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l'ennemi du journaliste

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Cranford High School boys
soccer team salvaged a 1-1 tie
against Rahway on September
16 at Memorial Field in Cranford.
Trailing 1-0 with just under six
minutes remaining in regulation,
the Cougars got a timely goal
from senior Anthony Maglino on
a penalty kick that kept Cranford
from tasting bitter defeat in a
game they felt they should have
won. Neither team could break
through for another score in two
overtime periods.

“We were working really hard
the whole game,” said Maglino.
“We got a bit of a lucky break
there when the referee blew the
whistle in the box. I know that
one of their players got called for
grabbing. I felt really confident
lining up for the penalty kick. I
knew I would score. I just picked
a corner and went for it.”

Maglino’s goal came after 34
minutes of frustration in which
the Cougars out-shot and domi-
nated time of possession against
the Indians. The Cougars fin-
ished the game with a 25-12
advantage in shots taken on goal
yet still found themselves min-
utes away from defeat until
Maglino’s clutch kick.

“This game was extraordinarily
frustrating,” said Cranford Head
Coach Gregory Campbell. “We
had good shot opportunities
throughout the game. We just
did a poor job of finishing on
those opportunities. I didn’t al-
ways feel like the intensity was

there on our part. We need to
make sure we are playing at the
same high level of intensity
throughout the game, not just in
fits and starts.”

Rahway got out to a 1-0 lead on
Joe Arevalo’s goal with 3:21 re-
maining in the first half. Arevalo
charged in past the defense on

the right side of the net then
slipped the ball in behind Cranford
goalkeeper Dominic Meliado, who
had stepped up to challenge the
shot. Edwin Carbajal assisted on
the play. The goal gave the visi-
tors a 1-0 lead that they took into
the break with them and nursed
for most of the second half.

The Cougars nearly took the
lead earlier in the half at the 17-
minute mark when junior Jakub
Iwankiuk netted a shot that was

MAGLINO NOTCHES COUGARS’ GOAL IN SECOND HALF, MELIADO MAKES FIVE SAVES

Soccer Cougars Frustrated By 1-1 O.T. Tie with Rahway
quickly overruled by officials.

“The way I understand it, Jakub
was offside,” said Campbell of
the negated goal. “I did not have
a real good view of the play from
where I was standing, but to his
credit, Jakub confirmed it when
he came to the bench.”

Maglino had a chance to tie the

game seconds before the half,
but his hard kick from the right
side of the net was deflected by
the cat quick reaction of Rahway
goaltender Thierry Augustin.

In the second half Cranford con-
tinued to make runs at the

Rahway goal to no avail. Another
Maglino shot attempt from the
left side of the net was handled
again by Augustin just four min-
utes into the second half. Albert
Gargiulo nearly scored on a long
arching kick that sailed inches
above the crossbar with just un-
der 25 minutes to play in regula-
tion. Eventually Maglino’s pen-
alty conversion would knot the
game and it could not have come
at a better time.

“Things were getting pretty
tense out there with the time
winding down,” said Maglino.
“Our goalie, Dominic Meliado,
deserves a lot of credit today. He
kept us in it by not letting them
score again.”

Meliado was not tested often,
recording just five saves on the
game but he was rock solid in net
for the Cougars. Augustin was
impressive as well, recording 13
saves, a few of which were out-
standing.

In the first overtime period,
neither team mounted much of a
threat. In the second overtime
period it was more of the same.
Perhaps the best shot at a goal
came in the final minute of the
second overtime period when
Cougar junior Garret Forrestal
sailed a header wide left of the
post.

Eventually the Cougars would
have to be satisfied with a 1-1 tie
that moved their season mark to
1-2-2. Rahway exited the game
with a 1-2-1 record.

“I thought we were dangerous
at times out there today,” said
Campbell. “But our finishing has
got to improve as a team. We’ve
got Linden up next and I expect
that team to play very much like
Rahway did today, so I think we
will see more of the same.”
Rahway 1 0 0 0 1
Cranford 0 1 0 0 1

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ACTION IN THE BOX…Cougar Mark Christiano, No. 9, goes for a header as several of his teammates close in for the
kill in the game against Rahway at Memorial Field in Cranford on September 16. The game ended in a 1-1 tie.

Story on page 12

of The Westfield Leader
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SCHETELICH RUSHES FOR 2 TDs, HITS CHRISTIANO FOR TDs OF 30 YARDS AND 66 YARDS

Cougar Footballers Run Over Somerville Pioneers, 48-14
By ALEX LOWE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Junior quarterback Jack
Schetelich passed for two touch-
downs and ran for two others as
the Cranford High School foot-
ball team demolished Somerville,
48-14, on September 19 at
Brooks Field in Somerville. Se-
nior Luke Christiano hauled in
both of Schetelich’s scoring
strikes from 30 and 66 yards
respectively. The Cougars built a
35-0 halftime lead on the way to
improving their season record to
2-0.

“We’re off to a good start,” said
Cranford Head Coach Eric
Rosenmeier. “But one warm day
does not a summer make.”

That may be true, but the heat
being provided by the Cougar
offense was enough to make the
host Pioneers wilt quickly.
Cranford scored on their first
possession of the game with
Schetelich running it in from
seven yards out early in the first
quarter.

“The play was an 8 Jet read and
the defensive end for Somerville
came up and bit hard on the
handoff,” said Schetelich. “So I
pulled it out went around the end
with the ball and just outran
pursuit to the cone.”

It would be a recurring theme
for the game. Somerville’s shaky
defense had no answer for
Schetelich and the read option
fakes he employed. Schetelich,
making just his second career
start, finished the game with 142
yards rushing, much of it coming
in big chunks through the middle
of the Pioneer defense.

“Somerville has some really
good athletes on their defense,”
said Schetelich. “But we knew
they were playing a lot of younger
guys. They may have been out of

position in certain situations.”
Schetelich engineered another

Cranford scoring drive later in
the opening quarter. This one
began at the Cougar nine yard
line with 3:26 remaining in the
first quarter. Schetelich had two
runs on the drive of 22 yards
each before hitting Christiano
down the left sideline behind the
defense for a 30-yard touchdown
strike.

