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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“Senior Day” allowed the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School girls
soccer team an opportunity to,
not only play its entire cast of
seniors, but also allowed the
Raiders to showcase their tal-
ented depth in a 2-0 victory over
the Cranford Cougars in Scotch
Plains on October 23.

The senior depth definitely
came into play as senior Paige
Heiden, on an assist from senior
Corina Checchio, scored a first-
half goal and senior Sarah DiIorio,
on an assist from senior Tori

Baliatico, scored a second-half
goal.

“Yes! Today really showed the
depth that we had, because to-
day was ‘Senior Day,’ so we had
a full field of seniors, 10 of us. It
proved that every single person
on this team is just as valuable as
the next,” Heiden said.

“It was our last home game, so
we just decided to play all the
seniors. All the kids who played
and the ones who didn’t did a
great job all year. Our seniors
really stepped up today,” Raider
Head Coach Kevin Ewing said.

The Cougar girls also stepped

up. Earlier in the season on Sep-
tember 11, the Raiders gave the
Cougars a 5-0 shellacking on their
home turf. In that game, the
Raiders took advantage of a few
Cougar defensive miscues. This
time, however, the Cougars made
far less defensive miscues and
added some aggressiveness of
their own with the help of senior
Corrine Savulich and juniors
Lyndsay Pace, Madeline Hart and
Julia Madsen. By game’s end,
each team took only four real
shots on goal and the Cougars
had six corner kicks to the Raid-
ers’ four. Raider sophomore goal-
keeper Andrea Leitner made two
saves as did Cougar sophomore
keeper Dana Acocella.

Less than five minutes into the
first half, Heiden launched a cor-

HEIDEN NETS 1ST-HALF GOAL, DiIORIO 2ND-HALF GOAL; BALIATICO, CHECCHIO ASSIST

Raider Soccer Girls Shut Out Cougars, 2-0, on ‘Senior Day’
ner kick into the box where there
was a scramble for control.
Checchio got a foot on the ball
and slipped it to Heiden, who
tapped it to the right of the diving
Acocella.

“I was playing outside on the
right. I came to kick the corner
and then Corina Checchio sent it
back in and I ran to the box,”
Heiden said.

DiIorio’s goal came on a run 18
minutes into the second half.

“I kicked it down on the side.
Tori came down the line, and the
goalie kind of cut off her angle.
She probably wasn’t going to be
able to shoot, so I ran up. She
laid it into me and it was kind of
like a jumble of legs with the girl
who was marking me and it ended
up in the goal,” DiIorio explained.

They are both good senior lead-
ers for us, so it was nice for

them,” Coach Ewing added.
The Cougars had a long span of

possession in the middle of the
first half and got off a few shots.
The first was a long shot from
Hart that alit on the top of the
net. The second came when Hart’s
corner kick was tipped away by
Leitner. With seven minutes re-
maining in the half, Raider junior
Annie Pierce punched a shot from
the center that Acocella dove to
her right to smother.

In the second half, moments
before DiIorio’s goal, Baliatico
ripped a shot that Acocella saved.
Five minutes after DiIorio’s goal,
Cougar Madsen took a promising
shot that was deflected by Raider
senior back Evelyn Logie.

Next on the agenda for the
Raiders, the top seed, would be a
showdown against fifth-seeded

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Westfield in the semifinals of the
Union County Tournament at AL
Johnson in Clark on October 25.

“It’s unfortunate, because I

think Westfield got a bad seed,
but you got to play everybody.
They are a very good team. It
should be a really good game,”

Coach Ewing said.
“They are definitely a tough

opponent every time we play
them and we definitely are look-

ing forward to facing them again,
because we already faced them
twice this season. Today got us
some good momentum going into

that game, so overall we are
really pumped for it,” DiIorio said.
Cranford 0 0 0
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 1 1 2
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CHRISTIANO GETS 3 RUSHING TDs, TD PASS RECEPTION, 161-YDs RUSHING; SCHETELICH TD

Cougar Footballers Awaken, Muzzle Del Val Terriers, 35-18
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Variations of a single wing of-
fense may have confused the
Cranford High School football
team for the entire first half, but
the Cougars figured it out in a big
way to stop the Delaware Valley
Terriers in their tracks and to
score all of their points in the
second half to emerge with a 35-
18 victory at Memorial Field in
Cranford on October 24.

Senior running back Luke
Christiano racked up his first four-
touchdown (TD) evening of the
season with respective rushing
TDs of 66 yards, 25 yards and 10
yards, and a two-point conver-
sion run for 166 yards on eight
carries to go with his 18-yard TD
reception. Christiano also had a
four-TD game last year against

Scotch Plains-Fanwood.
Quarterback Jack Schetelich

carried 18 times for 95 yards,
including a 15-yard TD, and com-
pleted four of nine passes for 36
yards, including the TD pass to
Christiano and two interceptions.
Receiver Joe Norton had three
receptions for 21 yards. Running
back Brian McGovern carried once
for eight yards and Dan DeLayo
carried three times for 19 yards.

Because of their style of of-
fense, the 4-3 Terriers stuck to
the ground attack almost exclu-
sively until late in the game when
they had no choice. Terrier quar-
terback Joey Donnelly carried 14
times for 18 yards, but the pri-
mary runner was Corey Shedlock,
who carried 17 times for 93 yards,
including a 41-yard TD.

