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l'ennemi du journaliste

MacLELLAND SCORES 8 POINTS, 4 ASSISTS; PACE PUTS IN 6 POINTS; WICHELNS SINKS 5

Farmers Control ‘O’ Boards, Ice Lady Cougar Cagers, 51-34
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Inability to prevent numerous
offensive rebounds on the part of
the Union Farmers plus an un-
ending ice cold shooting display
put the Cranford High School
girls basketball team on the chilly
side of a 51-34 score in Cranford
on January 13.

Senior Adora Moneme and her
sister Nneka consistently man-
aged to get the inside lanes un-
der the offensive boards to allow
the 4-4 Lady Farmers to take
shot-after-shot until one went

in. The two sisters were also
effective under the boards when
the 3-5 Lady Cougars were tak-
ing their shots, which usually
resulted in a one shot and out
situation. Adora finished with 17
rebounds and Nneka finished with
18 rebounds.

“We struggled offensively and
our shots weren’t falling in. They
are very good rebounders. One of
their girls [Adora Moneme] is Num-
ber 5 in the state. It’s kind of hard
to compete against that,” Cougar
Head Coach Jackie Dyer said.

The Cougars, who in the past

have been known for their effec-
tive 3-point shooting, managed
to get only one against the Farm-
ers, a 3-point banger from Camryn
Wichelns at the end of the first
quarter. Wichelns finished with
five points and two rebounds.

In fact, in the first quarter, the
Cougars were not quite as icy as
they would be later in the game
and matched Union point-for-
point and were knotted in an 8-8
tie with 2:06 on the clock until
Allison Seater sank a pair of free
throws and Adora Moneme rolled
in a lay-up, before Wichelns hit
her three to end the quarter, 12-
11, Union. Adora Moneme fin-
ished with a game-leading 17
points, including 5-for-6 from the
line. Seater finished with 10

points and 4-for-4 in free throws.
Cougar Cerys MacLelland (6 re-
bounds, 4 assists, 2 steals) net-
ted four of her eight points in the
quarter and Sarah Ross (3 re-
bounds, 2 steals) dished out two
of her three assists.

The first four minutes of the
second quarter was point-for-
point also, but then the Farmers
got back-to-back 3-pointers from
Ayanna Chain and Kya Riddick,
respectively, to take a 24-17 lead.
Union won the quarter, 14-10, to
carry a 26-21 lead at the half.
Chain finished with 11 points and
Riddick finished with 10. Cougar
Lindsey Pace (3 rebounds, steal,
assist) sank four of her six points
in the quarter. Isabella Speers,
Wichelns and MacLelland each
had two points.

The real chill arrived in the

third quarter and Erin Meixner
was the only Cougar to break the
ice in the 10-4 Union run. Once
again, Adora Moneme held the
hot hand with six points.

“We rushed things. We weren’t
moving very well. It was an off
game for us,” Coach Dyer said.

Trailing by 11 points entering
the fourth quarter, the Cougars
narrowed the gap to 38-32 with
a 7-2 run and with 4:44 remain-
ing. But the Cougars rushed
themselves even more and one
forced shot seemed to beget
another. Additionally, the Fram-
ers continued to rule the boards,
and with time running down, the
Cougars needed to foul. The Lady
Farmers were awarded 12 shots
from the line and sank seven of
them. Cougar Julia Schork (3

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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of The Westfield Leader
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rebounds) sank all three of her
points in the quarter, while
Katarina Polyviou, Pace and

MacLellan each sank two points.
“It kind of like snowballed. Al-

lowing them to get offensive re-

bounds kind of like slowed us down
with our scoring,” Coach Dyer said.

Should the two teams meet

again this season, and there is a
big chance that they may, Coach
Dyer said we have to “do a better

job of boxing out.”
Union 12 14 10 15 51
Cranford 11 10   4   9 34
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Cougar Matmen Capture Union County Tournament Crown, Claim 4 Champions, 2 OWs

More photos nest pageStory on pages 11, 14, 15, 16

of The Westfield Leader
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Cougar Matmen Capture Union County Tournament Crown, Claim 4 Champions, 2 OWs

More photos nest page
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD ATHLETES OF THE WEEK...Junior Amanda Bencivegna is a three-year varsity
letter winner and an integral part of the cheerleading squad this year. Amanda was also selected to
the National Cheerleading Association’s All-American team. Senior Gavin Murray set the school
record for career pins this past weekend and helped lead the Cougars to a Union County Tournament
team title. He was also named Outstanding Wrestler at the tournament.

