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l'ennemi du journaliste

BLUE DEVILS MELE BANGS KEY 3’S, ELLIOTT NETS 12 PTs, COUGAR GARGIULO SINKS 10

Blue Devil Cagers Hold off Cougars’ Comeback, 45-37
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

What appeared to be the be-
ginning of a pleasure cruise
turned into an all hands on board
situation, but the hosting
Westfield High School boys bas-
ketball team got a pair of key 3-
pointers in the third quarter and
a pair of key free throws late in
the fourth from Nick Mele to hold
off an ominous surge from the
Cranford Cougars to salvage a
45-37 victory on January 8.

The 4-3 Blue Devils rolled to an

opening 8-0 run before being
interrupted with a 2-pointer from
Cougar Hunter Remley (8 points)
and a free throw by Luke
Christiano (6 points) but contin-
ued with a 12-0 run to win the
first quarter, 20-3. Blue Devil
Sean Elliott (two 3-pointers)
pumped in six of his 12 points in
the quarter, while Owen Murray
(9 points, 3 assists) hit five and
Danny Mitchell (5 assists, 2
steals) sank four points. Mele,
who finished with a team-lead-
ing 13 points, added three and
Parker Hess (7 points) netted

two points. Rebounding played a
major role and Murray pulled
four of his 10 in the quarter.

“Last year, they beat us by 30
points, blew us out at Kean Uni-
versity. Our motivation was to
come out and keep running and
gunning. Keep all five guards on
the floor. We came out in the
second quarter, we didn’t play as
well. We were able to maintain
our lead in the third and fourth.
We didn’t play well, but we ended
up coming out with a ‘W’, so I am
happy,” Mele, who had two as-
sists, said.

“We came out a little flat. We
didn’t exactly do the things that
we needed to do. We thought,
‘oh! I can make the pass in the

wing and they are not going to
defend it.’ But they [Westfield]
got out and defended it. Once we
adjusted, I think for three quar-
ters, we outscored them, but we
fell so far behind and found our-
selves in a hole right away,” Cou-
gar Head Coach Ryan Huber said.

But the change in momentum

came rapidly after Hess opened
the second quarter with a 2-
pointer. The Cougars responded
with a 12-0 sprint to narrow the
score to 22-15 by halftime.
Christiano and Albert Gargiulo
(team-leading 10 points) each
put in five points and Joe Norton
sank a two.

With the crucial help of Mele’s
pair of 3-pointers to go with a
pair of free throws, the Blue Dev-
ils barely won the third quarter,
9-8, to cling to an eight-point
lead.

“Danny Mitchell and I played
together for years. Every time
they [Cranford] would collapse, I
was wide open for threes. It’s
just typical basketball,” Mele said.

Sean Leonard sank four points
for the Cougars, while Jack
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Schetelich (7 points) and Gargiulo
added two points in the quarter.

“They [Westfield] knocked
down some big shots too, a couple
of threes. We didn’t knock down
any threes, and that’s where it
was. When it was time to knock
down the big shot, we didn’t and
they did,” Coach Huber said.
“Good players make big time
shots. He made some big time
shots for them.”

The fourth quarter got too close
for comfort for the Blue Devils as
the Cougars gnawed away to
close to within three points, 38-
35, with 44.89 remaining. On an
assist from Mitchell, Elliott got
the ball and drove to the basket

for a lay-up. Mele got fouled and
sank both free throws to dis-
tance the Blue Devils, 42-35,
from the Cougars with 24 sec-
onds on the clock. Hess got fouled
and sank both free throws.
Gargiulo answered with a lay-up
then Hess ended the scoring with
another successful free throw.

Mele also got under the boards
in the second half and ended with
six rebounds. Elliott also stepped
up under the boards and finished
with 11 rebounds.

“I am like an athletic guard. I
love going up grabbing rebounds.
It’s just another aspect of my
game. I also like taking the ball
to the basket,” Mele said.

A major reason for the Cou-
gars’ success in the final three
quarters was the rebounding
ability of Schetelich (10 re-
bounds), Christiano (8 rebounds)
and Remley (7 rebounds).

“It’s a tribute to their charac-
ter. It’s a hardworking group. We
didn’t always play smart, but we
played hard. Our kids are tough
kids. It’s a credit to the people of
Cranford. They brought up great
kids. They are going to do every-
thing they can do to win,” Coach
Huber said.

Both the Blue Devils and the
Cougars face very grueling sched-
ules, especially in Union County
that has three of the top-five

teams in the state and another
ranked in the top-20.

“Union County is the best county
in the state. Nothing else you can
say. I am excited for the Union

County Tournament. We are only
going to get better,” Mele said.
Cranford   3 12   8 14 37
Westfield 20   2   9 14 45

Senior Gavin Murray pulled out
a 17-5, major decision over Chris
Koutzen in the final bout at 160-
lbs to give the Cranford High
School wrestling team a 31-30
victory over previously 14th-
ranked Christian Brothers Acad-
emy on January 10. Each team
split evenly winning seven bouts
a piece.

Later in the afternoon, the Cou-
gars experienced their first loss
of the season when Morris Knolls
climbed on the top side of a 36-
24 decision. The Cougars won six
of the 14 bouts and lost three
bouts by three or less points.

In the first bout against CBA, at
170-lbs, Cougar Andrew

Cougars Nip No. 14 CBA,
Fall to Morris Knoll Matmen

Tompkins earned a 4-2 decision
over Justin Kiestor. Niko Cappello
stopped Jack LaCorte, 3-1, at
182-lbs and Nick Ballas pinned
Nate Houstan in 4:42 at 195-lbs.
Alex Esposito received a forfeit at
220-lbs. At 106-lbs, Anthony
Capece dropped a tough, 3-1,
decision to Rich Koehlard. Chris
Scorese pinned Nick Koutzen in
3:54 at 132-lbs and Vince Concina
(138-lbs) topped Liam Gallagher,
9-6. Dave Busch dropped a 4-3
decision to Garrett Fitzgerald at
152-lbs.

