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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Ability to gain valuable points
from the top position probably
has been a good reason why the
Howell High School wrestling
team is ranked No. 7 in New
Jersey. The 22-1 Rebels used
their effective top control style to
defeat the Cranford Cougars, 45-
18, in Cranford on February 5.

The only time that the Cougars
led was after the first bout of the
evening when Gavin Murray con-
verted a side single leg takedown
to a cradle to clamp Dave Nocks

in 3:17 at 152-lbs. Murray also
had a first-period takedown.

But the Rebels quickly took the
team lead, 12-6, when Anthony
Pozsonyi received a forfeit at 160-
lbs and Nick Lurski pinned Dylan
Budnik in 2:30 at 170-lbs using a
tight waist/half nelson.

Cougar Niko Cappello added
three team points with a 6-2
decision over Austin Silverstein
at 182-lbs.

“I could tell that he was a big
kind of stocky guy, looked like a
football player, so I knew I had to
move him around a little, circle

him so I could get an easy shot on
him. And riding, I didn’t want to
get called for stalling, so I kept
cutting him and taking him down,”
Cappello explained.

Cappello did get a double-leg/
spin behind takedown and added
a single-leg lift and trip takedown.
Silverstein attempted a Merkel
maneuver (for takedown plus
back points), but Cappello was
too wise for the ploy.

“He had that tight. He had his
hand around my neck. I was chok-
ing a little bit,” said Cappello,
who added, “They were very good
at keeping their composure if
they were down a point. They
just kept wrestling. I was im-
pressed by their team.”

Cougar Nick Ballas had a run of

DAVE BUSCH WINS BIG AT 138-LBS; McGOVERN, MURRAY, SCORESE EMERGE VICTORIOUS

No. 7 Howell Rebels ‘Control’ Cougars in Wrestling, 45-18
misfortune in his 195-lb bout
with Eric Keosseian. The bout
entered overtime (OT) tied at 2-
2. After a scoreless standing pe-
riod, Keosseian rode out Ballas in
the second OT then added a pen-
alty point and a reversal-to-
nearfall to win, 8-2.

At 220-lbs, Cougar Alex
Esposito also ran into bad luck.
With no score late in the second
period, Rebel Sean Silverstein
managed to reverse Esposito and
quickly pin him with a half nelson
in 3:43. Rebel heavyweight Ryan
Demian made the team score
27-9 when he pinned Kevin Doran
in 2:45 with a half nelson.

Cougar Anthony Capece began
his 106-lb bout with sixth-ranked
Kyle Slendorn nicely with a
takedown, but later became a
victim of an arm bar/half nelson

pin in 4:00. After Rebel Mikey
Sisolak received a forfeit at 113-
lbs, Cougar Tom DiGiovanni took
a 2-0 lead with a takedown in his
120-lb bout with Peter Dee. He
then controlled Dee throughout
the second period, but Dee dem-
onstrated his strength from the
top position when he picked up
three points with a nearside
cradle then used a stretcher until
time ran out to claim a 3-2 vic-
tory.

At 126-lbs, Cougar Chris
Scorese got a first-period
takedown and a two-point tilt to
grab a 4-0 lead over Nick Ciacca,
but Ciacca with an effective Crab
Ride managed to control Scorese
in the second period. Scorese,
however, showed he was also
tough on top, controlling Ciacca
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to earn a 5-0 decision.
“I wrestled that kid over the

summer and I knew he was good
on top too. This is the first time
all year that I have been ridden
out. I knew basically from bot-
tom my goal was first to get
points but, most importantly, not
to get turned,” Scorese said. “Ac-

tually, I chose top too because I
turned him on top.”

Rebel Anthony Gaglione
snapped a 2-2 tie at 132-lbs
when he added an escape and a
takedown to eventually grab a 5-
3 decision over Vince Concina
then perseverance on the part of
Cougar Dave Busch paid off in his

138-lb bout with muscleman
Hunter Leyden, who attempted
to throw him all over the mat.
Trailing, 2-0 in the third period,
Busch escaped and quickly added
a takedown, but Leyden quickly
reversed to take a 4-3 lead. With
time running low, Busch added a
reversal to win, 5-4.

“He was really big, so I had to
weather the storm like with a lot
of big kids. Sometimes they are
not fit. Later on the mats, they
get really weak, so in the third
period, I got the takedown late.
He reversed me and I was able to
get the reverse to win the match.
I have really good cardio, so I like
to bring it out in the third pe-
riod,” Busch said. “The kid had
the bulldog, which he hooks to
one leg and I twisted the leg to
get him off-balance. I threw my
weight on top of him then kept
my legs on him to ride him out. I
like to throw in legs a lot. It’s a lot
of fun.”

In the final bout, Cougar Brian
McGovern got a double-leg
takedown, an escape and a low
ankle takedown to defeat Jacob
Esposito, 5-0, at 145-lbs.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
152: — Murray (C) p Nocks, 3:17
160: — Pozsonyi (H) won forfeit
170: — Lurski (H) p Budnik, 2:30
182: — Cappello (H) d Silverstein, 6-2
195: — Keosseian (H) d Ballas, 8-2
3OT
220: — Silverstein (H) p Esposito, 3:43

Hwt: — Demian (H) p Doran, 2:45
106: — Slendon (H) p Capece, 4:00
113: — Sisolak (H) won forfeit
120: — Dee d DiGiovanni, 3-2
126: — Scorese (C) d Ciacca, 5-0
132: — Gaglione (H) p Concina, 5-3
138: — Busch (C) d Leyden, 5-4
145: — McGovern (C) d Esposito, 5-0
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By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Michael Smith pumped in 19
points as the Cranford High School
boys basketball team upset
Rahway, 65-55, on February 3 in
Cranford. The impressive win over
the Indians, who entered with a
10-4 record, may have been the
Cougars’ best effort of the sea-
son. It came on the heels of a 66-
49 victory over Scotch Plains-
Fanwood.

