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l'ennemi du journaliste

McGOVERN GETS 3 PINS; CONCINA RECORDS 2 PINS, MAJOR DECISION; CAPECE 3 MDs

Cougar Matmen Rip Clifton, Brearley Bears, No. Bergen
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fresh off a second place finish
in the very competitive
Tunkhannock Mat Tournament in
Pa., the Cranford High School
wrestling team defeated David
Brearley, 58-21, then made up
big time to avenge two losses
last year with a 49-19 triumph
over Clifton and a 43-18 thump-
ing of North Bergen in a Quad
meet in Cranford on January 3.

The Cougars faced Brearley first
and Bear Saverio Salfcas won
the first bout with a 1:12 fall over

Alex Esposito. Cougar heavy-
weight Kevin Doran received a
forfeit then Anthony Capece went
to work on Emanuel Montero with
a double-leg takedown, a four-
point fireman’s takedown, a two-
on-one tilt, an escape, then fol-
lowed up with another takedown
and a two-point nearfall to claim
a 13-1, majority decision at 106-
lbs.

At 113-lbs, Rebecca Pizutto
pinned Jake Quinn in 1:51 to give
the Bears a 12-10 team lead, but
Cougar Tom DiGiovanni punished
Paul Alfano in the first period at

120-lbs with a takedown and a
three-point nearfall, using a
double arm bar, before stacking
him to end the bout in 3:17.

Cougar Chris Scorese also had
a 5-0 lead over Kevin Scozzarro
at 126-lbs before using an under
half nelson to register a pin in
1:30. At 132-lbs, Vince Concino
clamped Bear Liam Savona in a
cradle at 0:49 then Brian
McGovern gave the Cougars a
34-12 lead at 138-lbs when he
settled Tim Murphy with a head-
lock in 2:50.

Bear Charlie Buckley scored a
double-leg takedown in overtime
to nip Mike Nigro, 4-2, at 145-lbs
then Gavin Murray, after scoring
a double-leg takedown used a
walkover arm bar to stick Aly

Mohamed in 1:10. At 160-lbs,
Andrew Tompkins pinned Kevin
Wheat in 1:48 with a chin hook/
arm bar combination. Brearley’s
Eoghan Savona recorded a fall in
1:32 at 170-bs then Cougars
Niko Cappello at 182-lbs and Nick
Ballas at 195-lbs received for-
feits.

Prior to the matches with Clifton
and North Bergen, Murray said,
“Last year, both teams beat us.
We were pretty [disappointed]
about that. It got interesting at
the end, so this should be a good
one. It’s going to be a brawl.”

“I like where we are at right
now. We haven’t beat these
teams in a long time. I can’t even
remember when. We will see how
we do,” Cougar Head Coach Pat
Gorman said.

Clifton got off to a 9-0 start
when Jacob Abill earned a 3-0
decision over Doran at 285-lbs
and Matt DePasque recorded a
pin at 106-lbs, but the Cougars
won the next five bouts, begin-
ning with Capece, who earned a
10-2, majority decision over An-
thony Tudda at 113-lbs.
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DiGiovanni pinned Chris Zaccone
in 1:28 at 120-lbs and Scorese
pinned Alex Rodriguez in 26 sec-
onds at 126-lbs. Concina pinned
Mohammed Abualhuda in 0:38
at 132-lbs then McGovern pinned
Sherif Habib in 2:55 at 138-lbs.

Murray received a forfeit at 152-
lbs then Tompkins (160) defeated
Tiberiu Rizea, 5-0. Cappello
pinned Andrii Denyliuk in 39 sec-
onds at 182-lbs, Ballas pinned
Chris Meja in 1:25 at 195-lbs and
Esposito pinned Anaes Allan in
1:56 at 220-lbs.

In the match against North
Bergen, Capece claimed a 14-4,
majority decision, but the bout
of the day went in DiGiovanni’s
corner at 120-lbs when he
claimed a 6-2 decision over Dan

Ortega, a region runner-up last
year. Scorese won, 6-0, Concina
grabbed a 9-1, majority decision
and McGovern won by fall. Nigro
won 4-2 at 145-lbs.

Murray pinned his opponent,
Tompkins and Cappello both
claimed 9-1, majority decisions
and Ballas eked out a 3-2, over-
time victory at 195-lbs.

CRANFORD 58, BREARLEY 21:
220: — Salfcas (B) p Esposito, 1:12
Hwt: — Doran (C) won forfeit
106: — Capece (C) md Montero, 13-1
113: — Pizuto (B) p Quinn, 1:51
120: — DiGiovanni (C) p Alfano, 3:17
126: — Scorese (C) p Scozzarro, 1:30
132: — Concina (C) p Savona, 0:49
138: — McGovern (C) p Murphy, 2:50
145: — Buckley (B) d Nigro, 4-2 OT
152: — Murray (C) p Mohamed, 1:10
160: — Tompkins (C) p Wheat, 1:48
170: — Savona (B) won fall 1:32
182: — Cappello (C) won forfeit
195: — Ballas (C) won forfeitProbitas Verus Honos

Cougar Matmen Crush Clifton,
Brearley Bears, North Bergen
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MURRAY (152), CAPECE (106), CONCINA (132) GET 1ST; SCORESE (126), CAPPELLO (182) 2ND

Cougar Matmen Take 2nd at Tunkhannock Mat Tourney
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Gavin Murray, Anthony Capece
and Vince Concina took top hon-
ors in their respective weight
classes to lead the Cranford High
School wrestling team to a sec-
ond place finish at the
Tunkhannock Kiwanis Tourna-
ment featuring 26 teams in
Tunkhannock, Pa. on December
29-30. Wyalusing, Pa. took the
team title with 241 points and
the Cougars finished with 197.5
points.

