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l'ennemi du journaliste

SCHETELICH RUNS FOR 4 TDs; LEONARD 56 YD TD FUMBLE RETURN; McGOVERN 84-YD TD

Cougars Rise to 6-0, Trample Hillside Comet Gridders, 40-6
Prepared By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

One week after knocking the
Voorhees Vikings from the ranks
of the unbeaten, the Cranford
High School Cougars football
team upped its record to 6-0 with
a 40-6 trampling of the Hillside
Comets in Hillside on October
18.

Junior quarterback Jack
Schetelich made the Hillside end
zone seem like home as he pen-
etrated it four times with respec-
tive touchdown runs of two yards,
10 yards, 49 yards and a capping
90-yard touchdown sprint.
Schetelich finished with 203 rush-
ing yards on just 11 carries. He
also completed five of eight
passes for 37 yards.

The Cougars totaled 460 yards
with 357 yards on the ground
and 103 in the air. On a fake
punt, junior Joe Norton initiated
a 66-yard pass play to senior
wide receiver Donte Anderson
(10 yards plus a 56-yard fumble
recovery and run into the end
zone by Sean Leonard). Norton
also had a seven-yard reception
and kicked four points after touch-
down.

The Cougars had the luxury of
using several of their reserves on
offense. Sophomore running back
Brian McGovern carried twice for
92 yards, which included an 84-
yard touchdown run in the fourth
quarter. Sophomore Patrick Hoey
had four carries for 19 yards and
senior Jake Palumbo carried three
times for 11 yards. Veteran se-
nior Luke Christiano had five car-

ries for 26 yards and had one
reception for minus two yards,
and veteran Donavin Walker had
three carries for 11 yards. Senior
wide receiver Eric Donahue had
three receptions for 32 yards.

The Comets were limited to
146 total yards, 88 in the air and

58 on the ground thanks to the
stubborn Cougars’ defensive
swarming. Quarterback Fazion
Rock completed nine of 18 passes
for 85 yards, which included two
interceptions. Quarterback Kevin
Miller completed one pass for
three yards. Roger Bryant had a

36-yard reception. Josh Graham
had four receptions for 34 yards,
Dan Nunez had two for 12 yards

and John Mays had three for six
yards. Running back Christian
Branch carried 13 times for 38
yards, including a five yard TD.
Rock carried five times for 13
yards.

Senior defensive back Kevin
Trotter made six tackles and as-

sisted on
t w o .
Christiano
made four
t a c k l e s ,
assisted on
three and
added an
intercep-
tion. Junior
defensive
back Sean
L e o n a r d
made four
t a c k l e s ,
and junior
defensive
l i n e m a n
Will Fries
made two
t a c k l e s
with a sack
and a
throw for a
loss, and
assisted on
two. Line-
man Nick
B a l l a s
made a
tackle and
assisted on
three, line-
b a c k e r
C o l i n
S c a n l o n
had four

assisted tackles and linebacker
Niko Cappello had a solo tackle
and assisted on 10.

McGovern made two tackles,
while Hoey and Anderson each
had one, and Lucas Ramadan

had one tackle throw for a loss.
Linebacker Mike Palumbo had a
sack and two assisted tackles.
Sophomore defensive back Ryan
Bakie had one tackle, two as-
sisted tackles and an intercep-
tion. Jake Matthews had two as-
sisted tackles, Ethan Tom had
three assists and Donahue had a
solo tackle and an assist.

The Cougars’ first touchdown
drive covered 77 yards on 11
plays, concluded with Schetelich’s
two-yard scoot into the end zone.
The two-point conversion attempt
failed. Later in the first quarter,
Christiano made an interception
that set up a five-play, 26-yard
scoring drive when Schetelich
sprinted 10 yards for the touch-
down early in the second quarter,
making the score, 13-0. Hillside’s
Branch answered with a five-yard
touchdown run, making the score
at the half, 13-6.

In the third quarter, Schetelich
capped a four-play, 57-yard
march with his 49-yard touch-
down run to up the score to 20-
6, then Norton, on a fake punt,
passed to Anderson, who fumbled
after a 10-yard gain. Leonard
recovered the fumble and
sprinted 56 yards for the touch-
down.

In the fourth quarter, it took
only one play when Schetelich
found the seams and dashed 90
yards for the touchdown then the
final touchdown took only two
plays when McGovern outran the
Comets and soared 84 yards for
the touchdown.

The Cougars host Delaware
Valley tomorrow, Friday, Octo-
ber 24, at 7 p.m.
Cranford   6   7 14 13 40
Hillside   0   6   0   0 6

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD ATHLETES OF THE WEEK...Sophomore Connor Fitch was the top finisher for Cranford
with a personal best at the Union County Conference Cross-Country championships last week. Senior Beth
Fulton continues to be a strong force on both offense and defense on the varsity volleyball team and will
help the Cougars as they head into the Union County Tournament this week.

Honesty is True Honor
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Blue Devil Footballers Score with :04 Remaining to Shock Immaculata Spartans, 28-26

More on next page
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Blue Devils Score with :04 Remaining to Shock Spartans, 28-26 – photos Charles Mulrooney
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SPF Raider Soccer Boys Roar in Second Half to Shut Out Columbia Cougars, 4-0

More on next page



BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-6  Thursday, October 23, 2014

goleader.com/ballyhoo

SPF Raider Soccer Boys Roar in Second Half to Shut Out Columbia Cougars, 4-0



BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-7  Thursday, October 23, 2014

goleader.com/ballyhoo

Lady Blue Devils Stop Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders in Volleyball, 25-14, 25-13
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Montclair Kimberley Aca. Tops Blue Devils in Field Hockey, 5-0 – photos by Alex Lowe
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By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD —As the fire de-
partment bids farewell to Fire
Captains Frank Genova and Dan
Thorn, who served over 25 years
on the department, it made six
appointments, effective Novem-
ber 1, to the department at
Tuesday’s official township com-
mittee meeting. Four officers
were promoted, with Daniel
Czehand and Dean Russamano
advancing to the rank of captain.