The Cougars jumped out to an
early 16-7 first-quarter lead
against Rahway then held the
Indians at bay for the rest of the
contest.

“We had a team meeting a
couple of games back,” said Cou-
gar Kevin Trotter, who scored 10
points. “I think that really helped
to change our mindset. We’ve
been playing with a different at-
titude lately.”

In the opening quarter, Cranford
scored on a combination of drives
to the basket and 3-pointers,
while sinking seven of eight free
throws. Sean Leonard’s baseline
drive was followed by a nice back
door cut in which Joe Norton
provided the assist, giving
Cranford a 12-5 lead with 1:07
on the clock.

“We played unselfish basket-
ball today, said Cranford forward

James Kellet. “We limited the
mistakes to a manageable num-
ber and we did a good job boxing
them out. That is always some-
thing we try to focus on but we
don’t always succeed. Today we
did and we got a good result
because of it.”

In the second quarter, Cranford
took an 18-7 lead then spent the
rest of the period fending off a
run by the Indians. A 3-pointer
by Jayson Peoples followed by a
put back from Fred Womble pulled
the Indians to within 30-28 at the
half.

Despite the rally, Rahway was
struggling against the inspired
Cougars. Normally outmatched
on the boards due to lack of
height and injuries, Cranford held
up well and continued to pres-
sure Rahway defenders with
drives to the basket and by con-
verting their free throws. Cranford
would sink 18 free throws on the
game compared to 10 for Rahway.

“We have had a lot of trouble
with injuries this season,” said
Trotter. “We are just taking the
approach that when someone
goes down with an injury it is the
next man up who has got to come
through and play at a high level.
We know we have a small starting
five right now. That is just the way
it is. We’ve got to overcome it.”

The Cougars took an eight-point
lead in the third quarter after
Smith’s inside bucket made the
score 41-33 with 1:28 left in the
period. But Rahway surged at
quarter’s end to pull close again.
Womble scored on a lay-up with
08 seconds left, then stole a pass
and scored again as the buzzer
sounded to cut the lead to 42-39
heading into the fourth quarter.

The Cougars, once again, took
charge in the fourth quarter, and
slowly rebuilding their lead. The
key sequence came when Trotter

converted a steal to a lay-up with
just under three minutes remain-
ing to push the lead to 58-50.
Trotter then followed that with
another transition basket to make
it 60-50 with just 1:36 remaining.

This time the Cougars made no
mental errors down the stretch,
sinking three of four free throws
and never letting Rahway pull
any closer. The way the team
closed out the game left Head
Coach Ryan Huber with hope that
his cast of young players might

SMITH SCORES 19 POINTS, CHRISTIANO PUTS IN 12 POINTS, LEONARD SINKS 11 POINTS

Cranford Cougars Hold Off Rahway B-Ball Boys, 65-55
finally be maturing.

“Other than Luke Christiano,
this team is made up of a lot of
guys who were JV players for us
last year,” said Coach Huber.
“Injuries to players like Eric
Donahue, Jack Shetelich and Wills
have made it that much more
difficult for us. Today was one of
those times where we managed
to put it all together. I thought

our guys did a great job of limit-
ing second shot opportunities for
Rahway. Kevin Trotter was big
for us again. He has come on of
late.”

Christiano finished with 12
points. Leonard chipped in 11
points and Hunter Remley added
six, while Albert Gargiulo and
Fonseca had three each. Michael
Famosa led Rahway with 17
points.
Rahway   7 18 11 19 55
Cranford 16 14 12 23 65

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

THREE SPORT ATHLETE...Cranford Cougar Luke Christiano, a three-sport athlete, flanked by his father John and
mother Ellen, along with twin brother Mark, has signed to play football at Lehigh University in the fall. Pictured, from
left to right, are: back row; Darren Torsone (Director of Athletics), and head coaches Ryan Huber (basketball), Erik
Rosenmeier (football) and Al Reinoso (lacrosse).
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Blue Devils Startle Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders, 35-28, in ‘Pin Cancer’ Classic

More on next page
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD ATHLETES OF THE WEEK FEBRUARY 12...Rickey Poszyler
bowled a 275 and the high single game at the North II Team Sectionals. This
includes Groups 1-4 and 200 bowlers. Ashleigh Poszyler finished fifth at the
North II Individual Sectionals with a three game score of 609. This includes
Groups 1-4 and 216 bowlers. Ashleigh will advance to the individual champion-
ships on February 18 at Carolier Lanes.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD ATHLETES OF THE WEEK FEBRUARY 5...Junior ice hockey
player Richie Hurley leads the Cougars and the Union County Ice Hockey
League with 36 points. He most recently had 10 points, including 5 goals and 5
assists. Senior swimmer Julie Byrne recently won her 4th straight Union County
Title in the 100 yard butterfly. She also broke her own county record in the 200
yard Individual Medley. Julie was also recently selected to represent Cranford
High School at the New Jersey National Girls and Women in Sports Day.
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Blue Devils’ Defense Holds Off Rahway Indians in Boys Basketball Clash, 44-41
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Mayors of Cranford, Garwood, Millburn,
Rahway, Springfield and Union Town-
ship having been calling for help to
mitigate against future flooding such as
occurred during Hurricane Irene in Au-
gust 2011. They sent a letter to Gover-
nor Chris Christie requesting $20 mil-
lion to build floodwater storage areas
and enhance their levies.
This past week Senator Robert
Menendez (D-N.J.) announced
$500,000 in federal funding from the
U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers’ budget and an-
other half-million dollars
from President Barack
Obama’s federal budget
to complete a flood miti-
gation study of the 82-
mile Rahway River Wa-
tershed.
The project itself is said
to cost $68 million. That’s
a lot of money. The study
is said to primarily focus
on the area between Or-
ange Reservoir to the
north through Rahway
to the south.
Would this be the correct
solution or just a repeat
of past mistakes? Seems
like dredging the river
on a regular basis is a
more effective safe-
guard. We understand
from old-timers that
dredging from Millburn