“We practiced that play all week,
because we knew Somerville liked
to play a lot of single high safety
sets,” said Schetelich.
“Both of our running backs
ran ‘verts’ and it was just
a matter of looking off
the safety and coming
back to Luke’s side of the
field.”

On their next series, the
Cougars were set up in
great field position after
recovering a Somerville
fumble at the Pioneer 39
yard line. It took just
seven plays before
Schetelich ran in for an-
other score from 13 yards
out to make it 21-0 with
9:51 remaining before
the halftime break. The
rout was on.

Minutes later, after forc-
ing a Somerville punt,
Cranford took possession
at its own 21 yard line.
On the second play of the
drive, Schetelich dropped
off a screen pass to
Christiano in the left flat.
The shifty senior followed
his blocks then cut back
all the way across the
field and outran the de-
fense for a 66 yard touch-
down.

“I got some really good
blocks out front from our

offensive linemen on that play,”
said Christiano. “Our wide re-
ceivers, Dante Anderson, Eric
Donahue and Joe Norton also
made key blocks down field. I
just followed them all the way
into the end zone.”

Donavin Walker’s nine yard run
untouched into the end zone with
4:02 to play in the half extended
the lead to 35-0.

In the second half of a blowout,
things can get sloppy and they
did for both sides. The Cranford
defense gave up a couple of

touchdowns passes and lost its
composure in a few instances.
One Pioneer drive was aided by
four penalties for 45 yards from
the Cranford defense. A couple
of them were for unsportsman-
like conduct.

Cougar Dan DeLayo scored on
a 11-yard touchdown run make
it 42-6, and back-up sophomore
quarterback Brian Oblachinski
ran in a score from 18 yards out
to provide the final margin of
victory with just over 10 minutes
remaining in the game. The score

was set up by a Sean Leonard
interception.

Luke Christiano finished with
two receptions for 96 yards, both
which were touchdowns. The
Cougars racked up 370 yards of
total offense, 250 which came on
the ground, and amassed 18 first
downs.

So how good are the Cougars?
After two big wins Cranford looks
pretty strong. But the competi-
tion of Friday night may have
played a role to some degree.
The Pioneers were a team that
had gotten bombed at home a
week earlier, 53-21 by Delaware
Valley. Somerville’s defense was
atrocious, with many Cranford
touchdown runners entering the
end zone untouched. The Pio-
neers also committed 10 penal-
ties for 95 yards on the night.

“There are things we definitely
have to work on,” said
Rosenmeier. “Our offensive line
did not always block well on plays
and we let our emotions get the
best of us in the second half with
some dumb penalties. We need
to clean that stuff up.”

The Cougars will travel to
Roselle to face the Rams this
Saturday, September 27, 1 p.m.
Cranford 14 21   7   6 48
Somerville   0   0 12   0 12

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUGAR ATHLETES OF THE WEEK...Going into the Union County Tournament,
senior tennis player Marissa Dankosky had a personal record of 4-1 and placed seventh
overall in the county for second singles. Junior Jack Schetelich completed six passes for
125 yards and two touchdowns and carried 19 times for 211 yards and two touchdowns
in Cranford’s, 48-12, win over Somerville.
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Blue Devil XC Senior Boys
Take 1st at Magee Class Meet
Matt Russo finished first to lead the

Westfield High School (WHS) boys cross-
country team to first place in the Senior
Division at the Magee Class Meet at
Greystone Park in Morris County on Sep-
tember 20. The Lady Blue Devil seniors
finished third in their meet.

Russo crossed the finish line in a WHS
record time of 15:57 and Will Chandler
crossed sixth with a time of 16:45 as the
Blue Devil seniors finished with a total of 20
points. For the senior girls, Charlie O’Brien
finished 13th with a personal record (PR)
time of 20:29.5. Gabrielle Brennan finished
16th with a PR time of 21:00.8, followed by
Meghan O’Dwyer at 21:01. Caroline Stock-
ing crossed 19th at 21:12.7 and Natalie
Marcotullio crossed 22nd at 21:30.3.

The junior boys placed third in their race
with 46 points and were led by Ryan

Siegel, who crossed 11th at 17:05. Alex
Campbell finished 15th at 17:17. The
junior girls placed fourth with Julia Gretsky
finishing 13th at 20:39.9. Noelle Blackford
finished 25th at 21:30.3 and Julia Myers
crossed 29th at 21:43.9.

The sophomore boys placed 14th with
160 points led by Brady Siegel, who placed
53rd at 19:05. The sophomore girls took
eighth, led by Devyn Heinzerling, who
finished 19th at 21:29.4. Lila Hutchins
crossed 27th with a time of 21:58.7.

The freshman boys placed first in their
2,500 meter race with a total of 60. Ryan
Bebel placed seventh with a time of 9:14
and Dan Scalia finished 11th at 9:28. The
freshmen girls took third in their 1.5-mile
race. Mia Melao finished fourth with a
time of 10:27.9 and Casey Ryan finished
seventh at 10:30.3.

Westfield Blue Devils Top Raiders, 26-6, in Defensive Controlled Football Struggle

More photos next page
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Westfield Blue Devils Top Raiders, 26-6, in Defensive Controlled Football Struggle
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Oak Knoll Royals Capture First Place at Union County Girls Tennis Tournament
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Governor Livingston Highlanders Shock Westfield Blue Devil Soccer Boys, 1-0

Story on page 15

of The Westfield Leader



BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-7  Thursday, September 25, 2014

goleader.com/ballyhoo

*** Union Lady Farmers Chill Westfield Lady Blue Devils, 2-1, in Soccer ***

Story on page 11

of The Westfield Leader
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Sparks Fly at Garwood Council
Over Athletic Field Complex

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The long-delayed
Athletic Field Complex (AFC)
could be completed in six weeks,
Borough Engineer Don Guarriello
told the borough council on Tues-
day, but Councilman Jim Mathieu
wondered if the unfinished facil-
ity could be a liability issue with
some children already playing on
the grassy areas.