“It was a little disappointing to
come in second. I thought that
we were in the running the whole
tournament. I really had our
sights on finally winning a tour-
nament. Coming in second was a
little bit of a shortcoming, but
other than that I think that we
were very successful. A lot of
Pennsylvania teams are recog-
nizing us and our style of wres-
tling. It was a good experience
for the kids. We had 10 in the
quarters, eight in the semis and
we punched five of them into the
final with three champs,” Cougar
Head Coach Pat Gorman said.

“We went in looking to win it, so
it was kind of a disappointment
coming out. It was good team
bonding. We wrestled well. Some
of the guys cleaned up a lot and
wrestled a lot better than in the
previous season. It was good to
see that,” Murray said.

Murray began his journey to-
ward the 152-lb crown with a 59
second fall over Jake Tomdonis
(Lake Lehman — LL). Next, he
decisioned Nick Carr (Abington
Heights — AH), 6-2, then pinned
Zack Briggs (Wyoming Area —
WA) in 5:04. In his title bout,
Murray claimed an 11-1, major-
ity decision over Matt Judge
(Wyalusing — W).

“They really didn’t like us. A ton
of calls did not go our way. When
we would win, everything would
be quiet. When they won it would
be loud and everyone would be
cheering for them. They had the
hometown favorites, but we kind
of liked that,” Murray said.

Capece pinned Luke Adzema
(Mt. Carmel) in 0:57 then showed
Dave Gavek (Tunkhannock Area
— TA) the lights in 2:47. After
defeating Noah Surianna (AH),
10-5, in the semifinals, Capece
seized the 106-lb crown with a
1:52 fall over Jeff Bennett
(Hanover Area — HA).

Concina, competing at 132-lbs,

settled Liam Moyle (Scranton
Prep — SP) in 32 seconds then
edged Bob Hawkins (Coughlin),
3-1. In his semi bout, Concina
gained a forfeit then earned the
title with a 4-2 decision over
Aaron Kliamovich (Wyoming
Seminary).

Cougar Chris Scorese came
about as close as one could get to
a title. He began with a technical
fall over Riley Walker (North Penn
— NP) then added a 13-4 major-
ity decision over Josh Brown
(Coughlin). In the semis, Scorese
tallied a 14-2, majority decision
over Dakota Quick (TA) to ad-
vance to the 126-lb champion-

ship bout where he dropped a 7-
6 decision to Charlie Johnson (WA)

Cougar junior Niko Cappello
placed second at 182-lbs when
he was on the low side of a 6-1
decision to Derek Dragon (LL) in
the title bout. Previously,
Cappello pinned Codi Tunnicliff
(Wyoming Area) in 0:28 then
grabbed an 8-0, majority deci-
sion over Derek Nunez (Coughlin)
and followed with a 2:33 pin over
Damian Foshay (Honesdale).
Cougar Nick Ballas placed eighth
at 195-lbs.

At 120-lbs, Tom DiGiovanni
pinned Corbin Smith (Mt. View)
in 0:43 then pinned Brett Uhrin

(W) in 1:36. After dropping a 6-
0 decision to Zach Beckner (War-
ren County), DiGiovanni topped
his next opponent, 7-0, then
claimed third place with a 2-1
decision over Jake Richards (TA).

Andrew Tompkins placed third
at 160-lbs and began his journey
with a 1:14 pin over Bruce Parola
(SP). Next, he beat Brandon Butry
(Coughlin), 8-4, then lost, 5-3,
to Blake Panko (Mt. Carmel).
Tompkins went on to defeat Josh
Brown (Western Wayne), 5-1,
then grabbed third with a 4-2
decision over Jim Stuart (LL).

Brian McGovern placed fifth at
145-lbs when he defeated Pat
Park (Montrose), 5-0. Earlier,
McGovern pinned Pat Connell in
1:11 then lost a 12-10, overtime
decision to Mike Martey (TA). In
the wrestlebacks, he grabbed an
11-2, majority decision over Noah
Rakowski (HA), pinned Jacob
Myers (NP) in 2:09 then lost, 8-3,
to Tyler Shanholtz (Warren Area).

Dave Busch, who placed sixth
at 138-lbs, began with a 1:29 pin
of Zack Qulton (Lakawanna
Area). He then beat Damon
Whipple (Sayre), 9-7, just be-
fore being disqualified in his next
bout.