through Springfield, Cranford and Rahway
then to the ocean outlet in Elizabeth was
practiced.
The old-timers tell us the Rahway River
bed in Cranford was 12 feet deep back
then. It’s about four feet now, having
been silted up (with little way for the
water to pass through). Could the old-
timers be correct?
Surely, a solution must be regional — and
it must be put in the hands of the engi-
neers.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
A RIVER RUNS THROUGH IT…The Riverside Inn in Cranford takes the brunt of
the floodwaters that raged down Springfield Avenue onto North Avenue on August
28, 2011 after Hurricane Irene’s wrath. Vast areas of Cranford were under water.

Modern Living Is Game
Changer in Fighting Fires

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township be-
gan its 2015 departmental bud-
get review Monday at its work-
shop meeting. During the bud-
get review of the fire depart-
ment, Fire Captain Andy Stratton
said when a fire ignites in a build-
ing made with modern-day con-
struction materials and furnish-
ings, the fire will spread more
rapidly than with materials used
in the mid-20th century.

“The game has changed,” Capt.
Stratton said.

Firefighter deaths have risen
by 67 percent, a study by Under-
writers Laboratories shows, due
to the fires in newly constructed
buildings, as well as firefighters
having less on-the-job training
and fighting more complex fires.

The fire department requested
to increase its manpower by three
— by adding a deputy chief and
two firefighters. It also requested
to reinstate an administrative
officer position. The total addi-
tional cost for the deputy chief
and two firefighters would be
$230,000 for 2015.

Capt. Stratton said the depart-
ment is regarded as the “Miracle
Fire Department” by other mu-
nicipal fire departments.

Westfield and Cranford have
the two lowest staffed fire de-
partments in Union County, Capt.
Stratton said.

The additions of new apart-
ment buildings in Cranford —
555 South Avenue, Riverfront,
and the potential of a develop-
ment at Birchwood Avenue —
would indicate a public safety
impact, Capt. Stratton said. He
also compared those buildings to
the Avalon at Edgewater that
caught fire recently.

“The modern fire problem is
very dangerous,” Fire Chief
Leonard Dolan III said.

Mayor Andis Kalnins said later
in the meeting that the township
building department has in-
spected the new construction and
those buildings are meeting the
codes and also have sprinklers
and fire blocks. He said regard-
ing the fire in Edgewater, “the
impression is some codes were
not met.”

Chief Dolan also noted that ev-
ery officer in the department is
new. Additionally, Chief Dolan is
to retire next month.

Chief Dolan also requested an
increase in the per diem rate of
the EMT workers to $18 per hour.
Currently they are paid $15.39.

The equipment and the fire de-
partment building, built in 1980,
he said are old.

The zoning department pre-
sented a flat budget.

Municipal Judge Mark Cassidy
requested the Municipal Court
budget be increased to allow for
two additional court sessions be-
cause he said the sessions run
too late. The court sessions be-
gin at 5:30 p.m. and end some-
where between 11 p.m. and mid-
night, he said. He also requested
an increase in his salary and a
raise for a member of the clerical
staff, who he said is “grossly
underpaid.” He said he has been
employed with the township for
seven years without a pay raise.

Chief Financial Officer Lavona
Patterson presented the finance
department budget. Payroll ser-
vices provided by ADP is $64,000,
and is one of the larger expenses
in the budget, she said.

Township Clerk Tara Rowley
presented the budget of the
clerk’s office. An increase of
$20,000 was allotted for the cost
of the codification of the Master
Plan and an increase in legal
advertising costs was included.

Prior to the departmental bud-

Instead Of $1 Million Study,
We Should Dredge Rahway River

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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get presentations, during public
comment, resident Jim Ander-
son of Walnut Avenue requested
the township delineate driveway
access by painting a yellow box
on the street on Walnut Avenue
across from the community cen-
ter. Users of the community cen-
ter typically park on the street
instead of in the parking lot, he
said, and cars will park in front of
the driveways along homes span-
ning 213 Walnut Avenue and 227
Walnut Avenue, he said.

“We will follow up on this,”
Mayor Kalnins said. “I’m sup-
portive of it.”

Township Engineer Carl O’Brien
and Kevin Nollstadt, an engineer
with Hatch Mott MacDonald
(HMM), presented an update on
Phase 2B, which ties the storm
drains into the Riverside Drive
pump station, and Phase 5 for
the Northeast Quadrant
Stormwater Management
Project. Phase 5 provides for ad-
ditional interior drainage im-
provements along the west side
of the Rahway River. The drain-
age improvements are to include
a stormwater pumping station,
express sewer system, and col-
lector storm sewer system, ac-
cording to the HMM website.

The township retained HMM to
develop a comprehensive plan for
improvements to reduce the fre-
quency of flooding in the Northeast
Quadrant of the Township of Cran-
ford, according to HMM’s website.

“Phase 2B is designed and ready

to be submitted,” Mr. O’Brien
said. The deadline to submit the
paperwork to the New Jersey
Environmental Infrastructure
Trust (NJEIT) for the loan appli-
cation is Monday, March 2. Phase
5 has yet to be designed and will
not be ready for the March 2
deadline, Mr. O’Brien said.

