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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Just about every type of situa-
tion in a baseball game that could
happen did happen in Westfield
on April 2, but in the end, the
visiting Cranford High School
Cougars executed some effec-
tive base running and got a ma-
jor multiple run-saving catch from
centerfielder Pat Knight to hold
off the Blue Devils, 7-5, in each
team’s second regular season
game.

With the Cougars leading 7-5 in
the bottom of the sixth inning,
the Blue Devils had two runners

in scoring position with two outs
and Mike Friel launched a shot to
deep center forcing Knight to
sprint to his right and make a
diving snag just before the ball
hit the turf.

“I got a pretty good read off of
that. I knew I was going to track
it down and luckily I came up with
it,” Knight said.

“It felt good off the bat. I thought
I had a hit at first then Pat Knight,
he’s a great centerfielder on the
other team, made a great catch,”
Friel said. “There’s nothing you
can do. Great catch!”

“Pat made a great play. He

totally dove for the ball fully ex-
tended. He made a great catch.
It was a key part of the game,”
Cougar Head Coach Dennis
McCaffrey said.

Despite the great catch, Friel
still had a good afternoon with a
double in the second inning and a
single in the fourth, while scoring
after both hits.

“He hung me a curve ball and I
just jumped on it. He left it right
inside. I hit it off the barrel. I
didn’t even look, just ran,” Friel
said of his double.

Friel also had an RBI single the
day before in the season opener
against Scotch Plains-Fanwood.

“I’m a little early in finding my
zone. I am seeing the ball well off
the plate,” he said.

A bit of the early season crazi-
ness began in the top of the first
inning when Cougar leadoff bat-
ter Ryan Bakie rolled a grounder
to second that was overthrown
then Joe Norton’s grounder to
shortstop was muffed. Norton
stole second setting up Knight’s
big opportunity and he came
through with a two-run single.

“Their pitcher, Ben Herbster, I
play with him on our summer
team. I knew he was probably
coming with a fastball and I drove
it up the middle,” Knight said.

Knight then stole second and
third, before Herbster managed
to fan the next two batters and
get the next one to ground out
for the third out.

The next bit of craziness hap-
pened in the second inning. Cou-
gar Chris Szerkes walked and
Liam Duffy became the first of

four batters to be hit by a pitch —
two Cougars, two Blue Devils.
Szerkes was then caught in a
rundown for the second out. Bakie
stepped to the plate. Duffy’s pinch
runner, Garrett Forrestal, at-
tempted to steal third as Blue
Devil catcher Devin Anderson
tried to gun him down, but Bakie
was called for interfering with
the play for the third out.

The Blue Devil second began
with Friel’s leadoff double to left.
Colin Dursee’s sacrifice bunt
moved him to third then Mike
Tivinan tapped a slow roller half-
way to third that allowed Friel to
score.

Cougar starting pitcher Vince
Genova ran into a little bit of
trouble in the third.
Dan DoCampo reached first safely
on a throwing error. Matt

KNIGHT MAKES SAVING CATCH, 2-RUN SINGLE; FRIEL DOUBLE, SINGLE, 2 RUNS SCORED

Cranford Cougars Hold Off Blue Devil Baseballers, 7-5
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Catanzaro laid down a sac bunt
then Chris Rinaldi (2-for-2)
hopped a single to right. The
right fielder threw to third,
prompting Rinaldi to sprint to-
ward second, but the third
baseman alertly fired to second
to bang him for the out.

Cougar Korey Comer (2-for-4)

led off the fourth with a single to
left. Szerkes’ bunt caused a
throwing error. Duffy advanced
both runners with a sac bunt
then a balk call allowed Comer’s
pinch runner, Dan DeLayo, to
score. Szerkes scored on a wild
pitch. Bakie took a fastball on the
hand, stole second and scored

on Norton’s RBI single to make
the score, 5-1.