“I thought Vince Concina
wrestled really well. Anthony
Capece had his breakout tourna-
ment and I thought Andrew
Tompkins wrestled really well,”
Murray said.

“McGovern wrestled a great
tournament. He had two seconds
left in one match and he got
caught in a throw and that put
him in the wrestlebacks, but I
think a little bit more in that one
match and he would have been in
the finals, as well,” Coach Gorman
said.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TOTAL CONTROL ON TOP…Cougar Gavin Murray, top, works a tight waist and wrist control maneuver on Brearley
Bear Aly Mohamed during the Quad match with Brearley, Clifton and North Bergen.

Probitas Verus Honos

Story on page 12

of The Westfield Leader
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PACE NETS 18 POINTS, MacLELLAND PUMP IN 16 POINTS, SPEER PULLS DOWN 10 REBOUNDS

Cougars Win Cougar Invt’l, Wobble West Orange, 53-33
By ALEX LOWE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

After a slow start to their sea-
son, the Cranford High School
Cougars girls basketball team is
finally beginning to show their
claws. Lyndsay Pace scored 18
points as Cranford surged past
West Orange, 53-33, in the final
of the Cougar Classic held on
December 29 in Cranford.
Cranford broke open a close
game by outscoring the visitors
19-10 in the third quarter in
building a 40-26 lead. The Cou-
gars turned in a fine overall team
effort in winning their second
straight game and evening their
season record at 2-2.

“I’m very pleased with the re-
sult today,” said Cranford Head
Coach Jackie Dyer. “There were
a lot of questions based on how

we played in losing our first couple
of games of the season. But we
played a consistent game today.
That is something we have to
strive do the rest of the way.”

Junior Cerys MacLelland (4 as-
sists) chipped in 16 points and
pulled down five rebounds for
Cranford. Center Isabella Speer
(4 points, 2 blocks), also a junior,
added 10 rebounds. Erin Meixner
(4 rebounds) netted nine points.
Sarah Ross had five assists.

“It helps that we have a nice
inside/outside combination of
scorers,” said Dyer. “We had that
two seasons ago when we won
the sectionals.”

Against West Orange, that in-
side/outside combo was in full
effect. MacLelland provided the
inside points. Whether convert-
ing on post moves, put backs or

slashing drives through the lane,
MacLelland was always around
the basket. Pace provided the
long-range bombs, sinking three
of the team’s four 3-pointers on
the day.

“This was definitely one of our
better efforts of the season,” said
Pace. “We started off well and
kept pushing for all four quar-
ters. I think as long as we are
working together as a team we
can accomplish a lot of good
things. We feel like we want to
prove ourselves this year.”

After a back and forth start in
the first quarter, the Cougars
clawed to a 21-16 lead by the
halftime break. In the third quar-
ter, the Cougars began to gradu-
ally pull away as they easily
passed the ball over and through
the Mountaineer press defense.

A three-point basket by Pace
extended the hosts’ lead to 26-
20. Pace would score five of the
Cougars’ next seven points as
they built to a 36-23 lead with
two minutes remaining in the
third quarter.

“We controlled the game,” said
Speer. “We are always strong
rebounding and boxing out and I
think we did that very well today.
We really began to break their
press with great success in the
third quarter. Cerys [MacLelland]
really moves well to the basket in
transition and we scored a lot of
points off of that.”

In the fourth quarter, Pace and
MacLelland helped put the game
away for good by combining for
seven straight points and build-
ing the Cougar lead to 49-27
with just 3:30 to play. Cranford
held a 33-25 advantage in re-
bounds and sank four 3-point

baskets compared to just two by
West Orange for the game.

Last season Pace and
MacLelland were part of a very
young team that finished 11-13.
This year’s edition features six
juniors on the 11-player roster.

“Last year was something of a
rebuilding year for us,” said Dyer.
“We lost six seniors heading into
that year and we really were a
team of babies as far as experi-
ence goes. Now all those girls,
who were sophomores last sea-
son, are juniors now with a full
year of playing experience under
their belts. That definitely helps.”

Jasmin Boone-Alexandre re-
corded 10 points to lead West
Orange. Candis Ferrell had seven
points, Sidney Gordon had five
and Madison Mitchell and Jewel
Burnett had four each.
West Orange   9   7 10   7 33
Cranford   9 12 19 13 53

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD ATHLETES OF THE WEEK...Winter track senior Anna Fitch led
both the 4x400 and 4x800 relay teams to first place finishes at the FDU Relays this
past weekend. Senior TJ Colter added three more medals to his already impressive
season total with third, fourth and fifth place finishes at the FDU Meet.

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Pictured, left to right, are: juniors Katarina Polyviou, Isabella Speer, Julia Shork, Lyndsay Pace and Cerys MacLelland.