The cost estimate for Phase 2B
and Phase 5 are between $10
million and $12 million, Township
Administrator Terence Wall said.
NJEIT offers no- and low-interest
loans over a 20-year period, ac-
cording to the NJEIT website.

HMM laid out four potential lo-
cations for the pump station that
is to be built for Phase 5. Mr.
Nollstadt said HMM is recom-
mending the pump station be
located in a lot on Park Drive.
Phase 5 is addressing flooding
issues in low areas in the flood
zone such as Balmiere Parkway,
Hampton Road, West End and
Park Drive, Mr. Nollstadt said.

The express sewer would col-
lect stormwater and discharge it
to the Rahway River, he said.

Mr. O’Brien also said he applied
for a $20,000 grant for i-Tree
software that will map the trees
in the township and assess each
tree as good, bad or indifferent.
The last tree inventory was con-
ducted in 1999, Mr. Wall said.

Two major permits were received
for the North Avenue Train Station
Plaza Pedestrian Improvements
Project and will be submitted to
the New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection, Mr.
O’Brien said. The project paid partly
by grant funds is for beautification
of the North Avenue train station,
as well as creating safe traffic
patterns for pedestrian, vehicular
and bus traffic, Mr. O’Brien said.
Commissioner Thomas Hannen,
Jr. asked how many parking spots
will be lost, and Mr. O’Brien said he
would find out.

Detective Matthew Nazzaro of
the Cranford Police Department
gave an update on his role as the

School Resource Officer (SRO), a
newly created position. The SRO
is present in each of the schools in
the township to act as a mentor to
the students and to work with the
principals to assess the needs
and problem areas in each school.
The SRO heads up Project Alert,
which has replaced the DARE pro-
gram in the schools. The SRO is
also involved in many other safety
aspects of the schools.

In committee reports, Commis-
sioner Robert D’Ambola proposed
adding a new ordinance that re-
quires all cars to be removed
from parking on the street when
the roads are snow covered to
allow for the plow trucks to clear
the roadways.

PSE&G has said it will knock
down the substation on South
Avenue and replace it with one
directly in front of it, thereby
moving the parking lot behind
the new substation. Mayor
Kalnins said the township rec-
ommended that PSE&G raise the
building to one foot above the
500-year storm floodwaters.

Council OKs New Boiler,
Spars Over Retiring Sgt. Pay

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for the Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Borough Council
members approved funds, Tues-
day night, for the emergency
replacement of the cast iron boiler
at Borough Hall, OK’d the hiring
of a replacement police officer
and then sparred over 2015 va-
cation/sick payments to a retir-
ing officer.

The 32-year-old boiler gave out
Monday morning, necessitating
the emergency repairs by
Cranford Plumbing and Heating
of Garwood that afternoon-
evening. Two bids were received
within hours, according to Coun-
cilman Jim Mathieu, the build-
ings and grounds committee
chairman — one for $11,385 by
Cranford Plumbing and another
for $10,500 by a company he did
not name.

Department of Public Works Su-
perintendent Fred Corbitt rec-
ommended that Cranford Plumb-

ing be authorized to do the re-
pairs due to the relative similar-
ity of the bids, his familiarity with
the company and Cranford
Plumbing’s familiarity with the
Borough Hall heating system.
After consulting with Mayor
Charles Lombardo, the building
and grounds committee approved
the work.

The council also voted to allow
Police Chief Bruce Underhill to
hire Garwood native Valerio
Zuena, 32, who now lives in
Springfield, as a probationary
patrolman and numerical re-
placement on the force for Sgt.
Mario Morelli, who retired Janu-
ary 31 after 25 years.

Mr. Zuena, who has served as a
deputy sheriff with the Essex
County Sheriff’s Department, will
begin Monday.

Both resolutions passed unani-
mously, 5-to-0, with Councilman
Mike Martin absent.

But Mr. Mathieu balked at an
item originally on the consent
agenda, authorizing $34,305.81
to Sgt. Morelli for vacation, holi-
days, sick time, personal time
and other hours for 2015.

He criticized the payment, say-
ing that officers that work one
day into a calendar year are paid
an entire year’s vacation and off
time for “not working.”

“It erodes the faith in the po-
lice,” he said. “Our police should
be paid and paid well, but this is
gaming the system.”

After rhetorically asking Bor-
ough Attorney Bob Renaud what
the likely consequence would be
if the council voted not to autho-
rize the payment, Councilwoman
Sara Todisco said the money
being paid to Sgt. Morelli was a
contract provision and denial
would almost assuredly result in
a lawsuit the borough would lose.

This sparked a terse exchange

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
TRY MY PRODUCTS... Shoppers sample the wares from Cranford’s Atlantic
Beach Soap Company, a vendor at Saturday’s kickoff of the winter indoor
artisan market at the Cranford Community Center.

Modern Living Game Is Changer in Fighting Fires
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ULTIMATE SACRIFICE... Cranford Police remembered Patrolman Robert F.
Hand, yesterday, February 11th, 40 years after he was killed in the line-of-duty
during a motor vehicle pursuit.

CRANFORD — The Cranford Po-
lice Department remembered Pa-
trol Robert F. Hand yesterday and
the sacrifice that he made 40 years
ago on February 11, 1975 when
he was killed in the line of duty
during a motor vehicle pursuit.

The car that Patrolman Hand
was chasing was driven by an
18-year-old Rahway resident.
The chase began in Cranford and
continued onto Westfield Avenue
in Clark, where the officer lost
control of his car and crashed
into the storefront of a glass and
mirror shop. The 18-year-old
driver of the car that Patrolman
Hand was chasing was arrested
in Rahway several minutes after
the crash. Patrolman Hand was
taken to Rahway Hospital where
he was pronounced dead. Patrol-

man Hand left behind a wife and
four young children.