On the opening series, Cougar

defensive back Sean Leonard
recovered a Terrier fumble on
the Del. Val. 40, but the Cougars
were stopped on four plays and
turned the ball over at the Terrier
39. From there, on the fifth run-
ning play, Shedlock galloped up
the middle 41 yards for the TD
with 5:50 left in the quarter.

With 9:28 left in the half, Ter-
rier Sean Lessig booted a 25-
yard field goal. On the ensuing
kickoff, Cougar Kevin Trotter
gave his team good field position
at the Terrier 40, but three plays
later, Schetelich’s long pass down
the middle was picked off by
Shedlock and the Terriers
boasted a 10-0 lead at the half.

The locker room conversations
must have been interesting.

“Whenever we come out weak,
everybody in the locker room

motivates each other. We get
fired up. I don’t know why we
didn’t bring it to the first half, but
in the locker room at halftime, it
all clicks and we want to get the
job done,” Schetelich said.

Things changed in a flash in the
second half. The 7-0 Cougars got
the ball at their own 18. After two
running plays and a five-yard
pass to Norton, Christiano found
an open seam and sprinted 66
yards for the TD with 9:50 left in
the quarter. Norton’s point after
was good.

The Cougars’ special teams
came into play in a vicious man-
ner and remained that way for
the rest of the game. Trotter (10
tackles, 12 assists), McGovern,
Ahmad Davis and company
smothered the return man to
little of no gains consistently.

“Our special teams are great.
Coach [Peter] Kane does a great
job. It really shows in the game,”
inside linebacker Colin Scanlon
said.

“It’s so important. You have to
win all three stages. Special
teams is a major stage,”
Schetelich said.

“Brian McGovern, Kevin Trotter
Ahmad Davis all made tackles to
get them under the twenty [yard
line], and that gave our defense
a good boost so they go three-
and-out,” Christiano said.

And the Cougar defense also
found the proper formula and
held the Terriers’ running game
to just 45 total yards in that half.

“They were hiding behind those
big linemen and hitting some
holes. Our defensive coordinator

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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made great adjustments and in
the second half we started play-
ing harder and shedding blocks,”
Christiano said.

“Their offense is definitely
tough, because the backfield is
like spinning. You never want to
look in the backfield,” Schetelich
said. “Offense motivates defense
and defense motivates offense.
Whenever one gets going, we
are good.”

“The first half we didn’t play our
hardest. The second half we came
out on fire and did our assign-
ments, which is what we did all
week. Just do what we were told
to do and did it. It really showed
in the second half,” Scanlon said.

Trotter returned another Ter-
rier punt to the Del. Val. 39 then
four plays later more holes
opened and Christiano dashed
25 yards for the TD with 5:22 left
in the third quarter. The point
after was good.

A solid tackle by Cougar line-

backer Niko Cappello stopped the
Terriers on fourth down at their
own 40. On the fourth play,
Schetelich slit 10 yards for the
TD. Christiano’s two-point run-
ning conversion made the score
22-10 with :23.1 left in the quar-
ter.

The Terriers’ next possession
was anything but fun for them
when Trotter delivered a nine-
yard sack then defensive back
Ryan Bakie recovered a fumble
at the Del Val. 44. On the fourth
play, Schetelich hit Christiano in
the left corner for and 18-yard
TD reception. The point after
failed.

Trailing 28-10, the Terriers were
forced into a desperation mode
and had to shift to a passing
game. It did work once when
tight end Najee Hudgins grabbed
a 16-yard pass in the end zone.

The two-point conversion was
successful and the lead was cut
to 10 points, but not for long.
After Cougar Jake Matthews re-
covered on onside kick at the

Cranford 47, Christiano scooted
31 yards, Schetelich ran for 13
yards then Christiano found an-
other hole for his 10-yard TD
with 2:34 remaining.

“The whole offensive linemen,
Kevin McNeil, Nick Ballas, Will
Fries, Kevin Doran, Colin Scanlon
and Mike Bellrose all did a great
job of blocking. Outside, Joe
Norton, Donte Anderson and Eric
Donahue! The whole team did a
great job of blocking. I get the
credit, but they do a great job of
setting me up,” Christiano said.

The Terriers made one last at-
tempt to score. Donnelly gunned
a long pass down field. The re-
ceiver and Christiano went up
and tipped the ball. Christiano
located it and made the intercep-
tion with seconds remaining.

“Me and the other kid tipped it
at the same time, and I tried to
find the ball and I came up with
it,” Christiano said.

The Cougars will travel up to
Berkeley Heights this Saturday,
November 1, to face Governor
Livingston at 1 p.m.
Delaware Valley   7   3   0   8 18
Cranford   0   0 22 13 35

Cranford Cougar Gridders Awaken in 2nd Half, Muzzle Delaware Valley Terriers, 35-18

Honesty is True Honor

Story on page 17
of The Westfield Leader

More photos on next page
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By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Cranford High School field
hockey team got goals from jun-
iors Sophia Scalea and Mackenzie
Moonan and made them hold up
in a 2-0 victory over Westfield on
October 23 at Kehler Stadium in
Westfield. The Cougars proved
to be too quick for the Blue Devils
by regularly beating them to the
loose balls.

