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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Cranford High School girls la-
crosse first year head coach
Carlee Dragon had high hopes
for her team and in return her
team gave her even more en-
lightenment when they over-
whelmed the Livingston Lancers,
16-8, in their season opener at
Livingston on March 25.

The Lady Cougars relied on a
“Powerful” trio of juniors to sub-
due the Lancers. Junior center
Megan Power stuffed in three
goals and added three assists,
while junior midfielders Sarah
Ross netted four goals and as-
sisted on four and her sister
Hannah Ross rippled the net four
times and assisted with two. Se-
nior/co-captain midfielder Kristin
Leu lit the scoreboard three times,
while sophomore attacker
Jeannie Padden put in one goal
and added an assist, while senior
Tara O’Reilly netted one goal.
Sophomore goalkeeper Niamh
O’Donavah made five saves.

Emily Waldenberg led the Lady
Lancers with three goals and a
pair of assists. Tatum Peacock
also hit the hat trick with three
goals, Kayla Francione scored a
goal and had an assist, and
Sydney Merkin netted a goal.

“Megan Power takes our draws,
while Sarah Ross and Hannah
Ross are on the circle. I am very
happy to start the season on a
high note,” Coach Dragon said.
“Our team executed our plays
well on offense and we defended
together as a team. There is still
a lot we need to work on as a

team and we look forward to
improving each day. I am excit-
edly anticipating what the re-
mainder of the season has in
store for us.”
Cranford 9 7 16
Livingston 3 5 8

Last year, the trio of Ross, Ross
and Power combined for 155

goals, so much is expected from
them on the offensive side, but
according to Coach Dragon, “I
am very fortunate to have Hannah
and Sarah Ross. They each have
their own unique abilities but most
important, they are team play-
ers. Their individual abilities in
combination with the other tal-
ented players on our team, raise

high expectations for this sea-
son. Scoring is important but lim-
iting opponents’ opportunities to
score is of equal importance.” So

SARAH ROSS, HANNA ROSS, MEGAN POWER PROVIDE OFFENSE; O’DONAVAH GOALKEEPER

Cougar Lax Ladies Have Big Hopes, Unseat Lancers, 16-8
much of the Cougars’ focus this
season will be on defense.

Junior Melissa Stone and Moya
Plant, along with senior Marissa
Dankowsky will be in the defen-
sive back with O’Donavah shor-
ing up the last line of defense as
goalkeeper. Leu, Sarah and
Hannah Ross, and junior Caroline
Plick will make up the midfield

with Power in the center. The
attack force will consist of senior
co-captain Carley Quirin, senior
Elyse Mackenzie and Padden.

From the bench, the first sub in
will be O’Reilly. Delaney Fay,
Katherine Hartnett, Gabrielle

Meadows, Erin Readie and Maggie
Roman will also move on an off
the field.

Coach Dragon has quite a star-
tling list of lacrosse credentials
with her exploits as a
Bridgewater-Raritan High School
Panther. She frayed the net with
258 goals and dished out 274
assists for 532 total points, which
may still be a state record. Coach
Dragon plans to pass some of her
drive, experiences and skills on
to her newly acquired team.

Her sister Alyssa Dragon Frazier
is the head coach of the Panther
girls lacrosse team, as well as
the field hockey team. Two days
prior to the Livingston game,
Carlee, now a Cougar, and Alyssa,
still a Panther, were on the oppo-
site ends of the field in a scrim-
mage game in Cranford. The sis-
ters plan to run their own la-
crosse camps this summer,
known as Dragon Duo, in
Bridgewater and Cranford.

Cranford is also familiar terri-
tory to Carlee’s parents as her
father Roy, Jr. and mother
Tammara both began teaching
and coaching in the system. Both
parents were standout all-around
athletes and her brother Roy III
was an exceptionally strong wres-
tler and football player at
Bridgewater-Raritan.

Coach Dragon has also acknowl-
edged that there is life after la-
crosse and noted, “I encourage
my student-athletes to play an-
other high school sport. Not only
does it keep them in good physi-
cal condition, it keeps them com-
petitive. I also stress the impor-
tance of playing club lacrosse in
their off-season and to play club
competitively during the sum-
mer.”

The Cougars will host Warren
Hills at Memorial Field this Satur-
day, April 4, at 11 p.m.

Story on page 13

of The Westfield Leader
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By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Heather Bormann hopes that
aiming for smaller goals will help
the Cranford High School softball
team achieve bigger and better
things. The first year head coach
takes over a Cougar team that
finished 6-13 last year and which
looks to replace four starters lost
to graduation. Among those are
Jessica Casale who will be play-
ing at Gettysburg.

“We spoke to the team and
asked them about their goals,”
said Bormann. “They want to win
the counties, of course. We need
to take care of smaller goals first
and from there, hopefully, the
larger goals fall into place. Right
now, we are focusing on the fun-
damentals and on communicat-

ing better during games. Those
have to be the first steps. We are
a young team. It is a learning
process.”

Bormann comes to Cranford af-
ter serving as an assistant var-
sity coach. She played high school
softball at Brick Memorial and
went on to play later at York
College. With two scrimmages
under their belt already, Bormann
is beginning to get a feel for her
team’s personality, strengths and
potential weaknesses.

“One thing I’ve noticed is that
we are very versatile,” said
Bormann. “We have a lot of flex-
ibility in that our girls can play
different positions well. The de-
fensive play has been solid so far.
We have to work on our hitting
and offense. Although, in a re-

cent scrimmage against
Woodbridge the top of the lineup
really hit the ball well.”

The Cougars will set up with
junior Morgan Feretti behind the
plate. Sophomore Jill Skalski will
also see time behind the plate.
Both girls saw time on the varsity
last season and each can shift
over and play third base when
not starting at catcher.

Junior Julia Palozzola will handle
first base. Another junior, Candice
Durant, will back her up. Durant
is also in the mix at third base.
Senior Vienna Stivala is the sec-
ond baseman with junior Rebecca
Scott in reserve. Junior Jen Shore
will patrol the shortstop position.