Patrolman Hand was nicknamed
‘The Senator’ because he was
known to stop and talk to all of
the store owners , shoppers, and
everyone else who he saw on his
beat. His peers would joke that it
would take him half of his shift to
walk just one block because of
his desire to help people and
start conversations with every-
one he saw.

Cranford Police Chief James
Wozniak said, “Patrolman Hand
could have written a book on
community policing. His desire
to give back to the community
wasn’t something that anyone
could teach; it was a gift that
came very natural to him.”

Patrolman Hand was an Air
Force veteran who served in the
Korean Conflict and he received
an honorable discharge in 1950.
He was sworn in as a Cranford
patrolman in 1956 and received
numerous commendations dur-
ing his 19-year career. In 1968
he was issued a commendation
for breaking up a large scale
narcotics ring that resulted in the
arrest of 10 drug dealers, and in
1969 he was commended for
arresting a child sex offender.

Patrolman Hand was active in
the Cranford Elks Lodge and VFW
Post 335 and had been elected
by his fellow officers to serve as
president of the Cranford P.B.A.

Uniformed Cranford officers
wore black mourning bands yes-
terday, February 11, across their
badges in remembrance of their
fallen brother.

“Officer Hand is nothing short
of a legend within the Cranford
Police Department, and this week
we will take time to remember
his service to our country, his
dedication to our community, and
the sacrifice that he and his fam-
ily made 40 years ago,” Chief
Wozniak said.

Officer Hand Remembered
By Cranford Police Dept.between the two, with Mr.

Mathieu calling for the
policemen’s contract to be
changed and an exasperated Ms.
Todisco claiming it would be irre-
sponsible to vote against the
measure.

“Whether we agree or not, I
don’t want to waste the taxpay-
ers’ money,” she said.

When Mr. Mathieu shot back
that someone has to speak up for
the taxpayer, Councilwoman Ann
Tarantino snapped back from the
other side of the dais: “We are
standing up for the taxpayer.”

The measure passed 4-to-1.
In the work session, the council

once more discussed the three
remaining encroachments on the
Recreation and Sports Complex
from private homes.

As building and grounds chair-
man, Mr. Mathieu approached all
three home owners and gave the
council a rundown on the status,
telling the council that two of the

three made reasonable requests
of the borough.

The owner at 116 Myrtle Av-
enue asked that the property
line be delineated again so she
could understand where it is, and
the owner at 119 Willow Avenue
requested that if a fence was to
be removed and replaced prop-
erly on the line that both actions
be done on the same day for her
dog.

However, the owner at 167
Myrtle, identified by Mr. Mathieu
as Kenneth Higney, is disputing
the borough’s claims and indi-
cated he would seek counsel if
the town sought to enforce its
claim.

“We have our survey,” Mr.
Renaud said. “He provided the
same survey that showed the
same encroachment.”

Councilman Bill Nierstedt sug-
gested moving ahead with the
undisputed properties, and the
council deferred on the third while

Services Held for Teen
Killed in Warinanco Crash

CRANFORD — A funeral Mass
was held Monday for a 16-year-
old Cranford High School student
who was killed February 3rd in a
car crash in Warinanco Park.

Justin Juzefyk was the passen-
ger in a 2003 Honda CRV when it
struck a light pole and then a tree
on the passenger side, according
to a NJ Advance Media report.

He was taken by county EMS to
University Hospital in Newark and
died around 2:30 a.m., accord-
ing to the report. The accident
occurred about a quarter-mile
from the Warinanco ice kating
rink around 8:30 p.m., after the
conclusion of the 6:45 p.m.
Cranford-Summit hockey game,
according to the report.

The car’s 17-year-old driver

survived the crash with only mi-
nor injuries. His name has not
been released. Union County
spokesman Seb D’Elia said the
Union County Police are investi-
gating the accident.

According to his obituary, Jus-
tin was a junior at Cranford High
School with an interest in pho-
tography and was a member of
the Cranford swim team. A
candlelight vigil was held in his
memory on February 4.

Justin is survived by his par-
ents, Steven Juzefyk and Theresa
Gambino; a sister, Halley Juzefyk,
and his grandparents.

Dooley Funeral Home in Cranford
handled funeral arrangements.
The funeral was held at St. John
the Apostle Church in Clark.

p g g y

Council OKs New Boiler, Spares over Ret. Sgt. Pay
Mr. Renaud researched an ordi-
nance that would enable the town
to place a lien on the property.

In other issues, Traffic Commit-
tee Chairwoman Mrs. Tarantino
informed the borough that due to
mounting complaints over the
years regarding speeding vehicles
on Fourth Avenue, the police de-
partment was looking into ob-
taining grants to erect “radar feed-
back” signs. The devices detect a
car’s speed and flash it at the
drivers, intending to get those
over the limit to slow down.

Chief Underhill said at the meet-
ing that speed bumps were an
option, but he considered them a
“drastic start” that came with
maintenance costs. He also ex-
pressed concern that it would
force traffic onto North Avenue
and through the Lincoln School
zone.
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By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township’s
2015 departmental budget re-
view continued Tuesday at the
township committee conference
session held prior to the official
meeting. The health department
and TV-35 discussed each of their
department’s budgets with the
committee members.

The health department salary
remains flat, Monika Koscova-
Jencik, registered environmen-
tal health specialist, told the com-
mittee. The department is in need
of a new copier and the low bid
came in at $5,000, she said. The
Environmental Commission has
a budget of $3,500, she said.