Beginning in the 195-lb class
against Morris Knolls (MK), Ballas
was pinned by Luke Knapp in
3:54. Payten Campbell (MK)
pinned Esposito in 3:53 at 220-
lbs. Cougar heavyweight Kevin
Doran salvaged a 2-1, overtime
victory over Dave Pater. Capece
came up on the short side of a 3-
1 decision to Austin Perrault at
106-lbs. Garrett O’Shea (MK)
pinned Jake Quinn in 0:39 at
113-lbs. DiGiovanni claimed an
11-5 decision over Atlin Zaku
(MK) at 120-lbs.

Scorese pinned Anthony Palma
(MK) in 3:18 at 126-lbs. At 132-
lbs, Chris Torres (MK) received a
forfeit. Concina decisioned Jayson
Parisi (MK), 3-0, at 138-lbs. Mike
Nigro (MK) defeated McGovern,
5-0, at 145-lbs then Busch de-
feated Connor Fortune (MK), 8-
4, at 152-lbs. Murray pinned
Shawn Brumfield (MK) in 1:07 at
160-lbs. Luke Drugas (MK) beat
Tompkins, 7-0, at 170-lbs then
Dean Drugas (MK) stung
Cappello, 3-2, at 182-lbs.

Cougar Cagers Muzzle
Dayton Bulldogs, 56-48
Junior guard Dave Fonseca

poured in 16 points to lead the
Cranford High School boys bas-
ketball team to a 56-48 muzzling
of the Jonathan Dayton Bulldogs
in Cranford on January 6. The
Cougars zoomed to a 21-2 run in
the third quarter to erase a 10-
point deficit at halftime.

Cougar junior Hunter Remley
sank 12 points, junior Sean
Leonard hit for 11 points, Jack
Schetelich netted six points and
Luke Christiano added four
points. Kevin Trotter, James Kelly
and Mike Smith each had two
points. Bulldog Amir Mayfield led
all scoring with 19 points and
Jean-Karl Arvelo added 16 points.
Dayton 15 16   2 15 48
Cranford   9 12 21 14 56

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD ATHLETES OF THE WEEK...Sophomore wrestler Chris Scorese ( inset) is riding a seven pin streak and
is one of the top point leaders on the team. Freshman swimmer Emily Wilson has been instrumental in helping the 200-
yard medley team set a new record and has dominated the 50-freestyle in Union County.

Westfield Blue Devils Hold Off Cranford Cougar Basketball Boys’ Surge, 45-37
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RAIDERS BEIRNE TOPS McGOVERN, 6-2; MIRABELLA GETS PIN; COUGAR SCORESE PINS

Cougars Top Raiders, 38-27, in Spirited Mat Showdown
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Under lights focused solely on
the competition, the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School
wrestling team and the visiting
Cranford Cougars gave the fans
all the excitement they needed
on January 9. With four bouts
remaining and trailing 24-23, the
Cougars won the next three bouts
to secure a 38-27 victory. The
Cougars won eight of the 14
scheduled bouts.

“I am pretty happy with our
performance as a team. We didn’t
get the win, but going into the
lineup, we had six out of the 14
weight classes that I felt com-
fortable about. I knew in order to
hang with Cranford, they have a
very solid lineup all the way

through, that we would need to
get that seventh match, Unfor-
tunately, we weren’t able to get
somebody to step up and get
that bout,” Raider Head Coach TJ
Gavor said.

“They are tough kids. They al-
ways wrestle to win and they are
stingy. They don’t give up the
points. They know another point
or two could mean a major or a
tech. They are stingy and that’s
going to take them very far. Those
little points all add up at the
end,” Cougar Head Coach Pat
Gorman said of the Raiders.

Cougar Niko Cappello kicked
off the first bout of the evening
with an 8-0, major decision over
Jalen Bryant at 195-lbs. Cappello
recorded a double-leg takedown,
a snap down takedown and a low
single lift takedown in the win.

Next, at 220-lbs, Raider Alex
Mirabella knew he needed team
points and managed to get three
takedowns before catching Nick
Ballas in the Peterson pin in 4:10.

“I went out there trying to get
a pin for my team and I did what
as I was supposed to do. I was
trying to get that cradle in the
first period. I had it locked up, I
just couldn’t quite turn him. I got
to work a little on my feet, which
I never really do, but overall I am
happy with my performance,”
Mirabella said.

A wild bout ensued at heavy-
weight when Karl Williams re-
corded a third-period reversal
and a defensive takedown to
squeak a 4-3 victory over Alex
Esposito to give the Raiders a 9-
4 team lead.

After pulling off a nice barrel

roll takedown at 106-lbs, Cougar
Anthony Capece stabilized Justin
Sidebottom with an arm bar/half
nelson in 1:40. Raider Nadim
Kormaz used a half nelson to pin
Jake Quinn in 27 seconds at 113-
lbs. At 120-lbs, Cougar Tom
DiGiovanni had his hands full
with Jack Cannon, but scored a
lift takedown and a reversal to
claim a 4-0 decision.

Chris Scorese gave the Cou-
gars a 19-15 lead after his 126-
lb bout, when he recorded a pair
of takedowns and a nearfall be-
fore pinning Jashmar Philippe in
3:17 with a half/wrist combina-
tion. At 132-lbs, Cougar Vince
Concina scored a low single
takedown and a three-point
nearfall (single grapevine/head
cover) then added five-point side
single leg to front arm bar nearfall

to seize a 10-1, major decision.
In the bout of the evening Raider

JT Beirne blasted out a 6-2 decision
over Brian McGovern at 138-lbs.

“I know I needed to win for my
team, because the match was
going to be close. I tried to look
for bonus points. Unfortunately,
I couldn’t pin him, but I still came
out on top,” Beirne said.

Beirne used his quickness to
pull off a low single leg catch
takedown in the first period then
added a slick duck under to low
leg catch takedown in the second
period, before adding a reversal
in the third.

