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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Free throws may have domi-
nated the fourth quarter, but the
Westfield High School boys bas-
ketball team began to separate
itself from the Cranford Cougars
late in the second quarter with
back-to-back 3-pointers en route
to a 58-40 victory in the second
round of the Union County Tour-
nament in Westfield on February
18.

The two 3-pointers just before
the half snapped a 20-20 tie and
came off the hands of Blue Devils
Parker Hess and Matt LaCorte,
respectively. Hess finished the
game with eight points, includ-
ing a second 3-pointer, and
LaCorte finished with 10 points,
including another 3-pointer.

“We didn’t play well in the sec-
ond half. That’s all it is,” Cougar
Head Coach Ryan Huber said.
“They made some shots. We
didn’t. They hit two threes right
before the half and that made it
a six-point game. In the second
half, we came out flat and didn’t
get it done.”

Free throw shooting had been a
problem for the 12-8 Blue Devils
but not this time as they com-
bined to sink 20 of 28 shots (71
percent) and 15 of their 17 points
in the fourth quarter came from
the charity line and the primary
shooter was senior point guard
Dan Mitchell (3 assists, 6 re-

bounds), who hit 12 in the quar-
ter and finished with 16 points.

“It’s honestly been a struggle
of ours this season, and it’s good
coming down the stretch to be

able to hit free throws. We are
going to need them, because if
we don’t hit free throws, we are
not going to beat any of these
powerhouses,” Mitchell said. “So

it’s good to get some confidence
from the line this game.”

Blue Devil junior Owen Murray
had a field night finding the right

teammate to pass the ball to and
finished with eight assists.

“Basically we try to get to the
rim as much as we can. With the
shooters that we have. If I am

getting played hard, I can always
trust the guys on the outside and
get it out to them for the three
[pointer],” Murray said.

Murray also had his share of
rebounds with nine and points
with 12. Sean Elliott (4 points)

BLUE DEVIL MITCHELL NETS 16 POINTS, 12 FREE THROWS; COUGAR REMLEY 15 POINTS

Blue Devil Boys Sprint Past Cougar Cagers in UCT, 58-40
added six rebounds, two blocked
shots and three deflections. Nick
Mele (4 points, 2 assists) pulled
five rebounds and added a block
and two deflections. Chris
Boutsikaris (4 points) had five
rebounds, two blocks and a de-
flection.

“I try to contribute as much as
I can. It may not be points, but I
get assists, rebounds as much as
I can,” Murray said.

Speaking of fair share, Cougar
junior guard Hunter Remley had
more than his share with 11 re-
bounds and 15 points, including
a pair of 3-pointers.

“He knocked down some shots
early. He rebounded well for us.
He played a pretty good game,”
Coach Huber said.

“He can jump a little bit. You
just got to get a body on him,”
Murray said.

Cougar junior Sean Leonard be-
gan the game with a 3-pointer
and Remley hit a three and a pair
of free throws, but the Blue Dev-
ils took a three-point lead in the
quarter until Cougar Luke
Christiano banged a 2-pointer at
the buzzer to make the score,
11-10.

Murray scored five points in the
second quarter and so did
Remley, but Hess’ and LaCorte’s
back-to-back threes gave
Westfield the 26-20 lead at the
half.

Unlike in their first meeting on
January 8 when the Cougars
crawled back from a 20-3, first-
quarter deficit to close within
three points late in the game
before losing, 45-37, the Blue
Devils not only maintained their
lead but expanded it to 41-31 by
winning the third quarter. LaCorte
began the quarter with a 3-
pointer and Remley ended it with
a 3-pointer.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Probitas Verus Honos
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GUARDING A COUGAR CLOSELY…Blue Devil Danny Mitchell, No. 13, keeps close tabs on Cougar Luke Christiano,
No. 11, as Blue Devil Owen Murray, No. 15, holds his position. Westfield topped the Cougars, 58-40.
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By ALEX LOWE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Westfield High School senior
Lillian Scott scored 20 points and
grabbed six rebounds to power
the Blue Devil girls basketball
team past Cranford, 48-39, in
regular season action on Febru-
ary 18 in Cranford. The Blue Dev-
ils led from wire to wire in suc-
cessfully navigating a classic trap
game. Westfield, already short-
handed due to injuries to Amalia
Montes and Liz Brucia, was play-
ing its second game in less than
24 hours, having just defeated

Scotch Plains-Fanwood in a physi-
cal Union County Tournament first
round contest.