Cougars Capture UCT Mat Championship
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Testimony Continues On
Garwood Townhome Proposal
By BRIAN TRUSDELL

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Anger, sarcasm
and criticism from the public were
apparent at a nearly three-hour
planning board meeting January
14, as a panel reduced to six
members heard the application
for a disputed nine-townhome
development off Fourth Avenue.

Sharp commentary and out-
right derision were heard fre-
quently from the full room during
the testimony of the civil engi-
neer and architect seeking site
plan approval for the property
owned by Angela and Sandro
Villaraut.

Because of the hour, the board
adjourned before taking testi-
mony from the audience and
agreed to continue the hearing
at its next meeting on Wednes-
day, January 28, in Borough Hall.

The hearing came following a

brief re-organization session that
saw new members Mayor Charles
Lombardo and Steve Napolitano
added and had former Mayor Pat
Quattrocchi relegated to an al-
ternate role. Stephen Greet was
unanimously re-elected as chair-
man, and incumbent Kathleen
Villaggio defeated Robert Scherer
for vice-chairman, 7-2.

The proposed $5-million, age-
restricted Fourth Avenue project
was approved for a use variance
in May, a decision that drew a
court challenge in September by
four co-plaintiffs, including two
people who were members of the
planning board. One person, Ileen
Cuccaro, was not re-appointed
to the board, while another, Bruce
Paterson, remains although he
recused himself from the Janu-
ary 14 hearing.

The lawsuit has a case man-
agement conference between the

attorneys before State Superior
Court Judge Karen Cassidy sched-
uled for Tuesday, February 24.

The hearing on the application
got off to an odd start when, in
addition to Mr. Paterson, Mr.
Greet and Mr. Napolitano recused
themselves. Mr. Greet, who was
absent for the May hearing,
bowed out because he lives near
the property and Mr. Napolitano
did likewise because he is the
Villarauts’ accountant.

Mr. Lombardo and Mr. Nierstedt
were disqualified because the
hearing was considered a con-
tinuance of the use variance, in
which as members of the bor-
ough council they are prohibited
from participating.

With only one alternate, Mrs.
Quattrocchi, available, the board
had only six members to hear the
application.

Questions to civil engineer Tho-
mas Quinn and architect Glenn
Potter, both of whom testified at
the May hearing, ranged from
traffic, lighting and garbage dis-
posal to the inclusion of second-
floor terraces in the building de-
sign and the storm water runoff
rate into the Brooskide Reten-
tion Basin.

Mr. Quinn testified that plans
for the approximately 500-by-
135-foot property at the north
end of Walnut Street include
demolition of the existing struc-
ture on Fourth Avenue – for-
merly the home of Hidi’s Deli and
Five Star Catering – for the con-
struction of two townhome struc-
tures, each with three-bedroom
units at either end and two-bed-
room units in between on a pri-
vate road.

It also includes the construc-
tion of a 3,000-cubic-foot storm
water retention tank under the

Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader
DISPUTED...Civil Engineer Thomas Quinn explains the plans for a proposed
nine-townhouse development off 484 Fourth Avenue to the Garwood Planning
Board and the public at the board’s January 14 meeting. Potter Architects’
rendering of the disputed proposal is shown in the inset.

Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader
NEW SEATING ARRANGEMENT...The Garwood Borough Council had a
new seating arrangement at its January 13 meeting. Jim Mathieu was moved to
the far left next to Sara Todisco, second from left. Council President Bill
Nierstedt was next with Mayor Charles Lombardo and Borough Administrator
Christina Ariemma next. Mike Martin, Ann Tarantino and Lou Petruzzelli are
on the right.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGECONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Garwood Parents Renew Bid
To Increase Grade 2 Classes

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – About a dozen
parents of first-grade students
returned for a second time in
three months Tuesday to ask the
board of education (BOE) to add
another class to reduce the
teacher-pupil ratio.

