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l'ennemi du journaliste

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It may not be said that the
game played between the
Cranford High School field hockey
team and A.L. Johnson on Octo-
ber 3 in Clark was a thing of
beauty. But when all was said
and done, the two schools with
rebuilding programs walked away
with a hard fought 0-0, overtime

(OT) tie that left neither team
any the worse for wear.

If any team had cause to walk
away feeling shortchanged, it
could have been Cranford (3-6-
2) as the Cougars had three solid
shot attempts in the final five
minutes of the OT period but
could not get one past Johnson
goalkeeper Emma Francisco.

“We definitely picked it up after

a slow start,” said Cougar Head
Coach Danielle DiPaolo. “I think
they [Johnson] controlled the
game early, but we came on and
started pressing their defense in
the second half. We did some
good things out there, just not
enough of them to get the win.”

Crusader Head Coach Katrina
Poskay saw things a little differ-
ently.

“I felt like we dominated the
game,” said Poskay. “We pos-
sessed the ball throughout much
of regulation. They [Cranford]
did get the better of it in the

overtime. I think we were get-
ting a little tired. They had sev-
eral chances to score, but fortu-
nately we got some solid play

from our goaltender and we were
able to salvage the tie.”

After a first half in which sus-
tained offense was almost non-
existent, the two teams contin-
ued the trend in the second half.
Cranford had one good opportu-
nity for a score with just over 12
minutes remaining when
Samantha Colucci got ahead of
the defense and raced into the
offensive third of the field with
the ball. But at the last moment,
Johnson defender Samantha
Cimbolic knocked the ball away
before Colucci could get a shot
off at pointblank range.

Prepared By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Just five days after bouncing
Roselle from the ranks of the
undefeated with a 35-27 come-
from-behind victory, the Cranford
High School football team took
another giant step forward with a
33-14 stunning of the previously
undefeated Summit Hilltoppers
at Memorial Field in Cranford on
October 2.

The 3-1 Hilltoppers had previ-
ously won 27 straight games and
came into the showdown with
wins over North Plainfield (26-
0), Governor Livingston (31-7)
and Warren Hills (22-3). Addi-
tionally, the Hilltoppers were the
defending champions of the
Raritan Division of the Mid-State
38 Conference and have won the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3
titles in 2012 and 2013. The Cou-
gars won the section in 2011.
The 4-0 Cougars dismantled
Warren Hills, 45-6, and
Somerville, 48-12, before butt-

ing it out with the Roselle Rams..
Against the Hilltoppers, junior

quarterback Jack Schetelich com-
pleted 14 of 18 passes for 233
yards, including three touchdown
receptions, and carried 17 times
for 9 yards, including a one-yard
touchdown plunge. His favorite
target, once again, was senior
Luke Christiano, who finished with
six receptions for 192 yards, in-
cluding touchdown receptions of
63 yards and 58 yards, and added
92 yards on the ground on 12
carries.

Senior running back Donavin
Walker had seven receptions for
32 yards, including a six-yard
touchdown grab, and carried nine
times for 64 yards. Junior Joe
Norton had one reception for nine
yards and rushed twice for 41
yards, including an elusive 36-
yard scamper. Norton also kicked
field goals of 27 yards and 33
yards, and hit three points after
touchdown.

The Cougars had three turn-

overs via fumbles, but their de-
fense snagged four interceptions.
Senior linebacker Eric Donahue
had a pair of interceptions, while
junior linebacker Niko Cappello
and Walker each had one inter-
ception. Cappello also had two
tackles, nine assisted tackles and
a quarterback sack, while Walker
had five tackles (1 throw for a
loss).

Junior offensive lineman Will
Fries made one tackles and as-
sisted on five, linebacker Colin
Scanlon had a solo tackle and
assisted on two. Senior lineman
Nick Ballas had two tackles and
eight assists. Junior linebacker
Ethan Tom had two throws for a
loss and senior defensive back
Kevin Trotter made four tackles
and two assists, while Christiano
a throw for a loss and two assists,
and senior lineman Jake
Matthews made two tackles, two

assists and two throws for a loss.
Summit quarterback Jake

Froschaur completed five of 12
pass attempts for 66 yards yards,
including two of the four inter-
ceptions, and added four carries
for 14 yards. Running back Chris
Zanelli carried 19 times for 72
yards, including a three-yard
touchdown bash, and Pete
McKinley had two rushes for no
yardage. Receiver Andrew
Helmer had three receptions for
33 yards, including a 15-yard
touchdown grab.