The win upped the Cougars’
season mark to 5-10-2 and pro-
vided a nice bounce back effort
after back-to-back shutout losses
against Montclair and Montclair
Kimberly Academy.

“We played well today,” said
Cranford Head Coach Danielle
DiPaolo. “Finally. I think we did a
much better job passing the ball
and moving it around today than
we had in recent games. We took

advantage of our opportunities
and did enough to win the game.”

The Cougars opened the scor-
ing on a goal by Scalea with 22
minutes to play in the first half.

“Sam Colucci set me up with a
cross into the circle,” said Scalea
of the scoring play. “I just swept
it in from there. I was happy to
get the goal. We have not been
scoring as much as we’d like to
lately and this gave us a good
start to the game.”

The Cougars took a 1-0 lead
into the break on a brisk and
windy day. Westfield was seldom
able to get sustained offensive
efforts mounted in the first half
and that trend continued well
into the second half.

“I think there were two main
reasons why we didn’t win to-
day,” said Blue Devil Head Coach
Caitlin MacDonald. “We did not

establish possession of the ball
at any time. You can’t score if you
do not get possession of the ball.
We also were getting beat to the
balls. Cranford was faster than
we were.”

Westfield, now 5-11-1 on the
year, had come into the game
fresh off of a 1-0 victory over
Livingston. That victory snapped
a four game losing streak in which
the Blue Devils had been
outscored 18-0. But the Blue
Devils continued to have prob-
lems scoring on this day and in
the end it would result in their
downfall.

Cranford took command of the
contest when Moonan scored with

SCALEA NETS 1ST HALF GOAL, MOONAN NETS 2ND HALF GOAL; COLUCCI MAKES 2 ASSISTS

Cranford Lady Cougars Top Field Hockey Blue Devils, 2-0
6:39 remaining in the game to
give the Cougars their final 2-0
margin of victory. Again it was
Colucci that would play a role in
the score.

“Sam passed it back to me in
good position and I just took the
shot,” said Moonan. “Honestly, I
really did not think it would go in
but I was happy to see that it did.”

For Cranford, the game repre-
sented their best performance in
a while. The Cougars had been
outscored 7-1 in that pair of losses
against Montclair and Montclair
Kimberly Academy.

“I think we picked it up a bit
today,” said Moonan. “We’ve had
some rough losses lately. Really

we’ve had some rough losses all
season. We passed the ball well
today. It is nice to come out of the
game with a victory but it is even
nicer to know that you played a
good team game in the process.”

For Westfield the game was a
reminder of just how far they still
have to go before this young
team realizes its potential.

“We are young at several posi-
tions,” said MacDonald. “We’ve
just got to get back to the basics
of the game. We did some things
better in the second half but
we’ve got to be consistent
throughout the game.”
Cranford 1 1 2
Westfield 0 0 0

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD ATHLETES OF THE WEEK...Olivia Noesner, a senior captain on the varsity
cheerleading squad, was a true leader during spirit week and the Cougar Pink Out. She has been a
standout on the squad this season. Luke Christiano, a senior captain on the football team rushed 7 times
for 176 yards and scored three touchdowns against Delaware Valley on Friday. He also caught a pass
and ran 23 yards for a fourth touchdown. On defense he had 15 tackles and one interception.
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Soccer Raiders Edge Lady Blue Devils, 1-0, in Union County Tournament Semifinals
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Blue Devil Soccer Boys Top Hilltoppers in Union County Tournament Semifinals, 1-0
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More on next page

* Blue Devil Boys Finish Second, Girls Third at Union County Cross-Country Meet *
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* Blue Devil Boys Finish Second, Girls Third at Union County Cross-Country Meet *
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Four Cranford Candidates
Square Off on Local Issues

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – A debate was held
Thursday for two open seats on
the Cranford Township Commit-
tee. Republican incumbents
Mayor Andis Kalnins and Deputy
Mayor Lisa Adubato and Demo-
cratic candidates Robert
Salvatore and Brian McCarthy
answered questions posed by
Cranford residents who attended
the debate at the municipal build-
ing and asked by moderator Dawn
Clarke of the League of Women
Voters.

Each candidate began the de-
bate with a three-minute open-
ing remark period, followed by a
question-and-answer period and
finalized with a two-minute clos-
ing statement.

On the issue of controlling taxes,
Mr. Salvatore and Mr. McCarthy
said taxes last year were offset
by surplus and they had con-
cerns about depleting those
funds. Mr. Salvatore and Mr.
McCarthy also said the surplus
was put in place prior to their
opponents being voted into of-
fice.

“What I would like to do is not
spend unwisely,” Mr. Salvatore
said.

Ms. Adubato, who has served
as finance commissioner with Mr.
Kalnins, said hiring a full-time

chief financial officer has helped
to control taxes as well as she
and Mr. Kalnins working closely
with the officer and the township
administrator. In her opening re-
marks, Ms. Adubato said,
“Cranford this year had the low-
est tax increase of all municipali-
ties in Union County. Our munici-
pal tax increase this year was 0.5
percent, which translates to about
$4 per household.”

Mr. McCarthy said fellow Demo-
crat Commissioner Tom Hannen,
Jr. was “at the forefront of put-
ting the full-time CFO into posi-
tion.”