“We’re starting to see the light
at the end of the tunnel,” Mr.
Guarriello said during Tuesday’s
workshop session. “I would think
we’re looking at 30 to 45 days.
But don’t hold me to that, be-
cause I don’t know if something
else is going to pop up.”

Councilman Lou Petruzzelli, the
project’s liaison to the council,
said the contractor for the $3.2-
million project, Flanagan Con-
struction, has not given a tenta-
tive date for completion, adding
that the final “punch list” of mi-
nor items has not been com-
piled.

The AFC originally was sched-
uled to be finished by May 2013,
and several issues still remain.

Although many of the outdoor
areas, such as the Little League
baseball field and basketball
court, are built, ponding on both
remain. The one main unfinished
area is the clubhouse, where
Flanagan was awaiting the ar-
rival of two doors – one exterior
and one interior.

The interior door frame has
been installed, but not the door.
That was delayed by the arrival
of an exterior door, which should
be delivered within five to seven
days, Mr. Petruzzelli said.

Regardless, Mr. Mathieu said
he was alerted by residents that
children already were playing on
the complex’s fields, and asked if
the borough had taken the nec-

essary measures to secure the
site. He worried that the facility
had become an “attractive nui-
sance” where the borough could
be liable if someone unlawfully
using it was injured.

Mr. Petruzzelli and Mr.
Guarriello said the complex has
fencing, locked gates and signage
warning that the area is a con-
struction zone, and Borough At-
torney Bob Renaud added that
the measures seemed adequate
other than “higher fencing.”

The issue sparked a terse ex-
change between Mr. Mathieu and
Councilman Mike Martin, who
asked his fellow Republican for a
recommendation.

“So if we dig a moat, maybe
that would help? Where are you
going with this?” Mr. Martin
asked. “Give us an idea, give us
a suggestion.”

Mr. Mathieu responded by say-
ing he was seeking a suggestion
and apologized for taking up Mr.
Martin’s time.

“You have a hard time showing
up on time as it is,” Mr. Mathieu
said, referring to Mr. Martin’s
arrival as Mayor Pat Quattrocchi
was gaveling the biweekly meet-
ing to order.

While Mrs. Quattrocchi gaveled
the session back to order, calling
Mr. Mathieu “out of line,” Chest-
nut Court resident Tom Petis con-
tradicted the impression left by
Mr. Petruzzelli and Mr. Guarriello,
saying a week ago Sunday he
walked to the complex and was
able to walk onto the property
from Rankin Avenue along the
Cranford border with no restric-
tion.

“I walked around by the bas-
ketball courts and that whole
street that borders Cranford,
there is no fence,” he said. “There
is no sign. I walked right into the
property, walked around the

trails, saw the liquor bottles on
the trails, which upset me, sat on
the bleachers, watched the girls
playing near the building.”

In other matters, Mrs.
Quattrocchi said the borough had
deactivated its Facebook page
after it was used to send an
invitation to some to a political
fund-raising event.

Although Mayor Quattrocchi did
not specify, the fund-raising
event was for “A Day At The
Races” at Monmouth Park this
Saturday, September 27, for the
Garwood Democratic Party.

Reading from a short state-
ment, the mayor said she had
spoken to the borough clerk,
Christina Ariemma, “who oper-
ates the Facebook page,” and
Mr. Renaud.

Mr. Renaud, she said, has rec-
ommended the borough not have
a Facebook page since the coun-
cil has not adopted a policy re-
garding its operation and be-
cause it can be used to post
inappropriate content.

Further, she said, the matter
“apparently” was referred to the
Union County Prosecutor’s Office
and the Board of Elections.

“If they undertake an investi-
gation, the borough of course
will fully cooperate,” Mayor
Quattrocchi said, without elabo-
rating on if any internal action
was pending.

The council also heard from
Councilwoman Sara Todisco, who
reported that Cranford appar-
ently was experiencing a more
severe rat problem than
Garwood. One member of
Cranford’s health department
suggested a service agreement
with an exterminator arranged
by the borough so residents could
pay a reduced fee to eradicate
the rodents, and Ms. Todisco of-

GW Council Seeks Answers
From Cranford on Brook

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Garwood Bor-
ough Council members Bill
Nierstedt and Sara Todisco asked
the township committee Monday
night at the workshop meeting
about the flood control program
for the Orchard Brook. The Or-
chard Brook is connected to the
Garwood Brook, which has
flooded residential neighbor-
hoods in Garwood.

“Is there anything we can do to
assist you with that project?” Mr.
Nierstedt asked.

“We are going to ask the DEP
(Department of Environmental
Protection) to extend the permit.
That is one of the hot button
issues for this administration,”
Township Engineer Carol O’Brien
said. The permits for easements
along the Orchard Brook were
secured about 10 years ago.

“The easements currently in
place may not be enough to do
the work,” Ms. O’Brien said.

Commissioner Tom Hannen, Jr.
asked what steps Garwood has
taken to reduce stormwater run-
off and flooding in its municipal-
ity.

“We have increased the water
capacity of the entire Garwood
Brook by over 100 fold,” Mr.
Nierstedt said. “The percentage
of impervious coverage that is
allowed on sites, we have actu-
ally reduced it.”

He said he could “encourage”
the planning board to follow
Cranford’s footsteps in
stormwater management.

Commissioner Mary O’Connor
asked if Garwood would consider
adopting the stormwater man-
agement ordinance the Mayors
Council Rahway River Watershed
Flood Control has drafted and
Cranford has adopted.

“Absolutely,” Mr. Nierstedt said.
Residents from Sailer and

Scherrer Streets packed the
meeting room to hear the health

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
MUSIC FEST … The band “Split Tree” performs during the Centennial Village
Music Fest held at Lincoln Avenue School in Cranford on Saturday afternoon.
The event was a fundraiser for Centennial Village Group, which works to
beautify and revitalize Cranford's Centennial Avenue business district.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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fered to bring the idea to all eight
towns served by the Westfield
Regional Health Department.