The Blue Devils answered with
three runs on four hits. Friel
singled, Dursee was hit, Tivenan
lofted an RBI sac fly to left and
Anderson drilled an RBI single to
left. Another balk advanced run-
ners then DoCampo punched an
RBI single to right.
Catanzaro’s two-
out single caused a
pitching change and
in came reliever
Chris Librera, who
put out the fire.

In the sixth, Bakie
reached on an er-
ror, stole second
and moved to third
when Blue Devil re-
liever Alex Pansini’s
pitch plunged into
the dirt. Knight
drew a walk then
pulled off a slick de-
layed steal then
Albert Gargiulo
rapped a two-run
single to left.

“We practice run-

ning a lot. Coach teaches that we
have to steal bases if we are
going to win and I think that
showed,” Knight said.

Pansini led off the Westfield
sixth with a fading double down
the right field line. Catanzaro
took a hit on the arm and Rinaldi
walked to load the bases. Steve

Barmakian hit an RBI sac fly then
Knight made his fabulous catch
to end the inning. Neither team
scored in the seventh.

“We had some good situational
hitting where I felt we were able
to get runs across. Vince Genova
and Chris Librera, I thought they
threw the ball well today,” Coach
McCaffrey said.

On April 1, the Cougars and
Elizabeth battled to a 6-6 tie that
was called due to darkness in the
eighth.

“I am proud of the way we
performed today. Coming back
after a tie to get a win is a good
win for us to get us rolling,”
Knight said.

“It’s early in the season. We are
working out the kinks. Once we
work together as a team, play to
our potential, we will be a good
team,” Friel said.

“Westfield is as good of a team in
Union County and the state of New
Jersey. We know every time we
play them, it’s going to be a tough
game,” Coach McCaffrey said.
Cranford 200 302 0 7
Westfield 010 301 0 5
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Nationally Ranked IMG Academy (Bradenton, Fla.) Edges Blue Devil Laxers, 11-9
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By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Effective defense allowed the
Cranford High School boys la-
crosse team’s offense to do its
thing en route to a much coveted
12-4 victory over local rival
Scotch Plains-Fanwood at Me-
morial Field in Cranford on April
1. Richie Hurley scored five goals
and Mark Christiano added two
goals and three assists for the
Cougars, who soared to a 6-1
lead at the half. The win served
notice to the Raiders and anyone
else who may be interested that
the Cougars (3-0) are likely to be
a force this season.

“We are trying to work on our
fundamentals right now,” said
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Head
Coach Nick Micelli. “We are cre-
ating a lot of self inflicted wounds.
We are not picking up ground

balls. We are not catching the
ball well. But I’ll tell you a lot of
credit today has to go to Cranford.
I think they have got a really
strong team going this year. Their
midfielder group is phenomenal.”

The Raiders, now 0-3 on the
season, could never get
untracked offensively in the
game. After Hurley scored less
than two minutes into the game,
the Raiders answered with a goal
by Joe Griffith at 6:40 to tie the
contest, 1-1. But that would be
all the Cranford defense would
allow in the first half. The Cougar
offense meanwhile was not fin-
ished.

A shot by Mark Pawlick found its
way into the back of the Raiders’
net with 3:26 remaining in the
opening quarter giving Cranford
a 2-1 lead. In the second quar-
ter, Mark Christiano and Mike

Palumbo scored goals within the
first six minutes to increase the
Cougar lead to 4-1. The Cougars
then put real distance between
themselves and the visitors with
a pair of quick strikes by Hurley in
the final two minutes of the half.
Hurley scored on goals just seven
seconds apart at 1:26 and 1:19
to give Cranford a 6-1 lead at the
break.

So thorough was the Cougar
defensive effort that the Raiders
managed just one shot on goal in
the entire second quarter of play.

“Possession is always the key
to winning these games,” said
Cranford Head Coach Al Reinoso.
“In the first quarter both teams
got good looks at the net, but

HURLEY HITS FOR FIVE GOALS, SHUPP MAKES 13 SAVES; NIZOLAK NOTCHES TWO GOALS

Cougars Stop Raiders, 12-4 in Cole’s Cup Lax Showdown
from the second quarter forward,
we really did a good job in limit-
ing their shots. That second quar-
ter was great. We only gave up
one shot attempt, which is some-
thing you really have to appreci-
ate.”