The majority of the scoring for
both teams came in the first half
beginning with Schetelich hook-
ing up with Christiano for the 63-
yard touchdown reception.
Norton split the uprights, mak-
ing the score, 7-0, but Summit
answered with a 15-yard touch-
down strike from Froschaur to
Helmer, and the point after at-
tempt was good.

Norton came back with his 27-
yard field goal near the end of

the first quarter then added his
33-yard field goal in the second
quarter to make the score 13-7,
but Zanelli answered with his
three-yard touchdown bash and
the successful point after gave
the Hilltoppers a 14-13 lead. Just
before the end of the second
quarter, Cappello intercepted
then Schetelich went on to hit
Walker with a six-yard touch-
down strike. The point after failed
and the Cougars entered the
locker room with a 19-14 lead.

Throughout the second half,
the Cougars’ defense prevented
the Hilltoppers from dancing in
the end zone again. In the mean-
time, Schetelich found Christiano
again, this time for a 58-yard
touchdown early in the third quar-
ter then after Donahue made his
first interception, Schetelich
added his one-yard touchdown
plunge in the quarter to finalize
the scoring.
Summit   7   7   0   0 14
Cranford 10   9 14   0 33

SCHETELICH CONNECTS CHRISTIANO FOR TWO TDS, NORTON 2 FG’S, DONAHUE 2 INTS

Cranford Cougars Paralyze Hilltopper Footballers, 33-14
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Later, with a little over two
minutes to play, Cranford had
another scoring opportunity when
senior Kristin Leu moved the ball
down the left sideline, showing
great stick control as she passed
Johnson defenders. However, as
she moved into scoring position,
Leu lost control of the ball in front
of the net. It was like that for
both teams throughout the game.

“We need to capitalize on our
opportunities when they present
themselves,” said Coach DiPaolo.
“I don’t think we are firing shots
soon enough. We need to put
more shots on goal than we are
doing right now. I think we are
hesitating when we are in scor-
ing position, waiting for the per-
fect shot opportunity rather than
attacking the net. You’ve got to

shoot to score.”
For their part, Johnson could

do no better. The 4-5-1 Crusad-
ers’ best chance to score came in
the final 10 seconds of the OT
period when Cougar goalkeeper
Polyviou swatted away a shot
attempt by Danielle Nugent on
the left corner of the net.

“This has been the story of our
season,” said Coach Poskay.
“We’ve had trouble scoring all
year. This was expected in some
ways. We have a very young
team this year. We have six fresh-
men and three sophomores play-
ing significant roles for us. That
is not usually the way things go
here. We lost a huge senior class
from last year’s team, so we just
have to go through these grow-
ing pains for now.”

Polyviou finished with five
saves. Overall, the Cougars man-
aged 11 shots on goal and had
six penalty corners.

“We have a pretty strong de-
fense,” said DiPaolo. “Jeannie
Padden is a girl who is playing
very well for us right now. She is
just an all-around, smart, tal-
ented player. Marth Hurley is a
freshman who just came up from
the jayvee this week and she has

been doing a good job for us. I
was confident enough in her to
put her in the game during the
overtime. Of course, our
goaltender Katrina Polyviou is
playing well for us too. This is her
first year with the varsity team. I
think we are okay on the defen-
sive side. We need to tighten
things up on the offensive part of
our game.”

In the overtime period, Leu

managed a decent shot attempt
from the left side that Johnson
goaltender Francisco managed
to swat away with 5:30 remain-
ing. Junior Ava Laverty had a pair
of opportunities to score on shot
attempts with 4:54 and 4:30 re-
maining, respectively. Francisco
who clearly was her team’s MVP
on this day saved both shots.
Cranford 0 0 0 0 0
Johnson 0 0 0 0 0

Cougars & Crusaders Battle to Scoreless OT Tie in Field Hockey – photos by Alex Lowe

Story on page 15

of The Westfield Leader
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Tigers’ 2-Pt OT Conversion Nips Blue Devil Gridders, 15-14 – photos by Charles Mulrooney

Story on page 11

of The Westfield Leader
More football photos

on next page
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Tigers’ 2-Pt OT Conversion Nips Blue Devil Gridders, 15-14 – photos by Charles Mulrooney
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ALJ Crusaders Edge Blue Devils in UCT Field Hockey, 1-0 – photos by David B. Corbin

Story on page 11

of The Westfield Leader
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By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Road paving be-
gins this month in Cranford,
Township Engineer Carl O’Brien
said at the township committee
workshop meeting Monday night.
A map of the list of some 20
roads to be paved in October is
posted in the municipal building.