Story on page 12

of The Westfield Leader

Photo in The Westfield Leader
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WF’S KNAPP, SCOTT SCORE 15 POINTS EACH; SPEER SINKS 10 POINTS, GETS 11 REBOUNDS

Blue Devils’ 1-2 Punch KO’s Lady Cougar Cagers, 56-34
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior guard Jackie Knapp
sank 13 of her 15 points in the
second quarter then senior
guard Lil Scott bucketed nine of
her 15 points in the third quar-
ter to give the Westfield High
School girls basketball team the
1-2 punch it needed to knock
the Cranford Cougars out of their
game plan en route to a 56-34
victory in Westfield on January
3. The Lady Cougars, fresh off
winning their Cougar Invita-
tional Tournament, slipped to
2-3, while the Blue Devils im-
proved to 3-2.

The Cougars did own the first
quarter, 13-8, but once the Lady

Blue Devils got into their
rhythm, it was smooth sailing
for the remainder of the game.

“We were getting good shots,
but they were not falling for us.
Then when we got our rhythm
going, we were good to go. The
one thing that has been consis-
tent throughout this season has
been our girls’ attitude. They
are all positive. They approach
each game as a new day. They
never point fingers and they all
stick together,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Liz McKeon said.

Knapp also had two rebounds,
an assist and a pair of steals,
and Scott had five rebounds,
two assists, a steal and a blocked
shot. But the 1-2 punchers also
received plenty of assistance
from their teammates. Sopho-
more guard Danielle Rinaldi net-

ted nine points and added two
steals and an assist. Sopho-
more Hannah Liddy, who had
seven points and two assists,
provided a presence under the
boards with eight rebounds, two
blocks and a steal. Junior for-
ward Amalia Montes grabbed
five rebounds and added four
points. Sophomore Shannon
Devitt (3 steals), Abby Demers
(rebound) and Grace Elliott (as-
sist) each contributed two
points.

Knapp scored the first 10
points of a 15-0 run and topped
it off with a 3-pointer before
Cougar junior center Bela Speer
rolled in a pair of buckets and
sank two free throws. Rinaldi
scored seven of her points, in-
cluding a 3-pointer, as the Blue
Devils won the second quarter,

22-6, to take a 30-19 lead at
the half.

“We changed our defense and
we got a lot of steals up top.
Danielle and I were playing up
top. Our post players did a re-
ally good job of pressuring up.
If they [Cranford] threw a lob
pass, they were able to steal it,

and Danielle and I were able to
run. She made a lot of nice
passes then it set off like a fire,
the whole team. All the sudden,
we started running and we ran
them off the court,” Knapp said.
“It’s always fun when it is a
team effort to win the game.”

“Danielle is stepping up. She
played very well today. She
played very well in our Christ-
mas tournament. Like I said in
the beginning of the season, we
want to run and gun. Once we
get our transition offense go-
ing, we are hard to beat,” Coach
McKeon said.

Knapp ran into foul trouble,
but after Cougar Lindsay Pace
sank a pair of free throws at the
beginning of the third quarter,
Scott sparked a 15-1 run with

Photos by Joe Rinaldi

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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her nine points, including a 3-
pointer.

“Jac was in foul trouble. I think
our team is really well rounded
in a sense, even though Jac could
not be in, so we can continue
scoring, making steals and mak-
ing adjustments. Maybe I score
a lot, but I got a lot of passes
from my team. Our defensive
play was strong from all the
players on our team. That trans-
lates into points,” Scott said.

“That’s the best about having
two of them. They will focus on
one and then the other one gets
hot. They play off of each other,”
Coach McKeon said.

Speer was an ominous pres-
ence under the boards and had
a game high 11 rebounds, while
also leading her team with 10
points.

“We knew going into the game
that we had to always have a
body on her, because she is
bigger than all our players. We

made sure we had her boxed
out. Shannon, Amalia and
Hannah did a really good job of
getting between her and the
basket,” Knapp said.

“Our big girls did a really good
job of boxing out and getting
the rebounds. As a result, they
were able to pass quickly so we
could get the points. A lot of
times their work goes uncred-
ited, but we definitely appreci-
ate it. They were a key part in
making sure that girl [Speer]
wasn’t the big factor today,”
Scott said.

Cougar junior guard Sarah Ross
sank nine points and had four
rebounds. Junior guard Cerys
MacLelland scored all five of her
points in the first quarter and
added a pair of assists and six
rebounds. Pace had five points,
two rebounds and an assist. Se-
nior guard Erin Meixner had two
points and two rebounds. Cam
Wichelns had three rebounds and

an assist, Maya Lawler had two
points and Katarina Polyviou
sank a free throw.

The Cougars won the final
quarter, 12-11, led by Ross with
six points and Speer with four.

The Blue Devils have a solid
week of Union County competi-
tion on the horizon with games
against Oak Knoll, Roselle
Catholic and New Providence.

“We have a tough schedule.
There’s no easy wins upcoming,
so we got to approach each
game with the same intensity
that we do with every other
game,” Coach McKeon said.
Cranford 13   6   3 12 34
Westfield   8 22 15 11 56

Blue Devils’ 1-2 Punch KO’s Lady Cougars, 56-34

See More Photos By
David B. Corbin

on Next Page

These Photos by Joe Rinaldi
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* Westfield Blue Devils’ 1-2 Punch KO’s Cranford Lady Cougar Cagers, 56-34 *
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Lombardo Takes Reins
As Garwood’s New Mayor

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Former seven-
term councilman Charles
Lombardo took the reins as
Garwood’s 30th mayor on Janu-
ary 2, stating his focus for the
upcoming year as parking, rede-
velopment and tax impact.