The Raiders made their only
move of the game in the first
three minutes of the third quar-
ter, sandwiching a pair of goals
by Jack Gerrity and Scott Nizolak
around one scored by Hurley.
This pulled the Raiders to within
7-3 with over nine minutes re-
maining in the third quarter. But
the Cranford defense remained
the dominant force in the game
holding the Raiders scoreless for
the next 18 minutes.

The Cranford offense, mean-
while, scored four more goals to
extend out to an 11-3 lead be-
fore coasting to victory.

“Rich Hurley had the hot hand
today,” said Reinoso. “He is very
slick and elusive around the net.
The Christianos, Mark and Luke,
really controlled the game be-
tween the boxes for us.”

The game marked the second
annual meeting of the two schools
as they played for Cole’s Cup,
named for Scotch Plains-Fanwood
goaltender Cole Weber, who was
diagnosed in 2012 with a form of
lymphoma. Last season’s inau-
gural match was won by Scotch
Plains-Fanwood. After missing an
entire season, Weber has re-
turned to the varsity lineup and
started against Cranford record-
ing 12 saves in defeat.

“The game was started last sea-
son as a way of honoring athletes
and kids who have battled back
from illness,” said Micelli.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Probitas Verus Honos

Story on page 13

of The Westfield Leader
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Nizolak finished with two goals,
Gerrity also had an assist and six
ground balls and Jordan Belford

scooped eight ground balls. Ryan
Connors and Jake Kloepfer each
had five ground balls. Cougar

goalkeeper Ryan Shupp had 13
saves. Nick Colucci had four as-
sists, Pawlick finished with three

goals, Palumbo had two goals
and Luke Christiano scooped six
ground balls, while Connor Fitch

had five ground balls.
Sc Pl-Fanwood 1 0 2 1 4
Cranford 2 4 3 3 12
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* Westfield Blue Devils Score One in 7th to Nip Cranford Cougar Softballers, 8-7 *

Story on page 9

of The Westfield Leader
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Scotch Plains-Fanwood Baseball Raiders Plate 6 in 1st, Hold Off Blue Devils, 6-4
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By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — More than a
dozen members of the public
came out Tuesday night at the
township committee official
meeting to voice their comments
on the committee’s decision to
cut down Old Peppy, the over
200-year-old Pepperidge tree
that symbolizes Cranford’s heri-
tage. The new fire chief for
Cranford was also announced.

Captain Daniel Czeh was pro-
moted to fire chief. He has served
some 20 years on the Cranford
Fire Department, Commissioner
Mary O’Connor told The Westfield
Leader. “He is a very solid choice,”
she said.

Last year, the township com-
mittee had two companies as-
sess Old Peppy. In six years,
about nine assessments were
done. Old Peppy had lost a large
limb, which has started the pro-
cess of assessment of the tree’s
health.

Neil Hendrickson, Northeast
Technical Researcher for Bartlett
Tree Service, said his findings
stated in his report to the town-
ship last year were based on the
aboriculture industry standard
methodology, TRAQ, Tree Risk
Assessment Qualification. He
stated that Maser Consulting’s
report conducted last year did
not use this method. To compare
the two reports are like compar-
ing “apples and oranges,” he said.

In Mr. Hendrickson’s assess-
ment, he said the likelihood of
failure of branches of the tree
were possible to probable and
the likelihood of a branch strik-
ing a person was low. He said a
fence that would encircle the tree
along its drip line would prevent
any fallen branches from hitting
a pedestrian. He did not believe
the tree would fall over.

Whereas, Gustav DeBlasio, a
landscape architect with Maser
Consulting who also did an as-
sessment last year, said he be-

lieved the tree could fall over
because he said the tree is “se-
verely unbalanced because of the
loss of the canopy.” He said the
cabling done to the tree “didn’t
work.”