Some of the roads included for
October will be pushed back.
Herning Avenue will begin after
Halloween, as to not interrupt
the grand trick-or-treating that
occurs on the block.
Elizabethtown Gas is expected to
dig up the road on West Holly
Street this fall and winter, so the
paving by the township will occur
in the spring. Mayor Andis Kalnins
said the poor condition of West
Holly would deem some tempo-
rary patching in the interim. The
paving of Keith Jeffries Avenue
may be pushed back until spring
while some other sewer work is
being completed, Mr. O’Brien
said.

South Union Avenue paving is
to be completed this month. Two
trees were removed on the side-
walk leading up to South Avenue
because they were pulling up
pavers, Mr. O’Brien said. He said
the township is not planting new
trees; instead he suggested pot-
ted plants or potted trees.

The paving of two parts of South
Union Avenue and Lincoln Av-
enue East are to be funded by the
New Jersey Department of Trans-
portation. “We should get good
money on these three projects,”
Mr. O’Brien said.

“It is the most road paving the
town has ever done in a year,”
Mr. O’Brien said.

The township has received a 90
percent in its Best Practices In-
ventory checklist from the State
of New Jersey Department of
Community Affairs, Township
Administrator Terence Wall said.
“We will receive no reduction in
our final aid (Consolidated Mu-

nicipal Property Tax Relief and
Energy Tax Relief aid) numbers,”
Mr. Wall said. The Inventory en-
courages municipalities to em-
brace practices that promote fi-
nancial accountability, sound
management and transparency,
according to the state website.

The township pools are ex-
pected to have architectural
drawings for improvements, in-
cluding new roofs and ceilings to
repair leaks, making the show-
ers ADA compliant, and new pool
decks, Commissioner Tom
Hannen, Jr. said. Part of the im-
provements will be paid by grant
money and part by pool utility
capital funds, Mr. Hannen said.
The Orange Avenue Pool had a
new filter put in recently and was
paid for with grant money, Mayor
Kalnins said.

Cranford Baseball Coach Den-
nis McCaffery has submitted a

Resident Questions Part-
Time Engineer in Cranford

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Residents have
questioned the township
committee’s decision to hire a
part-time, contracted township
engineer versus hiring a full-time
staffer.

Richard Marsden, Jr. held the
position as a full-time township
engineer for more than 10 years,
until he was replaced earlier this
year with Carl O’Brien of Maser
Consulting, who is contracted by
the township on a part-time ba-
sis to fulfill the duties of township
engineer.

Brian McCarthy, a Democratic
candidate for township commit-
tee, asked the committee Tues-
day at the official public meeting
how many hours Mr. O’Brien
works on Cranford-related
projects.

“That would vary week-to-week
depending on what the projects
are. He has 12 hours of office
hours in the building…We also
have use of the other 400 people
in his organization and all the
various disciplines they provide,”
Mayor Andis Kalnins said.

Township Administrator
Terence Wall said he could look
at the itemized bills to determine
hours spent on projects.

“I know we hear some concerns
but we are way ahead than we
were,” Commissioner Robert
D’Ambola said.

“The North Avenue Train Sta-
tion project we believe has been
saved by this engineer,” Mr.
D’Ambola said. He said the com-
mittee is anticipating construc-
tion to begin in February or March.

“The Orchard Brook improve-
ment is another project this en-
gineer pulled from the dusty
shelves,” Mr. D’Ambola stated.
The project would impact ap-
proximately 150 homes in the
area, he said.

The township committee intro-
duced an ordinance that will
codify the master plan, which will
be implemented and enforced
through the planning and zoning
board.

The Hillside Avenue Tunnel,
which is used as a passageway
most commonly for students to
get to and from Hillside Avenue
School, has cracked concrete,
Mr. McCarthy said. Conrail, last
year, had installed a tubular liner
inside to protect from leaks, but
lighting has yet to be installed.
Mr. McCarthy also said the fence
line is open by the train tracks,
which he said is a safety hazard
to the kids. Commissioner
D’Ambola said he would notify
Mr. O’Brien of the concrete issue
and the fence, and follow up on
completing the lights.