“I have been working a lot on
my neutral [standing position]. I
felt like the duck [under
takedown] would definitely im-
prove my game, so I put it to
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work tonight,” Beirne explained.
“They are both real talented

wrestlers. They are going to see
each other this weekend at the
counties. They are going to see
each other at District 11. They
are going to see each other at

Region 3. It will not be the last
time we see those two wrestle,
and JT came out on top tonight,”
Coach Gavor said.

“Both kids had a great match.
It didn’t end up our way. We are
going to see them again at the

counties. We need to work on a
couple of things and I am confi-
dent that we will get the next
win,” Coach Gorman said.

Brian Lapham received a forfeit
at 145-lbs to give the Raiders a
24-23 lead, but Dave Busch re-
corded a third period reversal to
eke out a 2-0 decision over Sam
Wustefeld at 152-lbs to put the
Cougars back on top, 26-24.

At 160-lbs, Cougar Gavin
Murray performed an double arm
bar sit through to stack Jeff
Lieblich in 1:37. Andrew Tompkin
secured the victory for the Cou-
gars when he used a head throw

to stick Julio Devia with 1:11 left
in the second period at 170-lbs.
Raider Brandon Miguelino earned
a 6-4 decision over Dylan Budnik
at 182-lbs.
195: Cappello (C) md Bryant, 8-0
220: Mirabella (S) p Ballas, 4:10
285: Williams (S) d Esposito, 4-3
106: Capece (C) p Sidebottom, 1:41

113: Korkmaz (S) p Quinn, 0:28
120: DiGiovanni (C) d Cannon, 4-0
126: Scorese (C) p Philippe, 3:17
132: Concina (C) md Cunningham, 10-1
138: Beirne (S) d McGovern, 6-2
145: Lapham (S) won forfeit
152: Busch (C) d Wustefeld, 2-0
160: Murray (C) p Lieblich, 1:38
170: Tompkins (C) p Devia, 3:49
182: Miguelino (S) d Budnik, 6-4
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R. C. Lady Lion Cagers Survive Blue Devil Surge, 37-33 – photos by David B. Corbin

See photos by Joe

Rinaldi on next page
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R. C. Lady Lion Cagers Survive Blue Devil Surge, 37-33 – photos by Joe Rinaldi
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*** Rahway Indians Roll; Chill Westfield Blue Devil Wrestlers, 39-26 ***
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By BRIAN TRUSDELL

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The borough is fac-
ing a $90,000 increase, or about
$45 per home, in the upcoming
year from the Rahway Valley Sew-
erage Authority (RVSA), council
members were told Tuesday.
Councilwoman Sara Todisco in-
formed the council of the looming
charge, which would mark the
third straight year the borough
has seen a significant spike. Ms.
Todisco said she had requested
the borough’s representative to
the RVSA, Planning Board Presi-
dent Steve Greet, to appear at an
upcoming meeting to discuss the
increase.
The revelation came at the first
meeting this year of the full coun-
cil, which is unchanged from 2014
and had its reorganization session
January 2 under new Mayor Charles
Lombardo.
The seating arrangements on the
dais were noticeably different from
last year, with Council President
Bill Nierstedt and Jim Mathieu
moving from the far right side to
positions on the left, trading seats
with Ann Tarantino and Louis
Petruzzelli.
Ms. Todisco and Mike Martin’s seats
were unchanged.
The council deferred a decision
regarding three properties that
had been encroaching upon the
$3.2-million Recreation and Sports
Complex, formerly known as the
Athletic Field Complex or AFC,
because of confusion as to exactly
which encroachments were com-
ing from which properties.
Borough Administrator Christina
Ariemma asked for instructions
regarding the property at 116
Myrtle Avenue, whose asphalt
driveway extends 10-and-quarter
feet onto the northeastern bound-
ary of the park.
The issue of removing the asphalt

and the cost, and whether that
should be billed to the home-
owner, sparked a debate over fair-
ness and cost effectiveness.
Since other encroachments had
been removed by homeowners at
their own expense, Mrs. Tarantino
and Mr. Nierstedt said it was unfair
to have the borough shoulder the
cost while it did not do the same
for the homeowners who com-
plied with borough notices. But
Borough Attorney Bob Renaud
questioned the additional cost re-
quired in terms of attorneys fees
and the likelihood of being able to
collect.
“I know of no statute that allows
you to put a lien on the property,”
he said.
With Mr. Nierstedt leading the dis-
cussion, council members ap-
peared to agree that a chain-link
fence should be installed to de-
marcate the property line and
possibly repurpose the asphalted
area as a shuffleboard or some
other game location.
However, when council members
asked about the other encroach-
ments – which included sheds and
stockade fences, at 116 Myrtle as
well as properties identified by Ms.
Ariemma as 167 Myrtle and 119
Willow Avenue, uncertainty
erupted as to which still had viola-
tions.
With Borough Engineer Don
Guarriello absent, and scheduled
to also be absent at the council’s
next meeting on Tuesday, Janu-
ary 27, the council directed Ms.
Ariemma to contact Mr. Guarriello
to obtain a full and current list of
remaining violations.

The newly created administra-
tive review committee, headed by
Mrs. Tarantino, said its first rec-
ommendations will be to add a
part-time assistant borough
administrator’s position at a cost
of $3,000-$6,000 per year, and

CF Opposes Pilgrim Pipeline;
Birchwood Permit Appeal Denied

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township
committee passed a resolution
opposing the Pilgrim Pipeline at
its official meeting Tuesday. The
Pilgrim Pipeline Company is pro-
posing to build a new bidirec-
tional pipeline through the town-
ship that would transport crude

oil and refined petroleum prod-
ucts between Albany, N.Y. and
Linden, N.J. The resolution stated
a variety of concerns regarding
such a project, including safety
and the possibility of increased
flooding.