Jennifer Blumenstock, who
spoke first before the board in
October, again led the parents,
who requested a third class for
second grade be included in the
budget for next year.

“We just wanted to remind the
board as we start the new year
and as you start to look into the
budget for next year, to remind
you we’re here and we would
really like the consideration for a
third class for what will be the

second grade next year,” Ms.
Blumenstock said. “That’s all. We
just want you to keep us on your
minds.”

In October, Ms. Blumenstock
said the first grade had two
classes of 25 and 26 children,
limiting the individual attention
given to each.

Board Business Administrator
Eric Larson said Superintendent
of Schools Teresa Quigley had
made him aware of the concerns
and that he was just beginning
the budget process for the next
school year. A special meeting is
scheduled for Wednesday, April
29, for a hearing of the budget.

The board on Tuesday unani-
mously adopted a change to its
class-size policy, adding the
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Congressman Lance, Senators,
Please Keep We The People In Mind
Though the new U.S. Congress

includes more than 70 new faces,
none of them come from the
State of New Jersey. Represen-
tative Lance and Senator
Menendez have been at the helm
for some time. Senator Booker is
doing well at taking on the office
to which he was appointed when
his predecessor died recently. I
would like to welcome all three
back to Capitol Hill.

With almost two years until the
next congressional elections
they, and the rest of Congress,
have opportunities to come to-
gether and govern. The begin-
ning of a new, two-year session
of Congress is an important time
for our political leaders to work
together to solve our nation’s
problems. No matter who we
supported in the last election, we

all have an opportunity to work
together in the next two years to
generate solutions to the many
problems facing our country.

As the 114th Congress gets
underway, I hope my senators
and representative will work
across party lines to solve the
problems we face. The positions
I support are delineated by the
Friends Committee on National
Legislation — fcnl.org.

I ask Senator Menendez, Sena-
tor Booker, and Representative
Lance to keep we-the-people
constantly in mind as they work
in the halls of government.

Eva Simonsen
Cranford

Local Letters to the Editor

Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MEET YOUR COUNCIL... The 2015 Garwood Borough Council pose for group
photo. Pictured, from left to right, are: front row, Councilwoman Sara Todisco,
Mayor Charles Lombardo, and Councilwoman Ann Tarantino; back row,
Council members JimMathieu, William Nierstedt, Jim Martin and Lou Petruzzelli.

private road and parking area
that would drain north into the
Brookside Retention Basin, a des-
ignated wetland that is strictly
regulated by state statute and
would remain untouched.

Although the developed or im-
pervious surface on the property
would increase from the current
10 percent to 40 percent, Mr.
Quinn testified that the storm
water runoff into the basin adja-
cent to a Rahway River tributary
would be metered from the tank
to reduce the flow rate as re-
quired by law.

It was a contention challenged
by another one of the plaintiffs in
the use variance suit, Westfield
Leader publisher Horace Corbin,
who lives nearby and noted that
a similar proposal for the same
property was rejected more than
a decade ago by the planning
board and upheld by a court.
That rejection resulted in a deci-
sion by the board to zone the
property suitable for three,
single-family houses.

While telling Mr. Quinn that the
tributary, which runs along the
north side of Mr. Corbin’s prop-
erty, flows at capacity during
storms, he also charged that run-
off would affect the brook.

“I think the court had it right 15
years ago that it’s not appropri-
ate, and I don’t care about any of
these fancy damn expert testi-
mony; the court is still going to
get it right,” Mr. Corbin said to
applause from some in the public.

Others followed in a similar
tone, with one woman who lives
on South Union Street near the
brook sarcastically asking, “Who
do I sue when the brook over-
flows because you’re putting in
this large parking lot?” Another
woman from Cranford dryly re-
marked, “This is going to be great.
It will be Cranford, Westfield,
Garwood. We’re in it together.
That’s beautiful. That’s good. The
more the merrier.”

Board Attorney Donald Fraser

tried to keep the comments to
questions for Mr. Quinn and Mr.
Potter, reminding those speak-
ing that the use variance had
already been granted.