Ed Davenport of TV-35 said the
station’s budget, “has stayed
mostly the same.” The mainte-
nance and repair budget totals
$130,221 and is used for repairs
of cameras, tape machines and
other equipment. An additional
cost of $1,500 for access to the
Omni music library that safe-
guards against copyright in-
fringement and offers 25,000
songs for the channel to use for
its broadcast was included in the
budget. Also, $2,800 is an an-
nual fee for broadcasts to be
made available on the pay chan-
nel as an on demand option for
TV viewers. “We had to add
$12,000 to get our radio station
back on the air,” Mr. Davenport
said. “We need it for emergency
backup.”

During the official meeting, the
committee passed the rescind-
ing of an ordinance that estab-
lishes a conservation utility.

“This does not impact the con-
servation center, the environ-
mental commission or the green
team,” Mayor Andis Kalnins said.

The committee also passed
three ordinances that will re-
strict parking on a portion of

South Union Avenue as a means
to deter long-term parking by
commuters. There will be a time
restriction between Washington
and Christopher Street on South
Union Avenue between 9 a.m.
and noon, Commissioner Mary
O’Connor said.

Adjustments to the salaries of
the police chief and the assistant
chief financial officer (CFO) were
made in the adoption of an ordi-
nance fixing salaries and wages.
The salary range for the police
chief is between $148,000 and
$174,803, and the CFO is be-
tween $53,657 and $73,000.A
resolution that authorizes an
amendment to the township com-
mittee bylaws was passed by a
vote of 4-to-1, with Commis-
sioner Tom Hannen, Jr. opposing
the amendment.

Zoning Officer to Recommend
Changes to Land Dev. Ord.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Township Zon-
ing Officer Robert Hudak has rec-
ommended amending the land
development ordinance the plan-
ning board signed off on and
township committee passed in
December. Mr. Hudak is to make
his final recommendations to the
township council Monday at the
workshop meeting.

Within the ordinance, building
coverage maximums were
added. Since the ordinance was
passed, he said most of the homes
in Cranford are non-conforming
in building coverage. This would
mean any construction to a home
would need a variance sought
and would burden the taxpayer
and the zoning board.

“If all these houses are non-
conforming…their houses are
worthless then. That is a big
issue,” Mr. Hudak said at the
Cranford Planning Board’s Feb-
ruary 4 meeting.

Building coverage is the per-
centage of the lot area covered
by a home or attached garage,
Mr. Hudak said. This is different
from lot coverage, which includes
building coverage and impervi-

ous surfaces such as driveways.
“I think we need to recognize

our issues with flooding and im-
pervious surface…What we need
to be concerned about is imper-
vious surface,” Board Vice-Chair-
woman Lynda Feder said.

In 2009, the township had con-
cerns with McMansions being built
on small properties and changes
to lot coverage were put in place
to “severely curtail develop-
ment,” Mr. Hudak said.

Mr. Hudak said he is still inves-
tigating the matter. He will
present his recommended
changes to the percentages of
building coverage in the various
residential zones at Monday’s
council meeting.

During the public portion of last
Wednesday’s planning board
meeting, resident Frank Krause
again brought up his issue with
the North Avenue corridor. He
has concerns with how the board
of adjustment has approved ap-
plications for two new banks: In-
vestors Savings Bank, to be built
next to the Rustic Mill Diner, and
Two River Bank, on the corner of
Lincoln and North Avenues. He
believes the front-yard setbacks
are too shallow and that there is
a public-safety issue with ingress
and egress of traffic to the banks.
He had previously addressed the
township committee and plan-
ning board on these issues.

Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader
BUDGET TALKS … Cranford Fire Department Captain Andy Stratton gave a
presentation Monday to the township committee regarding staffing of the fire
department.

“I think this ordinance is rather
broad and I would not want to
see this used for a bludgeon or
attack on any commissioner,”
Mr. Hannen said.

“The conflict of interest law is a
statutory law…,” Deputy Mayor
Lisa Adubato said.

The resolution prohibits com-
missioners who have a conflict of
interest on a certain matter to be
in the room during discussion of
that particular matter, Ms.
Adubato said. She said in the
past it was unclear that when a
conflict of interest was present if
that person should be privy to
the discussions of the matter. “It
is a simple clarification,” she
added.

“By leaving the room, we elimi-
nate the appearance of conflict,”

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Cranford Budget Review Continues;
Parking Restrictions Passed

The Cameos to Perform
At Gran Centurions

CLARK – The Cameos, New
Jersey's favorite oldies group,
will appear at The Gran Centuri-
ons, 440 Madison Hill Road, Clark
on Friday, March 13.

The dinner show will open at 7
p.m. featuring a deluxe buffet,
dessert, wine, beer, and soda.
Cash bar is available.

This event is sponsored by
UNICO, the largest Italian Ameri-
can service organization in the
nation.

For information or tickets call
(908) 337-0141.

Reading is Good For You
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Trinity Day School to Hold
Tricky Tray, Registration

CRANFORD — Trinity Episcopal
Day School (TEDS) will host its
fourth annual Tricky Tray event
next Thursday, February 19, from
7 to 10 p.m. It will take place in
the Trinity Episcopal Church’s
Sherlock Hall, located at 205
North Avenue East, Cranford.
Tickets are $15 per person.

“Proceeds from the evening will
go for an AED Defibrillator for the
school and build the necessary
facilities to provide infant care,”
said Nancy Ditzel, TEDS director.
“We invite all adults to join us for
a fun evening for a great cause,”
she continued.

Attendees need to bring their
own food and wine. Tickets may
be purchased in advance or at
the door.

Additionally, TEDS has an-
nounced that Fall 2015 enroll-
ment is now open. TEDS serves
children from age 2½ through

kindergarten. Flexible schedule
options include half days, two
days per week, five days per
week, as well as early drop-off,
from 7 a.m., and late pick-up,
until 6 p.m. It also offers a Kin-
dergarten Wrap-Around program
and full-day kindergarten, said
Ms. Ditzel.