Ms. Adubato rebutted, asking
her opponents, “With all due re-
spect to Commissioner Hannen,
and he is not running tonight,
and it is only fair to voters that
you talk about your accomplish-
ments and how you would move
forward with the town.”

Mr. Kalnins said, “We decreased
the use of surplus.” He added
that the township had successful
negotiations with unions this
year.

On where to allocate the re-
serve funds, Mr. Kalnins and Ms.
Adubato looked to improving
roads, while Mr. McCarthy and
Mr. Salvatore looked to flood
mitigation and road improve-
ments.

In regards to specific flood miti-
gation plans, all candidates sup-
ported moving forward with get-
ting approvals for funding the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’
study and work to complete the
flood mitigation plans the Corps
has specified.

Mr. McCarthy and Mr. Salvatore
said the Rahway River in Cranford
needs to be desilted. They said
there is $200,000 set aside for
desilting that is unused.

Mr. Kalnins rebutted that
desilting took place last year at

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Candidates for
borough council faced off at The
Pointe condominium complex like
their mayoral counterparts, but
without much of the rancor of the
debate between the executive
hopefuls.

Both incumbent Democrats
Sara Todisco and Lou Petruzzelli
and Republican challengers Tina
Simitz and Carol Kearney faced
awkward questions and moments
at the October 23 forum, defend-
ing previous votes or campaign
statements and at times even
agreeing with one another.

The format was similar to the
mayoral event a week earlier,
with the candidates taking turns
responding to previously sub-
mitted questions and eventually
from the floor.

Ms. Todisco, a social studies

teacher in Chatham, and Mr.
Petruzzelli, owner of an electrical
contracting business, were put
on the defensive with the first
question when debate modera-
tor and Pointe communications
chairman William Connolly re-
ferred to the still uncompleted
Athletic Field Complex (AFC) as a
“$3-million embarrassment.”

Both rejected the characteriza-
tion, with Mr. Petruzzelli essen-
tially blaming the 18-month
completion delay on the contrac-
tor, Flanagan Construction, and
rules that require the govern-
ment accept the lowest bidder.

“I don’t think it’s an embar-
rassment at all,” said Mr.
Petruzzelli, the council’s liaison
on the project.

Ms. Todisco similarly defended
her vote for the AFC, which she
said she considers a “recreation
complex” since it will be avail-

able to everyone, from children
to senior citizens.

“Although I am proud to say I
support the project, I can say
that I’m completely frustrated
by the delays as residents are, as
Councilman Petruzzelli is as liai-
son, and I just want this done,”
she said.

Mrs. Simitz criticized the deci-
sion to not put such an expendi-
ture out for a voter referendum,
calling it over budget from the
initial cost projection of $2.1
million in 2007 and blaming it for
increasing the borough’s debt 66
percent.

Ms. Todisco disputed the phrase
“over budget,” saying “things
change” and also saying the AFC
was 36 percent of the borough’s
debt.

Ms. Kearney, the owner of a
travel agency, and Mrs. Simitz, a
marketing executive, had their
own uneasy moment shortly
thereafter when Mr. Connolly had
them address the split among
the Garwood Republicans, ask-
ing why they were not campaign-
ing together as a team.

Mrs. Simitz noted she has
worked with Republican mayoral
hopeful Sal Piarulli and deferred
to Ms. Kearney to explain her
campaign.

“I made it very clear from day
one that I was going to run my
own campaign,” Ms. Kearney
said. “I did not want to be tied to
anyone.

“I am an independent thinker
and again I do not like to be tied
to anyone,” she said.

Ms. Kearney ran with incum-
bent Mayor Pat Quattrocchi and
Richard Dolan as “regular” Re-
publicans in the June Primary.
Both Ms. Kearney and Mr. Dolan
ran unopposed, while Mr. Piarulli,

CELEBRATION…Crunch Garwood celebrated its second anniversary this
past week. Pictured, from left to right, are: Chris Domenic, general manager;
Paul Kornegray, assistant general manager; Garwood Mayor Pat Quattrocchi;
Chris Devine, Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce (GWACC)
chairman, and Carol Kearney, GWACC vice-president. CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGECONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Garwood Council Candidates
Answer Questions at Forum
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Connell Park and this year at
Crescent Place.

Mr. Salvatore added that he
would like to see “better repre-
sentation” at Union County Col-
lege (UCC) board of governors
meetings. He and his opponent
have said they attended those
meetings early in the year, met
with residents opposed to the
UCC field project, and are “pro-
active” in the fight against hav-
ing a field built on the UCC
Cranford campus.

In rebuttal, Mr. Kalnins said the
UCC meetings typically fall on
the same night as township com-
mittee meetings. Ms. Adubato
added the township has a legal
plan in place should UCC put a
shovel in the ground.

Ms. Adubato also said township
committee officials and the engi-
neer met this week with the De-
partment of Environmental Pro-
tection to pursue getting permits
for work on the Orchard Brook.

On funding the road improve-
ments, Ms. Adubato said this year
a $4-million bond was dedicated to
a paving program, as well as addi-
tional funds identified outside of
the bond by the CFO and engineer
that are being used for paving.

“We are actually going to be
able to do more streets than we
initially thought,” Ms. Adubato
said.