Leo Schaeffer and Steven
DiPaolowere advanced to the
rank of lieutenant. Joseph Kopf
and Aaron DeNigris were hired
as Probationary Firefighters.

The source of funding for the
replacement of pavers along the
downtown sidewalks that have
been uneven and pose a tripping
hazard was discussed at the con-
ference session.

In 2012, the township allocated
$30,000 of capital funds to re-
place pavers and in 2013, the
township allocated another
$30,000 to replace pavers, an
amount that was half of the fund-
ing the Downtown Management
Corporation (DMC) requested
each year, Mayor Andis Kalnins
said.

“Taxpayer funds should not be
subsidizing (Special Improve-
ment District) funds,” Commis-
sioner Tom Hannen, Jr. said.

The township also approved the
DMC request to install a black
metal fence on the North Union
Avenue side of Parking Lot 1 and
on Miln Street at the parking lot.
It will match the fence style in-
stalled near the North Avenue
train station that was set up to
deter pedestrians from crossing
the street in the middle of Wal-
nut Avenue. Mr. Hannen said at
the official meeting that he and
another commissioner opposed

the fences at the parking lots.
“In a time when brick pavers in

our downtown are in serious need
of repair, the allocation of SID
funds for a fence for decorative
purposes I don’t think is the ap-
propriate use of those funds,”
Mr. Hannen said. He asked resi-
dents to e-mail him, at T-
Hannen@cranfordnj.org, their
thoughts on this issue.

“What did sell me on the fence
was one of the things of mainte-
nance we need downtown is the
screening of bushes in the down-
town, with putting the fence in
place comes the landscaping…so
the fence would protect the land-
scaping we so badly need,” Mayor
Kalnins said. His second reason
for approving the fence was that
the members of the DMC, made
up of business owners and resi-
dents, unanimously agreed a

Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader
PROUD...Family and friends attend the Cranford Township Committee meet-
ing Tuesday as six appointments were made to the fire department. The
appointments are:  Captain Daniel Czeh, Captain Dean Russamano, Lieutenant
Leo Schaeffer, Lieutenant Steven DiPaolo, Probationary Firefighter Joseph
Kopf and Probationary Aaron DeNigris.

fence was desirable.
An exercise to further define

the role of the township adminis-
trator in an ordinance has been
underway during the workshop
sessions. In those sessions, Com-
missioner Mary O’Connor has put
forward a template document
taken from another municipality
as a starting point and has asked
for commissioners to give input
as to how to shape it to reflect
the role in Cranford. She has said
this would satisfy the requests
that resulted from a charter study
advisory group.

“I don’t feel the role of the
township administrator needs to
be refined at this time,” Mr.
Hannen said.

“I believe there are changes in
this proposed ordinance that
would be of concern to the resi-

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Garwood BOE, Teachers
Reach Bargaining Impasse

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The board of edu-
cation and teachers’ union have
reached an impasse in collective
bargaining negotiations and will
proceed to mediation to resolve
the dispute, board members were
told Tuesday.

This will be the third straight
cycle that the contract negotia-
tions have gone to mediation.
About two dozen members of the
Garwood Education Association
(GEA) – all clad in red shirts —
attended the meeting in a show
of unity, GEA Co-President Patti
Elias said.

Tuesday’s meeting had tense
moments, highlighted by Lisa
Marano – a PTA member and
mother of an eighth-grade Lin-
coln School student — who criti-
cized the GEA members for a
similar act of solidarity that she
claimed had occurred during
school hours.

Ms. Marano said the teachers’
union members wore black “ev-
ery Friday,” upsetting her daugh-
ter, who thought the display was
a memorial for someone who
had died.

After Ms. Elias spoke on behalf
of her membership to say many
of the teachers worked on school-
related projects outside of con-
tract hours, Ms. Marano again
rose to chastise them for not
participating in the Walk to School
Day, which she said the students
look forward to.

Ms. Elias said the lack of par-
ticipation was due to a New Jer-
sey Education Association rec-
ommendation over liability.

The teachers’ three-year con-
tract expired June 30. The board
of education and union had been

negotiating since January or Feb-
ruary, Board Attorney John
Geppert said. Mr. Geppert said
the impasse was over salaries
and other issues, which he did
not specify.

He said the GEA likely will file
notification of an impasse with
the New Jersey Public Employ-
ment Relations Commission,
which will assign a mediator. That
typically takes about two months,
Mr. Geppert said.

Since New Jersey law bars
teachers from going on strike,
the current contract remains in
force until a new one is reached.

The board also heard from about
a dozen parents of first-grade
students, who expressed con-
cern over class size. Jennifer
Blumenstock said the first grade
was split into two classes of 25
and 26 children, forcing the stu-
dents to share supplies and re-
ducing the individual attention
given to each.

She asked for a commitment
from the board to form a com-
mittee of board members and
parents to address the matter.

Board President Christine
Guerriero said the supply issue
would need to be addressed
quickly but that the longer-term
issue would first have to be ad-
dressed by the standing commit-
tees. Superintendent Teresa
Quigley said she was unaware of
any supply issues and when asked,
Ms. Blumenstock said she knew
that there was a book shortage.