“A fast turn around is definitely
a challenge,” said Westfield Head
Coach Liz McKeon. “But our girls
show a lot of heart and played
well today. I really don’t know
when we’ll have our girls back at
full strength. We just have to
keep playing hard in their ab-
sence.”

Westfield (13-7) got off to a
fast start in building a 7-2 lead
midway through the opening pe-
riod. Cerys MacLaelland (16
points, 6 rebounds) kept Cranford

(4-16) within hailing distance by
scoring eight points in the first

SCOTT SINKS 20 POINTS, DEVITT GRABS 10 REBOUNDS; MacLELLAND PUMPS IN 16 POINTS

Blue Devil Cagers Dash Past Cranford Cougar Girls, 48-39
quarter. MacLelland’s inside
bucket with 1:15 remaining cut
the deficit to 13-11. But Scott
answered on the other end with
a drive to the basket on which
she was fouled. Scott would con-
vert the free throw for a 16-11
Blue Devil lead heading into the
second quarter.

“That was sort of the story of
this game,” said Cougar Head
Coach Jackie Dyer. “Westfield
would catch us and take advan-
tage in situations where we got a
little lax on defense. And it has
really been the story of our sea-
son so far. Four consistent quar-

ters of play is what we need to
win games and that has eluded
us this season.”

Westfield gradually built the
advantage to 10 points after
Jacqueline Knapp hit a three-
point basket to make it 23-13,
midway through the second pe-
riod. Another 3-point bomb, this
time from Olivia Luzzi with :11 to
play made it 28-17 heading into
the halftime break.

One thing that makes Westfield
successful is that they rarely give
the opponent a chance to get
back into the game once they’ve

The fourth quarter began with
a 2-pointer from Cougar Mike
Smith (7 points, 5 rebounds)
then LaCorte matched it. From
that point, the Blue Devils’ re-
maining 15 points were all from
the charity line, which included

Mitchell’s 12 and three from
Murray. The Cougars added seven
more points in the quarter, five
from the charity line.

“We struggled shooting the ball.
We were only up six at the half,
but it’s good to show that we

stayed in this game. We didn’t
lose focus coming out at the half.
We came out strong and we were
able to finish this game early into
that half, whereas earlier in the
year, we would probably have let
them hang around. It shows the

maturity of the team being able
to finish them in the second half,”
Mitchell said.

“You make free throws and lay-
ups, you are going to win a lot of
games and that’s what they did
in the second half,” Coach Huber

said. “They are a good team.”
Next on the UCT agenda for the

Blue Devil would be a showdown
with the Patrick School in the
quarterfinal round.
Cranford 10 10 11   9 40
Westfield 11 15 15 17 58

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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established control. The Blue
Devils kept the pressure on in
the third quarter with Scott scor-
ing on a jump shot and Shannon
Devitt scoring on an inside move
to the basket to stretch the lead
to 32-17.

From there, the Cougars were
in chase mode. Cranford man-
aged to draw within seven points
at 34-27 after back-to-back three
point baskets by Sarah Ross and
Lindsay Pace late in the quarter.
But Scott would score Westfield’s
next six points to stake them to
a 40-29 lead early in the fourth
quarter.

“We are playing well right now,”
said Westfield senior Jamie Miller,

“We have a couple of players
hurt for us right now, so we are a
little short on the bench, but our
little girls in the backcourt have
done a really nice job for us.”

Despite some nice offensive se-
quences, Cranford could draw no
closer than nine the rest of the
way. Westfield just never allowed
the Cougars to get on a run
without answering.

“I think we have a very talented
group of girls on this team,” said
Cougar freshman Camryn
Wichelns. “We just seem to lose
our focus at certain points in
games. Westfield exploited that
today.”