Mr. McCarthy noted the new
parking meters that were pur-
chased and installed this year,
and asked where the profits from
the meters are being slotted,
saying it should go towards street
improvements.

Mr. Kalnins said fiscal responsi-
bility, financial planning and sus-
taining a reasonable capital pro-
gram are at the forefront, noting
that state aid has “dried up.”

Mr. Salvatore and Mr. McCarthy
said a full-time engineer is needed
in order to supervise the work
being done on the road improve-
ments, as well as other projects.

Mr. Kalnins said the part-time

engineer hired by the township
has supervisors on his staff who
oversees projects, which frees up
the engineer’s time to work on
other projects in the township.

Mr. Salvatore said workers do-
ing road paving on Winans Av-
enue, where he lives, are doing
“double work” because there is
no supervision.

“It is a waste of taxpayers’
money,” Mr. Salvatore said.

On the stance of having a full-
time engineer, Mr. Salvatore said,
“It is a $34-million business; we
need full-timers.”

Ms. Adubato said in her open-
ing remarks that the part-time
engineer has made “visible and
measurable progress” and has
been “salvaging and kick-start-
ing projects.”

Development, public safety,
shared services, NJ Transit im-
provements and the One-Seat
Ride also were discussed. The
full debate is available on TV-35
and on its website,
livestream.com/cranfordtv35.

Election Day is Tuesday, No-
vember 4. Polls will be open from
6 a.m. to 8 p.m.

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The long-delayed
Athletic Field Complex will be com-
pleted by the end of November,
Mayor Pat Quattrocchi announced
at Tuesday’s council meeting, and
will be officially opened for use
Sunday, December 14.

Mayor Quattrocchi said project
contractor Flanagan Construction
informed her earlier in the day of
the expected completion, with-
out specifying a date.

Councilman Lou Petruzzelli, the
liaison to the council on the mat-
ter, said the reason for waiting an
extra two weeks before holding a
ribbon-cutting ceremony was
“wiggle room” to allow for obtain-
ing all the necessary permits and
inspections, particularly a health
department approval for the
kitchen in the clubhouse.

The council will hold a special
meeting on Thursday, Novem-
ber 13 to discuss a draft of the
ordinance that will establish the
regulations for use of the com-

plex. Council President Ann
Tarantino noted that the ordi-
nance will officially rename the
park on the south side of town
bordering Cranford the Garwood
Sports and Recreation Complex.

The announcement regarding
the athletic field brought smiles
and plaudits from several mem-
bers on council, clearly happy to
see the project nearing an end
18 months after it was scheduled
to be finished.

But it also sparked tense mo-
ments among residents during
the public comment portion of
the work session, indicating the
sharp divide and raw emotions
among some regarding the $3.2-
million expenditure.

After Garwood Baseball League
President Scott Kessler praised
the volunteers who operate the
various leagues and programs
that will use the new field,
Paulette Mathieu, mother of
Councilman Mathieu, chastised
what she considered a self-con-
gratulatory attitude. She also
suggested the timing was politi-
cal with the election for two coun-
cil seats, with the election for two
council seats as well as mayor
only a week away.

“It sounds like damage con-
trol,” she said. “It sounds like
circling the wagons.”

Mr. Kessler returned to the mi-
crophone to insist his comments
were not political and as he turned
he clearly could be heard saying
“stupid” in the direction of Mrs.
Mathieu.

That prompted Republican
mayoral candidate Sal Piarulli to
speak, rebuking Mr. Kessler by
calling his remark “deplorable.”

Also on Tuesday, the council
displayed two ceremonial checks,
one for $20,000 and another for
$4,400, that were presented to
Mrs. Tarantino at a recent Union
County Freeholders’ meeting

running under the Conservative
Republican banner of Council-
man Jim Mathieu, defeated Mrs.
Quattrocchi.

Mr. Mathieu also won control of
the Garwood Republican Party
with his slate of candidates, and
shortly after the Primary, Mr.
Dolan withdrew, allowing Mr.
Mathieu to put Mrs. Simitz on the
Tuesday, November 4 ballot in
his place.

Ms. Kearney has separated her-
self from Mr. Mathieu, sending
him an e-mail on October 8 –
that also was sent to Garwood
Police Chief Bruce Underhill,
among others. It advised Mr.
Mathieu not to contact her via

telephone or text due to his “abu-
sive, loud and unprofessional
outburst” in a telephone conver-
sation.

The one issue that garnered
general agreement was when Mr.
Connolly read a submitted ques-
tion regarding Mr. Petruzzelli
availing himself of the borough’s
health insurance plan, the only
member of the council to do so.

Mr. Petruzzelli answered that
his decision was based on the
needs of his family, which in-
cludes a special-needs son. Mrs.
Simitz, next to respond, said the
issue did not belong in the cam-
paign, eliciting the only applause
of the night from the audience.

from “open space” funds. The
money will be used for the AFC
and comes in the form of match-
ing grants, which means Garwood
must spend an equal amount to
utilize the county dollars.

In another matter, the council
voted to approve $75,000 to
settle the lawsuit brought by
Borough Administrator Christina
Ariemma over her compensation
in 2012.

The 4-0 vote, with Councilmen
Mike Martin absent and Jim
Mathieu abstaining, granted Ms.
Ariemma a raise of $7,250, a
$29,000 lump sum payment as
retroactive raises for four years
and $46,000 in attorney’s fees.