Ms. Quigley said more books
had been ordered.

But Ms. Guerriero also said that
the board would have a response
by the November meeting.

Other parents also spoke, ex-
pressing concern that as more
young families moved into town
the classroom size issue would
worsen.

Cranford Fire Department Advances
Members; DMC Funding Debated

Probitas Verus Honos
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dents of Cranford,” he added. He
felt wording in the changes to the
ordinance was reflective of a dif-
ferent form of government than
the township committee form of
government in place in Cranford.

“I’d like to urge my colleagues
if they believe a change in the
form of government is appropri-
ate for the township committee,
they put it on the ballot at the
next possible election and dis-
cuss as they had pointed out last
year instead of moving the town-
ship of Cranford, in my opinion,
closer to a council manager form
of government,” Mr. Hannen said.

In rebuttal, Ms. O’Connor said
she is in favor of the current
township committee form of gov-
ernment.

Mr. Hannen, she said, last year
agreed with a recommendation
to review the code of township
administrator rather than do a
charter study.

Refining the role of township
administrator would clarify the
role, Ms. O’Connor said.

“This is putting it in a format
people can read and understand,”
she said.

“I find it unfortunate that Com-
missioner Hannen was silent on
his specific concerns at the work-
shop session,” Deputy Mayor Lisa
Adubato said.

Resident Rita La Brutto asked
the committee during public com-
ments their opinion on the form
of government. “It is no secret I
was in favor of allowing residents
to weigh in on the change of the
form of government. What we
are trying to do this year is work
as best we can within the form of
government we have,” Deputy
Mayor Adubato said.

“The inconsistency of changing
mayor every year, changing all
the commissioners is a tough
thing to work with,” Mayor Kalnins
said. “I think we are in a better
position now because we have a
township administrator who will
hopefully be here for several

years.”
“Am I looking to change it right

now? No,” Mayor Kalnins said.
Ms. La Brutto also discussed

the builder’s remedy lawsuits and
housing credits, and said she
doesn’t understand why the at-
torney handling the builder’s rem-
edy lawsuits remains as attorney
after the attorney did not men-
tion housing credits in the law-
suits. Mayor Kalnins said the
judge did not allow the credits
because they were not certified.
Since then, he said the attorney
has been negotiating some of
the credits.

“Hopefully, we have put tools in
place that will keep them from
happening again,” Mayor Kalnins
said, referring to new require-
ments for affordable housing.

A Department of Environmen-
tal Protection permit was issued
on October 8 for 215 and 235
Birchwood Avenue for
stormwater construction activi-
ties and is valid until November
2017, resident Liz Sweeney said.
The mayor said the committee
would look into it. The site is
where Cranford Development As-
sociates is seeking in a builder’s
remedy lawsuit to build a hous-
ing development.

A Candidates’ Forum for town-
ship committee, moderated by
the Jaycees and the League of
Women Voters, will be held to-
night at 8 p.m. at the municipal
building. Two committee seats
are up for re-election this year.

The Cranford Recreation and
Parks Department is having a
50th anniversary celebration
Saturday from 10:30 a.m. to 3
p.m., to be held inside and out-
side the Cranford Community
Center at 220 Walnut Avenue.
Festivities will include children’s
entertainment, rides, face paint-
ing, demonstrations of various
recreation department programs
and exhibits.

Resident Frank Krause urged
the committee to review the ac-

tions of the board of adjustment,
whose variance approvals in 2008
and 2010 of two banks being
built on North Avenue included
shortened setbacks that were
approved for five feet where 25
feet is required. He said this will
result in a safety hazard to pe-
destrians.

Mayor Kalnins said the issue
was referred to the zoning office,
which found the Department of
Transportation did give approv-
als for sight lines. He urged Mr.
Krause to bring the issue to the
planning board, which is review-
ing the land development ordi-
nance. Mr. Kalnins said he agreed
with Mr. Krause’s opinion of the
matter.

CR FD Advances Members; DMC Funding Debated

“We’re coming to you now be-
fore it’s too late,” said Ralph
Trentacosta.

In other matters, Principal Mary
Emmons reviewed the results of
the New Jersey Assessment of
Skills and Knowledge (NJASK)
test, a state achievement exam
given annually in March. About
250 students in grades 3 through
8 took the test at Lincoln School,
with 16 earning perfect scores.

Each was recognized at the
board meeting and presented
with a certificate of achievement.

The results largely showed
Garwood ahead of the state av-
erage at being proficient or ad-
vanced proficient in the tested
areas of language arts, math-
ematics and science and having
fewer students than the state
average that were “partially pro-
ficient.”

Mrs. Emmons informed the
members and public that the
school would prepare the stu-
dents this year to take the Part-
nership for Assessment of Readi-
ness for College and Careers
(PARCC) test. The new exam will
replace NJASK, testing the stu-

dent on the same material, but
instead of a “paper and pencil”
exam, PARCC will be taken on a
computer/tablet device, with
multiple different ways of an-
swering questions.

Instead of filling in a circle for a
multiple choice question, stu-
dents will answer multiple choice
questions with a mouse click or
drop down menus, use drag and
drop as well as “hotspots.”

“They have to learn how to take
the test,” Mrs. Emmons said. “And
we have to spend a lot of time on
how to take the test. So although
we concentrate on the knowl-
edge, we also have to concen-
trate on the skills.”

Parents have the right to opt
their child out of the exam, but
that could be a problem if the
student wishes to apply to a pri-
vate or vo-tech school, which
may require a state test score for
evaluation, Ms. Quigley said.

In other matters, Business Ad-
ministrator Eric Larson said the
district ultimately saved about
$50,000 on the repairs to Wash-
ington School, with the final cost
coming in at $320,535.