Mr. Hendrickson said he would
not recommend cutting down the
tree. Mr. DeBlasio said he rec-
ommended cutting the tree down
because he cited the tree as a
safety hazard.

“We’d like to save this tree…but
I would never pass a park with
this tree in it. … No fence is going
to hold a 12-inch limb in that
fence...they will bounce 25 feet,”
Mr. DeBlasio said.

“Failure occurs when load ex-
ceeds strength…It has survived
Sandy,” Mr. Hendrickson said.

“It is up to us to decide how
much risk is acceptable,” Com-
missioner O’Connor said.

“To achieve the level of risk
people are comfortable with, the
suburbs would look like a pool
table,” Mr. Hendrickson replied.

Jim Nichnadowicz, a resident of
Adams Avenue and the chairman
of the Union County Shade Tree
Advisory Board, said Old Peppy
“is on the New Jersey list of big
trees.” He agreed that putting a
fence around the tree would make
it safe should branches fall. He
compared it to putting up a fence
around a baseball field or the
Garden State Parkway to protect
pedestrians.

Barbara Krause, a member of
the tree advisory board in Cran-
ford, said there had been many
reports conducted over six years’
time, and the township had not
taken any action to care for the
tree or accept donations to care
for the tree.

“There are offers of a fence to
be donated. So why not keep
Peppy?” Mrs. Krause asked the
committee.

She also said she thought
Maser’s report had “exaggerated
the negative aspects” of the tree.

Fran Drew of Chatham, who
previously lived in Cranford, said,
“Every healthy tree should be
valued and protected.”

Bill Curtis, a member of the
Cranford Historical Society, said,
“No one has taken any steps to
patch it,” referring to a hole in
the tree.

“I wish this were a little more
democratic,” Mr. Curtis con-
cluded. “It seems very cut and
dry.”

Commissioner Tom Hannen, Jr.
asked Mayor Andis Kalnins if he
would reconsider another mo-

CRANFORD — The Interfaith
Human Relations Committee of
the Cranford Clergy Council, in
partnership with the Cranford
Public Schools and St. Michael
School, will host a Holocaust
Day of Remembrance on
Wednesday, April 22. It will be-
gin at 7 p.m. in the auditorium
at Orange Avenue School, lo-
cated at 901 Orange Avenue,
Cranford.

The event has been conducted
by the Clergy Council for 21
years, the Cranford Public
Schools and St. Michael School
for 12 years, and the commu-
nity for four years. In 2012 the
organizations recognized the
value in combining and creating
a single joint venture program.

This year, the New Jersey Com-
mission on Holocaust Education
has granted Cranford the honor
of being the New Jersey state-
wide site for the Holocaust Day
of Remembrance.

While the adults play a role in
the organization and details of
the project, it is the students
who participate in the program.

“The students from the high
school, the students from the
eighth grade at Hillside [Avenue
School] and Orange [Avenue
School] and the eighth-grade
students from St. Michael all
work together to present the
program based on whatever the
current day of remembrance
theme is…it is truly a community
event for the students,” said
Judith Podbelski, supervisor of
Social Studies and Business Man-
agement and Information Sys-
tems for the Cranford Public
Schools and a member of the
planning committee.

This year, the theme is “Lib-
eration: Are We Truly Free?” as
set forth by the United States
Holocaust Memorial Museum in
Washington, D.C.

Dr. Bernard Schanzer, chair-
man of the Trinitas Hospital Neu-
rology Department, and his twin
brother, Henry, will speak about
their time during the Holocaust
hiding from the Nazis on the
Bonhomme family farm in Saint-
Etienne, France.

Dr. Paul Winkler, executive di-
rector of the New Jersey Com-
mission on Holocaust Education,
also will speak at the event. St.
Michael’s students will share po-
etry written especially for this
event. The Cranford High School
Concert Choir and Academy
Dancers will perform.

The Interfaith Human Relations
Committee of the Cranford
Clergy Council consists of mem-
bers from all houses of worship
in Cranford and the Osceola
Church in Clark.