The township filed a respond-
ing brief from the appellate divi-
sion in regards to the appeal of
the court’s decision for the
Birchwood Avenue development,
Township Attorney Diane Dabulas
said. A date could be set for an
argument as early as February or
March, Ms. Dabulas said.

The Mayors Council Rahway
River Flood Control will continue
to push for funding from Con-
gress to complete the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers feasibility
study, Mayor Kalnins said. “We
are also working other angles
including working with the DEP
and the possibility of getting pre-
funding from the state and the
county,” Mayor Kalnins said.

The committee gave its condo-
lences to the family of Ed Trush,
a member of the Cranford Flood
Advisory Committee and a com-
mittee that studied the form of
government for Cranford, who
passed away September 22. He
was instrumental in beginning
the project to reduce flood pre-

request to join with a group to be
formed to do work on baseball
field dugouts on the back section
of Memorial Field, Commissioner
Hannen said. The proposal is to
make the dugout “double deep”
and extend it, as well as adding
a structure above the dugout for
a press booth, storage and a
meeting room, and a locker room
on the back section of the dug-
out. Initial cost estimates are
about $60,000, with part of it
funded through a county grant
and about $21,000 coming from
the township.

The commissioners agreed to
kick in the township’s share
should the baseball league pro-
cure the remainder of the funds.

Scherrer Street residents have
said they have seen less of a rat
problem, Commissioner Mary
O’Connor said. The Westfield Re-

WINNING AT THE CAR WASH…On September 20, Garwood’s Lincoln
School eighth grade class held its most successful car wash in recent years.
Monies raised from various fundraisers, to be held throughout the school year,
will assist toward sponsorship of many exciting graduation events. Pictured, the
owner of the 41st car receives a $50 gift card from Auto Spa of Westfield. The 41st
car was chosen because their are 41 students in this years graduating class.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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CR Paving Projects to Begin This Month
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Lincoln Eighth Graders
Thank Community

On September 20, Garwood’s
Lincoln School graduating eighth
grade class held its most suc-
cessful car wash in recent years.
Monies raised from various
fundraisers, to be held through-
out the school year, will assist
toward sponsorship of many ex-
citing graduation events planned
to make their last year at Lincoln
School a milestone journey filled
with cherished memories, which
otherwise may not be possible.

On behalf of all the eighth grad-
ers, we would like to thank and
acknowledge the munificent do-
nation made by Marano Marano
& Sons Sons; the generous con-
tributions made by Auto Spa of
Westfield, Home Depot, NAPA
Auto Parts, Moohya Burgers Fries
& Shakes, McDonald’s, T.G. &
Sons Ice Cream, Garwood Base-
ball League and Garwood Lincoln
Elementary School.

 Ann Jacewicz, President
Eighth Grade Parent Committee

Garwood

Garwood Dems Say Don’t Believe
Hearsay; Don’t ‘Wait and See’

Our opponents have chosen to
rely on hearsay in their latest
letter to the editor. We, the
Democratic candidates, have
never taken a “wait and see”
approach to serving the Garwood
community. Our record speaks
for itself. By using this hearsay,
our opponents are misleading
the residents of Garwood, hav-
ing them believe fabrications in-
stead of the truth.

In our campaign three years
ago, we promised residents that
we would promote redevelop-
ment of the North and South
Avenue corridors. We pushed for
and funded redevelopment stud-
ies and plans to promote appro-
priate development of our indus-
trial sites. This positive redevel-
opment will bring in ratables that
will lessen the burden for tax-
payers. The Democratic admin-
istrations of the past have worked
closely with developers to bring
in Home Depot, ShopRite,
Garwood Plaza, and the Mews/
Pointe to improve Garwood. We
did not wait and see when it
came to redevelopment.

We are all very frustrated by
the Athletic Field Complex, but
we have not taken a wait and see
approach here either. The coun-
cil liaison, Louis Petruzzelli, has
attended every single construc-
tion meeting (usually at least
two per month) since December
of 2012, visits the site on a weekly
basis, and is on the phone or e-
mail about this project daily. We
even chose to hire one contrac-
tor rather than multiple to
streamline accountability in an
effort to prevent issues.