“I am concerned if this does
pass, additional chemicals will
run through our town,” said
Isabelle Atwan, a Carolina Street

resident. She said her property
is very close to the train tracks
that transport oil products.

Mayor Andis Kalnins responded
by saying the chiefs of police and
fire are prepared in the event of
a chemical spill. He added that
limiting such transports is “bet-
ter for the community.”

Jennifer Kolarsick, organizer
with Water Watch, thanked the
committee, during its conference
session, for opposing the pipe-
line.

The New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection’s (DEP)
permit appeal for Cranford De-
velopment Associates (CDA) to
build a housing development at
215 and 235 Birchwood Avenue
was denied and the township has
filed an appeal of that denial,
Township Attorney Diane Dabulas
said. Last year, the DEP approved
CDA permit applications to build
at the site, which the township
says is a wetland.

The township committee ap-
pointed call members — Michael
Anderson, Timothy Meier, Rob-
ert Moran, III and Mark Willis —
to the Cranford Fire Department.
Commissioner Tom Hannen, Jr.
abstained from the vote.

During the conference session,
Mayor Kalnins said he would like
to begin the process for looking
at the fire chief. “What I would
like to do is look at the possibility
of hiring a consultant, similar to
the police chief,” he said.

The committee approved the
provision of a Three Wheel Me-
chanical Broom Street Sweeper
for the Department of Public
Works at a cost of $174,690. The
low bidder was US Mechanical

Cranford High School
Sophomore Dies

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Cranford High
School sophomore Michael
DeLouisa, 16, passed away last
Sunday. Michael completed his
freshman year at St. Mary’s High
School in Elizabeth and enrolled
at Cranford High School in Sep-
tember 2014. A funeral service
will be held today at Krowicki
McCracken Funeral Home, 2124
East Saint George Avenue, Lin-
den, according to his obituary. A
funeral mass will be offered at
St. Mary’s Church in Elizabeth at
10 a.m. Entombment will be in
Rosedale Cemetery Mausoleum
in Linden. He was the son of
Andrew and Elizabeth DeLouisa.

Superintendent of Schools Gayle
Carrick gave the following state-
ment to The Westfield Leader on
Tuesday. “Although Michael
DeLouisa had only attended
Cranford High School for a few
short months, in that time he
established many friends. He was
involved in school activities. He
established himself as a valued
member of our school commu-
nity. His teachers, classmates and
friends at Cranford High School

will miss him. Our thoughts and
prayers are with the DeLouisa
family during this extremely diffi-
cult time. Our faculty and staff
understand that our highest pri-
ority is providing support for our
students. Our district counselors
are available and we have wel-
comed additional counselors. We
are encouraging our students to
reach out to their parents, teach-
ers, counselors and clergy mem-
bers for help.”

Deputy Mayor Lisa Adubato said
at the Tuesday official meeting of
the township commttee, “We are
not insulated from difficult is-
sues that face society as a whole…
Every so often something hap-
pens that makes us stop and
take pause. We had a tragic loss
of a Cranford student this week.
I do not want to speak about the
specifics of the student. I want to
invite all of us to take a moment
to celebrate and appreciate our
children. To hold them close and
protect them..."

The cause of Michael’s death
was not disclosed by Superin-
tendent Carrick or the Cranford
Police Department. The Union
County Prosecutor’s Office did
not have any information either.

Garwood Faces $90K Hike
In Sewerage Auth. Fee

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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slash the seniors program direc-
tor position’s salary in half from
$10,000 to $5,000.

The assistant administrator’s
position will be duties added to
someone already on staff and
will, in effect, serve as an under-
study to Ms. Ariemma in case of
vacation or other absence.

The reason for cutting the com-
pensation for the seniors pro-
gram director, Paulette Drogan,
was due to a cut in the commu-
nity block grant from the state
that funds the program, Mrs.
Tarantino said. The cut was real-
ized three years ago and never
restored. Since the handyman
and transportation program
grants increased, Mrs. Tarantino
said it was hoped the seniors
grant would be restored to previ-
ous levels.

But when that was not realized,
the compensation had to be re-
duced. Mrs. Tarantino said the
position required approximately
eight hours a week and despite
the cut, there should be no re-
duction in services to the se-
niors.

She said both matters would be
put forth for introduction and
consideration at the January 27
meeting.

In other matters, Mr. Nierstedt

contacted Rep. Leonard Lance’s
(R-7th) office and prepared a
letter for the council to send to
the congressman regarding the
town’s concerns over mail deliv-
ery. The letter noted “reduced
levels of service” over the past
five years “under the guise of
‘efficiency’.”

Spurred by complaints that
many residents on Third Avenue,
Fourth Avenue and other streets
never received the borough’s
mailing that included the gar-
bage and recycling pickup sched-
ule, Mr. Nierstedt also highlighted
the complaint that some resi-
dents receive their mail after 6
p.m.

Additionally, Mr. Nierstedt
noted the borough’s partnership
with several churches in “Souper
Sunday” in honor of Martin Luther
King Day. In concert with St.
Anne’s Catholic Church, Garwood
Presbyterian Church, St. Paul’s
United Church of Christ, the Grace
Christian Fellowship Church and
the New Community Church,
Garwood will be collecting cans
of soup, boxes of crackers and
monetary donations January 18
or 25 for those in need.

It is the borough’s first public
celebration in connection with
the federal and state holiday.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
HUMAN TRAFFICKING AWARENESS...Cranford Mayor Andis Kalnins
proclaims January 23 as Human Trafficking Awareness Day. Wincey Terry, an
alumna of Benedictine Academy, and Celia Rizzo, a 10th-grade student of
Benedictine Academy, accepted the proclamation. Benedictine Academy has
won the Jefferson Award and the USA Character Award from USA Network for
its work to eradicate human trafficking.

Supply, Inc.
The committee authorized an

inter-local services agreement
with the Township of Winfield
for 9-1-1 Dispatch Services for
2015.