In the Ariemma matter, the
borough administrator sued the
town and Mr. Mathieu over what
she claimed was the wrongful
denial of raises beginning in 2011.
A state Superior Court judge dis-
missed one portion of the lawsuit
in 2013 that alleged sex dis-
crimination and another in Au-
gust that individually named Mr.
Mathieu as a defendant.

“I’m happy the lawsuit is settled.
I’m happy that we didn’t have to
go to trial,” Mrs. Tarantino said
after the meeting.

Mr. Mathieu declined to com-
ment on why he abstained.

In other matters, Borough En-
gineer Don Guarriello informed
the council that he feels confi-
dent Cranford is working toward
resubmitting a plan to increase
the capacity of the Orchard Brook,
which would enable Garwood to
make improvements in the
Garwood Brook and ease flash
flooding concerns on the south
side of town.

Garwood is prohibited by state
regulation from tampering with
the Garwood Brook, which be-
comes the Orchard Brook once it
exits under the bridge on North
Avenue.

Cranford Candidates Square Off

GW Candidates Answer Questions

Athletic Field Complex to Be Done
In November, Ariemma Suit Settled
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Communities Don’t See Cranford’s
Issue as Partly Their Own Problem

I read that the FAR ordinance was
tabled for now and that your town-
ship engineer said that I am con-
fused. After tending to hundreds of
families in Cranford during Irene
and with the township still recover-
ing, my mind is clear in that I have
asked that Mountainside consider
incorporation into the ordinance
the best storm water management
practices.

That the community is sure
that mitigation is part of any
development plan no matter what
the FAR is. The local engineer
pointing to the fact that Westfield
has a higher FAR — well that is
true. Westfield too drains by
brook into [the] river and hasn’t
done much beyond the state mini-
mum ordinance.

In the survey done of the 28
communities in the Rahway River
Watershed done by an advisory
board, Westfield and
Mountainside were considered to

have the weakest storm water
management ordinances. I am
not anti-development. In fact as
Mayor of Cranford 25 years ago,
I pushed to sell Cranford’s ex-
cess flow rights to Mountainside
that permitted much of your re-
cent development.

What I am concerned about is
that communities don’t see
Cranford’s issue as partly their
own problem. I would urge at
minimum a request by
Mountainside to the Governor and
state DEP to support full funding
for the Rahway River Flood Mitiga-
tion study so improvements in
upstream storage and down-
stream channel work can mitigate
some of the next storm impact. Of
course adoption of mitigation
measures for any development in
Mountainside that could reduce
runoff would also be helpful.

Dan Aschenbach
Cranford

“All That Glitters Is Not Gold”
Endeared Mountainside Mayor Bob

Viglianti shared with us his wisdom be-
fore his passing a few years ago. One
point he made is that development in the
borough results in a property tax in-
crease to the residents regardless of the
increase in ratables. He explained that
with an increase in ratables - Union County
increases the property tax and the state
reduces school aid and reduces munici-
pal aid - the overall impact to residents is
a 15 percent hole.
Freeholder Angel Estrada expressed it

another way when we spoke recently
about the very high county taxes on
Westfield and Summit. He said, “Yes,
with success comes a price.”
Former Cranford Mayor Dan Aschenbach

writes in this paper, imploring surrounding

towns to do more about runoff from devel-
opments to minimize the flooding impact
on Cranford. We wonder, is he asking all to
reflect, “Am I my brother’s keeper?”
Westfield is considering a sizeable de-

velopment at South and Central Avenues
though Mayor Bob’s 15 percent hole will
probably go unnoticed as it is spread
throughout the town’s large tax base.
Garwood, on the other hand, faces

substantial challenges with the bankrupt
factory properties along South Avenue.
Garwood’s commonplace thinking, pal-
pably, is to create a major transit village,
add population density and augment
ratables. Maybe Mayor Bob’s 15 percent
hole would be better spent on the
Mindowaskin of Garwood.
Mayor Bob, we’ll pass along your warning.

CRANFORD — A representative
from Overlook Medical Center
will talk about women’s health
concerns at the November 5
meeting of the Wednesday Morn-
ing Club. The club’s business
meeting will begin at 10 a.m. in
the Cranford Community Center,
located at 220 Walnut Avenue,
Cranford. Presiding will be Co-
Presidents Dot Conheeney and
Barbara Jackson, both of
Westfield.

On Tuesday, November 11, at 1
p.m., Becky Solheim from The
Savory Spice Shop in Westfield
will join members of the club’s
Public Affairs Department at Bar-
bara Jackson’s home to tell them
about spices and how to use them.

A guided tour of the Museum of
Early Crafts and Trades in Madi-
son has been arranged by the
club’s American Arts and Crafts
Department for Tuesday, Novem-

ber 18. Interested members are
asked to meet at 9:45 a.m. at
the Cranford Community Center
and carpool to the museum. The
cost is $8.

Maureen Mairo will host the Lit-
erature Department on Monday,
November 24, at 1 p.m. Carolyn
Moran of Westfield will review the
critically-acclaimed “Orphan
Train” by Christina Baker Kline.

The Wednesday Morning Club
is geared toward women who
have recently retired or who have
left the workplace and are seek-
ing new ways to fill their time.
Through the club, mature women
who live in Union County enjoy
getting together several times a
month to exchange ideas and
explore areas of interest in the
arts, literature and public affairs.