GW BOE, Teachers Reach Impasse

CF Dems Want F/T Eng.,
Stop Overdevelopment

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Democratic can-
didates for township committee
Brian McCarthy and Robert
Salvatore face off against Re-
publican incumbents, Mayor
Andis Kalnins and Deputy Mayor
Lisa Adubato, in the election for
township committee on Tuesday,
November 4.

The main priorities the Demo-
cratic candidates would pursue if
elected are opening the lines of
communication between the
township committee and the resi-
dents and business owners of

Cranford, stopping overdevelop-
ment, lobbying to hire a full-time
township engineer, and being
proactive in the fight against
building an athletic field on Union
County College’s (UCC) Cranford
campus.

Mr. McCarthy has lived in
Cranford for 13 years with his
wife, Liz, and two boys, who are
in Hillside Avenue School. He is
an Information Technology (IT)
specialist responsible for prob-
lem-solving large corporate IT
infrastructure issues for the com-
pany EMC. He is a member of the
Board for Calvary Lutheran Day
Care in Cranford and coaches
both of his sons on the Cranford
Baseball Softball League.

Mr. Salvatore grew up in New-
ark and moved to Cranford in
2008. He has three children, a
son and a daughter in Hillside
Avenue School, and a daughter
who is in medical school. He and
his wife, Denise, attend St.
Michael’s Church. He is a mem-
ber of the Union County Planning
Board. He is a coach and volun-
teer for the Cranford Baseball
Softball League and a past Grand
Knight of Union Council Knights
of Columbus. He also volunteers
his time helping the
handicapped.He works for a ma-
jor retail chain.

Opening lines of communica-
tion was something both candi-
dates felt needed to be changed
in the township committee. “I
am interested in communication.
People see a disconnect with
themselves and the town. They
feel misinformed,” Mr. Salvatore
said.

Another topic of interest is hir-
ing back a full-time engineer.
Earlier this year, the township
committee replaced its full-time
township engineer Richard
Marsden, Jr. with a part-time

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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consultant, Carl O’Brien of Maser
Consulting.

“With a town our size and as
many projects as we have going
on, a part-time engineer is not
the way we should be going right
now. We are a town that has a
high risk of flooding and we are
really concerned that if we don’t
have somebody in there who is
not only accessible 12 hours a
week and we don’t have some-
body there who knows the riv-
ers, than we are going to be
putting ourselves at risk,” Mr.
McCarthy said.

Both candidates said they sup-
port funding the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers study to mitigate
flooding of the Rahway River,
and would push local, state and
federal government to support
the work proposed for the Or-
ange Reservoir.

“We believe that would help Cran-
ford so much if we were able to
control what is coming down the
river to us,” Mr. McCarthy said.

Within the township of Cranford,
they would push to have the
portion of the Rahway River in
the township de-silted annually.

“There is money sitting there
for it and not being used,” Mr.
Salvatore said.

Another big issue they said they
would be proactive is staying
abreast of UCC’s plan to build an
athletic field. UCC proposed ear-
lier this year to build a field on its
Cranford campus that would clear
cut over four acres of trees. Resi-
dents on Colby Lane, who live
adjacent to the area planned for
the field, were concerned it would
flood out their neighborhood.

“The overflow of that water
would destroy Colby Lane. We
have a flooding problem now, so
we don’t need any added water
…to attribute to that,” Mr.
Salvatore said.

This summer, Union County of-
fered a portion of Oak Ridge Park
in Clark for UCC to construct its
field. Since then UCC has not

been in contact with the county
freeholders. Residents of Colby
Lane have said they heard a ru-
mor of UCC revising its location
of the field on the Cranford cam-
pus that would place it closer to
Fairview Cemetery adjacent to
the college.

“They kept it close to the vest.
That is why we have to keep that
on our radar,” Mr. Salvatore said.

Mr. McCarthy and Mr. Salvatore
said they have been attending
the UCC board meetings. “Our
opponents started showing up
after they knew we were going
there to defend our town. That is
reactive, we are proactive on
this,” Mr. Salvatore said.

Studying the various impacts
of the recent apartment com-
plexes that have been built in
town would be on Mr. McCarthy’s
and Mr. Salvatore’s agenda
should they be elected.

“I am against the overcrowding
in town, the overdevelopment.
As parents we think that is going
to be a huge problem on our
schools. … I don’t think they took
into consideration the extra teach-
ers that it is going to need, the
extra police and fire, the extra
coverage for all of those new
apartments,” Mr. Salvatore said.

“Overcrowding our streets is
busy as they have ever been. We
are just trying to make Cranford
the place that people want to
grow old in,” Mr. McCarthy added.

“Then you add in the buildings
like 555 South Avenue and also
Riverfront —those are the things
that as we walk around town
people are saying we are losing
our town charm. We are building
these large tenements and people
living in these small areas —
what kind of impact is that hav-
ing on our infrastructure?” Mr.
McCarthy said.

They also support keeping Phil
Morin as counsel on the lawsuit
of the Birchwood Avenue devel-
opment. The township is cur-
rently appealing a state Superior

Court’s 2011 decision that ap-
proved Cranford Development
Associates’ (CDA) builder’s rem-
edy lawsuit to build a 419-unit
housing complex at 215/235
Birchwood Avenue, with 63 of
those units being used for af-
fordable housing in what the
township says is a wetland.

Last year, residents asked if
there was a conflict of interest
with Mr. Morin acting as legal
counsel because a partner in the
law firm, Florio Perucci,
Steinhardt, Fader, of which he is
employed by is also a developer
of 555 South Avenue, another
development built from a
builder’s remedy lawsuit.