The outfield will feature very
young players. Taylor Reitzel and
Alex Tachowski, both freshmen,

WETHERALL, DOLAN TO APPEAR ON MOUND; FERETTI, SKALSKI TO BE BEHIND PLATE

Bormann Takes Over Young Cranford Softball Squad
are vying for starting spots, along
with sophomore Tessa
Ferentinos. Rebecca Scott will
also compete for time here.

A pair of seniors in Bonnie
Caldwell and Nicole Schemmenti
will provide experience and depth
in utility roles.

Cranford seems well armed on
the pitching staff. The Cougars
will have senior southpaw
Theresa Wetherall and freshman
right-hander Grenna Dolan as
their lead hurlers.

“Both Theresa and Grenna are
hard throwers,” said Bormann.
“But the great thing is that each
girl has five pitches so they can
both keep hitters from leaning
back on the fastball.”

While much of the batting or-
der is to be determined, Bormann

feels good about the top of the
lineup.

“Morgan Feretti, Jill Skalski,
Vienna Stivala and Jen Shore
have done a nice job of hitting for
us sp far,” said Bormann. “They
are all confident batters and I
hope the rest of the lineup feeds
off of that.”

Bormann expects a few famil-
iar faces to once again top the list
of contenders once the season
starts.

“Westfield always has a strong
team,” said Bormann. “Governor
Livingston also should be good
and Arthur Johnson is pretty good
too.”

Cranford got the season under
way with an April 1 home game
against Arthur Johnson.

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

There was not a whole lot to
cheer about for the Cranford High
School boys’ basketball team this
season. Things started off poorly
and got worse from there. Deci-
mated by a rash of early injuries,
the Cougars were unable to find a
flow and struggled to a 6-17 finish.

“Injuries played a major role in
our season,” said Cranford Head
Coach Ryan Huber. “We lost Eric
Donahue for the season after one
game. Steve Wills missed signifi-
cant time with a high ankle sprain
and Jack Schetelich got mono.”

Cranford’s games followed a
familiar pattern all season. The
Cougars would play well for long
stretches of games only to be
undone by a scoring drought or a

sloppy sequence at some key
point. The injuries and a lack of
size were usually factors in most
of their defeats.

But there were also glimpses of
what might have been. Against
Mount Olive (15-7), Cranford led
most of the way before melting
down in the game’s final minutes
in a 75-70 loss. The Cougars also
had a 65-50-blowout victory over
Hillside in the opening round of
the Union County Tournament.

“Our best win of the season was
the 65-50 victory against Hillside
in the first round of the county
tournament,” said Huber.

The Cougars lose eight seniors
from this year’s team. Dante
Anderson, Luke Christiano, Eric
Donahue, Albert Gargiulo, James
Kellet, Liam McKay, Kevin Trot-

ter and Steven Wills all depart.
Luke Christiano was the only re-
turning starter heading into the
season making the break in con-
tinuity all the more difficult to
overcome.

Christiano had 35 FGs (8.7 ppg)
this season and made 13 three
point attempts. Kellet averaged
4.1 points per game. Trotter av-
eraged 4.3 points per contest. In
a truncated season, Wills man-
aged 8.1 points per game.

“None of them are going on to
play basketball in college,” said
Huber. “But, Luke signed a schol-
arship to play football at Lehigh,
Eric is deciding on either baseball
or football in college, and I be-
lieve Albert may be playing base-
ball next year.”

One benefit of having to shuffle

HUNTER REMLEY, SEAN LEONARD, LUKE CHRISTIANO LED COUGAR TEAM IN SCORING

Injuries Derailed Cranford Boys in Disappointing Hoops Season
the lineup as much as he did this
season is that Huber had to reach
deep down into his bench and
got to see many different combi-
nations of players. Many of those
players performed well under fire
and figure to be that much better
for it next year.

The Cougars will return nine
letter winners next season, in-
cluding Ryan Bakie, David
Fonseca, Will Fries, Sean
Leonard, Joe Norton, Chris
Remley, Hunter Remley, Jack
Schetelich and Michael Smith.

Hunter Remley averaged 11.8
points per game and buried 38
three-point shots. Leonard
scored 193 points for the sea-
son, while playing in 20 games
for a healthy 9.7 average. Joe
Norton averaged 4.7 points per
game. Fries a 6’6” 280 pound
junior should return next season
to give the Cougars some much
needed size and strength in the
interior. Fries is recognized as
one of the state’s top football
offensive linemen. Fonseca av-
eraged 4.8 points per game.
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9th Ranked Westfield Blue Devils Thrash A.L. Johnson Crusader Boys in Lacrosse, 20-3
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Paperboard Plant Declared
Area In Need of Redevelopment

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The planning
board has declared the Garwood
Paperboard plant property on
North Avenue an “area in need of
redevelopment” and has for-
warded its recommendation to
the borough council for further
action.

The decision on March 25 was
the first step in possibly trans-
forming the 4.54-acre plot on
the east edge of the borough, a
largely vacant, hulking, four-
story, 115-year-old structure
with smaller buildings, into an-
other use, such as an over-55
housing unit and/or nursing
home.

If the borough agrees with the
determination, it can develop a
plan for the property and work
with the owner to implement it.

Zoning Code Official Victor
Vinegra, who works for the plan-
ning board’s designated engi-
neering firm Harbor Consultants
of Cranford, explained how his
firm determined that the prop-
erty met three of the state’s

eight criteria for declaring it “in
need of redevelopment.” Only
one is required for the declara-
tion.

Highlighting Harbor Consult-
ants’ 77-page report, Mr. Vinegra
noted how the buildings are
largely empty and contain bro-
ken windows with tin or wood
covering them. Moreover, much
of the underdeveloped areas of
the property has overgrown veg-
etation.

While the building is not crum-
bling, he said, those conditions
met criteria “B” of a “discontinu-
ance of use” that made it in “so
great a state of disrepair as to be
untenable.”

Additionally, Mr. Vinegra ex-
plained, the property met crite-
ria “D” that the age of the build-
ings’ obsolescent design and
state of dilapidation made them
“detrimental to the safety, health,
morals, or welfare of the com-
munity.”