For information and to attend a
meeting, call Diane Hickey at
(908) 272-8665.

Wed. Morn. Club Reveals Nov. Activities
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Cranford DEM
Township Committee

VIDEO INTERVIEW... www.goleader.com/services/video
Brian McCarthy, center, and Robert Salvatore with Christina Hinke.

Cranford GOP
Township Committee

VIDEO INTERVIEW... www.goleader.com/services/video
Incumbents Lisa Adubato, center, and Andis Kalnins with Christina Hinke.

Brian McCarthy (D)
Cranford Committee
Brian McCarthy has lived in

Cranford for 13 years with his
wife, Liz, and two boys in Cranford
schools. He is an information tech-
nology specialist responsible for
problem-solving large corporate
IT infrastructure issues for the
company EMC. He is a member of
the board for Calvary Lutheran
Day Care in Cranford and coaches
both of his sons on the Cranford
Baseball Softball League.

Andis Kalnins (R)
Cranford Committee
Andis Kalnins and his wife

Joanne have made Cranford their
home for 13 years. Their three
children are students in the
Cranford Public Schools. He is
currently serving his third year
on the Cranford Township Com-
mittee. He was appointed as
mayor for 2014 by his colleagues.

A licensed professional Engineer,
he received his Bachelor of Science
degree in Civil Engineering from
the New Jersey Institute of Tech-
nology and his MBA from Montclair
State University. He and his wife
Joanne have three children.

He has worked in construction
management and as an engineer
for Verizon, and now is a strate-
gic planner.

Elected to the township com-
mittee in 2011, he was appointed
by his colleagues as mayor for
2014. He previously served on
the Zoning Board of Adjustment
and has been active with Cranford
Chamber of Commerce, serving
as a director.

Andis has been an active com-
munity volunteer through the
Cranford Jaycees, Cranford
sports programs and a number
civic organizations.

Carol Kearney

Probitas Verus Honos

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

Lisa M. Adudato (R)
Cranford Committee
Lisa M. Adudato in her third

year as a Township Commis-
sioner. She is the current deputy
mayor and has been a Cranford
resident for 25 years. Her three
daughters are graduates of
Cranford High School. She main-
tains a law office in Cranford.

She has been active in the com-
munity with Saint Michael Par-
ish, the Saint Michael School
Sports Association, Cranford
Baseball and Softball League and
Relay for Life.

Rob Salvatore (D)
Cranford Committee
Rob Salvatore has three chil-

dren, a boy and a girl, in Cranford
schools, and a daughter who will
be graduating from New York
Institute of Technology this year.
He and his wife, Denise, attend
St. Michael’s Roman Catholic
Church. He is a coach and volun-
teer for the Cranford Baseball
Softball League and a Past Grand
Knight of the Union Council
Knights of Columbus. He works
for a major retail chain.

Carol Kearney (R)
For Garwood Council
Carol Kearney is the owner of a

Garwood travel agency, Unique
Cruise and Travel, and an unsuc-
cessful council candidate in 2011.
She is first vice-chairman of the
Greater Westfield Area Chamber
of Commerce.

In that capacity, she planned
and coordinated Garwood Rocks
street fair held in July. In the
1990s, Ms. Kearney, a Newark
native and a police officer’s
widow, fought successfully for
state reforms that protect the
pension rights of first respond-
ers’ widows.

Ms. Kearney worked as a real
estate agent for 20 years, was a
legal assistant in defense litiga-
tion and real estate law. She was
also a coordinator for soccer and
Little League in Union Township,
and a fundraising volunteer for
Oratory Prep in Summit.

The candidate is a graduate of
Katherine Gibbs Business School,
Barringer High School and at-
tended Union County College.

Sara Todisco (D)
For Garwood Council
Elected to Borough Council in

the November 2011 election af-
ter first being appointed to fill a
vacant seat in May of 2011.
Councilwoman Todisco is a life-
long, 4th generation resident of
Garwood.

She attended the Garwood Pub-
lic Schools and graduated  from
Arthur L. Johnson High School,
Clark, in 2006. She studied his-
tory, with minors in education
and business, at Northeastern
University, where she graduated
summa cum laude. Upon return-
ing to Garwood after college,
she became active in commu-
nity organizations, such as the
Garwood Lions Club, Garwood
Baseball League as a softball
coach, and the Education Foun-
dation of Garwood. By profes-
sion, Councilwoman Todisco is a
social studies teacher.

She served as council presi-
dent in 2013 and is currently
Finance Committee chair-
woman.
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Knights Blood Drive
To Be Held Nov. 16

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Knights of Columbus will conduct
a blood drive on Sunday, No-
vember 16, from 9 a.m. to 2
p.m., at their council hall. The
hall is located at 37 South Av-
enue, Garwood, opposite
PathMark.

Parking is available behind the
building off Willow Avenue (turn
at Marty Shoes). For more infor-
mation, call Chairman Dennis
Clark at (908) 247-5389 or the
Blood Center of New Jersey at
(973) 676-4700, extension no.
144; visit the Blood Center
website at bloodnj.org or e-mail
bcnj@bloodnj.org.