Devitt finished with six points,
10 rebounds and two blocks,
Knapp netted eight points and
Abby Demers had five points.
Cougar Sarah Ross finished with

seven points, while Lindsay Pace
and Caroline McCaffrey each had
five points.

The Blue Devils were set to play
Governor Livingston next in the
Quarterfinals of the Union County
Tournament. Cranford was elimi-
nated earlier by Summit, 55-51.
If Westfield managed to get past
Governor Livingston, it would
likely mean a showdown in the
semifinal round against Roselle
Catholic.

Cranford meanwhile will set its
sights on a trip to Voorhees in
Glen Gardner for their first round
match up in the state playoffs
scheduled for March 3. Westfield,
the fifth seed in the North 2,
Group IV bracket will host 12th
seeded Dickinson on March 2.
Westfield 16 12   8 12 48
Cranford 11   6 12 10 39

Cougars Repeat, Raiders Second, Blue Devils Fifth at District 11 Mat Tournament

More on next page

Probitas Verus Honos

** Westfield Basketball Blue Devils Dash Past Cranford Cougar Girls, 48-39 **
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* SPF Raiders Reject Arthur L. Johnson Crusader Boys, 79-65, in Basketball *
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By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township
committee continued its 2015
departmental budget review
Monday at its workshop meet-
ing, hearing budgets from po-
lice, recreation, engineering and
the Special Improvement Dis-
trict.

Township Engineer Carl O’Brien
presented an option to include
an additional 20 hours a week by
having senior-level inspectors
available. Mr. O’Brien is in-house
12 hours a week at a salary of
$87,500 per year, he said.

An additional 20 hours weekly
for an inspector to be available
would cost an additional $65,000
per year. “They might not be

sitting in the office 10 or 20 hours
a week, but they will be in town,”
Mr. O’Brien said.

Last year, the township com-
mittee did away with its in-house
engineering department in favor
of a consultant. The in-house
departmental salaries were about
$230,000, plus benefits, Mayor
Andis Kalnins told The Westfield
Leader. There also were costs to
run the department.

After being asked at the last
meeting about the number of
parking spaces lost due to the
North Avenue Train Station Plaza
Pedestrian Improvements
Project, Mr. O’Brien said a total
of 22 spaces on North Avenue in
front of the Cranford Train Sta-
tion would be lost. The parking
plan for the project has not

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
WAS ELSA VISITING CRANFORD?... This ice sculpture of Olaf was a creation of Robert Scott of Springfield Avenue
in Cranford.

Garwood Sees 16-Percent
Hike In RVSA Assessment

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority (RVSA) offi-
cials told the borough council
Tuesday that Garwood’s waste
flow has remained flat, but its
proportion among the 14 mu-
nicipalities within the coalition
has jumped, resulting in a 16-
percent increase in the borough’s
assessment this year.

The spike of $86,428 equates
to an approximately $45 increase
per home assessed at $100,000,
Councilwoman Sara Todisco said,
$6 more than the total tax in-
crease passed by the council last
year.

The charge is $26,000 more
than last year’s increase, and
returns the RVSA assessment to
2008 levels, according to Coun-
cilman Jim Mathieu.

RVSA Executive Director James
Meehan explained that while the
agency’s budget has remained
static, the costs are adjusted by
percentage depending on use
among the 11 members and three
user municipalities from Spring-
field to Woodbridge.

Although the borough’s waste
flow has remained at about an
average of 0.81 million gallons
per day (mgd) over the past few
years, since the RVSA’s total has
dropped from 30 mgd to 26 mgd,
Garwood’s share has jumped.

The reduction, he said, was due
to other towns, like Rahway, mak-
ing improvements in their sys-
tem to reduce things such as
inflow and infiltration. I-and-I,
as it is called, includes water
leaching into the sewer pipes
through cracks and holes.

He said because Garwood is so
small, and its waste water flow
likewise, similar expenditures
probably would not be economi-

cally beneficial to the borough.
“It’s a little scary to sit here and

realize that there’s nothing we
can do other than pay the bill,”
Ms. Todisco said.