And finally, the parcel was “con-
sistent with smart growth plan-
ning principles” – criteria “H” –

Brian Trusdell  for The Westfield  Leader
ADDRESSING PLANNING BOARD…  Richard Kozel, the attorney for
Millen Industries and the Schulman family, owners of the Garwood Paper-
board plant, speaks to the Garwood Planning Board on March 25.

 Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield  Leader
EASTER BUNNY AND PANCAKES… TheCranford Jaycees held their an-
nual Pancake Breakfast with the Easter Bunny Sunday morning at the
Cranford VFW hall on South Avenue.  The event raised money for the
Cranford First Aid Squad. Pictured are the Easter Bunny greeting Mia and
Amy Andre.

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The borough coun-
cil on March 24 decided to accept
the bid of Equipment Rental Ser-
vices to replace the Houston-
headquartered Waste Manage-
ment as the borough’s recycling
collector, choosing the company
after a debate which sparked a
heated discussion and concerns
of corruption.

Councilman Jim Mathieu was
the lone opponent to Equipment
Rental, of Staten Island, N.Y.,
which Borough Administrator/
Borough Clerk Christina Ariemma
disclosed was owned by the son
of the borough’s former recy-
cling collector, Great Northern.

Mr. Mathieu said he was un-
equivocally against the return to
any company affiliated with Great
Northern, recalling how he and
other council members in 2011
received the specifications for
renewing at “the 11th hour” and
“were put under a lot of pressure
internally” to extend the con-
tract with the company without
going for bid.

“What I’m trying to say is there
were shenanigans,” Mr. Mathieu
said. “I’m just saying there are
some advocates within this ad-
ministration for Great North-
ern...”

“He means me,” interjected Ms.
Ariemma, who earlier in the dis-
cussion said she had received
numerous more complaints about
Waste Management than with

Great Northern. “I don’t know
what you’re implying, council-
man, but I’m telling you the truth,
the facts. There’s no impropri-
eties.”

Mr. Mathieu and Ms. Ariemma
disputed the details of the 2011
contract, with Mr. Mathieu say-
ing Waste Management’s bid
saved the borough money and
Ms. Ariemma saying the bids were
“pennies” apart.

The conflict arose out of the
council’s desire to match the
borough’s recycling contract with
the calendar year for producing a
collection schedule and budget-
ing. The current contract expires
Wednesday, July 1. Waste Man-
agement, which originally in-
sisted on renewing only on a
yearly basis, according to Ms.
Ariemma, submitted a bid of
$28,578 to complete the year,
while Equipment Rental offered
to charge only $16,900.

When Councilman Lou
Petruzzelli questioned that, with

GW Council Hires New Recycling Collector
a difference of $11,678, why
there was any question as to
which bid to accept, Mr. Mathieu
shot back.

“Because we’re worried about
corruption here, that’s why. Be-
cause we’re worried about cor-
ruption,” he said. “I’m trying to
protect the borough from cor-
ruption.”

That spurred Mayor Charles
Lombardo to gavel the meeting
back into order.

In another budgetary contract
matter, Mr. Mathieu, the build-
ings and grounds committee
chairman, said the Garwood
school board had agreed to ex-
tend the shared-services agree-
ment at a 2-percent increase
with regard to custodial mainte-
nance.

The issue of adding the Garwood
Sports and Recreation Complex
field house to the agreement was
still a matter of some discussion
with the school board. The exact

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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due to its location along the NJ
Transit Raritan Valley Rail Line
and Garwood being “more or less
a transit village,” Mr. Vinegra
said.

Richard Kozel, the attorney rep-
resenting the property’s owner,
Millen Industries Inc., and its
principal, Ken Schulman, did not
dispute the report, but he would
not state whether he agreed with
its conclusion that the paper-
board plant was in need of rede-
velopment.

Board Attorney Donald Fraser
pressed Mr. Kozel four times if he
agreed or disagreed with Harbor’s
determination. But Mr. Kozel de-
ferred each time, acknowledging
on one occasion with a laugh that
he was not directly answering
the question. Instead, he said
only that such a determination
would make transitioning the
property to another use easier.

Mr. Kozel also said the plant
has environmental contamina-
tion contained within the perim-
eter of the plant walls that likely
would cost between $800,000
and $1 million to correct. Until
the exact level of contamination
is specified, he could not offer an
opinion on the determination.

He bristled at the use of the
word “blight” although two resi-
dents, including former planning
board member Al Del Conte, de-
scribed the property as “blighty”
and “an eyesore.” Planning Board
Chairman Steve Greet referred
to it as “blightful.”

Mr. Kozel told the board how the
plant is operating at a minimal
level, with five people for recycling
various types of paper. At its peak,
he said, the plant, which was built
to produce musical organs, had
more than 105 employees spread
out over three shifts as it operated
24 hours a day.

But about 10 years ago, he
said, the price of recycled paper
plummeted to one sixth of its
previous value, about $20 a ton,
with countries such as China and

India dominating the market.
The Schulmans, who purchased

the property in the 1970s, inves-
tigated redeveloping the prop-
erty, but with the price of re-
cycled paper rebounding in re-
cent years, the family also is
considering amping up produc-
tion again.

Mr. Kozel said Millen looked
into a mixed-use of retail and
housing, but rejected the idea
when it could not find many in-
terested developers.

The most promising proposal
was some combination of elderly
housing, such as an age 55-and-
up community, assisted living
facility, nursing home or a mix-
ture of all three.

“It’s something very, very in-
teresting,” he said. “We intend to
look in that direction, but I don’t
want the board to think we’ve
foreclosed the idea of reopening
the plant.”

Except for the abstentions of
Mayor Charles Lombardo and
Borough Council President Bill
Nierstedt, the board voted unani-
mously to declare the site in
need of redevelopment.

In other action, the board sent
its recommendations to the bor-
ough council regarding its still
yet to be introduced ordinance
on temporary sidewalk signs.