For more information about this
event, contact Cindy Hannen at
cindy@patwin.com or (908) 272-
9133.

Old Peppy Supporters Come Out for Last Stand

‘Rosie the Riveter’
To Speak to Club

CRANFORD — “Rosie the Riv-
eter,” a popular American cul-
tural icon, will be the guest
speaker at the Wednesday, April
15 meeting of the Wednesday
Morning Club. She will appear at
2 p.m. at Il Giardino, located at
103 Miln Street, Cranford.

In times of war, women have
been called upon to take on tasks
traditionally considered men’s
work and have shown themselves
more than equal to the chal-
lenge. Even more difficult for
these women has been returning
to traditionally female roles once
the men come home. Rosie has
symbolized women’s ability to
rise to both types of challenges.

The public is welcome to attend
this free event, which is funded
by the Horizons Speakers Bu-
reau of the New Jersey Council
for the Humanities, a state part-
ner of the National Endowment
for the Humanities.

Club members are invited to
arrive at 1 p.m. for a brief busi-
ness meeting and lunch. Co-
Presidents Dot Conheeney and
Barbara Jackson will preside at
the business meeting.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Cranford High School
Presents Fashion Show
CRANFORD – The Cranford High

School Class of 2015 will host
“Garden State Exit 2015” Fash-
ion Show on Friday, April 17 at
7:30 p.m. in the Cranford High
School Auditorium located at 201
West End Place.

This season’s prom dresses and
tuxedos modeled by Cranford
High School Seniors while enjoy-
ing the sights and sounds of New
Jersey.

Tickets are $10 and can be
purchased in advance from a par-
ticipating Cranford High School
Senior or at the Cranford High
School library. Tickets will be
available the night of the event
at the auditorium box office. Pro-
ceeds will benefit the Cranford
High School Project Graduation.
All are welcome.

Probitas Verus Honos

Cranford to Be Site April 22
For Holocaust Remembrance
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Local Letters to the Editor
Reader Presents Satire on

Garwood Property Taxes, Debt
This past Saturday I was at

Garwood’s new $3.2-million plus
Athletic Field Complex or, as we
must now call it, the “Garwood
Sports and Recreation Center” to
take my 2-year old son, James,
to our town’s annual Easter Egg
Hunt. On my way into the AFC (or
GSRC), I had occasion to pass
Garwood’s $6,800 Bocce court—
brand new and funded with tax-
payer dollars, just like the rest of
the facility. It was at that mo-
ment that I finally understood
how Garwood will make its way
out of all the taxes, debt and
spending the new AFC/GSRC has
inflicted on our borough — Bocce!

I am envisioning a Bocce re-
naissance and the Borough of
Garwood as ground zero is this
neglected pastime’s rebirth. We
could develop a marketing plan
for the Bocce court complete with
a tag line like: “Bocce — it’s not
just for your grandfather any-
more!” or “Do you have the balls
to play Bocce?” We could gener-
ate millions of dollars in annual
revenue for our borough by at-
tracting professional, amateur
and semi-pro Bocce leagues to
compete on Garwood’s new tax-
payer-funded field. In this part of
New Jersey alone, there must be
millions, maybe even dozens, of
people chomping at the bit to
improve their Bocce skills. In
addition to selling tickets to spec-
tators and garnering advertising
dollars from Fortune 500 corpo-
rate sponsors, we could charge
fees to vendors of Cannoli,
Espresso, and brown wool sweat-
ers. The possibilities are end-
less!

Of course this is not all good
news. I’ve heard Bocce crowds
can be especially violent and I
fear for the safety of our bor-
ough. I’m especially worried
about turning into just another
Bocce dad, embarrassing my son
on the field. I could just see my
arguing with the Little League
Bocce coach about how my son is
not getting enough Bocce play-
ing time and how I’m tired of
seeing him ride the bench only to
be jeered by another Bocce fa-
ther saying: “Hey, pipe down
Mathieu! You’re just jealous be-
cause my son’s gonna go pro and
your son doesn’t stand a chance!”
Finally, the flood of millions of
dollars of Bocce revenue into our
borough can lead to problems of
its own. But, never fear, I’m sure
Garwood’s Borough Council is up
to the task of spending it and
more!