Mr. Meehan said that since the
assessments are based on a five-
year average, Garwood should
expect to see 5- to 7-percent
increases “for another year or
two.”

The matter is of particular im-
portance to the finance commit-
tee, chaired by Councilman Louis
Petruzzelli, who stated the panel
has already met twice. The coun-
cil has scheduled two special
meetings, on consecutive Thurs-
days, March 12 and March 19, for
a public hearing of the budget.

The council also heard from
Garwood’s financial officials, who
briefed the members on a pro-
posed bond sale, the borough’s
first in 12 years.

The bond would consolidate
about $2.74 million of existing
debt, accrued since 2004 and
now financed through short-term
lending, into an 11-year note
that municipal auditor Warren
Korecky projected would be
bought at 2.25 percent. At that
rate, the bond would result in
$389,373.50 in interest pay-
ments over the 11 years.

Among the items that would be
included for the March 31 sale
are $851,086 from the athletic
field complex – or the Recreation
and Sports Complex – that
opened in November; $342,615
for the new dump truck that was
purchased last year, and 15 other
various road and capital projects,
vehicles and equipment.

The new bond would add to the
current debt service remaining
on the 2003 note and raise the
borough’s total debt liability to
$4.88 million.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Cranford Budget Review Continues;
Building Coverage Is Discussed

changed in the past two years,
since it was initially drafted.

The project paid partly by grant
funds is for beautification of the
North Avenue train station, as
well as creating safe traffic pat-
terns for pedestrian, vehicular
and bus traffic, Mr. O’Brien said.
Commissioner Thomas Hannen,
Jr. asked how many parking spots
would be lost, and Mr. O’Brien
said he would find out.

During public comment, the
manager of Jeff’s Landscaping,
Gerry Grillo, brought up the
changes in the building cover-
ages when the master plan was
adopted last year. “This part of
this ordinance is extremely im-
portant to this town. The way
they are in the law has now put a
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In action taken by the council,
the members – after a more than
one-hour executive session dur-
ing the workshop portion of the
meeting – unanimously voted to
seek arbitration in the governing
body’s negotiations with the po-
lice officers’ union. The most re-
cent contract expired December
31 and the negotiating commit-
tee and union have been unable
to come to an agreement after
six months of talks, police nego-
tiation committee chairwoman
Ann Tarantino said.

Additionally, officials voted to
spend $21,500 to purchase fi-
nance and tax software from
Edmunds & Associates of

Northfield, N.J., that will allow
residents or business owners to
remit tax payments via computer.

The purchase was necessitated
because the borough’s current
software provider, First Byte of
Teaneck, N.J., is unable to con-
tinue support due to a health
condition of one of the principals.

Additionally, the council
amended its regulations regard-
ing parks, playgrounds and fa-
cilities to remove the clause that
permitted the killing of snakes
on sight. It also abolished the
construction board of appeals and
removed the cost-of-living index
provision from the ordinance
regulating political contributions.

chokehold on everyone in this
town and anyone looking to move
in to make an investment,” Mr.
Grillo said.

Zoning Officer Bob Hudak made
recommendations to the com-
mittee regarding the building cov-
erage.

The recreation department had
an increase in salaries, Recre-
ation Director Steve Robertazzi
said, after the department hired
staff last year. He also said the
public pool membership de-
creased after the department
raised pool fees last year.

The police department is re-
questing an additional parking
enforcement officer and two new
police officers be added to the
force for a total police force of 51
officers.

“Another part-time or full-time
person (parking enforcement of-
ficer) would optimize the parking
system we have,” Police Chief
James Wozniak said.

Last year, the township up-
graded its parking meter system
at a cost of about $463,000.

Resident Barbara Krause urged
the committee to support the fire
and police departments in their
requests for additional staff.
When asked by Mrs. Krause about
the fire department’s request for
eight additional firefighters,
Mayor Kalnins said, “I don’t think
that is realistic.”

“I think we have to put our finan-
cial resources in the most impor-
tant areas,” Mrs. Krause said.