The board spent more than half
an hour before deciding to ask the
council to: consider prohibiting
lighted temporary signs, allow a
“T sign” in addition to A-frame
and easel types, restrict the signs
being permitted to only during
hours of operation, mandate that
they must be stored inside when
not in use and that they be no
wider than two feet and greater
than eight square feet.

It rejected a suggestion from
Mr. Nierstedt that plastic be
banned as the signs’ composi-
tion. Although North and South
Avenues are replete with the
signs already, borough ordi-
nances do not permit them.

level of service and cost was to
be determined as the month of
April progressed, Mr. Mathieu
said.

That drew a tone of concern
from Councilwoman Sara
Todisco, who felt the building
would not require a lot of work
and asked for an update before
the council’s next meeting on
Tuesday, April 14.

The council met in an executive
session for about 30 minutes to
hear an update from its attorney
with regard to contract negotia-
tions before a mediator with the
police officers’ union. No details
were revealed after the closed-
door session.

Councilwoman and Parking
Committee Chairwoman Ann
Tarantino told the council that
she had received a commitment
from the manager of the Burger
King restaurant on North Avenue
about increasing the number of
commuter parking spots from
the current 15. The exact num-
ber was still a matter of discus-
sion with higher management at
Burger King.

In another parking issue, Mayor
Lombardo said he had discussed
residents’ concerns about traffic
and cars around Lincoln School
with Schools Superintendent
Teresa Quigley, who agreed to
send reminders to parents about
drop-off and pick-up regulations.

Paperboard Plant Area in Need

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield  Leader
HUG THE EASTER BUNNY… Kids enjoy the Cranford Junior Woman’s
Club’s “Breakfast with the Easter Bunny” event Saturday morning at the
Cranford Community Center.

GW Councilpersons Explain the
Difficult Tax Increases Coming

Although the Garwood Borough
Council faced many difficult in-
creases this year, the council
finance committee wishes to ad-
vise residents that the council
was able to work on the budget
and reduce it to the borough’s
3rd lowest increase in the past
13 years. As a finance commit-
tee, we are upset to have to
announce an increase for us all,
and we would like to shed some
light on why.

For one, the largest increase
we faced this year was an $86,000
increase from the Rahway Valley
Sewer Authority (RVSA), which
equates to $45 on the average
home. In other words, if Garwood
separated sewer charges from
the tax bill, as so many of our
neighboring towns do, the aver-
age home would expect a $40
tax increase this year instead of
$85. (The other $45 would be

‘hidden’ in our separate sewer
bills — we would still have to pay
it.) That would be the second
lowest tax increase in 13 years
(next to $39 from last year).

Although this year’s tax increase
may appear to be larger than our
neighboring towns, one should
remember that we keep sewer
and garbage inside the tax bill
unlike the others. We do not
believe in separating these items,
as doing so is simply a game, and
would reduce our property tax
deduction on our federal income
taxes, thereby increasing our
federal income taxes.

While some would like to at-
tribute the tax increase to our
debt, in fact the second largest
portion of the tax increase is due
to the contractual increase of
$40,000 ($21 per home) to our
police department for salaries.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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More Letters to the Editor
As of last year, the police depart-
ment became whole again at 16
officers with the unanimous sup-
port of the council and of course,
we are required to pay for this.
The third largest are the funds
required to pay for the emer-
gency roof repairs at Borough
Hall at $37,000 ($19 per home).
The fourth increase is the debt
service bill of $34,000 ($18 per
home), which allows for the bond
sale this year to permanently
finance the borough’s capital
projects for the past 11 years.
These projects include a garbage
truck, senior citizen bus, many
road improvements, the new rec-
reation complex, and more.

We will continue to strive for
ways to save taxpayer dollars with-
out jeopardizing services Garwood
residents deserve and have come
to expect. Presently, the council is
looking at opportunities for shared
services. Also, the finance com-
mittee is working with a company
that would provide residents with
tax incentives to shop locally. At
least one other town is interested
in teaming up with us to make this
worthwhile. We look forward to
reaching out to the local business
community in the near future to
see if they would be interested in
this program.

Garwood Councilpersons
Louis Petruzzelli

Sara Todisco
Mike Martin

There they go again, justify-
ing, spinning and actually brag-
ging about increasing taxes.
With 19 homes for sale, an-
other eight in pre-foreclosure,
the Garwood finance commit-
tee just doesn’t seem to get
that we cannot afford their reck-
less spending and tax increases.
In a recent letter to the editor,
they make a failed attempt at
trying to explain away the in-
crease by taking no account-
ability and ignoring the facts.
Increases to the 2015 budget
include: an addition $31,000
for the Athletic Complex (last
year they said it would be
$2,000), $33,000 in debt ser-
vice payments due to the AFC
and neglected infrastructure
projects, $7,000 increase to the
recreation department, $17,000
for the planning board, $11,100
to the municipal clerk, $23,845
initial cost for computer soft-
ware, $20,000 taxes raised,
$18,800 in legal fees, $17,000
for pension line items, and
$37,000 in municipal roof re-
pairs that should be covered in
the “surplus.” In addition, the
failure of the finance commit-
tee to understand and prepare
for fluctuations in RVSA fees
will now cost us $86,000 even
though the fees are flat over the
past five years.

The budget proposed by the
Garwood finance committee is
more per household than
Westfield and Cranford com-
bined. How can a borough of
4,200 people see such drastic
increases year after year? It is
because we have people in
charge that have zero real world
budget experience. They sim-

Spring Cleanup Time Helps Needy
And Protects the Environment

Now that spring may finally
have arrived, and we will all be-
gin our spring cleaning, I want to
reprint this letter to all readers to
encourage reduce-reuse-recycle
of so much of our ‘stuff”. Such
actions will reduce our consump-
tion of natural resources, and
protect our air, water and land
from further pollution. So, with
an eye towards reducing our ‘bulk
waste, I remind all readers of the
following:

Furniture assist in Kenilworth
takes furniture, tables, chairs,
small working appliances, beds,
kitchen utensils, pictures, knick-
knacks, lamps, yard tools, toys,
clothing, and books among other
things for reuse by those in need.
The Red Cross takes medical
items such as walkers and
crutches. There are clothing bins
at the Home Depot.