Jim Mathieu
Garwood GOP Chairman

Garwood Sports and Rec. Complex: If
They Build It, Why Don’t They Come?
For the last two seasons, the

Garwood baseball moms and
dads who stayed faithful to the
Garwood Little League program
traveled back and forth to the
Little League Field in Kenilworth,
waiting for the field to re-open –
while many families have long-
since joined Clark teams. In fact,
my 12-year-old son did not want
to continue playing baseball this
season, but I encouraged him to
do so knowing that the highly
anticipated $3.2-million Garwood
Sports and Recreation Complex
would finally be reopened this
spring after two plus years of
construction. I was so excited
that he and his friends would
now have a home field to call
their own.

I received my 5-year-old
daughter’s T-ball schedule a few
weeks ago, and just realized I
hadn’t seen my son’s, who plays
for one of the two “Majors” Base-
ball teams in town (typically 11-
to-13-year-olds: 5th, 6th and 7th
graders). Now I understand why.
In checking his schedule on
leaguelineup.com, I discovered
that all of their games but the
two against the other Garwood
team are being played in
Kenilworth or Springfield this
year!

According to the Kenilworth
Little League, our new field does
not meet the specifications for
the Majors to play on. Initially,
we were told that the field was
not Little League World Series
“regulation size.” Now we’re be-
ing told that our own kids can’t
even play their regular Majors
games on this field.

My husband, a former Little
League coach, and I certainly
appreciate all that the volunteer
coaches do. This, however, is

just another example of poor
planning by the Garwood council
members who pushed this project
through without carefully recon-
sidering the baseball field’s speci-
fications. Last, the fact they
haven’t been forthcoming with
this information as opening day
approaches this Saturday, April
11th, is truly unacceptable.

Tina Simitz
Baseball Mom

Garwood Taxpayer

Garwood Has Benefits of Cranford
And Westfield With Lower Taxes

I am constantly amazed at the
‘factual’ associations that a re-
cent writer makes in letters [to
the editor] geared to scare
Garwood residents about their
property values, foreclosures and
taxes. Such accusations are un-
necessary fear mongering, to-
tally unprofessional, and simply
wrong. Let’s state some true facts
for the record:

There have been a total of 52
foreclosures in Garwood since
2009; the lowest number of any
community in Union County. With
a total county listing of 15,928
foreclosures within this time,
Garwood’s number is proof of its
stability, not of reckless spend-
ing. With 1,778 households in
Garwood, 52 units in foreclosure
represents 2.9 percent of
Garwood’s houses. While 1 is too
many, 2.9 percent is within mar-
ket expectations.

The high number of foreclo-
sures in the county and nation is
not due to local taxes. The big
banks that created our national
recession also created the rise in
the foreclosure market due to

their extension of loans to buy-
ers who simply did not have the
requisite capital to buy homes.
The federal government bailed
these corporations out of their
bankruptcies because they were
‘too big to fail’; but the ‘buyers’
to whom these money launder-
ers sold their houses had no such
‘Sugar Daddy’ and were left hold-
ing the bag. They simply could
not make their payments.

Residential properties go on the
market for many reasons – di-
vorce, people’s need for a
smaller/larger home due to life
changes, homeowner’s death, job
offers, etc; taxes are NOT the
main reason. Garwood does not
have the lowest taxes in Union
County; we are in the middle of
the pack. But, if high taxes were
the big reason for home sales,
one would expect that we would
have far more properties for sale
than we do.

A total of 19 houses for sale is
not a high number; it is a stan-
dard number. In 2014, 36 houses
were sold/purchased town wide.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

tion to vote on the tree, and
Mayor Kalnins said no.

During committee comments,
Mr. Hannen said he believed a
“pool code fence” would protect
from people climbing the fence.
He also read lines from The Giv-
ing Tree by Shel Silverstein.