Joseph Farrone was appointed
as a laborer/driver within the
Department of Public Works.

Victoria Spurr was appointed
as a resident member of the
Downtown District Management
Corporation for a three-year
term. Commissioner Robert
D’Ambola was appointed chair-
person of the Downtown District
Management Corporation for a
one-year term.

The committee approved by
resolution the mayor to sign the
contract to employ Police Chief
James Wozniak. He was ap-
pointed chief of police in March
2014.

The dates for January/Febru-
ary recycling pickup were incor-
rectly printed in the newsletter.
The correct dates are posted
online, Commissioner D’Ambola
said.

During Monday’s workshop
session, it was revealed that the
Mayors Council Rahway River
Watershed Flood Control met
Saturday, and while members
have not received an answer
from Congress on funding the
completion of the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers’ study on
flood-control efforts of the
Rahway River, “what we hear is
positive,” Mayor Kalnins said.

Additionally on Monday, the
township committee agreed to
eliminate the Conservation Util-
ity. Mayor Kalnins said the util-
ity has not met since it was
enacted.

The Crane’s Ford Chapter of
the Daughters of the American
Revolution (DAR) of Cranford
was approved to restore four
murals at the municipal build-
ing, resident and DAR member
Barbara Krause said. The DAR is
planning a ceremony and pre-
sentation on Saturday, March
14, at the municipal building at
noon.

Township Engineer Carl O’Brien
suggested the committee allo-
cate funding to correct a lack of
drainage on Brookside Drive and
to install drain pipes underground
at varying intersections of High
Street.
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CF Opposes Pilgrim Pipeline

** Garwood Faces $90K Hike **

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD – Christine
Guerriero was elected as presi-
dent of the Garwood Board of
Education for a second consecu-
tive year at the board’s reorga-
nization meeting January 8, cho-
sen by the unchanged nine-
member panel, which is facing
mediation with the teachers’
union over a new contract in the
upcoming year.

Ms. Guerriero was elected to a
fourth consecutive three-year
term and fifth overall in Novem-
ber. She returns to the school
board along with Aaron Watkins
and Linda Koenig. Kimberly
Ficarra, who also was an incum-
bent, was elected to an unex-
pired two-year term. All four ran
unopposed.

With Mr. Watkins arriving late,
Ms. Guerriero was chosen for a
second term as president by an
8-to-0 vote. Susan Groning also
unanimously won a second year
as vice-president of the board.

“I think certainly, we had is-
sues with the budget, with a 2-
percent cap, and a small district,
and not a lot of wiggle room,” Ms.
Guerriero said. “Coming up with
a budget that fits all of our needs
will be one of our biggest chal-
lenges.”

Ms. Guerriero would not com- CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Guerriero, Watkins Re-Elected Pres., VP
ment on how the mediation with
the teachers’ union would affect
the budget issue. She is a mem-
ber of the statewide teachers’
union, the New Jersey Educa-
tion Association (NJEA), and is
thus excluded from the negotia-
tions and mediation meetings.

The board learned in October
that the union had declared an
impasse in negotiations, requir-
ing for a third straight contract
cycle that the two sides go into
mediation. The first mediation
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CRANFORD
Friday, January 2, Ishmiel

Baker, 36, of Elizabeth was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle
stop and charged with posses-
sion of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana.

Saturday, January 3, Bret Lieb,
33, of Winfield was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop and
charged with possession of less
than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana.

Sunday, January 4, Ty
Acquisito, 28, of Rahway was
arrested following a motor ve-
hicle stop and charged with pos-
session of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana and pos-
session of paraphernalia.

Sunday, January 4, Christopher
Regent, 28, of Colonia was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle
stop and charged with posses-
sion of prescription drugs and
possession of paraphernalia.

Sunday, January 4, Brian
Broxmeyer, 29, of Rahway was
arrested following a motor ve-
hicle stop and charged with pos-
session of cocaine and posses-
sion of paraphernalia.

Monday, January 5, Erick
Bonilla, 18, of Elizabeth was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle
stop and charged with posses-
sion of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana and pos-
session of paraphernalia.

Monday, January 5, Karlander
Eriksson, 46, of Clark was ar-
rested and charged with driving
while intoxicated (DWI), leaving
the scene of an accident, care-
less driving, unlicensed driving
and tinted windows following a
motor vehicle accident.

Tuesday, January 6, Marion
Drayton, 37, of Irvington was
arrested following a motor ve-
hicle stop and charged with DWI
and refusal to submit breath
samples.

Tuesday, January 6, Quino Ma-
son, 20, of Hopelawn was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle
stop and charged with posses-
sion of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana, possession
of heroin with intent to distrib-
ute, and possession of parapher-
nalia.

Tuesday, January 6, Stacy
Eskin, 25, of Edison was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop
and charged with possession of
less than 50 grams of suspected
marijuana, possession of heroin
with intent to distribute, and pos-
session of paraphernalia.

Friday, January 9, Nicole
Murphy, 23, of Old Bridge was
arrested following a motor ve-
hicle stop and charged with pos-
session of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana, possession
of paraphernalia and driving with
a suspended license.

session has been set for Thurs-
day, February 19, Ms. Guerriero
and Superintendent of Schools
Teresa Quigley said.

Also at the re-organization
meeting, the board chose Ms.
Guerriero to continue in her role
as representative to the Clark
Board of Education. Garwood
sends its high-school students
to Arthur L. Johnson High School
under a contractual arrange-
ment.

Ms. Koenig was voted to be the
Garwood board’s representative
to the Union County Educational
Services Commission, the New
Jersey School Boards Associa-
tion and the Union County School
Boards Association.

Ms. Guerriero received from the
board members their preferences
for committee assignments, such
as finance, buildings and grounds,
education policy, etc., and said
she would announce those ap-
pointments at the panel’s next
regular meeting on Tuesday,
January 20.

