so the public is ignored, and
the Union County government
cesspool lives on.

Bruce Patteron
Garwood

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Public Library has announced
upcoming events, beginning on
Saturday, March 14, when local
author Eric Nierstedt will visit
the library at 11 a.m. to discuss
and autograph his latest book,
“The Equites.” A continuation of
“The Lightrider Journals,” it
chronicles the adventures of Joe
Hashimoto and his hardy band
of followers as they track down
and fight evil in the world. Light
refreshments will be provided.

Professional organizer Jamie
Novak will be at the library on
Thursday, March 19, at 7 p.m.
Her topic will be “Keep This,
Toss That.” Registration is re-
quired and may be done in per-
son at the library, by calling
(908) 789-1670 or via the
library’s interactive calendar
found on its website.

Toddler Story Time is held ev-
ery Wednesday at 10:30 a.m.
with activities, songs and sto-
ries for children up to age 4.
Registration is not required for
this ongoing program for tod-
dlers and their caregivers.

Movie Time is offered every
Friday at 10 a.m. The library
shows first-run movies, classics,
old favorites and special re-
quests. Suggestions are always
welcome. Light refreshments are
provided, and the senior citizen
bus will provide transportation
for Garwood seniors.

Two book discussion groups
are held monthly at the library.
The afternoon group meets on
the third Monday of each month
at 1 p.m. and the evening group
meets on the first Thursday of
each month at 7 p.m. Each group
is separate and chooses its own
selection to be discussed.
Monday’s selection for March is
“Take Me With You” by Catherine
Ryan Hyde, and the Thursday

selection is “The Red Tent” by
Anita Diamant. Both groups wel-
come new participants.

The Garwood Public Library is
located at the corner of Walnut
Street and Third Avenue, behind
the Lincoln School complex. The
e-mail address is
garwoodlibrary@gmail.com and
its website is youseemore.com/
garwood.

Individuals also are invited to
“like” the library on Facebook.

Garwood Library to Host
Author, Organizer Visits CRANFORD

Wednesday, February 18, Rich-
ard Kovolyansky, 26, of Spring-
field, Joseph Palitto, 26, of Spring-
field and Regina Bauer, 26, of
Union were arrested following a
motor vehicle stop. All three were
charged with possession of heroin.
Kovolyansky also was charged
with possession of prescription
medication. They were processed
and released pending an appear-
ance in Superior Court.

Friday, February 20, Kathleen
Roche, 33, of Linden was arrested
and charged with possession of
prescription medication, and with
outstanding warrants from Morris
Plains, Neptune and Millburn, fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop. Roche
also was cited for driving with a
suspended license.

Friday, February 20, Jessica
Matrongolo, 22, of Colonia was
arrested following a motor vehicle
stop and charged with possession
of heroin, possession of marijuana
and possession of paraphernalia.

Tuesday, February 24, Ryan
Nunley, 23, of Springfield was
arrested and charged with pos-
session of marijuana and posses-
sion of paraphernalia following a
motor vehicle stop.

Wednesday, February 25, Ber-
nard Isaac, 57, of Roselle was
arrested and charged with theft
and credit card fraud following an
investigation of a Bryant Avenue
resident’s report of a stolen purse.
Bail was set at $2,500.

Thursday, February 26, Najir
Green, 28, of Irvington was
charged with eluding, hindering
apprehension and resisting ar-
rest. Authorities said Green pro-
vided false identification to police
and attempted to flee the scene of
a motor vehicle stop on foot. Green
was transferred to the Union
County jail in lieu of $1,000 bail.

Friday, February 27, Kyleigh
Carney, 19, of Parlin was arrested
and charged with possession of
marijuana and possession of para-
phernalia following a motor ve-
hicle stop.

Garwood Knights
To Hold Fish Fry

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Knights of Columbus will hold
their Lenten Fish Fry by Thistles
on Friday, March 13, from 6 to
8 p.m. It will take place at The
Columbian Club building where
the Knights of Columbus hold
their meetings.

Tickets are $13 in advance,
$15 at the door, and $10 for
children under age 12. Fried
or baked fish will be available;
individuals are asked to specify
which when purchasing tick-
ets. Chicken will be available
for children age 14 and under
only. Dinner will include French
fries, coleslaw, dessert and
coffee. Attendees may dine in
or take out their meals.

Tickets can be obtained at
the Council Hall weekdays af-
ter 4:30 p.m., or weekends
after 2 p.m. For more infor-
mation, call (908) 789-9809
or Chairman Dennis Clark at
(908) 247-5389.

The Garwood Knights of Co-
lumbus is located at 37 South
Avenue, Garwood, across from
the PathMark store. Parking is
available in the back lot, off
Willow Avenue (turn at Marty
Shoes).
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