Mrs. Krause also noted the fire
department’s recent presenta-
tion on fire, as well as the fire
that collapsed a building in
Edgewater. In light of the highly
flammable materials used in
modern-day construction, and
that type of building materials
being used in newly built apart-
ment complexes in Cranford, she
asked the township to lobby for
stricter construction codes.

“This state code has so many
problems. We have a responsi-
bility to address it, especially
since these units are in our com-
munity in large numbers,” Mrs.
Krause said.

Cranford Amends Land
Development Ordinance

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township
committee Tuesday at its official
meeting recognized the 37 years
of service Fire Chief Leonard
Dolan, III has contributed to the
Cranford Fire Department. Fire
Chief Dolan is to retire this Sun-
day, March 1, and Fire Captain
Dean Russamano was appointed
as acting fire chief for a term not
to exceed 60 days.

Chief Dolan’s son, Patrick
Dolan, was appointed as a
firefighter within the Cranford
Fire Department. Mr. Dolan is a
third-generation firefighter. “It
is an awesome experience for
me as well as for him,” Chief
Dolan said of his son following in
his footsteps.

Chief Dolan recounted his son’s
experiences as a youth in the
firehouse, then as an adult in-
terning at a volunteer fire de-
partment where he experienced
his first real fire to fight. “He got

his first taste of firefighting…from
that point on it was a no-brainer
to me that was going to be his
career,” Chief Dolan said.

The township amended its Land
Development ordinance after
Zoning Officer Bob Hudak real-
ized the allowable maximum
building coverages made it nearly
impossible for homeowners to
make an addition to a home with-
out having to apply for a vari-
ance. Mr. Hudak’s building cov-
erage recommendations were
changed per the following: from
18 percent to 25 percent in the
R-1 and R-2 zones; 19 percent to
28 percent in the R-3 zones, and
20 percent to 30 percent in the
R-4 and R-5 (single- and two-
family homes) zones.

Florio, Perrucci, Steinhardt &
Fader was approved, 4-to-1, by
the township committee to pro-
vide affordable-housing legal
services to not exceed $10,000
in the year 2015. Commissioner
Tom Hannen, Jr. voted against

Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader
THE NEXT GENERATION...Cranford Fire Chief Leonard Dolan’s son, Patrick
Dolan, was appointed as a firefighter for the Cranford Fire Department. Mr. Dolan
is a third generation firefighter. Mr. Dolan's girlfriend, Nora Walsh, stands by his
side. Chief Dolan will be retiring from the department on March 1.
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Teen Dance on Tap
In Cranford March 6
CRANFORD — The Cranford

Recreation and Parks Depart-
ment has announced that its
teen dance for sixth-, seventh-
and eighth-grade Cranford stu-
dents will be held on Friday,
March 6. It will take place from
7 to 10 p.m. at the Cranford
Community Center, located at
220 Walnut Avenue.

Students will be able to pur-
chase a ticket at the school
they attend on Wednesday or
Thursday, the week of the
dance. The cost of a ticket is
$5. Cranford students who at-
tend a private school may pur-
chase a ticket at the Commu-
nity Center on Wednesday or
Thursday, the week of the
dance, between 3 and 4:30
p.m. Tickets will not be sold at
the door.

Further questions may be di-
rected to the Recreation and
Parks Department at (908)
709-7283.

AARP Offers Trip
To Casino March 5

AREA — The Rahway AARP will
hold a trip to Atlantic City’s Re-
sorts Casino on Thursday, March
5. The cost is $25 and partici-
pants will receive a $25 voucher.
The departure time is 8:30 a.m.,
with participants returning home
at 6:30 p.m. Interested persons
are asked to call Irene at (732)
499-7740.
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Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader
ZONING TALK...Gerry Grillo, manager of Jeffs Landscaping of Cranford, speaks to the township committee Monday
at the worskhop meeting about his disapproval of the maximum building coverage that was adopted as part of the land
development ordinance last year. The committe on Tuesday amended the ordinance to reflect the recommendations by the
township zoning officer that increased the maximum allowable building coverage. The township amended its Land
Development ordinance after Zoning Officer Bob Hudak realized the allowable maximum building coverages made it
nearly impossible for homeowners to make an addition to a home without having to apply for a variance.

the resolution.
Phil Morin is an attorney of the

firm, and has previously repre-
sented the township in the
Birchwood litigation. Mr. Morin
previously served as Union
County Republican chairman
and is a former mayor of
Cranford.