Kindergarten Wrap-Around
provides a full day of kindergar-
ten, half day in TEDS and a half
day in public school, which eases
the child’s transition into first
grade in public school. TEDS also
has an active Aftercare Program
for children, kindergarten
through grade 5, from the
Cranford Public Schools.

For more information about
Trinity Episcopal Day School or
the TEDS Tricky Tray, call (908)
276-2881, e-mail
teds205@gmail.com or visit
tedscranford.org.

CF Rotary, Alliance Offer
Medication Safe Boxes

CRANFORD — Recognizing that
many youngsters who take ille-
gal drugs start with the prescrip-
tions in the medicine cabinets in
their own homes, the Rotary Club
of Cranford is partnering with the
Cranford Municipal Alliance to
stop them before they can begin.

The two organizations are mak-
ing low-cost medication safe
boxes available to families in the
community at local outlets.

A recent survey released by
The Partnership at Drugfree.org
and the MetLife Foundation con-
firmed that one in four teens
reports having misused or abused
a prescription drug at least once
in their lifetime. More than four
in 10 teens who have misused or
abused a prescription drug ob-
tained it from their parents’ medi-
cine cabinet.

Experts recommend that par-
ents secure prescriptions the
same way as other valuables,
like jewelry or cash. If possible,
all medicines, both prescription
and over-the-counter, should be
kept in a safe place, such as a
locked container.

“Keeping our students safe from
drugs is something we should all
be involved in. These medication
boxes should be in every house,
reinforcing what we are saying in
school – stay away from all
drugs,” said Cranford Superin-
tendent of Schools Gayle Carrick.

The safe boxes are small plas-
tic containers that hold three

to four smaller pill bottles or
two larger bottles. They have a
combination lock attached
which makes the box tamper-
evident, so parents will be able
to tell if someone has tried to
get it open. While someone can
break into the box, it sends a
signal that parents are con-
cerned and interested in their
kids’ well-being.

The boxes are available for pur-
chase locally for $5 at the
Cranford Community Center, 220
Walnut Avenue, and at Bell’s
Pharmacy, 17 North Union Av-
enue, Cranford.

The Rotary Club of Cranford
was established in 1923 and
serves the Cranford community
through service projects, spon-
sorships and scholarships. The
club meets every Thursday at
7:45 a.m. at the Cranford Com-
munity Center. Any man or
woman, actively employed or re-
tired, is invited to attend a meet-
ing of the club. For additional
information, call Membership
Chairman Mike Flynn at (908)
272-2827.

The Cranford Municipal Alliance
Committee is a community-based
organization, consisting of vol-
unteer members, which is dedi-
cated to a comprehensive and
coordinated effort to reduce and
prevent substance abuse. For
more information, call Kara
Noesner, Municipal Alliance co-
ordinator, at (908) 709-7200.

Commissioner Robert D’Ambola
said.

“Each of the committee mem-
bers were elected by voters… By
prohibiting a person’s ability to
be in the room… disenfranchises
those voters who sent those com-
missioners here with a specific
job in mind,” Commissioner
Hannen said.

The committee passed a reso-
lution authorizing the mayor to
enter into a settlement agree-
ment with Government Strategy
Group, a consultant that pro-
vided chief financial officer ser-
vices for a period of approxi-
mately two years, Mayor Kalnins
told The Westfield Leader. The
township has since hired an in-
house chief financial officer.

The new Mexican restaurant,
River & Rail Cantina, slated to
open at the Riverfront, was au-
thorized by resolution to accept
a person-to-person transfer of a
liquor license.

A resolution was passed that
designates $9.7 million of notes
consisting of $9.55 million gen-
eral bond anticipation notes and
$141,151 swim pool utility bond
anticipation notes. Those notes
were funded at 0.25- percent
interest rate, Mayor Kalnins said.

“We know those rates won’t
last and we are in the process of
putting together a debt manage-
ment plan,” he said.

“We need to come up with a
plan we can sustain over time.
There is a lot of discussion around
the (state’s) Transportation Trust
Fund. I recommend we continue
to pressure our state leaders to
make sure that is funded so our
roads do not crumble,” Mayor
Kalnins said.

Mayor Kalnins also announced
the $1 million authorized by the
federal government to complete
the Rahway River Basin Flood
Risk Management Feasibility
Study by the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers. Once the study is com-

pleted, the next step would be to
attain funding for construction.

The invocation said by Com-
missioner O’Connor was in honor
of Father John McGovern, pastor
emeritus at Saint Michaels Ro-
man Catholic Church, who died

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BARGAINS...Shoppers look for bargains on Saturday at the Cranford Artisans
Market.

January 21 at the age of 74.
“I worked many years with Fa-

ther McGovern at the school and
church,” Ms. Adubato said. “He
was a source of comfort to many
people in the community… He
will be missed.”

Budget Review Continues; Pk. Restrictions Passed
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Auditions Announced for
Summer Conservatory

CRANFORD – The Pineda Con-
servatory has announced upcom-
ing auditions for the 2015 summer
conservatory featuring fully staged
productions of the Tony Award
Nominated musical The Wedding
Singer and When You Wish Upon A
Star, a cabaret of our childhood
favorites. Students entering 9th
grade and graduating high school
seniors are eligible to audition for
this rigorous training program.