The board also approved a
schedule that sets the third Tues-
day of every month as the date of
its regular meetings. A special
meeting on Wednesday, April 29
for a hearing regarding the bud-
get was added, while no July
date was included. The regular
meeting time was set at 7:30
p.m. in the all-purpose room of
Lincoln School.

The Morristown law firm of
Schwartz, Simon, Edelstein and
Celso was approved as the
board’s attorney for a fee of
$8,000, with services billed at
$148 per hour for attorneys and
$107 for paralegals.

Similarly, the Westfield ac-
counting f i rm of Suplee,
Clooney and Co. was retained
as the board’s auditors for
$18,875, and Solutions Archi-
tecture of Newark was desig-
nated the board’s architect of
record.

In other matters, board Busi-

ness Administrator Eric Larson
acknowledged he had been in
contact with the Garwood Plan-
ning Board about submitting a
five-year plan, which it is re-
quired to do. In a final action,
the school board met in a closed
executive session for approxi-
mately 30 minutes to discuss a
personnel matter and another
issue “permitted by law,” but
did not elaborate.

Guerriero, Watkins Re-Elected
GARWOOD — Mayor Charles

Lombardo and the Borough Coun-
cil made the following municipal
appointments at its January 2nd
re-organization meeting.

Borough Officials: Bob Renaud,
borough attorney; Gary Bundy,
municipal judge (three-year term);
prosecutor, Steven Merman; pub-
lic defender, Scott Marinelli, fire
chief, Michael Tharaldsen; fire of-
ficial, Albert Toth

Board of Health — Lauren
Montagne, Eileen Kufta, and Ellen
Shelley; Library Board of Trust-

ees — Christine DiGiacomo;
Emergency Management Coun-

cil — Deputy Coordinator, Doug
Stoffer; Police Chief Bruce D.
Underhill; Fire Chief Tharaldsen;
Public Works Superintendent
Frederick W. Corbitt; First Aid,
Jimmy Willix; Engineer Donald
R. Guarriello; Shelter Coordina-
tor, Thomas Spera; Radiological
Officer, Thomas Spera; Business
Representative, Joseph
Ragonese; Representatives from
Service Organizations — Knights
of Columbus, Michael O’Donnell;
Fire Department Ladies Auxil-
iary, Donna Bober, and health,
Eileen Kufta;

Planning Board — Mayor
Charles Lombardo, Bruce Pater-
son, Paul Tarantino, Gene
Jannotti, Michael Vena, Craig
McCarrick, Pat Quattrocchi, Steve
Napolitano and Tim Hak;

Recreation Commission — Jack
Sullivan and Paul Nieves (unex-
pired term)

Council standing committees:
Police, Public Health and Safety
— Councilwoman Ann Tarantino,
chairwoman, Councilmen Lou
Petruzzelli and Mike Martin;

Streets, Roads and Ecology —
Councilwoman Sara Todisco,
chairwoman, Councilmen William
Nierstedt and Petruzzelli;

Fire — Councilmen Nierstedt,
chairman, and Councilman Jim
Mathieu and Councilwoman
Todisco;

Finance — Councilman
Petruzzelli, chairman, Council-

GW Makes 2015 Borough Appointments
man Martin and Councilwoman
Todisco;

Buildings and Grounds — Coun-
cilman Mathieu, chairman, Coun-
cilman Petruzzelli and Council-
woman Tarantino;

Laws and License — Council-
man Martin, chairman, Council-
woman Tarantino and Council-
woman Todisco,

Board of Health — Councilman
Mathieu, council liaison.

Other or Special Committees of
the Mayor: Recreation —  Coun-
cilwoman Sara Todisco; Com-
mittee on Aging — Councilwoman
Tarantino; Library, mayor’s rep-
resentative, Councilman
Petruzzelli; school board liaison
— Councilman Mathieu; Celebra-
tions of Public Events and Holi-
days — Councilman Nierstedt,
council liaison; Union County Air
Traffic Noise Advisory Board rep-
resentative — Councilman
Mathieu;

Union County Transportation of
Advisory representative — Rob-
ert Ehrenbeck; Transit Village
Study — Kathy Villaggio; Busi-
ness and Industry/Chamber of
Commerce — Carol Kearny,
Councilwoman Tarantino and
Councilman Petruzzelli;

Parking Committee — Police
Sgt. Jeff Kleinsorgen, Kathy
Villaggio and Robert Ehrenbeck;

Police Negotiation Committee
— Councilwoman Tarantino,
chairwoman; Councilmen Martin
and Petruzzelli and Borough Ad-
ministrator Christina Ariemma,
and Mayor Charles Lombardo

Administrative Review Commit-
tee — Councilwoman Todisco,
Borough Administrator Christina
M Ariemma, and Chief Financial
Officer/Treasurer Sandra Bruns

Planning Board appointments —
Paul Tarantino, Gene Jannotti,
Michael Vena, Bruce Paterson (one-
year term), all re-appointments;
Mayor Lombardo (one-year term);
alternates, former mayor Pat
Quattrocchi, Craig McCarrick, Tim
Hak, Steve Napolitano and Coun-
cilman Bill Nierstedt
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Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
ALL ABOARD…Union County Freeholders Linda Carter, second from left,
Freeholder Chairman Mohamed Jalloh, fourth from left, and Freeholders
Sergio Granados and Vernell Wright (partially blocked) join with Raritan
Valley Rail Coalition Chairman Peter Palmer, left, and Cranford Mayor Andis
Kalnins, third from left, to mark the first off-peak evening one-seat ride,
Monday night, on the Raritan Valley Line at the Cranford Train Station.

Cranford Environmental Commission
Releases 2014 Accomplishments

CRANFORD – The Cranford En-
vironmental Commission recently
released its annual report for
2014. Nelson Dittmar, chairman
of the commission said, “We are
very proud of our accomplish-
ments this year, believing that,
in a small way, they have en-
hanced the quality of life and the
environment in Cranford. We are
very grateful for the support of
the Township Committee.”