The Lupus and Leukemia Soci-
ety (Unique on Route 22) will
take pictures, lamps, knock-
knacks, tools, clothing, pots and
pans and many other items. Foam
Pak in Springfield recycles
Styrofoam. The Fanwood Recy-
cling Center accepts car batter-
ies, compact discs, and DVDs.

We can take hazardous materi-
als to the Union County Hazard-
ous Waste recycling days, and
computers, televisions, phones,
and anything electronic to the
County Electronic recycling days.

Vehicle, including bicycle tires,
can be brought to the hazardous
waste day. Home Depot accepts
fluorescent bulbs.

Garwood and Cranford librar-
ies accept books for reuse. The
Westfield Rotary Club collects
bicycles and sewing machines
for reuse in foreign countries.
Home Depot and Radio Shack
accept rechargeable and lithium
batteries. Appliances can be
placed at the curb for pick-up.

UPS accepts packaging for re-
use. Clothes hangers can be
brought to dry cleaners. Shop
Rite and Pathmark accept plastic
bags. The Garwood Lions Club
accepts glasses and hearing aids
in their mailbox on Center Street;
damaged/ripped American flags
can be brought to the mailbox
right next to it.

Metal can be brought to scrap
dealers in Plainfield or Newark
for cash! The Cranford recycling
center accepts plastics with num-
bers 5,6, and 7 on them. Garwood
residents are supposed to re-
cycle cans, glass, aluminum, plas-
tic containers, milk and OJ con-
tainers, newspapers/mail, cor-
rugated cardboard and maga-
zines. Wood can be burned in a
fireplace.

When you get down to it, the
vast majority of items that are
placed in bulk waste pick-up can
be recycled or reused. I urge all
Garwood residents to go through
our ‘junk’ to see if it can be
reduced, reused or recycled. I
know there are other places to
which we can bring our ‘stuff’
that I have not listed. I urge you
to call the Borough Recycling
Coordinator or me if you are
uncertain as to how to properly
dispose of something. Together,
we can reduce our waste,
repurpose our tax dollars, and
protect our environment.

Bill Nierstedt
Garwood Councilman

Difficult Tax Increase

Garwood, Big Heart, Big Taxes
ply copy and paste from the
previous year and add in-
creases. They have no plan, no
solution. They push through
their pet projects without al-
lowing the people to vote on
them and now our small town
with a big heart is starting to
see the ramifications of their
carelessness.

By approving the $3.2-million
AFC without putting it up for the
people of Garwood to vote on,
the council ignored capital ex-
penditures the borough requires
like police dispatch computer
system, police dictaphone sys-
tem, DPW equipment that is
30+ years old, the 30+ year old
fire trucks and lack of a $1-
million ladder truck to fight fires
at The Pointe, St. Anne’s senior
housing (which, when opened,
is going to create an even big-
ger drain on resources) and the
fire on Second Avenue. There
are streets in Garwood that have
not been repaved in 40 years,
sidewalks falling into disrepair,
etc. Now we have to pay for all
the items we already needed to
borrow money for but hid from
the public when the AFC was
approved.

In addition, there is no syn-
ergy between the municipality
and the board of education. We
work in silos, which creates
blown up budgets that hurt us,
the taxpayers. The BOE has al-
ready said they are raising taxes
an average of $217 per house,
which may have been avoided
with smart collaboration. For
years they have gotten away
with irresponsible increases.
The numbers don’t lie and we
love this town too much to allow
it to continue in the direction
it’s headed.

Sal Piarulli
Garwood

CRANFORD — The Crane’s
Ford Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution will sponsor a
program entitled “History of
the Jersey Shore” on Satur-
day, April 11. Presented by
Kevin Woyce, it will take place
at 1 p.m. at the Cranford Com-
munity Center, located at 220
Walnut Avenue.

Mr. Woyce is an author, pho-
tographer and lecturer. A life-

long resident of New Jersey, he
has written many books on re-
gional history of New Jersey
and New York.

His program “History of the
Jersey Shore” will be illustrated
with original photography and
vintage images of Jersey shore
beaches, boardwalks, light-
houses and hotels. All are wel-
come and refreshments will be
served.

Author to Spotlight Jersey Shore History

Probitas Verus Honos
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CRANFORD — Cranford’s His-
toric Murals Restoration Project
achieved national recognition at
a ceremony on March 14, hosted
by the Crane’s Ford Daughters of
the American Revolution (DAR)
at the Cranford Municipal Build-
ing. The local chapter had sub-
mitted the mural project for the
award sponsored by the National
DAR in Washington, D.C.

It was presented by Cranford
DAR to those who were instru-
mental in the painting restora-
tion of four historic murals now
prominently displayed on the
walls of the municipal building
meeting room. Each mural is 78
inches wide by 50 inches high

and provides a visual history of
Cranford in vivid colors.

The award is specifically for
volunteer efforts. The require-
ments read, “The Historic Pres-
ervation Recognition Award is
designed to recognize worthy
local individuals and groups for
outstanding achievements in all
areas of historic preservation.
The recipients are expected to
have contributed to their com-
munity in an outstanding volun-
teer manner.”

 The award presented to the
Township by Cranford DAR was a
framed certificate including the
history of the murals and their
restoration. Union County Free-
holder Bette Jane Kowalski pre-
sented a county resolution com-
mending the award recipients.

The lengthy credentials re-
quired for the award application
were prepared by Cranford DAR
American History Chairwoman
Barbara Krause. In presenting
the award, Mrs. Krause indicated,
“The people we honor today
worked collaboratively for four
years with little public recogni-
tion. This is our way of showing
appreciation for the successful
restoration of these four murals
which illuminate this room with
rich colors depicting our town’s
history for generations to come.”

The five recipients include:
former Cranford Mayor Robert
Puhak; former Cranford High
School history teacher and town-
ship historian Larry Fuhro (post-
humously), whose award was ac-
cepted by his wife, Laura Fuhro;
Cranford artistic consultant for
the restoration, Deb Leber;
Cranford Public School District
Board of Education, represented
by BOE president Mary Venditti;
Township of Cranford, repre-
sented by Mayor Andis Kalnins.