Those committee members who
voted to cut down the tree said
any risk of a tree branch falling
on someone was too great a risk.

Some events coming up in-
clude a mold removal workshop
at the community center on Sat-
urday, June 6 from 10 a.m. to
noon, the mayor announced. Pre-
register can be done by calling
(908) 518-5620 or by sending
an e-mail to uchealth@ucnj.org.
The conservation center is ac-
cepting scrap metal on certain
days, see cranford.com/town-
ship for details.

Mayor Kalnins announced that
Cranford was chosen as the
state location for the remem-
brance ceremony of victims of
the Holocaust to be held at the
Hillside Avenue School on
Wednesday, April 22 at 7 p.m.
The week of April 12 to April 19
was proclaimed the week of
remembrance in Cranford.
“…The community should work
to promote human dignity and
confront hate…,” the procla-
mation read.

Prior to the official meeting,
during the conference session,
the committee approved the use
of the township’s right-of-way
for a homeowner at 21 Norman
Place, across the street from
Cranford High School, to install
a six-foot high fence. The owner
of the property, Nicolas Frantzen,
said after the encroachment
there would remain 11 feet of
property to the curb. Mr.
Frantzen will next go before the
zoning board for approval.

Old Peppy Supporters
Come Out for Stand

Probitas Verus Honos
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Letter to the Editor – Cont.

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Baseball League will hold the
2015 Garwood Day (Opening
Day) event this Saturday, April
11. The parade of baseball and
softball teams with their coaches
will start at 9 a.m. from Lincoln
School and make its way to the
Garwood Sports and Recreation
Complex on Myrtle Avenue.

Once at the complex, the

teams will be announced, first
pitches thrown, and more dur-
ing the Opening Day ceremony.
During the day there will be a
variety of baseball and softball
games utilizing both the base-
ball field and the new multi-
purpose turf field. The last game
has a start time of 3 p.m. The
Somerset Patriots mascot will
be participate in the parade and
will be available for pictures.

Also, the game truck will be
available from 10:30 a.m. to
12:30 p.m.. After the games
finish, there will be a series of
musical acts from 5:30 p.m.
until 9 p.m. A pop quiz will open
at 5:30 p.m. and will be fol-
lowed by The Benjamins and
Brother John Brown. A beer tent,
sponsored by Crossroads, will

be open from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.
for those 21 years or older and
with proper identification.

A concession stand will be open
from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. All are
welcome to attend this day-
long event.

Dems File for Seats on
Union County Committee

COUNTY — The names of area
residents running for two-year
terms on the Union County Demo-
cratic Committee were sent to
Union County Clerk Joanne
Rajoppi this week. The names
are as follows:

Garwood
District 1, Dennis McCarthy and

Deborah McCarthy; District 2,
Paul Tarantino and Maria
Nierstedt; District 3, Charles P.
Lombardo and Carol A.
Lombardo, and District 4, Hugh
Sinclair and Sara Todisco.

Cranford
District 1, Robert M. Pipchick

and Phyllis Kivett Howard; Dis-
trict 2, Burton Mandell and Harriet
Mazur; District 3, Daniel J.
Aschenbach and Teresa Kalyn;
District 5, Eugene T. Sully and
Deborah J. Sully; District 6, Mar-
tin M. Schwartz; District 7, Rose
Ricci; District 8, Maria Harris;
District 9, Patrick F. Giblin and
Juli M. Blanche; District 11, Helge
Nordtveit and Sherry Williams;

District 12, Robert G. Benzand
Carmela Williams; District 13,
Robert Salvatore and Jennifer
Erdos; District 14, Ramona
Ehrich; District 15, Michael J.
Markowich and Dorothy A.
Baniewicz; District 16, Steven H.
Mermen and Carol Y. Berns; Dis-
trict 17, Charles W. Kerman and
Anne T. Mcdonald; District 18,
Brian J. Andrews; District 19,
Marc R. Brown and Rima Borden;
District 20, Peter G. Turnamjan;
District 21, William A. Montani
and Bette Jane Kowalski; District
22, Kevin J. Illing and Amelia T.
Mchugh; District 23, Anthony J.
Trama and Deidre Trama; Dis-
trict 24, Theodore S. Spitz and
Madeline Spitz; District 25,
Stephen Allen; District 26,
Norman W. Albert and Susan M.
Albert; District 27, Ronald Zuber
and Janet M. Rocco; District 28,
Thomas H. Hannen III and
Cynthia L. Hannen, and District
30, Frederic S. Kessler and
Roberta S. Kessler.