Mr. Lombardo, a Democrat who
defeated Republican Sal Piarulli
in the November election by 21
votes out of more than 1,200
cast, took the oath of office along
with returning council members
Lou Petruzzelli, who was elected
to a third consecutive term, and
Sara Todisco, who also won re-
election.

“I will support responsible de-
velopment, the key word being
responsible,” Mr. Lombardo said
in his first address as mayor.

The Garwood Planning Board,
in the past year, has approved

the building of an expanded
mixed-use building across from
the Garwood Mall on South Av-
enue that will include 12 apart-
ments and 5,000 square feet of
retail space and okayed a use
variance for nine townhomes off
Fourth Avenue.

The board and council in the
past year also have discussed
the largely abandoned industrial
properties of the old Casale
manufacturing plant on South
Avenue and the Garwood Paper-
board site on North Avenue.

Mr. Lombardo, who was on
council from 1987 to 2007, ap-
pointed himself – as well as reap-
pointing Bruce Paterson – to a
one-year term on the planning
board. Mr. Paterson, who was
appointed to the planning board
last year by former Mayor Pat
Quattrocchi, is one of four
plantiffs who has sued the board

over the Fourth Avenue
townhomes.

Westfield Leader Publisher
Horace Corbin and his brother,
Assistant Publisher David Corbin,
are two other plaintiffs.

Paul Tarantino, husband of
Councilwoman Ann Tarantino,
Gene Jannotti and Michael Vena
will return to the board for four-
year terms, while Mrs.
Quattrocchi was moved to an
alternate and will join Craig
McCarrick, Tim Hak and new-
comer Steve Napolitano in that
role.

Councilman Bill Nierstedt also
will return for a one-year term on
the planning board. Chairman
Steven Greet, Robert Scherer and
Kathleen Villaggio remain on the
board. Al Del Conte and Ileen
Cuccaro, the other board mem-
ber who is a plaintiff in the Fourth
Avenue matter, will not return to
the planning board.

With Councilman Mike Martin
absent, the council unanimously
elected Mr. Nierstedt as presi-
dent.

Mr. Lombardo and Mr. Nierstedt
will oversee an unchanged coun-
cil from last year with four Demo-
crats — Mr. Petruzzelli, Ms.
Todisco, Mrs. Tarantino and Mr.
Nierstedt — and two Republi-
cans, Mr. Martin and Jim Mathieu.

Both Mr. Lombardo and Mr.
Mathieu said they did not expect
the level of rancor that has ex-
isted the past several years, es-
pecially between Mrs. Quattrocchi
– who was defeated in the June
Primary by the Mathieu-backed
Mr. Piarulli – and her fellow Re-
publican.

“I think so, I really do,” Mr.
Lombardo said. “I think I can
bring a little more of my educa-
tion of being on the council 21

CF Reorganizes; Kalnins
Re-Appointed As Mayor
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Members of the
township committee were ad-
ministered their oaths of office
Thursday at the governing body’s
reorganization meeting. Mayor
Andis Kalnins was appointed to a
second year as mayor, a rarity in
the township committee, which
has seen 36 mayors serve the
township in the last 40 years,
Mayor Kalnins said.

“The stability that this continu-
ity will bring will allow us to hit
the ground running in 2015 and
continue what we have already
set,” Mayor Kalnins said of this
decision.

New Jersey Assembly Minority
Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield) administered the oaths
of office to Mayor Kalnins and
Deputy Mayor Lisa Adubato, who
were both re-elected for second
terms in November.

Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21st,
Westfield) administered the oaths
of office to Mayor Kalnins and
Deputy Mayor Adubato to their
posts as chairman and vice-chair-
woman.

Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz
(R-21st, Summit) also was in
attendance.

The Reverend Monsignor Timo-
thy Shugrue of St. Michael Ro-
man Catholic Church in Cranford
gave the invocation, followed by
the flag salute led by the police
and fire honorary color guard.

In his mayoral address, Mayor
Kalnins quoted President Ronald
Reagan, saying, “The greatest
leader is not necessarily the one
who does the greatest things. He
is the one that gets the people to
do the greatest things.”

He noted the new township ad-
ministrator, new chief of police,
new chief financial officer and

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
SWEARING IN…Assembly Minority Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield),
right, administers the oath of office to Deputy Mayor Lisa Adubato, left, who was
re-elected for a second term as a Cranford Township Committee member in 2014,
at the committee’s re-orginization meeting Thursday.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader
NEWLY INSTALLED…Charles Lombardo, center, takes the oath of office as
mayor of Garwood from Borough Administrator Christina Ariemma, right, as
Mr. Lombardo's wife, Carol Lombardo, left, looks on. CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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new engineer who were put in
place by the township commit-
tee. “They have all made great
strides,” he said.