Mr. Martin reported that the
police department had acquired
two additional pieces of military
surplus equipment through the
Law Enforcement Support Office
(LESO): a $13,000 trailer-
mounted water pump capable of
pumping 350 gallons a minute
and a 2.5-ton truck outfitted with
an office that can be used as a
mobile command post, valued at
over $100,000.

report from the Westfield Re-
gional Health Department on
what the residents are saying is
a rat infestation in the area.

“When my exterminator went
out on the (September) 8th…
He found two rat holes. I do not
believe these neighborhoods
are infested…They spent hours
searching 17 properties thor-
oughly and came across two
rat holes. I know there is a
thought there is an infestation.
I do not believe that to be true
at all,” Health Officer Megan
Avallone said.

There were f ive or s ix
homeowners in the area who
were told by the health depart-
ment to have their homes
baited for rats, Ms. Avallone
said.

Ms. Avallone is blaming the
snowy winter for making it a
bad year for rats, and “not one
problem.”

Residents have blamed an
abandoned home on Sailer
Street and a garbage dumpster
at a business adjacent to a
residence.

Alex Lopez, of 209 Scherrer
Street, said, “I picked up six or
seven dead rats so far. I re-
baited three times since Au-
gust 1. And they are coming
again for the fourth time….I am
restructuring the shed. I am
redoing the backyard. I ripped
everything out. The dog is no
longer allowed out back. I can
pick out five different houses in
my neighborhood with holes.
This is definitely an infestation
if I keep picking them up.”

“I had to get a year (extermi-
nator) plan because they said
it was out of control,” Mr. Lopez
said. He said he knows seven
or eight people who purchased
exterminator plans.

An owner of 225 Sailer, who
did not disclose his name, said
the abandoned home next to
him had water in the base-

ment. “I personally had to clean
up garbage. I found dog skulls
in the garbage,” he said.

“It is investigated. It is under
foreclosure. I have been in con-
tact with the bank. They are
trying to expedite the foreclo-
sure…. They told me to make
sure the property is inspected
and cleaned up. It is my under-
standing they have been out
there and they have maintained
the property… What we were
able to do was to get their
attention and to maintain the
property,” Township Attorney
Diane Dabulas said.

Mr. Lopez along with other
residents have complained
about the cost of securing a
contract with an exterminator,
saying it can cost $200 or more.

Commissioner Hannen sug-
gested the township consider a
cooperat ive exterminator
agreement, whereby the town-
ship secures an exterminator
that residents can use by pay-
ing into the agreement.
Garwood Counci lwoman

Todisco suggested they reach
out to all eight communities
that share the Westfield Re-
gional Health Department ser-
vices to secure a cooperative
agreement amongst all eight
communities.

A tree expert, who had con-
ducted one of the tree health
studies on the Pepperidge Tree
in Lincoln Park four years ago,
will investigate the Pepperidge
Tree again, gratis, Commis-
sioner O’Connor said. This will
be another opinion to the re-
port completed by Maser Con-
sulting, of which Township En-
gineer O’Brien is an employee.

Tina Helmstetter, a tree advi-
sory board member, said after
reviewing the recent report
from Maser Consulting, that she
found its investigation was
solely visual, and did not con-
duct a core and resistance test
or a hazardous tree report.

“We asked to have a second
opinion done because the tree
did not sustain damage from
Irene, Sandy, or the ice storm
of October (2011). It did not
lose signif icant branches,
branches bigger than the size
of my thumb,” Ms. Helmstetter
said.

NEW LOOK…In an effort to modernize the look and feel of the Cranford Police
Department, as well as strengthen ties to the community, Police Chief James
Wozniak announced changes to the agency’s marked vehicle fleet and the
uniforms worn by patrol officers.

Cranford Gains Support
From D.C. For River Study

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — “I came out of
this very positive. We have a lot
of support and we have a good
project with a good chance of
moving forward,” Mayor Andis
Kalnins said during the township
committee meeting Tuesday re-
garding the outcome of the May-
ors Council Rahway River Water-
shed Flood Control representa-
tives meeting with members of
Congress and the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers last Wednes-
day in Washington, D.C. Sena-
tors Robert Menendez and Cory
Booker and Congressmen
Leonard Lance and Donald Payne,
Jr. have said the completion of
the Army Corps’ feasibility study
of the Rahway River to reduce
flooding in the watershed is a top
priority for them and have writ-
ten letters to the Army Corps
expressing their support, Mayor

Kalnins said.
“We met with the Army

Corps…and that was more prag-
matic. They are engineers and
they are evaluating the project
against thousands of other
projects across the country. Our
project is positive. It is competi-
tive. And they will be considering
it. We need that legislative sup-
port to help us get on the list and
so we don’t get cut off,” Mayor
Kalnins said. He urged residents
to write to the Army Corps stat-
ing their support of the study.

“Cranford continues to take the
lead on this. I am optimistic we
will receive the final funding we
need to complete this study and
that is our hope,” Deputy Mayor
Lisa Adubato said.

The township passed a resolu-
tion to obtain services from Bohler
Engineering to provide services
in connection with the township’s

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Sparks Fly at Garwood Council
Earlier this summer, the police

department acquired two diesel-
powered Humvees. Like the pump
and truck, those were free of
charge and intended for emer-
gency situations such as floods
and snowstorms.

Moreover, Mr. Martin said that
as part of a state-mandated Uni-
form Crime Reporting seminar, it
was learned that the borough
experienced a 3.7-percent de-
crease in overall crime statistics
for the first six months of this
year.

Garwood Council Seeks Answers from Cranford

Probitas Verus Honos
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participation with the National
Flood Insurance Program Com-
munity Rating System, which is
an incentive program to provide
floodplain management activi-
ties that exceed the minimum
NFIP requirements. As a result,
flood insurance premium rates
are discounted.

“Cranford has agreed to join
forces with Garwood to move
forward the Orchard Brook flood
project. It is important to have
communication because we are
accepting Garwood’s water. It is
building up because we don’t
have the proper piping and con-
struction in place…. That will im-
pact 150 to 160 homes in that
area,” Commissioner Robert
D’Ambola said in his commis-
sioner report.