The principal projects were the
design and installation of a rain
garden at the municipal building,
a tree planting project at Hanson
and Hampton Parks, the con-
tinuing development of the
commission’s website page “My
Green Cranford” and the cre-
ation of a related Facebook page,
a tree planting project in town-
ship parks, and an Energy Day
Fair.

Using a $2,000 grant from Sus-
tainable Jersey, the commission
designed and installed a large
rain garden on the front lawn of
the municipal building. The in-
stallation was the culmination of
months of planning, site selec-
tion and design, and more than a
week of site preparation. Over
80 plants were installed.

“We are grateful for the help of
many community volunteers and
the Department of Public Works.
The rain garden is a symbol of
what can be done to reduce flood-
ing in our community,” Mr.
Dittmar said.

In May, Commission members
with significant help from the
Cranford High School Environ-
mental Sciences Club planted 20
large trees in Hanson Park and
Hampton Park. We appreciated
the assistance of the Tree Advi-
sory Board and the Hanson Park
Conservancy.

In March, the commission sent
a letter to Union County College
in opposition to the proposed

soccer and lacrosse fields at the
college.

Mygreencranford.org serves as
a resource guide for residents for
issues relating to the environ-
ment, energy-savings ideas, and
environmental events. There is a
resource page with links to help-
ful green websites. Visitors have
the option to sign up for the e-
mail newsletter, which offers tips
and news. The related Facebook
page offers a wide range of infor-
mation and news.

The commission met with the
Township Committee and urged
them to adopt a resolution op-
posing the proposed Pilgrim Pipe-
line, which would run through 30
New Jersey communities includ-
ing Cranford.

“We believe the potential dam-
age to our community that could
be caused by a pipeline explo-
sion or spill is significant, “ Mr.
Dittmar said.

In celebration of Earth Day, the
commission held a Fair at Hanson
Park. There were demonstrations
on using a backyard composter
and the commission conducted a
workshop of the step-by-step
method to build and install a rain
barrel. Visitors could see the rain
garden at Hanson Park and learn
how rain gardens help reduce
flooding. Composters and rain
barrel kits were sold at the fair.

In conclusion, Mr. Dittmar
noted, “I am looking forward to
continuing many of these pro-
grams in 2015 and starting new
ones.”

Anyone interested in the Com-
mission can send an e-mail mes-
sage to candndittmar@cs.com or
come to the commission’s next
meeting on Monday, February 2
at 7:30 p.m. at the Community
Center. To read the annual re-
port, visit
www.mygreencranford.com.

Cranford Community Center Taking
Appointments for Tax Counseling

The Cranford Recreation and
Parks Department in conjunction
with the American Association of
Retired Persons (AARP) will be
taking appointments for free tax
assistance.  Cranford and
Garwood taxpayers can call the
Recreation and Parks Department
at 709-7283 to reserve a time
slot time with a tax practitioner.
Hourly appointments are being
made on either Mondays or Fri-
days beginning Friday, February
6, 2015 from12:00pm, 1:30pm
and 3 p.m.  All appointments will
be at the Cranford Community
Center, 220 Walnut Avenue in
Room 204.  The last appoint-
ment to receive tax assistance
will be Monday, April 13, 2015.
No appointments will be made
on Monday, February 16, 2015

(Presidents’ Day) & Friday, April
3, 2015 (Good Friday), as the
Community Center will be closed.
This service is for residents of
Cranford and Garwood, and is
geared to senior citizens and area
residents with low to moderate
income.  Filing assistance is pro-
vided for federal and NJ state
income tax returns, and the Prop-
erty Tax Reimbursement Pro-
gram (PTR 1&2).  Federal and
state returns are filed electroni-
cally.

Participants should bring the
following information:  copies of
Federal & State returns for 2013
along with 2014 wages, interest,
dividends, capital gains, social
security, etc. (forms 1099,
1099R, 1099B-W2 & SSA), and
Property tax bill (2014).CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Interfaith Committee Plans
Activities Honoring MLK

CRANFORD — The Interfaith
Human Relations Committee of
Cranford Clergy Council invites
the public to a Martin Luther
King, Jr. commemorative ser-
vice this evening, Thursday, Janu-
ary 15, at 7:30 p.m. It will take
place at the First Baptist Church,
located at 100 High Street,
Cranford.

Pat Jurpalis, a parishioner at
the Calvary Lutheran Church in
Cranford and an active volunteer
with the elderly and shut-ins of
the community, will be honored
with the Martin Luther King Jr.
Award.

Cranford students in grades 6
to 12 also have been asked to
write a 50- to 100-word essay
addressing the question, “How
does Martin Luther King Jr.’s
quote, ‘Injustice anywhere is a
threat to justice everywhere,’

stand true to our nation today?”
Chosen essays will be read at the
service.

The Martin Luther King Jr. Award
is given to someone who has
made contributions to the cause
of improving the community in
such areas as civil and human
rights, social justice, social ac-
tion and/or demonstrated con-
cern for the welfare of others.

Additionally, the Interfaith Hu-
man Relations Committee will
honor Dr. King’s memory by host-
ing its third annual Day of Ser-
vice on Monday, January 19. The
community is invited to go to
Bates Hall at the First Presbyte-
rian Church of Cranford, 11
Springfield Avenue, between 4
and 6 p.m., to engage in various
service projects. Such projects
include assembling home and
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SEA OF BLUE...Lincoln School in Garwood recently had its kick-off event as
eager participants in the Healthy U initiative, which is designed to prevent
childhood obesity by instituting behavioral changes in children ages 3 to 13. The
program uses a multi-pronged approach to educate children on proper nutrition,
increase their physical activity and engage parents to get more involved with
their children to lead a healthier lifestyle. The CATCH (Coordinated Approach
To Child Health) program for children  brings schools, families and communities
together to teach children how to be healthy for a lifetime. The healthy behaviors
are reinforced through a coordinated approach in the classroom, cafeteria and
physical education class. The CATCH Healthy U program is the result of a
collaborative partnership between The Horizon Foundation for New Jersey and
the New Jersey YMCA State Alliance which is comprised of all 41 YMCA
member Associations throughout New Jersey. The Horizon Foundation for New
Jersey has awarded $3.45 million in grants for the program, which spans from
January 2008 through December 2015.