Developing a plan for commu-
nication with citizens, moving
forward on stormwater manage-
ment projects, road improve-
ments and rail improvements,
and supporting the One-Seat
(train) Ride to New York City on
NJ Transit’s Raritan Valley Line
were some of the issues the
committee is looking to work on
in 2015, the mayor said.

In his conclusion, he welled
up as he thanked his family for
their support.

The mayoral appointments of
township commissioners are:
Commissioner of Finance, Ms.
Adubato; Commissioner of Pub-
lic Safety, Mary O’Connor; Com-
missioner of Public Works/Engi-
neering, Robert D’Ambola, and
Commissioner of Public Affairs,
Thomas Hannen, Jr. This repre-
sents no change from 2014.

Two members of the planning
board whose seats were expir-
ing were not reappointed. Board
Secretary Kevin Illing and Board
Alternate Bob Pipchick, both
Democrats, were not reap-
pointed to the board.

The mayoral appointments to
the planning board were Lynda
Feder as a Class IV Member for
a four-year term ending De-
cember 31, 2018, and Donna
Pedde as a Class IV Member for
a four-year term ending De-
cember 31, 2018.

Michael Petrucci was ap-
pointed as an alternate no. 1
member for a two-year term
ending December 31, 2016 and
Julie Didzbalis as an alternate
no. 2 member to fill an unex-
pired term ending December
31, 2015.

Mr. Illing was appointed as a
member of the zoning board of
adjustment. Jeffrey Pistol was
appointed to another term as a

member of that board.
The committee approved, by

a 4-to-1 vote, a resolution to
rehire Carl O’Brien of Maser Con-
sulting as the township engi-
neer with a term expiring at the
end of the year, as well as a
resolution to have Maser Con-
sulting supply in-house engi-
neering services at a rate not to
exceed $25,000. Mr. Hannen
was the sole dissenter.

Attorney Diane Dabulas was
appointed as township attorney
for another year, ending De-
cember 31, 2015.

Mark Cassidy was re-ap-
pointed as Municipal Court judge
for a three-year term expiring
December 31, 2017, with Union
County State Superior Court As-
signment Judge Karen Cassidy,
his wife, administering the oath
of office.

The committee approved a
resolution to authorize cash in-
centives to employees wishing
to waive health benefits.
Twenty-five percent, or $5,000,
whichever is less, of the amount
saved by the township will be
provided to the employee as
the incentive.

The Westfield Leader was
added as a legal newspaper,
and Tap into Cranford was added
as an electronic news source, to
post township notices.

The next township committee
official meeting will be held
Tuesday, January 13.

years. The biggest tribute to me
is if we never have a (roll call)
vote.”

Mr. Mathieu agreed.
“I think my main role will be as

a watchdog and to represent a
dissenting point of view where
appropriate, not for its own sake,”
said Mr. Mathieu, who confirmed
he believes it will be better going
forward.

“Absolutely. I don’t think it could
be worse. (Mr. Lombardo) is a
man of character. They all are,”
he stated.

However, Mr. Mathieu ab-
stained from voting on a 31-item
consent agenda, which contained
several administrative and pro-
tocol items such as reappointing
Mr. Nierstedt to the planning
board and Bob Renaud as bor-
ough attorney and mileage reim-
bursement for attendance at
meetings.

But since the consent agenda
was presented to council mem-
bers “five minutes” before the
meeting, Mr. Mathieu said there
were other items, such as the
bylaws, which he said he did not
have sufficient time to read in
their entirety and therefore could
not vote.

With his abstention, the agenda
passed unanimously. Among the
consent agenda items was the
appointment of Gary Bundy to a
three-year term as municipal
court judge. Mr. Bundy replaces
Antonio Inacio, who was accused
in 2013 of an ethics violation for
intervening in a matter involving
Mr. Petruzzelli’s teenage daugh-
ter to avoid her having to attend
Alcoholics Anonymous meetings.

Mr. Lombardo also announced
his standing committee appoint-
ments and the creation of a five-
member “administrative review
committee” to review proce-
dures, comprised of himself, Mrs.
Tarantino, Ms. Todisco, Borough
Administrator Christina Ariemma
and Chief Financial Officer Sandra

Bruns.
Mr. Petruzzelli was made chair-

man of the Finance Committee,
replacing Ms. Todisco – who re-
mains on the panel, along with
Mr. Martin.

Ms. Todisco will take over the
Streets, Roads and Ecology panel
from Mr. Nierstedt, who remains,
and will be joined by Mr.
Petruzzelli.

Mr. Mathieu will head the Build-
ings and Grounds Committee; Mr.
Martin will chair Laws and Li-
censes; Mrs. Tarantino will lead
the Police, Public Health and Safety

Committee with Mr. Mathieu as
the Board of Health liaison, and
Mr. Nierstedt will be the chairman
of the Fire Committee.

In other matters, Mr. Mathieu
noted that the police force will
see the retirement of an officer
at the end of January. Sgt. Mario
Morelli, who is leaving after 25
years, endorsed a quick replace-
ment. Three years after the re-
tirement of Chief William Legg in
2011, the force returned to its
usual complement of 16 — 15
uniformed officers plus the chief
— this past year.