Brian McCarthy of Lawn Ter-
race, a Democratic candidate for
township committee, asked the
committee if it has reconsidered
its decision to employ a part-
time engineer instead of a full-
time engineer.

“The engineer is doing an ex-
cellent job in getting all of the old
projects off the shelf…I don’t think
at this time we need to revisit it.
We are always evaluating every-
thing we do… At this point I am
very happy with the work that is
being done,” Commissioner
D’Ambola said.

“This is the first year…we were
able to come up with a
comprehensive…effort on the
paving. That is in large part with
the work of the engineer,” Com-
missioner Adubato said.

The committee offered its con-
dolences to the family of Don
Wallace, a former Boy Scout
Troop 80 supporter, who passed
away.

The committee passed, 4 to 1,
a resolution for hiring and pro-
motion policies within the fire
department.

“It gives the opportunity …to
know what is expected…a clear
message what is needed to be

hired,” Commissioner Mary
O’Connor said.

The briefing will be submitted
Monday for the Birchwood devel-
opment proposed by Cranford
Development Associates, Town-
ship Attorney Diane Dabulas said.

The Cranford Downtown Man-
agement Corporation had told
the committee it would like to
install fences along parking lots
in the downtown on North Union
Avenue and behind the stores
there. During the conference ses-
sion, the committee said it was
not in favor of the idea and would
prefer the budget be spent on
paver replacement and hedges
around the parking lots.

Local happenings also were men-
tioned. This weekend, St. Michael’s
Church will holds its annual Feast.

Journalist Hedges to Speak
At First Presbyterian Church
CRANFORD — The First Presby-

terian Church of Cranford will
hold its annual Peacemaking
Sunday October 5 with a special
sermon presented by award-win-
ning journalist Chris Hedges at
its 10 a.m. worship service. Af-
terward, the public is welcome to
participate in the church’s sec-
ond annual Mission Fair in Bates
Hall.

Mr. Hedges received his Mas-
ters from Harvard Divinity School
and acted as a foreign corre-
spondent for nearly two decades
for The New York Times, The
Dallas Morning News, The Chris-
tian Science Monitor and National
Public Radio (NPR). He has re-
ported from an array of coun-
tries, including from Latin
America, the Middle East, Africa
and the Balkans.

In 2002, Mr. Hedges was a
member of the team that re-
ceived the Pulitzer Prize for Ex-
planatory Reporting for The New
York Times for their coverage on
global terrorism, and he received
the 2002 Amnesty International
Global Award for Human Rights
Journalism.

Mr. Hedges also has written
multiple books as a cultural critic.
His works include “War Is a Force
that Gives Us Meaning,” “Ameri-
can Fascists: The Christian Right
and the War on America” and
“Empire of Illusion: The End of
Literacy and the Triumph of Spec-
tacle.” Currently, he writes an
online column for the website
Truthdig, which identifies itself
as “a progressive journal of news
and opinion.”

After the service, congregants
will be invited to Bates Hall be-
tween 11:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m.
to learn more about the various
local and global mission works

with which the church helps. Rep-
resentatives from the Agape
Community Kitchen, Center for
Hope Hospice, Community
FoodBank of New Jersey and
Cranford Family Cares, plus many
other organizations, will be
present to explain their missions
and to share ways that the public
can help.

The First Presbyterian Church
of Cranford is located at 11
Springfield Avenue. To learn more
about the church, call the office
at (908) 276-8440 or visit
firstprescranford.org.

Cranford Gains D.C. Support For River Study
The Mayor’s Wellness Campaign
will be held Sunday, October 5,
from 3 to 7 p.m., at Memorial
Field. The Hanson Park Conser-
vancy Rubber Ducky Race is Sun-
day, October 19. The Cranford
Farmers’ Market will hold its final
market for the season today, Sep-
tember 25, from 2 to 7 p.m., in the
municipal parking lot at North
Union and Springfield Avenues.
The Cranford Jaycees will hold a
blood drive Saturday, September
27, at the Community Center from
10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. “There is a
blood shortage,” Mayor Kalnins
said.

This Saturday, the township’s
new rain garden will be planted
on the corner of the municipal
building at Springfield and North
Union Avenues.

Trinity Bake Sale Sunday
To Benefit El Salvador

CRANFORD — The Trinity Epis-
copal Church, located at 119 For-
est Avenue in Cranford, will hold
a bake sale fundraiser this Sun-
day, September 28, beginning at
11 a.m. Proceeds will benefit
Foundation Cristosal, an inde-
pendent, faith-based, non-profit
organization that partners with
the people of El Salvador in their
struggle for peace, justice and
reconciliation.

“At Trinity we take Jesus’ words,
‘whatever you did for the least of
these, you did for me,’ to heart,
whether it’s here or across the
world,” said the Reverend Gina
Walsh-Minor, rector of Trinity
Episcopal Church.

El Salvador suffered a brutal,
12-year civil war which killed
more than 75,000 people, fol-
lowed by a series of natural di-
sasters that destroyed much of
the country’s infrastructure and
housing.

“Today, some two million Sal-

vadorans live in substandard
housing. We invite everyone to
come and support this important
effort,” Reverend Walsh-Minor
continued.

Foundation Cristosal was
founded in 2001 by the Anglican
Bishop of El Salvador and the
former dean of St. Paul’s Episco-
pal Cathedral in Syracuse, N.Y.
to bring together Salvadorans
and North Americans to work
toward creating positive social
change in El Salvador. For more
than 10 years, Foundation
Cristosal has developed partner-
ships with people and parish com-
munities of the Episcopal Church
in the United States and the An-
glican Church of Canada. The
result is a network of people
across North America who work
with Foundation Cristosal to sup-
port the people of El Salvador.
For more information about Foun-
dation Cristosal, visit
cristosal.org/.

Probitas Verus Honos

St. Anne’s Rosarians
To Hold Breakfast

GARWOOD — St. Anne’s Ro-
sary Altar Society of Garwood
will celebrate its 70th Annual
Communion Breakfast on Sun-
day, October 5, after the 8
a.m. Mass at St. Anne’s Church
in Garwood. Recitation of the
rosary will precede the Mass at
7:40 a.m. Breakfast will follow
the Mass at the Knights of
Columbus Hall, located at 37
South Avenue in Garwood.