Unfortunately, when govern-
ment entities have to accept the
lowest bid for a project, they are
often put in difficult positions.
Government projects are very

different from renovations on a
home where the homeowner
would have greater control. It is
easy for our opponents to criti-
cize without understanding the
process within which government
is bound. They do not even offer
suggestions with their criticism.

We did not wait and see when it
came to the Athletic Field. The
Finance Committee of the past
three years has been the most
proactive and transparent com-
mittee yet. We have pushed de-
partment heads to produce capi-
tal item projections for the next
three years rather than waiting
to find out what they need after
it is too late. We have produced
budget documents that make it
easier for residents to see where
their money is going.

Candidate Tina Simitz Pledges to
Represent All Garwood Residents

As I have been campaigning
door-to-door, I have found that
the residents of Garwood love
our town as much as I do, but
they have deep concerns about
certain issues and are frustrated
by our leaders’ lack of attention
to them. In particular:

They want to know when the
Athletic Field Complex (AFC) will
be completed but have received
no hard deadline from Borough
Hall. The latest estimate pro-
vided was 30-45 days, which
means that the kids in town have
missed yet another season of fall
sports on the field.

They have asked why there is
flooding near the AFC they’ve
never seen before, and where
the rats are coming from. Our
Council has brushed these valid
questions aside, believing that if

it was discussed at a Council
Meeting, then the problem must
be resolved. These issues beg for
attention, regardless of how
many discussions have been had
at Council meetings.

They wonder why their taxes
have gone up year after year,
and why many of our long-term
residents are being forced to
move from Garwood. Our taxes
continue to rise, while many com-
munities in NJ have seen their
taxes stay level or even decrease.

They are concerned about park-
ing, traffic and resource issues,
especially with The Village at
Garwood Senior Housing Project
well underway on 2nd Avenue –
72 units yet only 41 parking
spaces. The current administra-
tion approved this without hav-

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Local Letters to the Editor
gional Health Department in-
spected the grounds of the fore-
closed home residents had
blamed for the rat infestation
numerous times and have found
no evidence of a rat infestation
there, Commissioner O’Connor
said. The bank that owns the
property has inspected the in-
side of the house and has said
there are no signs of rats, she
said. The health department is
attempting to gain permission to
enter the house, she said.

Another property was identi-
fied as having “serious issues”
and “may be the source” of the
rat problem, Commissioner
O’Connor said.

The township’s enforcement of
building codes was touted by
Deputy Mayor Lisa Adubato, not-
ing the added assessments this
year will be $300,000 for
Cranford. “...There has been an
additional 31 COs (certificates of
occupancy) in September, which
has added $6 million to the rat-
able,” Deputy Mayor Adubato
said. Building Sub-Code and Con-
struction Code Official Richard
Belluscio said his target is
$400,000.

Resident Barbara Krause said

she had some concern with the
cost of a part-time engineer. Mr.
Wall said Mr. O’Brien of Maser
Consulting is paid $140 per hour
and works 12 hours per week in
the office. He also gets aid per
project with a cap.

“I believe by the end of the year
you will see a dollar-to-dollar
comparison will be under what
we were in the past,” Deputy
Mayor Adubato said.

Mrs. Krause said the Depart-
ment of Public Works (DPW) is in
danger of losing personnel be-
cause they have been overworked,
and “picking up slack” when the
engineer is not on site. Mayor
Kalnins agreed the DPW has taken
on more tasks to repair streets in
the last three years, but also noted
additional staff was hired.

Resident of Colby Lane Felicia
Van Ostenbridge said there is
“mutterings” that Union County
College is not in favor of putting
its sports complex at Oak Ridge
Park and has discussed moving
the road on campus that enters
from Galloping Hill Road closer to
Colby Lane and building the sports
complex closer to Fairview Cem-
etery. The township committee
said it would look further into it.

miums paid by residents, Com-
missioner Thomas Hannen, Jr.
said.

Two technical assistants within
the construction code office were
hired by way of resolution to fill
two openings. Jennifer Kobliska
resigned as registrar to the health
department and Michelle Della
Sera resigned as technical assis-
tant to the building department.

Township community an-
nouncements were made. The
annual Hanson Park Conservancy
Rubber Ducky Race will be held
Sunday, October 19.