“The person we have is very
knowledgeable in fighting that,”
Mr. McCarthy said of Mr. Morin.

The downtown area has a num-
ber of buildings that have re-
mained boarded up or vacant for
a long period of time. Both can-
didates said an open line of com-
munication is key to understand-
ing how to resolve the problem
and they would actively seek out
a plan of action.

“I would like to see them
brought back to a nice façade.
Looking nice and making the town
presentable,” Mr. McCarthy said.

“I would love to sit down with
the merchants downtown and dis-
cuss their problems… We have
talked to a couple already and
one said there is a lack of com-
munication… We want to make
sure they know that we care and
will work with them and do what-
ever we can,” Mr. Salvatore said.

As far as rolling the sewer fee
back into the tax base, both can-
didates said they would ask the
residents how they felt about the
issue to determine if it should be
a referendum to come up on the
ballot.

Please see the video interview
at goleader.com./services/video/

CF Dems Want F/T Eng., Stop Overdevelopment

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
CRANFORD CAMPAIGN...Robert Salvatore, left, and Brian McCarthy, right,
pose with Leader journalist Christina Hinke as they discuss their Democratic
candidacy for Cranford Township Committee. The interview can be seen at
www.goleader.com/services/video.

Piarulli, Lombardo Face Off
In Candidates’ Forum

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD – Borough Demo-
cratic mayoral candidate Charles
Lombardo touted his decades of
experience in government while
Republican Sal Piarulli repeat-
edly emphasized his campaign
theme of reducing the tax load
on residents as the two squared
off in a Garwood mayoral candi-
dates’ forum Thursday night.
The two took turns answering
questions at The Pointe condo-
minium clubhouse submitted via
e-mail to the complex’s board,
as well as several from the floor
of the standing-room-only crowd.
Mr. Piarulli, who defeated incum-
bent Pat Quattrocchi in the June
Republican Primary, was the re-
cipient of the most contentious
questions of the evening, includ-
ing a terse exchange between
him and Borough Councilman,
and fellow Republican, Mike Mar-
tin.
Mr. Martin, a member of the

council’s finance committee, in-
dicated his displeasure with Mr.
Piarulli’s assertion that the bor-
ough council could do more to
reduce taxes.
“I’m fired then?” Mr. Martin asked.
“No, you’re not fired,” Mr. Piarulli
replied with a chuckle. “Are you
saying I won already?”
Mr. Piarulli illustrated his point
by claiming that 198 municipali-
ties in New Jersey in the last two
years had either reduced or kept
taxes unchanged. The banter
turned tense when Mr. Martin
emphasized that Mr. Piarulli was
referring to municipal taxes and
did not include county or school
taxes.
When Mr. Piarulli attempted to
respond while Mr. Martin was in
mid-sentence, Mr. Martin shot
back with: “Now I’m talking. I’m
already elected. Okay? So you
let me talk now.”

Mr. Piarulli also had moments
with Mr. Lombardo, particularly

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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as Mr. Piarulli declared that the
borough had two parties, one
that wanted to raise taxes and
the residents who pay the taxes.

“It’s enough,” he said. “We don’t
want to pay more taxes.”

“Then you should go back where
you came from,” Mr. Lombardo
said.

“No. We should look at what
other towns are doing,” Mr.
Piarulli replied.

Mr. Lombardo, the safety coor-
dinator for the Union County De-
partment of Public Works, ac-
centuated his government expe-
rience as one of his strengths.
Besides 21 years on the Garwood
Borough Council, he served as
the former chairman of the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Author-
ity. He implied that Mr. Piarulli, a

self-employed marketing con-
sultant, did not have the back-
ground for mayor.

“A good friend of mine told me,
jokingly, one time, being on coun-
cil is only two meetings a month, to
which I responded, ‘But not if you
want to do the job right and fair,’”
he said. “The position of mayor is
even more demanding and not the
place for on-the-job training.”

Another forum for borough
council candidates was to be held
in the same location tonight, Oc-
tober 23, at 7:30 p.m. in The
Pointe clubhouse, with Demo-
cratic incumbents Sara Todisco
and Lou Petruzzelli facing off
against Republican challengers
Carol Kearney and Tina Simitz.
The election is set for Tuesday,
November 4.

By MEGAN K. SCOTT
Specially Written for the Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD – Garwood Repub-
lican candidates for mayor and
council once again stressed their
campaign theme of easing the
tax burden on Friday in a video
interview with The Westfield
Leader.

But Sal Piarulli and Tina Simitz
struggled to give specifics on how
to generate revenue in the short-
term or reduce spending, saying
that they would study the budget
closely to find places to cut.

The interview came one day
after Mr. Piarulli sparred with
Democratic mayoral candidate
Charles Lombardo at The Pointe
candidates forum. Ms. Simitz was
scheduled to participate in a can-
didates’ forum with fellow Re-
publican Carol Kearney and
Democratic incumbents Sara
Todisco and Louis Petruzzelli to-
night. The election is Tuesday,
November 4.

“Every year our spending has
gone up,” Mr. Piarulli said, re-
sponding to questions from
Leader reporter Brian Trusdell.
“We’ve brought in a lot more
revenue, but for some reason we
keep spending more money.”

Mr. Piarulli, a self-employed
marketing consultant, made clear
that he was not talking about a
reduction in services, such as the
Department of Public Works or
the Garwood Police Department.
Rather, he wants to focus on
what he calls out-of-control
spending by ensuring that the
budget is not more than the pre-
vious year’s.