Physician to Discuss
Weight Control Factors
GARWOOD — The Garwood

Public Library will present a pro-
gram by Dr. Jason Kaufman of
Advanced Integrated Health in
Springfield on Wednesday, Janu-
ary 21, at 7 p.m.

Dr. Kaufman will highlight some
of the reasons why people gain
weight and cannot shed the ex-
tra pounds, all relating to lifestyle,
rather than food consumption,
although that matters, too. Stress
and hormones will be the focus of
this presentation. Dr. Kaufman
will offer tips and techniques for
controlling both in order to lead
to better weight control.

Registration is required for this
event and may be done in person
at the library, by calling (908)
789-1670, or at the library’s in-
teractive calendar page found on
its website, youseemore.com/
garwood. Library hours are 9
a.m. to 8 p.m., Monday through
Thursday; 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on
Fridays, and 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on
Saturdays. The Garwood Public
Library is located at the corner of
Walnut Street and Third Avenue,
behind the Lincoln School Com-
plex.

CRANFORD — The Wednesday
Morning Club held a business
meeting January 7 and welcomed
a new member, Sue Driscoll of
Mountainside. Diane Hickey, club
vice-president and membership
chairwoman, introduced Mrs.
Driscoll and presented her with a
bouquet of flowers. Mrs. Driscoll,
a registered nurse, retired in May
2014 after working in many ca-
pacities at Children’s Specialized
Hospital.

Co-President Dot Conheeney
gave a donation to John Malar,
director of the Cranford Public
Library, in recognition of the ser-
vices the library provides to the
community. Lorraine Rose, nomi-
nating chairwoman, announced
that current officers will remain
through the end of the club year.

Additionally, the various club
departments have announced up-
coming events. A representative
from the Early Trades and Crafts
Museum in Madison will talk about
the museum’s collection when the

American Arts and Crafts Depart-
ment meets on Tuesday, January
20, at 10 a.m., in the Cranford
Community Center, located at
220 Walnut Avenue.

The book “Following Atticus”
by Tom Ryan will be reviewed by
Fran Huckel and discussed by
members of the Literature De-
partment when it meets at the
home of Joan Carson on Monday,
January 26, at 1 p.m.

The Wednesday Morning Club
is geared toward mature women
living in Union County who have
recently retired or left the work-
place and are seeking new activi-
ties. Participants get together
several times a month to ex-
change ideas and explore areas
of interest in the arts, literature
and public affairs. For informa-
tion or to attend a meeting, call
Diane Hickey at (908) 272-8665.
The next business meeting of the
club will be held on Wednesday,
March 4, at 10 a.m. The board
will meet at 9:30 a.m.

CRANFORD — The Crane’s Ford
DAR completed 2014 with mul-
tiple awards from the National
Society Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution (NSDAR) and the
New Jersey State DAR (NJDAR).

The local chapter was success-
ful in several categories, includ-
ing “Level One Chapter Achieve-
ment Award for Outstanding Ac-
complishments,” indicating the
chapter ranks among the top 47
State DAR chapters. The award
is based on cumulative points in
meeting NSDAR objectives in
American history, education, pa-
triotism and volunteer veteran
services.

Other national DAR awards in-
clude “Celebrate America!” rec-
ognition for “Serving its Commu-
nity.” Additionally, Mary Leonard,

Cranford chapter Regent, re-
ceived the NSDAR “Genealogy
Preservation Committee Award”
for “Outstanding Service in the
Supporting Documentation
Project.”

On the NJDAR state level,
Crane’s Ford was cited for “Out-
standing Conservation Report”
for conservation activities of its
members and was recipient of
the first NJDAR “Acorn Award.”

Locally, Cranford DAR presented
monetary awards and certificates
of excellence to three graduating
seniors: The NSDAR “Good Citi-
zen Award” to a student at both
Cranford High School and Mother
Seton Regional High School, and
the NSDAR Excellence in Ameri-
can History Award at Cranford
High School. The NSDAR Ameri-

personal products baskets and
crafts for a local women’s shel-
ter; assembling food backpacks
for children in need; sorting food
for Cranford Family Cares, and
creating gifts for the veterans at
the Veterans Administration Hos-
pital in Lyons, as well as the
participants of the Meals on
Wheels program and the resi-
dents of Cranford nursing homes.

Janice Grevious, organizer of
the event and recipient of the
2013 Martin Luther King Jr.
Award, will return for her third
year to help create this day of
service. In order to prepare for

the event, Ms. Grevious is asking
participants to bring a package
of diapers, new, unworn socks,
or canned goods the day of the
event.

The group’s goal is to serve at
least 100 children from both the
Community FoodBank of New Jer-
sey and Cranford Family Cares,
as well as 30 families from the
women’s shelter with the clean-
ing products.

For more information about the
event, contact Ms. Grevious at
janicegrevious@gmail.com or
Cindy Hannen at
Cindy@patwin.com.

can History Essay Contest was
conducted in three Cranford
schools, with 12 prizes distrib-
uted in grades 5 through 8.

The Daughters of the American
Revolution is a volunteer service
organization dedicated to his-
toric preservation, education and
patriotism. For membership in
the DAR, a woman must prove
her lineal descent from a patriot
of the American Revolution. DAR
volunteers are always willing to
provide guidance and assistance
with an individual’s search for
ancestors. For more information
on membership, contact Crane’s
Ford Chapter Registrar Patty
Campanelli by e-mail at
patushkat@aol.com or visit the
National DAR website, dar.org.

Cranford DAR Completes Banner Year

Interfaith Comm. to Honor MLK

Wednesday Morning Club
Kicks Off New Year
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