The Cranford Cougars football
team’s win over Summit that

broke Summit’s winning streak
was noted.

The Friends of the Cranford Li-
brary will hold its used book sale
Wednesday through Saturday,
October 15 to 18.

Breast Cancer Awareness
Month was recognized. “Check
out breast cancer facts and fig-
ures for 2013-2014 and maybe
you can save a friend or family
member’s life. It is very informa-
tive,” Commissioner D’Ambola
said.

Resident Questions CR Engineer

* CR Paving Projects to Begin *

Probitas Verus Honos
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In providing funding for rede-
velopment plans, restoring the
police department to 16 officers,
acquiring much needed emer-
gency management equipment,
replacing a 30-year-old dump
truck, and increasing LOSAP ben-
efits to our volunteer firefighters
and EMS volunteers, we were
still able to accomplish three of
the five lowest municipal tax in-
creases in the past 12 years (in-
cluding the lowest this year at
$39 per house).

We have looked into multiple
shared service options to lessen
tax burdens. Some options the
Council has supported and some it
has not because the cost out-
weighed the benefit. We will con-
tinue to fight to control taxes while
still providing residents with the
services they are accustomed to.

We do not wait and see when it
comes to finances or the needs of
our residents. Parking has be-
come a growing concern in
Garwood. Democrats on the
Council have brought attention
to this issue and have pushed the
Mayor to form a committee to
examine the situation and find
viable solutions. The possibility
of putting up permit parking (as
was done on Winslow, Anchor,
and Willow Avenues) only begins
to scratch the surface of address-
ing this concern. We are cur-
rently working on real solutions
to this issue rather than rushing
a band-aid solution. We do not
wait and see when it comes to
parking.

On November 4th, Garwood
residents will have a choice be-
tween a team with a proven track
record and a team whose cam-
paign promises have advanced
no potential solutions or real
ideas. The voters in Garwood
can’t afford to sit back to “wait
and see” what happens. We trust
the residents to endorse the team

that continues to get things done
in a timely, fiscally responsible
manner, a team that has proven
itself in the past. The residents of
Garwood can’t afford the luxury
of having these issues worked on
by untested candidates who have
attended Council meetings only
recently, without putting forth
any ideas or even asking any
questions.

The issues in Garwood need to
be addressed by the Democratic
team who has been working hard
to bring solutions to the prob-
lems in our borough, who have
been here through the best and
worst of times, and who still keep
on working to make Garwood an
even better place, not sitting
around to “wait and see.”

Garwood Democrats
Charles Lombardo for Mayor

Louis Petruzzelli for Council
Sara Todisco for Council

More Letters to the Editor
Garwood Dems Say Don’t Believe

ing the foresight to realize the
strain it will have on our resources.
The Council has since had to cre-
ate a “Parking Committee” to
address the parking concerns, an
issue that could have been avoided
with proper planning.

In summary, Garwood’s resi-
dents have become disenchanted
with the current leadership.

In a recent letter to the editor,
two sitting Garwood councilmen
from the Establishment clique
criticize my attempt to become
involved in our Borough’s affairs
and my ability to formulate my
own opinions. It seems I’m just a
simple taxpayer, voter and citi-
zen, and the tough questions
raised by the residents to whom
I’ve personally spoken, are not
welcomed.

I would like to thank the
Garwood Councilmen for their

letter as it reinforces why I have
decided to run for Council in the
first place. Their condescending
tone and lack of empathy for the
concerns of Garwood’s citizens is
further proof that our Borough
needs new direction, new ideas,
and a new voice. I am glad they
are now asking Sal Piarulli and
me to provide solutions to the
challenges they have created.

We, the people of Garwood, de-
serve better. As Councilwoman, I
will represent all Garwood resi-
dents whether they have lived in
town for 4 or 40 years. Please join
us in sending the Establishment
the message that we cannot af-
ford to continue on this current
path, and vote for Sal Piarulli and
me on November 4th.

Tina Simitz (R)
Candidate for Garwood Council

Candidate Tina Simitz Pledges

Incumbent Garwood Candidates on Athletic Field
Complex; Who’s Responsible, Who’s Credited?