Center Stage is a five-week in-
tensive program for outstanding
musical theatre students taught
by professional staff with experi-
ence on Broadway, regionally and
on theatre & concert stages around
the world. Students participate in
daily dance, voice, audition prepa-
ration and acting classes as well as
special industry-related workshops
and master classes. In the 2014
season the Center Stage class was
treated to a visit from Michelle
O’Connell, who plays Carlotta in
Broadway’s The Phantom of the
Opera and students also partici-
pated in fundraising efforts for
Broadway Cares Equity Fights Aids.

Former Pineda Conservatory
students have been accepted into
some of the nation's leading col-
lege theatre programs and con-
servatories and have gone on to
appear in television, movies, pro-
fessional theatres and opera
houses around the country.

The program runs June 29th to
August 2nd, meeting daily monday
through friday from 12:30 to 5:30
p.n. at the Cranford Dramatic Club
Theatre in Cranford. Enrollment is
limited and acceptance into the
program is by audition only. Every
student selected participates in both
shows. Those who are ensemble in
The Wedding Singer will perform as
the featured players in When You
Wish Upon A Star, with songs se-
lected specifically for them.

Auditions will be held Satur-
days, February 21 and 28 and
Sunday, March 1 by appointment
only. Further audition informa-
tion can be found and audition
appointments can be made at
www.pinedaconservatory.com/
Summer-Center-Stage.html. or
by calling (908) 731-1377.

HONORED FOR SERVICE...The Interfaith Human Relations Committee of
the Cranford Clergy Council honored Pat Jurpalis, a parishioner at the Calvary
Lutheran Church in Cranford, with the Martin Luther King Jr. Award at its
Martin Luther King, Jr. Commemorative Service January 15 at the First Baptist
Church of Cranford. Ms. Jurpalis was recognized for her service to local elderly
and shut-in residents. She is pictured with Rabbi Benjamin Goldstein of Temple
Beth-El Mekor Chayim in Cranford.

Rain Barrel Workshop On Tap For
Environment Panel in Cranford

CRANFORD — New Jersey De-
partment of Environmental Pro-
tection (NJDEP) Watershed Am-
bassador Brittany Musolino will
lead a rain barrel workshop in
partnership with the Cranford
Environmental Commission on
Saturday, March 21. Taking place
at the Cranford Community Cen-
ter on Walnut Avenue, the event
will run from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Rain barrels are an important
tool for preventing run-off from
entering storm drains, which
transport non-point source pol-
lutants to rivers and streams. At
the workshop, residents will be
given a presentation on why rain
barrels help to protect water qual-

Kenilworth Historical Soc.
Schedules Soup-Tasting

KENILWORTH — The Kenilworth
Historical Society will host a soup-
tasting event on Tuesday, March
3, from 6 to 8 p.m., in the cafete-
ria of David Brearley Middle and
High School, located at 401 Mon-
roe Avenue, Kenilworth. Entitled
“Soup’s On,” this event will give
participants the opportunity to
taste a variety of favorite home-
made soups, along with assorted
breads and desserts.

Admission is $14. Advance res-
ervations are required by Tues-
day, February 24. For reserva-
tions/tickets, call (908) 709-0434
or (908) 709-0391 or visit Espe-
cially Yours Florist, 13 North 20th
Street, Kenilworth, where tickets
for the event also are being sold.

Proceeds from “Soup’s On” will
benefit the Kenilworth Historical
Society’s circa 1880 Oswald J.
Nitschke House “living history”
museum and cultural arts center

by helping to defray the cost of
an elevator that makes all levels
of the newly restored site fully
accessible to everyone.

The Kenilworth Historical Society
is an independent, volunteer-based,
non-profit, tax-exempt, 501(c)3 or-
ganization dedicated to the research,
preservation and interpretation of
the Oswald J. Nitschke House, local
history and culture.

The recently restored Nitschke
House “living history” museum fea-
tures five authentically furnished
historic rooms on the first floor for
interpreting life in the 1905 to
1934 period; an exhibition center
on the second floor and a cultural
arts center on the lower level, all
of which are wheelchair-accessible.
For further details regarding the
Kenilworth Historical Society and
the Nitschke House, visit the
organization’s website.
kenilworthhistoricalsociety.org.

ity and aid in easing floods. For a
fee of $12, participants will also
receive their own barrel with train-
ing on how to construct and in-
stall this rain collection system.

The workshop would not be pos-
sible without the donation of bar-
rels from L’Oreal USA and sup-
port from the Cranford Environ-
mental Commission, Union
County Parks and Recreation and
Rutgers Water Resources.

Registration is limited. To pre-
register for the workshop, Ms.
Brittany Musolino, watershed
ambassador for Watershed Man-
agement Area 7, at (908) 789-
3209 or e-mail
watershed7@ucnj.org.
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Probitas Verus Honos

Trinity Plans Services
For Ash Wednesday
CRANFORD — The Trinity Epis-

copal Church invites everyone
to come for Ash Wednesday
services at noon and 7 p.m. on
February 18. The Reverend Dr.
Gina Walsh-Minor, rector of
Trinity Episcopal Church, will
be the celebrant. Trinity is lo-
cated at 119 Forest Avenue,
Cranford.

Ash Wednesday is the first
day of Lent. The name comes
from the practice of placing of a
cross of ashes on the forehead
of Christians as a sign of their
mortality and penitence.

Lent is the liturgical season of
40 days of penitence and fast-
ing. Sundays, the Sabbath day,
are not part of the Lenten fast-
ing days. Christians are invited
“to observe a Holy Lent by self-
examination and repentance by
prayer, fasting and self-denial,
and by reading and meditating
on God’s Holy Word.”

Historically, Lent was a time
converts were prepared for Holy
Baptism or for reconciling those
who had been separated from
the church through penitence
and forgiveness. The liturgical
changes in Lent include qui-
eter, more meditative services,
purple vestments, veiled
crosses and less ornate altar
pieces.
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