The four murals were originally
painted during the Depression-
era Works Progress Administra-
tion of the 1930s by Cranford
artist Everett S. Ward and com-

pleted in 1942. They tell the
story of Cranford through four
scenes of town history: The origi-
nal Lenape Indian tribe; first Eu-
ropean settlers; Revolutionary
War; railroad and Victorian era.

Originally hung in Cranford
High School library, they were
removed during school renova-
tion in the 1960s and stored
away, not rediscovered as a set
until 2008, when Larry Fuhro
and Bob Puhak began the pro-
cess of public awareness, realiz-
ing their unique historic value.
The board of education shared
that value, secured grant fund-
ing and provided work space at
the high school where staff and
students could observe the two-
year restoration effort. Ms. Leber
retained restoration specialist
Angelito David to perform the
extensive artistic work required
to repair years of dust and dam-
age to the canvases. Mr. Fuhro
lent his vast knowledge of
Cranford history to the research
required.

Crane’s Ford DAR Regent Mary
Leonard welcomed more than
60 guests attending the cer-
emony including the Cranford
family of the original mural art-
ist Everett Ward. The entire
township committee: Mayor
Kalnins; Deputy Mayor Lisa
Adubato; Commissioners Tom
Hannen, Jr., Mary O’Connor and
Robert D’Ambola attended with
Township Administrator Terence
Wall and Police Chief James
Wozniak.

Also attending were members
of the Cranford Historical Soci-
ety and President Margaret
Gerlach; Cranford Preservation
Advisory Board; Union County
Historical Society and New Jer-
sey State DAR representative
Kitty Bowers. A guest reception
was hosted by the Cranford DAR.

CR Historic Murals Awarded Nat’l Recognition

RESTORATION RECOGNITION...Recipients of the Historic Murals Resto-
ration Award are recognized for their efforts at a ceremony March 14 at the
Cranford Municipal Building. Pictured, from left to right, are: Barbara Krause
and Regent Mary Leonard, Crane’s Ford Daughters of the American Revolu-
tion, with artist Deb Leber; former mayor Robert Puhak; Board of Education
President Mary Venditti; Mayor Andis Kalnins and Laura Fuhro.

CRANFORD
Friday, March 20, following a

motor vehicle stop, Manuel Soto,
42, of Elizabeth was arrested
and charged with possession of a
hypodermic syringe; and Brian
Sarratt, 47, of Elizabeth was ar-
rested and charged with posses-
sion of heroin, possession of para-
phernalia and hindering appre-
hension.

Saturday, March 21, Damon
Ross, 43, of Roselle was charged
with driving while intoxicated
(DWI) following a motor vehicle
stop. He was processed and re-
leased pending an appearance in
Municipal Court.

Saturday, March 21, Joao
DaSilva, 51, of Roselle Park was
arrested and charged with un-
lawful possession of a weapon
following a motor vehicle stop.
Police recovered a pellet hand-
gun from the vehicle. DaSilva
was processed and released
pending an appearance in Supe-
rior Court.

Saturday, March 21, Demor
Barber, 24, of Irvington was ar-

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

GOP Picks Cuccaro, Sarno
To Run for Garwood Council
GARWOOD — The Garwood Re-

publican Committee has selected
Ileen Bocchino Cuccaro and Jo-
seph R. Sarno III as its 2015
nominees for borough council.

Ms. Cuccaro has resided in
Garwood for nearly 50 years,
where she raised her son, Eric
Meyer. As a businesswoman serv-
ing the Garwood community, she
has a an insight into why people
choose to sell their homes in
Garwood and why new residents
continue to come here. Ms.
Cuccaro is a realtor for Coldwell
Banker, having sold scores of
homes in the community. She
attended Union County College
where she studied urban studies
and creative writing.

Mr. Sarno is a lifelong New
Jersey resident. He attended
Albright College in Reading, Pa.,
and graduated cum laude with a
degree in accounting and politi-
cal science. In college, he also
starred as a cross country and
long distance runner for the track
and field team. He currently works
at SS&C GlobeOP in Cranford as

a senior accountant and has over
nine years of accounting and
analytical experience in the al-
ternative investment world. His
service has assured that inves-
tors are protected from securi-
ties fraud, embezzlement, and
other forms of theft.

Garwood GOP Chairman Jim
Mathieu said he is enthusiastic
about Ms. Cuccaro and Mr. Sarno
running for Garwood borough
council.

“I first met each of them when
I challenged the Republican es-
tablishment in the 2013 Garwood
Republican primary. Ileen and
Joe are shining examples of the
new type of candidates our party
is selecting — people of charac-
ter who will vote like Republi-
cans. I expect each of them to
bring fresh ideas and approaches
to keeping Garwood affordable
for current and future residents.”

To volunteer, contribute or
meet the candidates in person,
please contact Mr. Mathieu at
(917) 626-0207 or by e-mail at
jimmathieu71@gmail.com.
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Cranford Historical Society
Marks End of Civil War

Judge Batchelder

CRANFORD — April 2015 marks
the end of the 150th anniversary
of the Civil War. To commemo-
rate this period in American his-
tory, the Cranford Historical So-
ciety has scheduled sev-
eral public events in
April, including an ex-
hibit at the Cranford
Public Library, which will
run throughout the
month.

Included in the exhibit
will be a timeline of the
last year of the war,
noting some of the key
battles and the Cranford
citizens who fought in
them. Also on display
will be original letters and pic-
tures once owned by Cranford
justice Wesley Rogers
Batchelder, who witnessed the
assassination of President
Abraham Lincoln on April 14,
1865 in Washington. An addi-
tional feature of the display will
be a grouping of original South-
ern documents, never before ex-

hibited, showing the treatment
of African-Americans before, dur-
ing and after the Civil War. The
library is located at 224 Walnut
Avenue.