While the mayor does not vote
unless there is a tie, Ms. Simitz
vowed to be more aggressive in
the budget negotiations. She
wants to continue to investigate
shared services, something the
borough has explored. She said
she also wants to partner more

closely with the Garwood Board
of Education. Of the estimated
$237 tax increase approved this
year for a home assessed at
$100,000 in Garwood, $133, or
56 percent, of it was for the
schools.

“Honestly, I’m going to ask
questions,” she said. “I’m a
person who knows what I don’t
know, and I think it is time to
look under the hood and see
where we can gain some addi-
tional revenue and where we
might be able to make cuts.”

Mr. Piarulli chimed in that the
current council has not been re-
ceptive to questions when it
comes to the budget. “If some-
body asks a question, they get
attacked, and that has got to
stop,” he said. “There’s not going
to be any bickering in my admin-
istration.”

While that would be a change
from the current atmosphere,
Mr. Piarulli first would have to
mend the division within his own
party. Ms. Kearney is campaign-
ing alone and did not participate
in the interview with The Leader.

Republican Councilman Mike
Martin has distanced himself from
Mr. Piarulli and Ms. Simitz. The
tension spilled over into The
Pointe candidates’ forum, where
Mr. Martin angrily questioned Mr.
Piarulli on his budget proposals.
Mr. Martin is on the finance com-
mittee. And Mr. Martin and Re-
publican Councilman Jim Mathieu
frequently trade barbs on the
dais at council meetings.

Mr. Piarulli said the “split” has
not hurt his campaign. “People in
town are pretty smart,” he said.
“They realize that all politics are
local. It doesn’t matter what the
letter is next to your name. It
matters what your plan is, what
your vision is.”

Ms. Simitz, a business execu-
tive, said the council blames resi-

dents for not knowing what is
going on in the borough, refer-
encing the proposed townhouse
development on Fourth Avenue
that was granted a zoning vari-
ance by the planning board in
May. She said many residents
were unaware of the project.

Both Mr. Piarulli and Ms. Simitz
agreed that the council meetings
are intimidating.

In response to a question from
Mr. Trusdell about the “fracture”
between those who are in favor
of a high-density housing, tran-
sit village model and those who
want to keep the small-town feel,
Mr. Piarulli said that most resi-
dents do not want overdevelop-
ment, which would put a strain
on the borough’s resources, in-
cluding the school, police de-
partment and public works.

“If we are going to put these
large structures with more hous-
ing, we have to be willing to put
the resources behind it,” he said,
adding that residents at The
Pointe should be receiving mu-
nicipal services, such as snow
removal and trash pickup. Pointe
residents pay up to $15,000 a
year in property taxes.

Leader/Times reporter Brian
Trusdell contributed to this re-
port. The entire video interview
can be found at
www.goleader.com/services/
video/.

Republicans Piarulli And Simitz Stress
Taxes, Spending in Garwood

UCC Offers Health Care
Related Training Programs
CRANFORD – Union County Col-

lege is a member of the Northern
New Jersey Health Professions
Consortium which works to
strengthen and expand health
care industry occupational train-
ing, leading to certifications and
employment. The programming
offered through the consortium
is possible through the Health
Professions Opportunity Grant.

The Health Professions Oppor-
tunity Grant is a project funded
by the Administration for Chil-
dren and Families and the US
Department of Health and Hu-
man Services (HHS), Grant Num-
ber 90FX0001. This grant pro-
vides training opportunities to
help people improve their skills
and find better jobs. Eligible ap-
plicants are chosen through a
random lottery. Two-thirds of
eligible applicants will be se-
lected and will receive funding
and support through the grant.
If chosen, students could have

the following education-related
expenses paid for, such as: tu-
ition, required textbooks, re-
quired medical supplies, re-
quired uniform, certification/li-
censure exams, and job search
assistance.

The program offered through
the grant can cover the following
health-related non-credit pro-
grams: Electrocardiogram (EKG)
Technician, Pharmacy Techni-
cian, and Phlebotomy Technician.
The credit-based program that is
covered by the grant is the Emer-
gency Medical Technician.

Applications are now being ac-
cepted for Spring 2015 admis-
sion to Union County College. If
you are interested in learning
more about the Health Profes-
sions Opportunity Grant and how
it can help you, please call (908)
412-3562 or email
hpog@ucc.edu. Additional infor-
mation can also be found at
www.ucchpog.com.
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Piarulli For Garwood Mayor;
Honesty, Integrity And Leadership

Last Thursday, the residents of
The Pointe in Garwood were so
gracious to host my first ever
official debate with my mayoral
opponent Charles Lombardo. At
different points, the debate was
amicable, spirited and yes, even
contentious. What I had not
counted on was that I would learn
so much.

First I learned that in Garwood,
our establishment politicians find
it fashionable and somewhat so-
phisticated to have given up on
ever cutting taxes, debt or spend-
ing. My opponent refused to ad-
dress why he voted to raise taxes
17 times and congratulated his
running mates Lou Petruzzelli and
Sara Todisco for continuing his
tradition of tax increases.

During the debate my opponent
said we have a “tight but good
budget” and he “will not play that
shell game of taking items out of
the budget and having people
pay for those items that are taken
out.” Interesting because that is
exactly what Mr. Lombardo’s es-
tablishment party did with bulk
garbage and leaf pickup.

Secondly, I learned that my op-
ponent is unsure of how a surplus
in the municipal budget works by
stating, “I am not privy to that
information.” I applaud my oppo-
nent for serving on council and one
might expect he would understand
how a surplus works, after all he
did vote to raise taxes 17 times.