CRANFORD
Saturday, October 18, Dylan

Ferrao, 22, of White House Sta-
tion and Robert Espaillat, 23, of
Colonia were arrested on charges
of possession of suspected mari-
juana and possession of para-
phernalia following a stop at a
DWI (driving while intoxicated)
checkpoint.

Monday, October 20, Jessie
Brooks, 51, of Piscataway was
charged with DWI following a mo-
tor vehicle stop.

Tuesday, October 21, Jeffrey
Siberon, 49, of Elizabeth was
charged with DWI following a
motor vehicle stop.

Festival Is Tomorrow
At Calvary Tabernacle
CRANFORD — Calvary Taber-

nacle invites the community to
its Fall Festival that will take
place tomorrow, Friday, October
31, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. This
family event will include games,
prizes, candy and inflatable rides.
Calvary Tabernacle is located at
69 Myrtle Street in Cranford.

Paid for by Piarulli for Mayor, Salvatore Piarulli
Treasurer. 55 4th Ave. Garwood, NJ. 07027

Piarulli for Garwood Mayor

Sal Piarulli (R)
Candidate for Garwood Mayor

The middle child of Italian im-
migrants, Sal Piarulli and his wife,
Linda, are seven-year Garwood
residents. They have four chil-
dren. Mrs. Piarulli serves as vice-
president of the Garwood PTA.

Mr. Piarulli has launched pro-
grams and products that have
generated revenues in excess of
$700 million. He has also been
vice-president of marketing of

Dean Michael Clarizio Cancer
Foundation (www.dmccf.com),
which has raised over $400,000.

He defeated Mayor Pat
Quattrocchi in the Republican
Primary in June,

Charles Lombardo (D)
For Garwood Mayor
Running for the position of Mayor

is Democrat Charles Lombardo, a
Garwood resident/homeowner for
39 years, who previously served
as a councilman from 1987 to
2007. He is employed as safety
coordinator for the county public
works department.  He has a
Master’s Degree from Kean Uni-
versity in Public Administration
and an undergraduate degree
from Fairleigh Dickinson Univer-
sity.

Louis Petruzzelli (D)
For Garwood Council
Louis Petruzzelli has been a

member of the Garwood Council
since 2009. He has been a bor-
ough resident for 21 years and a
Union County resident for 35
years.

He is a graduate of Union High
School and the Union County Vo-
cational-Technical Schools. A
New Jersey licensed electrical
contractor, Mr. Petruzzelli is
president and owner of Accent
Electric Corp.

As a member of the council, he
serves as chairman of the Build-
ings and Grounds and Recre-
ation Committees. He is a mem-
ber of the Police, Public Health
and Safety, Fire and Finance
Committees. He is also the coun-
cil representative for the Athletic
Field Complex project.

His community involvement has
included being a coach for the
Garwood Baseball League,
Garwood Recreational Basket-
ball, and Clark Pop Warner Foot-
ball. He has been a  member of
the Garwood Planning Board and
the Garwood PTA and has been
active with the Greater Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce and
the Garwood Lions Club. He is a
communicant of the Church of
St. Anne. He has also been a
member of the Union Township
Volunteer Fire Department.

He has been married for 18
years to his wife, Jacqueline. They
have three children: Victoria,
Louis Jr., and Anthony.

Garwood GOP
Mayor and Council

VIDEO INTERVIEW... www.goleader.com/services/video
Sal Piarulli for Mayor, center, and Tina Simitz for Council with Brian Trusdell.
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Tina Simitz (R)
For Garwood Council
Tina Simitz is a four-year resi-

dent of Garwood with her hus-
band, Michael, a local attorney,
and their three children, Michael
11, Matthew 7, and Lia 5.

As a vice-president of client
services at a mid-sized market-
ing agency in Morristown, Ms.
Simitz has over 20 years of expe-
rience in pharmaceutical mar-
keting, managing promotional
budgets of over $2 million and
developing multi-channel cam-
paigns for her brands.

She graduated cum laude from
Rutgers College with a bachelor’s
degree in journalism and his-
tory, and is a member of Phi Beta
Kappa.

She is a member of the Lincoln
School PTA, banquet chair for
her son’s Cub Scout pack and a
local advocate for children with
autism.

CRANFORD – There is still a
chance to see Sweeney Todd, The
Demon Barber of Fleet Street with
two final  performances on Friday,
October  31 and Saturday, No-
vember 1, at CDC Theatre, 78
Winans Avenue, in Cranford.

Stephen Sondheim and Hugh
Wheeler’s chilling, suspenseful,
heart-pounding masterpiece of
murderous barber-ism and culi-
nary crime tells the infamous tale
of the unjustly exiled barber who
returns to 19th century London
seeking revenge against the lech-
erous judge who framed him and
ravaged his young wife. His thirst
for blood soon expands to include
his unfortunate customers, and
the resourceful proprietress of the
pie shop downstairs soon has the
people of London lining up in
droves with her mysterious new
meat pie recipe.

Visit www.cdctheatre.org for in-
formation and tickets. Funding has
been made possible in part by the
NJ State Council on the Arts, Dept.
of State, a Partner Agency of the
National Endowment for the Arts,
through a grant administered by
the Union County Office of Cul-
tural & Heritage Affairs.

CDC Presents Musical
Thriller Sweeney Todd