Forty Year Life Members will
be introduced and honored at
the breakfast. Sister Marita
Funke, OSB, a Benedictine Sis-
ter of St. Walburga Monastery
in Elizabeth, will be the special
guest speaker. She is the di-
rector of the Benedictine Spiri-
tuality Center and is the
community’s novice director.
She will speak on “The Joy of
the Gospel.”

All Rosarians and all women
of the parish and friends are
invited to attend. Tickets to
the breakfast are $12 each.
For tickets or more informa-
tion, call Chairpersons Shirley
Swayze at (908) 789-2062 or
Jennie Browne at (908) 789-
0778.
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Local Letters to the Editor
We Have To Generate Income From
New Sources Such As New Ratables

Ronald Reagan frequently gets
credit for originating the Elev-
enth Commandment, “Thou shalt
not speak ill of any fellow Re-
publican.” The Gipper who fre-
quently used the phrase over
many years of campaigning,
gave kudos in his 1990 autobi-
ography for creating the phrase
to the California State Rep.
Chairman Gaylord Parkinson. It
is said that Reagan followed the
“commandment” during the first
five primaries in 1976 against
incumbent Gerald Ford and then
he abandoned that approach as
unproductive.

I believe it is time for me to do
the same and though it is diffi-
cult sometimes certain informa-
tion needs to be put on the table
and observations must be
voiced.

Recently, the GOP mayoral can-
didate began distributing his
campaign literature and it is puz-
zling that he took a shot at the
current planning board and de-
clared:

“As mayor I will appoint hon-
est, qualified citizens to our
borough’s planning board who
seek to maintain Garwood’s
small town character, not cro-
nies who rush through dense
housing projects for politically
connected players….”.

“Oppose those that abuse the
use of eminent domain and the
unconstitutional confiscation of
our neighbors property.”

As the current Republican
mayor, I find these statements
to be especially distasteful as I
have endeavored to make ap-
pointments to the board as they
arise in a thoughtful, bipartisan
manner. There are board mem-
bers remaining from the prior
administration who have given
many years to the service of

their community — in one case
over 20 years. All members serve
without pay giving many hours
of their time and are committed
to adhering to the land use laws
of the state as well as the Bor-
ough of Garwood’s Master Plan.

The residents had the oppor-
tunity to contribute to that plan
when it was written and adopted
in 2009. Also the reference to
the abuse of eminent domain
shows a total ignorance of un-
derstanding what is and is not
taking place regarding redevel-
opment here in the borough.

I must question who are the
cronies and politically connected
players on the board. And what
unconstitutional confiscation has
or is proposed to take place. If
we are to see a hold on taxes, we
have to generate income from
new sources such as bringing
new ratables to our town which
at times will of course contribute
to a visible change in our land-
scape.

There are those who oppose
change of any sort, would be
content to stay stagnant and fail
to recognize that to remain a
cost efficient entity in these so-
cioeconomic times we must em-
brace smart change and growth.

Candidates for public office re-
veal a lot about themselves when
they are campaigning, some will
say anything to get elected and
this is the kind of campaign rheto-
ric one expects from an opposi-
tion party candidate. Isn’t it odd
that this candidate is running his
campaign by attempting to dis-
credit me and my administration
rather than promote what makes
him the better candidate for the
office of mayor than his opposi-
tion on the Democratic ticket.

Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi
Garwood

Kearney Is Independent Thinker With
Ability To Work With Everyone

This coming election will be a
chance for the Garwood voters to
make a change in the makeup of
the Council.

I possess a proven track record
of accomplishments, both in my
personal life and my business
and professional life. It took me
three years to amend the N.J.
State Pension system so that
widows, like myself, could re-
ceive a portion of our husband’s
pension that we were entitled to
receive except for a loophole in
what was the law at that time.

I made many trips to Trenton
and testified before the Pension
Board and various Assembly and
Senate committees to make this
needed change. I am very proud
of what was called the “Kearney
Bill.” Many widows are now ben-
eficiaries of this bill.

When I start something, I see it
all the way to completion. When
faced with opposition from the
government and the unions that
said it couldn’t be done, I worked
even harder for passage and ac-
complished my goal. I carry these
traits with me.

They can be most recently seen
by what I was able to do for
Garwood, that is, Garwood Rocks.
The planning, the meetings, the
coordination, the cooperation of
the various businesses with gov-
ernmental agencies and the de-
tails that needed attention, all
came together to bring thou-
sands of people to Garwood with
the hope that many will return to
patronize our many and varied
local businesses.

I approach my business, Unique
Cruise and Travel, LLC in the
same manner and my clients
come back year after year in the
age of Internet travel services
where they have limitless choices.

I will bring the Council a fresh
look and a willingness to search
out new ideas. I will vote for what
is best for Garwood, not vote a
certain way because others would
like it that way. I am an indepen-
dent thinker and have the ability
to work with everyone to get things
done. This is why the voters of
Garwood should vote for me.

Carol Kearney
Garwood Council Candidate

The Garwood Persons Responsible
Must Face Their Violations

It came to my attention this
week that a person with access to
the Garwood Borough Facebook
page sent invitations for a politi-
cal fundraiser being held by the
2014 Garwood Democrat candi-
dates for public office. Interest-
ingly, those invitations were sent
to people that were not mutual
friends of our candidates.

We can only think that this
inappropriate and unethical use
of the official Garwood Borough
Facebook page to promote a
political interest was deliberate
and planned. Did the sender re-
ally think that we wouldn’t find
out about it?

In addition, I don’t understand
why such an invitation was sent
to the Garwood Borough
Facebook page by the Democrat
candidates in the first place. Citi-
zens lose faith in their govern-
ment employees when they ap-
pear to have taken sides in an
election.

The person or persons respon-
sible for this transgression must
be addressed according to the
borough’s code of conduct and
any relevant regulations, ordi-
nances or statutes that may have
been violated.