Maybe this explains why, in
2005, Garwood had a surplus of
$1.5 million and my opponent
still voted for a 5.3 percent tax
increase.

We need a mayor who under-
stands that when we have a sur-
plus of that magnitude, some of
that money should be returned to
the taxpayers and some should
be put in an emergency fund that

cannot be touched to give out pay
raises or pay for pet projects.

Finally, I learned that my oppo-
nent had given up on cutting taxes
and spending, finding it accept-
able and even admirable to raise
taxes. During the debate, I was
grilled by members of my
opponent’s campaign for exactly
how I would reduce Garwood’s
tax burden. I appreciate that they
are now coming to me for solu-
tions since his record of 17 tax
increases speaks for itself.

Democrat candidates, here are
some specifics: In the last two
years, almost 200 municipal bud-
gets were passed in NJ that either
had no increase or actually de-
creased the municipal tax rate
and Garwood should have also
been on that list. With proper
planning we can avoid over spend-
ing. Councilpersons Petruzzelli
and Todisco are on record saying
that the Athletic Field Complex
(AFC) will only cost $2,000 to
$3,000 a year to maintain. This
projection is absurd and we need
to make sure the town does not
pick up the tab for poor planning
by these councilpersons. I’ve spo-
ken to DPW workers who are
convinced they are going to get
stuck maintaining the AFC.

The best way to cut debt is to
not get into debt in the first place.
Because of poor planning of the
AFC, our borough increased debt
by 66 percent. The reality is that
there is no magic bullet to auto-
matically cut debt and spending,
but we need to start somewhere
and we need to be willing to try.

I learned other things as well.
My opponent said Garwood needs
to “bring more people in and that’s
what re-development will do.”
That is over development.
Garwood cannot afford over de-
velopment like we are seeing at

the St. Ann’s property or the Hidi
property.

My opponent also justified tax
increases by saying both Repub-
licans and Democrats have raised
taxes. This just confirmed that
there are two parties in Garwood:
those that impose their will on the
residents and those that are hav-
ing their will imposed upon. I
represent the latter. Regardless
of the letter next to the candidate’s
name, we need to elect leaders
who will represent the taxpayers.

We are on the verge of shaping
the future of Garwood. We cannot
afford to repeat the mistakes of
the Athletic Field, the St. Ann’s
project, the Hidi property and the
bloated tax increases that have
plagued us for years.

As a businessman, I know that
honesty, integrity and leadership
skills build a strong relationship.
It is a shame that the campaign
for my opponent has resorted to
distortions of truth, personal at-
tacks and attacks on my family as
a means to distract from the ac-
tual issues that concern our resi-
dents. These types of tactics will
not occur in my campaign and in
my administration.

The one campaign promise I
will make is that people will be
held accountable. On November
4th please vote for me and for
Tina Simitz for a new direction of
accountability, optimism and
transparency.

Salvatore Piarulli (R)
Candidate for Garwood Mayor

Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
STAREDOWN...Garwood mayoral candidates size each other up during last
week’s debate at The Pointe. Pictured, left to right, are: Charles Lombardo (D)
and Salvatore Piarulli (R).

Dave DeLuca to Present
‘Songbook’ at Library

GARWOOD — Singer Dave
DeLuca will return to the Garwood
Public Library on Thursday, No-
vember 6, at 7 p.m., with a pre-
sentation of his “Star Spangled
Songbook.”

The songbook is a musical cel-
ebration of the great American
composers and lyricists whose
body of work boosted the morale
of the people living through the
deprivation of the Great Depres-
sion, who went on to fight in
World War II, and those who
stayed behind to keep the war
effort going on the home front.

Mr. DeLuca is a lifelong New
Jerseyan who has been a profes-
sional musician since 1977. In
1989 he placed first in the annual
ASCAP New Songwriters Compe-
tition. After several stints playing
guitar and bass and singing in
several rock and punk groups

throughout New Jersey and New
York, he became a jazz/pop singer
in his own right. In addition to this
patriotic songbook, Mr. DeLuca
has several tribute shows that he
performs throughout the area.

This program will be free, but
registration is required and may
be done in person at the library,
by calling (908) 789-1670 or at
the library’s interactive calen-
dar found on its website,
youseemore.com/garwood.

The Garwood Public Library is
located at the corner of Walnut
Street and Third Avenue, behind
the Lincoln School complex. Li-
brary hours are 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.,
Monday through Thursday; 9
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on Fridays,
and 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Satur-
days. The library will be closed
on Tuesday, November 11, in
recognition of Veterans Day.

Local Letters to the Editor
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Vote For Garwood Team Dem That
Has Not Made Empty Promises

Every year, at every level of
government, voters hear politi-
cians say they will lower taxes
and once elected, it rarely hap-
pens. This year, our Republican
opponents claim they will lower
taxes in Garwood, but have not
given one example of how this
will be done.

It seems pretty clear that it is
just another empty promise to
try to win votes. Garwood voters
should not fall for this typical
political line. Instead, they can
vote for the team that has not
made such empty campaign
promises, but instead has proven
solutions to maintain, even en-
hance, services at the lowest
possible price. As finance chair
for the past three years, my com-
mittee and I have produced three
of the five lowest municipal tax
increases in the past 12 years,
with this year the lowest, at $39.

Our opposition claims it could
have been lower, but the truth is,
we went as low as we could go
responsibly. Our professional
auditors told us and the public at
the budget meeting that we would
be irresponsible to use more sur-
plus than we already used.