Residents of Cranford, in the
past, had said they thought hir-
ing this firm represented a con-
flict of interest. A partner of the
firm, Florio Perrucci Steinhardt
& Fader, was alleged to be con-
nected to Lehigh Acquisition
Corp. and Woodmont Proper-

ties, which is the new develop-
ment at 555 South Avenue that
was the result of a builder’s rem-
edy lawsuit.

Resident Rita La Brutto said in
the conference session held prior
to the official meeting that she
believed hiring this firm would be
“throwing good money after bad.”

The township had submitted an
RFQ twice, and both times only
one law firm bid, Mayor Andis
Kalnins said. He also said it was
sent directly to the township’s
appeal attorney, and the attor-
ney did not bid.

“It’s pretty unfortunate what

Wednesday Morning Club
Plans Salute to the Irish

CRANFORD — St. Patrick’s Day
will be celebrated a little early
when the Wednesday Morning
Club meets on March 4, at 10
a.m., at the Cranford Commu-
nity Center, located at 220 Wal-
nut Avenue. A program celebrat-
ing the Irish will be presented by
the Literature Department,
chaired by Edith Coogan. The
board will meet at 9:30 a.m. Co-
presidents Dot Conheeney and
Barbara Jackson will conduct both
meetings.

Bernadette Murphy, director of
Project Ready at St. Joseph So-
cial Service Center in Elizabeth,
will be the guest speaker when
the club’s Public Affairs Depart-
ment meets on Tuesday, March
10, in the home of Dot Conheeney
at 1 p.m.

The club’s American Arts and
Crafts Department will meet on
Tuesday, March 17, at 10 a.m.,
at the Cranford Community Cen-
ter. Member Anne Castellano will
demonstrate art techniques.

Coming on Wednesday, March
18, members will meet at 1 p.m.

at Kilkenny House, where they
will hear about “Barry’s Journey
to America.”

The Wednesday Morning Club
is geared toward mature women
living in Union County who have
recently retired or left the work-
place and are seeking new activi-
ties. Participants enjoy getting
together several times a month
to exchange ideas and explore
areas of interest in the arts, lit-
erature and public affairs. For
more information and to attend a
meeting, call Diane Hickey at
(908) 272-8665.

Ms. Seufert to Exhibit
Digital Montages

ROSELLE PARK — Roselle
Park resident Leona M. Seufert
will exhibit her digital mon-
tages in “Soulscapes – A 10
Year Retrospective” at the Art
and Soul Galleries in Roselle
Park. The exhibit will run
through Friday, March 13,
2015. A reception to meet the
artist will be this Saturday,
February 28, from 2 to 4 p.m.
Art and Soul Galleries is lo-
cated at 128 Chestnut Street.
For hours, call (908) 245-5900.

has gone on here, especially since
we are concerned of conflict,”
Ms. La Brutto said.

Ms. La Brutto also has voiced
her opinion on affordable-hous-
ing credits that she believes ex-
ist currently in Cranford but are
not accounted for, and has asked
the committee on multiple occa-
sions to pursue those credits.

During public comment at the
official meeting, resident Frank
Krause asked again to have the
committee extend an offer to
Governor Chris Christie to come
and speak at a town hall meeting
in Cranford.
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Cranford Amends Land Development Ordinance Deutscher Club
Posts Blood Drive

CLARK — The Deutscher Club,
located at 787 Featherbed
Lane, Clark, has scheduled its
next blood drive for Saturday,
March 21, from 8 a.m. to 2
p.m. The ALYX system for col-
lection will again be available.

Donations will take place in-
side the club’s ballroom and
will support local hospitals. A
free continental breakfast or a
light lunch, consisting of
bratwurst, potato salad,
sauerkraut and beverage, will
be offered to all donors.
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