Elizabeth Mathieu, member
Garwood Republican Committee

CRANFORD
Friday, September 12, Nicho-

las Neri, 56, of Englishtown was
arrested and charged with pos-
session of heroin and posses-
sion of paraphernalia after a
motor vehicle stop on North
Avenue East. Neri was arrested,
processed and released pend-
ing an appearance in Superior
Court.

Friday, September 19, Jason
Paszkowski, 26, of Cranford was
arrested after police responded
to a report of an altercation in
the roadway on Iroquois Road
and found Paszkowski detained
by an area resident.

According to police, an inves-
tigation at the scene revealed
that Paszkowski had crawled
under a pick-up truck parked in
a nearby driveway and cut the
rear brake lines. He attempted
to flee the scene when con-
fronted by the vehicle’s owner,
leaving behind tools and other
evidence, authorities said.

Paszkowski was charged with
criminal mischief, a fourth de-
gree crime. He was released
pending an appearance in Su-
perior Court. Police believe that
Paszkowski knew the victim, but
would not speculate as to a
motive, authorities reported.

Probitas Verus Honos
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Tina Simitz Writes Her Thoughts as
Campaigning for Garwood Council

The reason I’ve decided to run
alongside Sal Piarulli, the Re-
publican Mayoral candidate in
Garwood is simple: Garwood
deserves more – more answers,
more accountability from Coun-
cil, more fiscal responsibility, and
more new ideas on how to en-
hance the community.

Like so many others who either
grew up in Garwood or who have
moved here, my family and I
love the small-town feel with
centrally-located convenience
and access to everything the
surrounding towns have to offer.
We love, that on any given sum-
mer night, you can go down to
the dead-ends of Hemlock and
Hazel Avenues and find no less
than 20 kids, ranging in age from
5 to 15, playing basketball or
baseball together out in the street
– every kid’s dream – and feeling

confident that with a phone call
or a text, you’ll know exactly
where your kid is because it’s
such a close knit neighborhood.

As a working mother of
threeschool-aged children, over
the past 20 years, I’ve worked
my way up from an account coor-
dinator to a vice- president of
client services for pharmaceuti-
cal marketing agencies in New
York City and New Jersey. Since
we bought our home here in
Garwood, my husband and I have
been active in the community as
members of the Lincoln School
PTA, coaching Little League, par-
ticipating in a public service an-
nouncement for the Red Cross,
banquet chair for St. John the
Apostle Cub Scout Pack 30, and
as a local advocate for children
with autism, with an article pub-
lished in the March 2014 Westfield

Community Life magazine. In ad-
dition, I have been a supporter of
the Republican Party since I was
old enough to vote – knowing
that all politics are local, and that
we must come together to repre-
sent the people who live here.
We consider ourselves fortunate
to be part of the Garwood com-
munity, which is why we moved
here from Linden four years ago.

It’s been a busy and eye-open-
ing first few weeks campaigning
for councilwoman. Sal Piarulli and
I have spoken to so many con-
cerned taxpayers and the con-
cerns have been real and consis-
tent.

For instance, “What is going on
with the Athletic Field Complex?”
As an initial supporter of the AFC
project, I know I’ve had the same
questions. When the question
was asked at a recent council
meeting, Councilman Lou
Petruzzelli could not provide any
answers. When he was asked
who is paying for the issues of
flooding and delays that require
parts of the field to be fixed, the
answer was he “assumed” the
contractor would be responsible.
Further delays to the field are
going to jeopardize a 3rd year of
the Garwood Little League’s abil-
ity to play on their home field. My
11-year-old son has already ex-
pressed reluctance in rejoining
the Garwood team. If elected,
one of my top priorities will be to
work with Council to get firm
deadlines for a completion date,
with the goal of having the kids of
Garwood back on that field in the
spring of 2015!

“I’m concerned about flooding
that I’ve never had before. And
where are the rats coming from?”
There is speculation that the work
done on the field is causing both
an increase in flooding on Spruce
and the surrounding areas, as
well as the rat issue. Borough
leaders should be expected to
provide some direction on these
very serious issues.

“Why do our taxes keep going
up?” As a taxpayer, I know I’ve
asked myself this question every
year for the four years we’ve

lived here. Last year, the Bor-
ough of Garwood received
$75,000 from the federal gov-
ernment for Superstorm Sandy
and $65,000 from the Christie
pension reforms. The Council had
the opportunity to vote for a 0
percent increase or even, dare I
say it – a decrease in taxes – yet
they still voted to increase taxes.
I have to wonder if that’s be-
cause the borough needs to re-
serve additional funds to pay for
the overages on the AFC. If
elected, I will fight to keep
Garwood affordable for families
and seniors alike. I’ve heard many
folks say that they may need to
move out of Garwood if the taxes
continue to increase – that should
never be the reason why some-
one moves from our town.

These are the questions on tax-
payers’ minds, that if I’m elected
on November 4th, I’ll fight to
answer. The taxpayers deserve
new Republican leadership who
can answer these tough ques-
tions … because Garwood de-
serves more.

Tina Simitz
Republican Candidate
For Garwood Council

Tina Simitz Family

More Letters to the Editor

Garwood Seniors to Travel
To Woodloch on October 23

GARWOOD — The Garwood Se-
nior Citizens Club is planning its
last trip of the season to Woodloch
in Hawley, Pa. on Thursday, Oc-
tober 23.

Tickets are $50 for Garwood se-
niors and $55 for non-resident
seniors. The bus will leave the
Garwood Firehouse, located at 415
South Avenue, at 9 a.m. for the
two-hour trip to Woodloch. The
approximate return time is 6 p.m.

Upon participants’ arrival at
Woodloch, complimentary coffee,
tea and baked goods will be served.
Attendees will have an opportu-
nity to dance to a live German
band, participate in Jackpot Bingo
games or, weather permitting,
take a walk on a scenic nature trail

or enjoy a boat ride or hay ride.
There also will be a country store
with freshly baked breads and
cakes, and many unique gifts.