It is unconscionable to scare
homeowners by insinuating that
19 is higher than usual. Concern
should be raised only if these
properties had not been selling;
if they became vacant, boarded
structures. But they are selling.
For every sale, there has obvi-
ously been a buyer. While there
are always houses that stay on
the market long, in 2014, 23 of
the 36 houses sold in less than
25 days. Garwood houses are in
demand, with owners getting
market, not sheriff sale values.

These buyers want to move
into Garwood. I recently had a
real estate agent tell me
“Garwood is hot!” The North Av-
enue Pointe and Mews have
placed Garwood on the map.
Garwood has the same benefits

that Cranford and Westfield have
– busy commercial centers,
Raritan Valley Line train stations
with the one-seat-ride existence
and future expansion, and a good
school system, but with lower
taxes. And now we have a beau-
tiful state-of-the-art recreation
complex. Who wouldn’t want to
live here?

In short, contrary to The
Westfield Leader’s editor’s head-
line [sic, by the author of the
letter], Garwood remains a Small
Town with a ‘Big Heart,’ and not
one with Big Taxes. I don’t know
why the writer consistently
speaks negatively of the town in
which he lives.

Bill Nierstedt
Garwood Councilman

Singh Joins UCC as New
Chief Information Officer

CRANFORD – Inder V. Singh
joins Union County College as
its  new Chief Information Of-
ficer. He joins the college with
more than 25 years’ experi-
ence developing information-
technology strategies and plans
in higher education. For the
past 14 years, Mr. Singh served
as the associate vice president
of IT for The Culinary Institute
of America in Hyde Park, NY.

Mr. Singh’s management ex-
perience includes developing
IT strategies, budgeting, sup-
port services, and project man-
agement. In addition, he has
designed and built information-
technology infrastructures that
have enabled multiple cam-
puses to support administra-
tive and academic require-
ments and to provide central-

ized emergency notifications.
At Union County College, Mr.

Singh will lead information
technology and communication
systems over three campuses.
He will manage a $15 million
technology network and a staff
of 28 employees charged with
keeping the College’s three-
campus computer infrastruc-
ture and network functional at
all times.

Mr. Singh has an MBA in Man-
agement from Rensselaer Poly-
technic Institute and a certifi-
cate in computer programming
from Madurai, India. He also
holds his Bachelor’s degree in
Commerce from Delhi Univer-
sity.

For more information on Union
County College, please visit
www.ucc.edu.

Garwood Baseball League to Begin Season
Saturday With Parade, Musical Acts
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UNICO Reveals Date
For Fashion Show

CLARK — UNICO National,
the largest Italian-American
service organization in the
United States, will hold a Chic
and Fun Champagne Fashion
Show on Thursday, April 16.
It will take place at the Gran
Centurions, located at 440
Madison Hill Road, Clark.

Fashions will be provided
courtesy of Lord & Taylor of
Westfield. Theme baskets will
be on display along with an
opportunity to own an ex-
quisite piece of jewelry. Par-
ticipants also will be able to
have a complimentary
makeup session, check out
the latest skin care products
and see the latest in hand-
bags and accessories and the
latest in jewelry for spring
and summer.

The program will start at 7
p.m. Tickets are $60 in ad-
vance and $70 at the door.
For more information, con-
tact Westfield UNICO Chap-
ter members Ann Walko at
(908) 410-7251 or Deanna
DeMarco at (908) 561-8155.
This event will be open to the
public.
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