CF Reorganizes; Kalnins Mayor Lombardo Takes Reins as Garwood’s New Mayor

Former Sheriff Candidate Comments
On Qualifications for Office in NJ

I wanted to share a few thoughts
since the November election. I
have done some checking since
then and I wondered if you knew
what the requirements were to
run for County Sheriff in NJ (not
specific to Union County). The
requirements are as follows:

1 - A candidate must be 21
years of age or above.

2 - A candidate must reside in
his/her county for three years in
order to run for Sheriff.

That’s it – there are no other
current requirements to my
knowledge. There are no require-
ments in regard to education or
experience.

I find this clear lack of require-
ments to assume a law enforce-
ment post disturbing. Especially
when you consider the position
of County Sheriff is a position of
trust – and one where the sheriff
has access to confidential infor-
mation among other things.

Perhaps it is time for New Jer-
sey to enter the 21st century and
create true professional stan-
dards in order to run for, and

assume the office of County Sher-
iff in New Jersey. There is no
doubt in my mind that the cur-
rent requirements (or lack there
of) are obsolete.

I would like to recommend the
following “basic” requirements:

1 - Must have a 4 year degree
from an accredited college or
university.

2 - Must have graduated from a
county, state, or federal law en-
forcement academy.

3 - Must undergo a State Police
administered polygraph exami-
nation along with a thorough
background investigation.

4 - Must have a minimum of 10
years experience or more as a
law enforcement officer at the
local, county, state, or federal
level.

In addition I would add the
following “preferred” require-
ments:

1 - Must have a minimum of 15
years experience or more as a
law enforcement officer at the
local, county, state, or federal
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Mayor, Andis Kalnins
Deputy Mayor, Lisa M. Adubato
Township Commissioners:

Commissioner of Finance  –  Lisa
M. Adubato; Commissioner of
Public Safety – Mary O’Connor;
Commissioner of Public Works/
Engineering  –  Robert D’Ambola;
Commissioner of Public Affairs –
Thomas H. Hannen, Jr.

Planning Board – Lynda Feder,
Class IV Member; Donna Pedde,
Class IV Member; Michael
Petrucci, Alternate No. 1 Mem-
ber; Julie Didzbalis, Alternate No.
2 Member

Library Board – Judith Lannin
Panagakos, Commissioner Rob-
ert D’Ambola as Commissioner/
Liaison; Leo McMahon as associ-
ate member

Emergency Management Coun-
cil – Thomas H. Hannen, Jr.,
coordinator; Police Chief James
Wozniak and Fire Chief Leonard
R. Dolan III, deputy coordina-
tors; Mayor Andis Kalnins; Town-
ship Administrator Terence Wall;
Monika Koscova-Jencik, Sanitar-
ian; Supt. of Schools Gayle
Carrick; Township Engineer Carl
O’Brien; Public Works Superin-
tendent Steven Wardell; Con-
struction Code Official Richard
Belluscio; TV35 Representative,
Edward Davenport; Citizen Rep-
resentative, Dr. Margaret (Peg)
Pipchick; Consultant, Ron
Marotta; Support Team mem-
ber, Michael Beams

Environmental Commission –
Steve Jandoli, Carol Berns,
Donald Jones, Ronald Margulis
as Alternate No. 1 member,
Daniel Aschenbach, Alyssa
Frediani, David Greta, John
Hrebin, William King, Frank
Klapinski, Edward O’Malley,
Patricia Pavlak, Ana Pinto,
Lawrence Russo and Mary Sudiak
as associate members, Nelson
Dittmar, chairman, Mary
O’Connor, commissioner/liaison

Historic Preservation Advisory
Board – Teresa Montani, Class B
member; Maureen McDougall,
Class C member; Carolyn Youngs,
Class C member; William King,
Class C/Alternate No. 1; Alice
Bellante, Victor Bary, Michael
Mason, Julie Murphy, Nancy Price
and Stephen Price, associate
members; Maureen Strazdon,
chairwoman, and Deputy Mayor
Lisa M. Adubato, as commis-
sioner/liaison.

Tree Advisory Board – Marya
Helmstetter, Steven Wardell,
James Nichnadowicz as county
advisor; Edward Helmstetter,
James Murphy, Julie Murphy and
Miriam Moody as associate mem-
bers and Commissioner Robert
D’Ambola as commissioner/liai-
son

Board of Education Liaison,
Commissioner Thomas H.
Hannen, Jr.; Municipal Court
Judge – Mark J. Cassidy (three
years); Township Engineer – Carl
O’Brien; Township Attorney –
Diane Dabulas; Risk Management
Consultant – Willis of New Jer-
sey, Inc.; Tax Collector –
Catherine Hendrickson

Auditors – Suplee Clooney and
Company; Bond Counsel – Steven
Rogut of Rogut McCarthy LLC

Public Defender – John DeMassi
of Schiller and Pittenger; Alter-
nate Public Defender – Jared B.
Weiss of Fruchter, Weiss and
Associates; Municipal Prosecu-
tor – Robert P. Donovan; Alter-
nate Municipal Prosecutor – Paul

level.
2 - A Masters Degree or above

from an accredited college, uni-
versity, or law school.