Included in the price is a grand
German buffet, with Bavarian
pretzel rolls, Black Forest ham,
smoked gouda, German potato
salad, sauerbraten, bratwurst with
sauerkraut, potato pancakes, but-
tered spaetzle, sage and mustard
crusted pork loin with gravy,
pumpkin gingersnap mousse and
warm apple strudel a la mode.
Cocktails will be available on a
cash basis and there will be com-
plimentary beer and wine.

For reservations or further in-
formation, call Mary Spina at
(908) 789-0127.

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Knights of Columbus are con-
ducting “Soup Can Sunday”
through January. Canned and
dry goods are being accepted
on behalf of St. Joseph Social
Service Center in Elizabeth. Do-
nations can be dropped off after
1 p.m. on Sundays at the
Knights’ council hall, located at
37 South Avenue, Garwood,
opposite PathMark. Parking is
available behind the building
off Willow Avenue (turn at Marty
Shoes.)

Donations also are accepted
after 4 p.m. weekdays. Those
seeking to drop off donations on
Saturdays are asked to first call
(908) 789-9809. Individuals
wishing to make monetary dona-
tions may make checks payable
to the Garwood Knights “Soup
Can Sunday Project,” Attention:
Keith M. Gallagher. For more in-
formation, call the Knights at
(908) 789-9809 or Keith
Gallagher at (908) 789-0931.

GW Knights Present
‘Soup Can Sunday’
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Cranford Hosts Annual
Scarecrow Stroll

CRANFORD - Area residents are
invited to make a scarecrow for
the popular Scarecrow Stroll, an
autumn tradition in downtown
Cranford that brings together
families, businesses, clubs,
schools, teams and lots of cre-
ative people.

After many requests, partici-
pation in the free seventh Annual
Scarecrow Stroll is now open to
non-Cranford residents, but only
businesses and organizations
that are Cranford based are per-
mitted. The event runs Thurs-
day, October 23, through Friday,
October 31.

There will be several special
activities at this year’s event.
Mommies 24/7, a group of active
women from Cranford, Westfield
and other nearby towns, will run
a Scarecrow Scavenger Hunt and
Trick or Treat Day  will be hold on
October 31 in the downtown.

Every year, visitors come to
walk through the downtown find-
ing wild and crazy creations on
every street and in store win-
dows. Store owners typically
make scarecrows that reflect their
business, clubs and organizations
use the scarecrow as a way to
promote their community
projects and events and the pub-
lic just has a great time coming
up with unique, funny, scary and
wild creations. First, second and
third place prizes are awarded

for 12 and under; 13 and over
and business owner.

“We look forward to seeing what
people come up with and every
year we are impressed,” said
Downtown Director Kathleen
Miller Prunty. “Of course, the best
part is seeing people walking
throughout the downtown en-
joying the scarecrows and voting
for their favorites. Every year,
we count thousands of votes,”
added Ms. Prunty. You can see
some of the amazing scarecrows
from previous years on https://
w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
ScarecrowStroll

The event is free for partici-
pants and visitors but sign up
ends Saturday, October 4. For
application and guidelines go to
our website cranford.com/down-
town/.

HEY GOOD LOOKIN’… “Selfie Scarecrow,” above, was a favorite at the 2013
downtown Cranford Scarecrow Stroll.

CDC Theatre Opens Season
With Sweeney Todd

CRANFORD - Sweeney Todd,
The Demon Barber of Fleet Street
is in rehearsal at Cranford Dra-
matic Club Theatre (CDC) in
Cranford and will open Wednes-
day, October 17, and runs
through Saturday, November 1.

With music and lyrics by
Stephen Sondheim and book by
High Wheeler, Sweeney Todd is
a musical thriller. This chilling,
suspenseful, heart-pounding
masterpiece of murderous bar-
ber-ism and culinary crime tells
the infamous tale of the unjustly
exiled barber who returns to 19th
century London seeking revenge
against the lecherous judge who
framed him and ravaged his
young wife.

His thirst for blood expands to
include his unfortunate custom-
ers, and the resourceful propri-
etress of the pie shop downstairs
soon has the people of London
lining up in droves with her mys-
terious new meat pie recipe.

Alex Oleksij is Sweeney with
Melissa Timpson as Mrs. Lovett.

They are joined by Frank
Guerriero as Anthony, Walter
Zimmerman as Judge Turpin,
Zach Mazouat as Tobias, Jay Win-
ston as the Beadle, Laura DiSantis
as Lucy, Jeff Fiorello as Pirelli and
Kate Pfuhler as Johanna. Will
Carey, Patrick Field, Edgar Rivera,
Keith Slusser, Christopher
Abbott, Judi Lagagna, Lauren
Hunter, Andrea Thibodeau,
Megan McGrath and Raven
Dunbar perform in the Ensemble.
They are directed by Alan Van
Antwerp. Leslie Riccie is Producer,
Jack Bender Musical Director and
Megan Ferentinos is Choreogra-
pher.

The season continues at CDC
Theatre, New Jersey’s oldest
community theatre, with an
intergenerational production of
Aladdin in December, David
Mamet’s’ Speed the Plow in Feb-
ruary and the musical How To
Succeed In Business Without
Really Trying in May.

For tickets and more informa-
tion visit www.cdctheatre.org.

OPENING SOON…Sweeney Todd, The Demon Barber of Fleet Street is in
rehearsal at Cranford Dramatic Club Theatre in Cranford and will open
Wednesday, October 17. Pictured, Melissa Timpson as Mrs. Lovett and Alex
Oleksij as Sweeney Todd.

Deutscher Club to Host
Oktoberfest

CLARK – The Deutscher Club of
Clark will host Oktoberfest on
Saturday, October 4, starting at
4 p.m. Admission is $5 per per-
son; children under 12 are free.

Music will be provided by the
Polkadelphia Band and will be
held outdoors rain or shine.

German specialty foods and
beverages will be available. No
outside food or beverages are
allowed and dressing in German
attire is encouraged.

No skates, skateboards, bi-
cycles, scooters or glass con-
tainers are permitted.

No dogs allowed at any time on
premises

For information call (732) 574-
8600 or visit
www.deutscherclub.usa.
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