The low increase this year was
not only due to aid from the
federal government, but also due
to the work of the Finance Com-

mittee in cutting $80,000 from
the original budget. At first, we
were looking at a municipal bud-
get increase of $156. We brought
it down to $39. Even our
opposition’s GOP chairman, Jim
Mathieu, admitted publicly that
the time to keep a surplus is
when you are about to have a
bond sale, because we will be
looked at more favorably by those
buying our bonds.

We will be having a bond sale in
the near future, yet the GOP
chairman wanted us to use more
surplus, against the recommen-
dation of the auditor. He did not
offer any budget cuts. In fact,
the GOP chairman repeatedly
pushed for hiring a 16th officer,
even before the police chief rec-
ommended hiring one. It was
included in this year’s budget
along with funding to support
redevelopment and increasing
the LOSAP award to our volun-
teer firemen and EMS, which he
supported, yet the GOP chair-
man did not support the budget.

Instead, he voted “no” as he
usually does. It’s easy to vote
“no” when you know everyone
else will do the right thing. No
one wants a tax increase, but it is
a delicate balancing act between
services and taxes.

We are happy to have started
Garwood on track with some of
the lowest increases, but we are
not content. We still will work
hard to keep a tight budget and
save money where we can with-
out jeopardizing needed services
or the identity of our town. If
every councilperson voted “no”
like the GOP chairman, we would
not pass a budget and the state
would come in, dictate to us our
tax increase, and then leave us
to come up with the money and
we would have failed our respon-

CRANFORD
Friday, October 3, Thomas

Dinicola, 43, of South Amboy
was arrested on charges of
possession of suspected mari-
juana and possession of para-
phernalia following a motor
vehicle stop.

Sunday, October 12,
Alexander Huancayotasso, 36,
of Clark was arrested and
charged with driving while in-
toxicated (DWI). He was pro-
cessed and released.

Sunday, October 12, Terrence
Devlin, 49, of Cranford was ar-
rested and charged with DWI.
He also was cited for refusal to
submit breath samples. Devlin
was processed and released.

Local Letters to the Editor
sibility as your representatives.

Without a plan, one wonders how
the opposition could possibly keep
this promise. Take garbage, sewer,
and/or recycling out of the tax bill
like many other towns have done
and make you pay separately? Cut
senior services? Cut recreation?
Privatize garbage and lay off our
DPW workers? Outsource our ser-
vices so we can be treated like
second class citizens? I believe the
people of Garwood are smarter
than this and should not fall for this
empty, typical politician sales pitch
by our opponent.

Sara Todisco (D)
Candidate for Re-Election to

Garwood Council

Calvary Tabernacle
To Hold Fall Festival
CRANFORD — Calvary Tab-

ernacle will present its Fall Fes-
tival on Friday, October 31,
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m., which
will be open to the public. This
family event will feature
games, prizes, candy and in-
flatable rides. Calvary Taber-
nacle is located at 69 Myrtle
Street in Cranford.

Ceding To Councilman Mathieu’s
Wishes, I Named Mike Martin

A letter written to the local
press by Sal Piarulli, Republican
candidate for mayor in Garwood,
was critical of me because I am
a renter. Further, he was critical
of my balancing out the finance
committee with a renter even
after the now GOP Party Chair-
man Jim Mathieu had repeat-
edly urged that this committee
needed to remain bipartisan.

Ceding to Councilman
Mathieu’s wishes, I named  Mike
Martin, a duly elected council
member. He was the only one
who could have been put on the
committee. He was the lone Re-
publican remaining on the coun-
cil who was eligible for the task.
(It should be noted that the
members of the finance com-
mittee have extensive contact
with the borough administrator
and Mr. Mathieu was the subject
of a lawsuit against him by the
borough administrator at that
time.

Therefore it was ill advised for
him to be on or chair any com-
mittee where extensive interac-
tion with her was required.).

Mr. Piarulli stated in a letter
which appeared in the Cranford
Chronicle on May 27, 2014 that
as renters/non property own-
ers: “The current mayor, a renter
who does not directly pay our
borough’s property taxes, ap-
pointed two fellow renters to
this committee this year who
also do not pay property taxes.
That is unacceptable and the
people of Garwood deserves bet-
ter.”

That we as renters “do not feel
the results of their own deci-
sions,” which implies that rent-
ers should not be on certain
committees because unlike he
and his wife and other residents
we do not have, as he himself

espoused, “young children “or
“skin in the game” and a vested
interest in keeping Garwood af-
fordable for years to come.

I cannot believe that I would
have to point out that I have
raised seven children including
an autistic child just as he has,
so I am well aware of the cost of
raising children and also con-
sider my family to have plenty of
“skin in the game” when our rent
is raised $75 a month and not
$39 a year.

It should be pointed out that at
the mayoral forum the other
evening Mr. Piarelli, jettisoning
into damage control, proudly
pointed out that his brother is a
renter as is his mother and yes
they are a part of the commu-
nity, but unlike the other candi-
date, he did not answer the ques-
tion fully.

Mr. Lombardo stated that rent-
ers have a vested interest in the
community and landlords do
pass on tax increases to tenants
who would be viable members
to serve on boards and commit-
tees. Also he went on to say that
we have many renters in
Garwood and all of the different
groups of residents are what
make Garwood, well Garwood.

Piarulli is flip-flopping all over
the grid and is insulting to rent-
ers and taking his original writ-
ings into consideration is giving
a put down to those residents
who’s children are grown, or who
do not have children whether by
choice or by chance because
they also should not be holding
office or, according to him, vot-
ing on fiscal matters. One has to
wonder if that includes his fam-
ily or just the rest of us and what
the Sunday family dinner would
be like if he told his mother or
brother that they do not have
“skin in the game.”

Pat Quattrocchi
Mayor of Garwood
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