These recommendations are
simply a starting point which
could be added to, or adjusted. I
believe requirements such as
these should be put in place state-
wide sooner rather than later.
Such requirements would exclude
candidates like Mr. Cryan who
had practically no concrete law
enforcement experience or train-
ing to offer. I might point out that
although Mr. Cryan was “elected”
he would never meet the stan-
dards to be “hired” by any law
enforcement agency.

I might also point out that I
forwarded a very similar email to
several Republican office hold-
ers recommending legislation to
this effect and have received no
reply.

Michael C. Ince
Garwood

Scalia; Labor Attorney – McElroy,
Deutsch, Mulvaney and Carpen-
ter, LLP; Health Services – Town
of Westfield Regional Health De-
partment

Commissioner Mary O’Connor,
commissioner liaison for senior
citizen issues; Mayor Andis
Kalnins, commissioner liaison to
the Chamber of Commerce

Airplane Noise Pollution Com-
mittee – Wayne D. Greenstone,
William Ilaria, Jeff Pistol, Michael
Rockliff and Commissioner/Liai-
son Mary O’Connor

Union County Air Traffic Noise
Advisory – Barbara S. Krause
and William Ilaria; Bicycle Safety
Board – Police Chief James
Wozniak, Lieutenant Edward
Davenport, Detective Steven
D’Ambola, chairman; Michael
Caulfield, Charles Kerman, Linda
Vultaggio, Susan C. Wilson, and
Commissioner/Liaison Mary
O’Connor

Buildings, Grounds and Real
Property Committee – Mayor
Andis Kalnins, chairman; Deputy
Mayor Lisa M. Adubato; Town-
ship Administrator Terence M.

Wall, Township Attorney Diane
Dabulas, Tax Assessor Peter J.
Barnett; and Township Engineer
Carl O’Brien

Cable TV Advisory Committee
– Edward Davenport, Jerry Dob-
bins, Christine Hoffman, George
McDonough, Anne Occi, Robert
Pipchick, Michael Plick, Stephen
Robertazzi, John Salerno, Donald
C. Smith, Ann Steinbach, George
Steinbach, Donna Vaupel,
Bernhard Wagenblast, and Com-
missioner/Chairperson Mary
O’Connor

Downtown District Manage-
ment Corporation – Steve Needle
and Clara Nunziato

Flood Control Advisory Com-
mittee – Commissioner/Liaison,
Thomas H. Hannen, Jr., Town-
ship Engineer Carl O’Brien, En-
gineering Consultant Gregory
Sgroi, Daniel J. Aschenbach,
Mark Bagniewski, Cynthia Ballis,
Jo Ann Boyle, Richard
Buontempo, Robert Colonna,
John DeCotiis, Cindy Gallagher,
Walter Gallagher, Ellen Hunt,
Louis Lambe, Dr. Paul Lioy,
Ronald Margulis, James
Masterson, Nicholas Melchiorre,
Emil Metz, Elaine Meyer, Joseph
Musillo, Barry O’Donovan,
Michael Pender, Judy Pender,
Robert I. Puhak, Jonathan
Schrier, Jeremy Tomlinson and
Dr. Saul Zucker

Grievance Committee – Daniel
J. Aschenbach; David W.
Robinson and Carolyn Vollero,
alternate members; Ed Force,
chairman

Planning Board – Mayor Andis
Kalnins, as Class I member, and
Mary O’Connor, township repre-
sentative, Class III member

Raritan Valley Rail Coalition –
Hugh Welsh, liaison; Zoning
Board of Adjustment – Jeffrey
Pistol and Kevin Illing

Floraphile Club Posts
Meeting January 20

CRANFORD — The Floraphile
Garden Club of Cranford will  meet
on Tuesday, January 20, at 12:30
p.m., at the Cranford Commu-
nity Center to view a video en-
titled The Art & Practice of Gar-
dening: England, Ireland &
America. This video features ev-
ery major garden style and prac-
tice from noteworthy private and
public gardens. Guests are wel-
come.

If interested in joining the
Floraphile Garden Club of
Cranford or for more information
on upcoming events, contact
Mary Ellen at
mecrafts@verizon.net or like the
club on Facebook at
f a c e b o o k . c o m /
floraphilegardenclub. The
Cranford Community Center is
located at 220 Walnut Avenue,
Cranford.

Clark UNICO Sponsors
Flea Market, Craft Show
CLARK – On Saturday, January

17 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. a flea
market and craft show will be
held at Arthur L. Johnson High
School, 365 Westfield Ave. (off
Raritan Road), Clark.

Admission to the event is free.
There will be over 50 exhibitors
displaying an array of quality
merchandise such as oil & in-
cense, handbags, sports col-
lectibles, jewelry for all ages,
clothing, dollar items, gift items,
gloves & scarves, toys, perfumes,
antiques & collectibles, garage/
tag sale items all at bargain
prices. The event is sponsored
by Clark UNICO. For more infor-
mation call (201) 998-1144 or
email events@jcpromotions.info.
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