Among other questions, nearby
resident Roger Sousa asked that
since anyone on the second-floor
terraces on the back of the
townhouses would be able to
peer directly into his backyard,
and the plans show no landscap-
ing to create a barrier, if the
plans would be redone to re-
move elevated patios.

Mr. Potter said no.
Among other issues, Zoning

Code Official Victor Vinegra in-
formed the board that the
Westfield senior housing struc-

words “additional personnel” as
a factor the superintendent must
take into consideration when con-
sidering recommendations to the
board on the number of “class
sections” for each grade.

“The policy does not set a spe-
cific number (of students per
class),” Board President Chris-
tine Guerriero said. “Because we
certainly don’t want to bind our
hands and bind the hands of the
administration, so we kind of look
at it on a budgetary basis and an
as-needed basis.

“We look at it on a class-by-
class basis,” she added.

The board also approved the
hiring of Lauren Fleischer as a
part-time teacher and parapro-
fessional, as well as Roberto
Santilli as a part-time technol-
ogy coordinator to assist in pre-
paring the student body for the
Partnership for Assessment of
Readiness for College and Ca-
reers – or PARCC – test.

PARCC is a mandatory exam for
students in grades 3 to 12 in New
Jersey and in 11 other states and
the District of Columbia that re-

ture being built on Second Av-
enue on the site of the old St.
Anne’s School would be finished
in March and ready for occu-
pancy by April.

Additionally, he said the owner
of the largely abandoned Petro
Plastics industrial site on South
Avenue had completed the sale of
the property to an individual in-
tending to develop the site. Also,
the adjacent and similarly aban-
doned Casale manufacturing plant
was under contract, he said.

Furthermore, the owner of the
abandoned Garwood Paperboard
plant at the east end of North
Avenue was in discussions with
the borough about re-developing
the site himself, Mr. Vinegra said.

placed the previous “pen and
pencil” NJASK and is taken ex-
clusively on a computer/tablet
device.

Sixth- and eighth-grade Lin-
coln School students took the
test at the end of the previous
school year to test the school’s
infrastructure necessary to ad-
minister it.

In another action, the board
approved Storey Dohner for the
extra-curricular activity of the
“homework club,” which is es-
sentially an after-school tutoring
service, for the remainder of the
school year.

The position will be paid with
compensatory time between
January 12 and February 15.

It also authorized $3,800 for
Solutions for Architecture of New-
ark to perform a review and pro-
duce a long-range facilities plan.
The planning board noted in De-
cember that it had not been in-
formed of the school board’s plan,
which the BOE is required to
present, in several years, and
asked it to come before the plan-
ning board with an updated one.

* Garwood Parents Renew Bid *

Another Letter next page

Testimony Continues on GW Townhome Proposal
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Garwood Organizes Dr. Martin
Luther King In Service Day

In honor of the January 19 Rev.
Dr. Martin Luther King In Service
Day, the Borough of Garwood
Celebration of Public Events and
Holidays Committee, the
Garwood Presbyterian Church,
St. Anne’s Roman Catholic
Church, St. Paul’s United Church
of Christ, Grace Christian Fellow-
ship Church, and New Communi-
ties Worship have joined together
to collect soup and crackers for
distribution to Garwood seniors
and those in need.

Collections started last week at
all churches and will continue
through this Sunday, January 25
finishing on Sunday, February 1.
Garwood Knights of Columbus
volunteers are picking up dona-
tions to bring to the Garwood
Fire Department for sorting and
packaging.

Parishioners are asked to bring
cans of soup, boxes of crackers
or a monetary donation to their
“Souper Sunday” services or
masses to provide a bit of “God’s
warmth” to those less fortunate.
Donations can also be dropped
off at Garwood Borough Hall
where hallway boxes are pro-
vided.

Monetary donations can also
be made and will be used to
purchase additional soup/crack-
ers at local markets – ShopRite,
Pathmark and Kings – who are
also participating in the cause.

Together with the Garwood
school system “Souper Bowl Sun-
day’ soup collection, we hope to
have enough soup and crackers
to distribute to all who may need
some assistance during the cold
winter months.