To complement the li-
brary exhibit, local Civil
War historian Steven
Glazer will speak at the
Crane-Phillips House
Museum about
Cranford’s role in bring-
ing an end to the war.
His illustrated presen-
tation will take place on
Sunday, April 12, at 2:15
p.m. Doors will open at
2 p.m.

Admission is free but
reservations are required.

Interested persons are asked
to respond by calling the Cranford
Historical Society’s office at (908)
276-0082 or e-mailing
cranfordhistoricalsociety@verizon.net.
The Crane-Phillips House Mu-
seum is located at 124 North
Union Avenue, Cranford.

A companion article to the li-
brary exhibit and museum pre-
sentation will be in the Spring
issue of “The Mill Wheel,” the
Cranford Historical Society’s
newsletter, received by all mem-
bers of the organization. Mr.
Glazer also will address the sixth-
grade students of Orange Av-
enue School during April regard-
ing Cranford’s Civil War heritage.

rested and charged with posses-
sion of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana and pos-
session of paraphernalia follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop.

Sunday, March 22, Luis
Maldonado, 23, of Newark was
arrested and charged with pos-
session of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana and pos-
session of paraphernalia follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop.

Sunday, March 22, Corey
Youmans, 25, of Elizabeth was
arrested and charged with pos-
session of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana and pos-
session of paraphernalia follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop.
Youmans was processed and re-
leased pending an appearance in
Municipal Court.

Monday, March 23, Santiago
Herrera, 24, of Perth Amboy was
arrested and charged with pos-
session of cocaine and posses-
sion of paraphernalia following a
motor vehicle stop. Herrera was
processed and released pending
an appearance in Superior Court.

Monday, March 23, Joseph
Madden, Jr., 24, of Garwood
was arrested and charged with
possession of heroin, posses-
sion of a hypodermic syringe
and possession of parapherna-
lia following a motor vehicle
stop. He was processed and re-
leased pending an appearance
in Superior Court.

Tuesday, March 24, Kenny
Harrigan, 18, of Jersey City was
arrested and charged with hin-
dering apprehension after he
allegedly provided police with
multiple false identities in an
attempt to conceal the exist-
ence of an outstanding arrest
warrant from Jersey City. He
was charged, processed and re-
leased after posting bail on the
Jersey City warrant.

Cranford Chamber Holds
Meet and Greet at Kilkenny

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Chamber of Commerce held its
first After Hours Networking Meet
and Greet event on March 24 at
the Kilkenny House in Cranford.

This event was very well at-
tended by many chamber mem-
bers and retailers. Members and
future members had a chance to
mingle with other attendees
while exchanging information
and promoting their businesses.
The Chamber will host three ad-
ditional After Hours Networking
events this year.

The Chamber expressed ap-
preciation to Kilkenny House

owner Barry O’Donovan and his
staff for hosting this successful
networking event for the orga-
nization. Mr. O’Donovan opened
the Kilkenny House six years
ago on South Avenue in Cranford
and according to the Chamber
has always been very support-
ive of the community.

The Cranford Chamber of
Commerce holds a networking
event each month. For addi-
tional information or to re-
spond for an event, interested
persons are asked to contact
(908) 272-6114 or
cranfordchamber@comcast.net.

GARWOOD — Free tree seed-
lings will be available to Garwood
residents during the month of
April as part of the New Jersey
Tree Recovery Campaign. This
program helps communities re-
place trees damaged or de-
stroyed by Superstorm Sandy.

From 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on
Saturday, April 11, residents will
be able to pick up tree seedlings
at the Garwood Day Event held
at the Garwood Sports and Rec-
reation Complex, located at 140
Myrtle Avenue. Seedlings, avail-
able on a first-come, first-served
basis, also come with instruc-
tions on how to store, care for
and plant them. The guides help
residents to choose the right place
on a property to plant a tree
while keeping in mind the tree’s
full-grown size in the future. Resi-
dents should plant the seedlings
within two days after pickup in
order to prevent the roots from
drying out.

The goal of the Tree Recovery
Campaign is to distribute more

than 500,000 tree seedlings to
New Jersey residents over the
course of the next five years. It is a
joint effort between the Shade Tree
Department of Garwood, State
Forestry Services, New Jersey Soil
Conservation Districts, Sustainable
Jersey, Arbor Day Foundation,
Brothers International, BJ’s Whole-
sale Club, Wyndham Vacation Re-
sorts and FedEx.

When properly planted and
maintained, trees can be assets
to a community. They improve
the visual appeal of a neighbor-
hood or business district, increase
property values, reduce home
cooling costs, remove air pollut-
ants and provide wildlife habitat,
among many other benefits.

For a list of all distribution loca-
tions across the state, visit
forestry.nj.gov or facebook.com/
newjerseyforests.

For further information, con-
tact Christina Ariemma, Shade
Tree Officer, at (908) 789-0710
or by e-mail at c-
ariemma@garwood.org.

Garwood Residents Eligible
For Free Tree Seedlings

REPORTERS NEEDED
Current openings for reporters
to cover town council,  BOE,
and recreation  commission
meetings. We seek  community-
minded, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed. Must be able to meet
deadlines, know how to write a
lead, and take an active interest
in a regular beat in order to
develop news stories. Great for
stay-at-home moms,  a second
income or just for those who
love to write. E-mail resume
and clips to:

editor@goleader.com
The Westfield Leader &

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
TIMESProbitas Verus Honos
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Edu. Foundation of GW
Announces Annual Dinner

office, EFG Trustees or by calling
(908) 789-0331 ext. 1450. Tick-
ets are also available at the
Garwood Public Library located
at 411 Third Avenue during regu-
lar library hours. You may also
send contributions or direct in-
quiries to the EFG, c/o Lincoln
School -400 Second Avenue
Garwood, NJ  07027

EFG will use the proceeds from
the Appreciation Dinner to fund
grant programs benefiting
Garwood’s public schools and
provide Garwood students schol-
arships awards.