On behalf of all participants, we
wish to thank everyone for their
contributions and participation
in this drive. This is the first year
Garwood has organized a service
project for Martin Luther King In
Service Day, and we hope to
have even more participation in
a larger project next year. Any-

one who is interested in partici-
pating in being a part of the
organization for next year’s
project is encouraged to contact
the Garwood Celebrations Com-
mittee or their church leaders.

Those interested in helping this
year, or anyone who has any
questions can contact Bill
Nierstedt at (908) 654-8586.
Thank you.

Bill Nierstedt
Garwood Councilman

CRANFORD – CDC Theatre, New
Jersey’s oldest community the-
atre located at 78 Winans Av-
enue in Cranford, is preparing
its next production, David
Mamet’s Speed The Plow.
A satirical dissection of the
American movie business in Hol-
lywood, Speed The Plow focuses
on two high-powered Hollywood
executives who have come up

from the mail room together,
Bobby Gould, played by Mike
Burdick, and Charlie Fox, played
by Jonathan Fishman.  Charlie
brings Bobby a surefire hit with
a major star attached. Bobby
has been reading an apocalypti-
cally spiritual novel that has deep
“meaning,” Enter Karen, Gould’s
temporary office assistant,
played by Kate Baldwin and we
are reminded that power is the
ultimate aphrodisiac.
Opening Friday, February 6, the
show runs Friday and Saturday
nights through Saturday, Feb-
ruary 21 with a matinee on Sun-

day, February 15, Speed-The-
Plow is presented by special ar-
rangement with Samuel French,
Inc., New York.
Visit www.cdctheatre.org  for
tickets and more information.
Funding has been made pos-
sible in part by the NJ State
Council on the Arts, Dept. of
State, a Partner Agency of the
National Endowment for the Arts,
through a grant administered by
the Union County Office of Cul-
tural & Heritage Affairs.Cranford Police Upgrade

Alarm Monitoring Equip.
CRANFORD — As part of a ma-

jor renovation to the Cranford
Police Department Communica-
tions Center, the hardware and
software used by police to di-
rectly monitor burglar and fire
alarms has been upgraded to
ensure accurate emergency re-
sponse and continuity in the event
of unforeseen equipment or
power issues.

The system, which underwent
extensive testing in early De-
cember 2014, was activated on
December 22, 2014 and replaced
components that had been last
upgraded in 2004. Included in
the new alarm monitoring sys-
tem are two modern Bosch alarm
signal receivers and advanced
security software that allows
police dispatchers to monitor and
view alarm information from four
different computer terminals.

The Cranford Police Department
has offered direct alarm moni-
toring for over 16 years. Accord-
ing to Cranford Police Chief James
Wozniak, the system has cost
and security advantages for local
residents and businesses. “The
biggest safety factor with this
system is that there is no built in
delay,” he stated. “When an alarm

comes in we immediately send
police, fire or EMS personnel.”

The chief noted that many re-
mote monitored or central sta-
tion alarms companies wait a
period of time and attempt to
verify alarms with a homeowner
before notifying public safety
agencies. Chief Wozniak believes
that “in an emergency, those
one to two minutes could be
critical.”

The cost for direct monitoring
by the Cranford Police Depart-
ment, which has not increased
with the system upgrades, is
$95 per year for residential ac-
counts and $200 per year for
business accounts. Third- party
companies often charge signifi-
cantly higher rates, sometimes
over $40 per month. With the
direct monitoring solution, the
homeowner or business is re-
sponsible for the initial system
installation, but police person-
nel are available to assist the
installer with the connection to
police headquarters.

Residents or business owners
interested in adding alarm moni-
toring service should contact De-
tective Sergeant Gerard Quinn
at (908) 709-7337.

READY TO PLOW THE CROWD OVER...David Mamet’s Speed The Plow is
in rehearsal at CDC Theatre. The show will star Mike Burdick (seated),
Jonathan Fishman and Kate Baldwin.

Probitas Verus Honos

Mamet’s Speed The Plow Coming to
Cranford’s’ CDC Theatre in February
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