CRANFORD – Local Cranford band
Splittree, made up of three
Cranford High Seniors, released
their debut album, “Mind Tricks”
on March 3. The trio, comprised
of Tom Stoke, John Anclien and
Kean MacLelland, released the
album via iTunes, Bandcamp,
Soundcloud, physical copies, as
well as other music streaming
services.
The band, who write original,
alternative sounding tunes
wrapped up recording on their
13 song debut album in early
January and worked with indus-

try professionals for the master-
ing, production and distribution.
“Never Look Back,” an upbeat
song with punchy drums and the
signature alternative sounding
guitars, talks about embracing
the future, and was the first single
from the new record, which the
band released on December 12,
2014. In one night the song re-
ceived over 200 listens alone on
Soundcloud, and has since sur-
passed 1,000 listens and down-
loads total.
“Our next step is to support this
album by touring, radio inter-
views, and any sort of promotion
possible, and we are coordinat-
ing all this on our own because
we don’t have record label back-
ing yet,” said singer and guitarist
Mr. MacLelland.
For a free download of the al-
bum, or to listen, visit the band
at https://
splittree.bandcamp.com/album/
mind-tricks.

Kenilworth Hist. Soc. Offers
Benefit Afternoon Tea Event
KENILWORTH — The Kenilworth

Historical Society will present
“Teapot Tales,” an elegant after-
noon Tea and program on Satur-
day, April 25, featuring a vast
collection of unique teapots from
around the world.

The stories behind the teapots
and insight into the practice of
teapot collecting will be the focus
of the featured program, “Con-
fessions of a Teapot Collector,”
to be presented by certified pro-
fessional tea specialist Darlene
Meyers-Perry, owner/president
of The Tea Lover’s Archives.

The Tea will begin at noon at
the Kenilworth Gospel Chapel
Hall, located at 103 South 23rd
Street, Kenilworth, where the
ambience of a tearoom is being
created for the event. In addition
to providing an array of assorted
teas, tea sandwiches, scones and
desserts, the event will include a
gift auction and door prizes.

Admission is $28. Advance res-
ervations by Thursday, April 16,
are required, as seating is lim-
ited. For reservations/tickets, call

(908) 709-0434 or (908) 709-
0391 or visit Especially Yours
Florist, located at 13 North 20th
Street, Kenilworth.

This year’s annual Tea is being
dedicated to Kenilworth Histori-
cal Society board member and
lifelong Kenilworth resident
Eleanor Combs, who passed away
last September. Ms. Combs al-
ways looked forward to the His-
torical Society’s Teas and con-
tributed significantly to their suc-
cessful evolution over the years.

Proceeds from the Tea will ben-
efit the Kenilworth Historical
Society’s circa 1880 Oswald J.
Nitschke House “living history”
museum and cultural arts center
by helping defray the cost of an
elevator that makes all levels of
the newly-restored and furnished
site fully accessible to everyone.

The Kenilworth Historical Soci-
ety is an independent, non-profit,
tax-exempt, 501(c)(3) organi-
zation dedicated to the research,
preservation and interpretation
of the Oswald J. Nitschke House,
local history and culture.

Cranford Rec. Plans
Youth Typing Classes
CRANFORD — The Cranford

Recreation and Parks Depart-
ment has announced that it will
offer spring typing classes for
youngsters. They will be held
at the Cranford Community
Center, located at 220 Walnut
Avenue.

These classes, for students in
grades 3 to 8, will be held on
Mondays, April 27 to May 18, or
Wednesdays, April 29 to May
20. Grades 3 to 5 will meet
from 3:45 to 4:45 p.m. and
grades 6 to 8 will meet from 5
to 6 p.m. The class requires
students to bring their own
laptops with Internet capabil-
ity.

Registration is for Cranford
residents only and may be done
in person at the Cranford Com-
munity Center or online at
cranford.com/rec through
Community Pass. The cost is
$35. Registration must be com-
pleted by Friday, April 17.

For more information, call the
Cranford Community Center at
(908) 709-7283.

GARWOOD – The Education
Foundation of Garwood (EFG), a
non-profit volunteer organization
that seeks to partner with the
schools and the community in
the pursuit of educational excel-
lence, has set Thursday, April 23
as its next fund-raising event.
The Annual Appreciation Dinner,
which will be held at the
Westwood in Garwood, recog-
nizes the accomplishments of the
“Garwood Educator of the Year”
as well as the “Garwood People
Making a Difference” award. The
“Making a Difference” award is
given annually to honor a person
or persons from Garwood who
has impacted and contributed to
the Borough in a positive way.

The EFG will honor the recipi-
ent of the Garwood Educator of
the Year, Ms. Tara Ridente. Ms.
Ridente is a Speech Language
Specialist in Lincoln School. Ad-
ditionally, she is serves as a para-
professional in the district.

This year’s “People Making a
Difference Award” will be given
to Ms. Mary Guare and Mr. Bill
Connolly; both are being hon-
ored for their volunteerism and
contributions to the community.
The evening will also feature a
Tricky Tray and raffle.

Tickets for the evening, which
includes a buffet dinner, beer,
wine and music are available for
$35 per person, and are avail-
able for purchase from the school
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CRANFORD — The Cranford
Recreation and Parks Department
will present the Fabulously Fun
Fitness program Stretch-N-Grow,
which is designed to promote
exercise and wellness for pre-
school-age children.

The class, for children ages 2 to
5, will take place on Wednes-
days, April 15 to June 3, from
9:30 a.m. to 10:15 a.m. It will be
held at the Cranford Community
Center, located at 220 Walnut
Avenue.

This program focuses on bal-
ance, coordination and sports
readiness skills. Youngsters par-
ticipate in weekly sessions, which
include warm-up, cardio, cool

down and stretching, including
Kids Yoga, taught by a trained
Stretch-N-Grow coach. The goal
is for children to have fun while
learning to enjoy exercise and
building good habits.

Registration is for Cranford resi-
dents only and may be done in
person at the Cranford Commu-
nity Center or online at
cranford.com/rec through Com-
munity Pass. The cost is $85. For
more information, call the
Cranford Community Center at
(908) 709-7283.

Cranford Recreation Offers
Stretch-N-Grow Class
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Cranford Band Splittree
Releases Debut Album
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