Garwood Republican/Tea Party
Chairman Jim Mathieu recently
posted such a misleading note on
the Garwood Forum that he forces
those of us who are presenting
facts during election season to
reply. First of all: no, Jim, none of
us on the Garwood Council believe
that we should not be held respon-
sible for the Athletic Field Com-
plex. Despite our frustration with
the delays, we embrace the project
for all of the positive activities it
will bring to all members of our
community. We believe that none
of us have shirked our responsibil-
ity. We also however, believe that
we should be given credit for the
complex when it is completed. We
urge residents to look at the record
and see that we have been doing
our best to get answers and dead-
lines from the contractor. Mr.
Mathieu knows why the project is
delayed, but he also knows that
nothing can be done about it at
this time.

It’s just so easy to point accusing

fingers instead of providing solu-
tions. The Democratic Party had
the vision for the construction of
an athletic field over 10 years ago,
and through bi-partisan efforts,
up until the time Jim got elected to
Council, we have all worked to-
gether to make it a reality. Make
no mistake about it; this Complex
will be completed despite Jim
Mathieu and not because of him.
And most borough residents are
looking forward to its completion.
Likewise, all of us – except Mr.
Mathieu – should get the credit
when the complex is completed.
At that time, when it is completed,
and all Garwood residents are en-
joying the fruits of the complex,
we will turn to Jim, and hold him
responsible for his opposition to
the best recreational facility that

our borough will have. We trust
that even though Jim has opposed
this project, he and his family will
use it for years to come, and we
welcome them.

It should also be pointed out that
Mr. Mathieu didn’t suggest a
project manager at the time of
project commencement and we
would venture to say he wouldn’t
have supported spending extra
money to do so, since he rarely
wants to spend money, especially
on recreation and seniors. After
all, the Borough already had paid
professionals on this project and
only one contractor, in an effort to
put the accountability on one com-
pany rather than multiple. Some-
times delays like this happen on
government jobs when a munici-

Help Give Youth Roots in the
Community and Wings to the World
Many of us who live in the

Westfield area know what it is like
to raise a child in today’s compli-
cated world. It is not easy, but our
kids are the fortunate ones. Just
imagine if your own child was
completely alone, with no place
to go and no one to turn to. It’s
almost incomprehensible, isn’t it?

For the approximately 800
youth who age out of New Jersey’s
foster care system each year,
this is their reality. They are not
coming of age like our kids do.
These young people are aban-
doned, with few if any resources
to help them as they enter adult-
hood. Many are homeless, are
undereducated, and have never
had a stable adult relationship to
help them. They are prime tar-
gets for human trafficking, gang
affiliations and drug abuse.

Now, however, there is help
from an organization called Roots
and Wings, which recently ex-
panded into Union County. Its
single goal is to empower the

young adults in their program
and provide them with the tools
they need to become self-suffi-
cient, contributing members of
their communities.

Roots and Wings Union County
(RWUC) invites area residents to
a benefit on October 15 from
7:30 to 9:30 p.m. at the Mul-
berry House on Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield. Attendees will
enjoy delicious refreshments
while learning about RWUC, what
the volunteers have accom-
plished this year as well as the
challenges ahead. For ticket in-
formation, contact Susan
Tomljanovic, (908)  789-0009,

 stomljanovic@outlook.com.
If you would like to learn more

about the amazing success Roots
and Wings has had, or if you
think you might like to become a
part of RWUC, visit
www.rootsandwingsnj.com.

Christine Spear
Garwood

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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pality has to take the lowest bid-
der. These projects are very dif-
ferent from home renovations
where the homeowner has greater
control. We wonder if Councilman
Jim Mathieu will take credit when
someone tells him how great it is
when it’s done. “After all, he was
on Council, too.”

Jim further attempts to mislead
the voter by stating that the project
has increased the Borough’s debt
by 66 percent. This statement
alone either proves he does not
know how government works, or
he is purposely deceitful. This fig-
ure is meant to scare the voter,
when really a spike occurs when a
major project takes place in a
small borough. Garwood has not
done a project of this magnitude
since 1983 when Borough Hall
was built. The tax impact of the
complex is minimal, with the Fi-
nance Team still able to produce
some of the lowest municipal in-
creases, including the very lowest
(this year at $39 per the average
home), in the past 12 years. Also,
residents should keep in mind that

the $3 million figure he quotes is
before the numerous grants that
the borough has received. The
Borough remains far below the
maximum dollar amount that could
be bonded by state guidelines.
The Borough bonds are highly
rated, and our total debt to budget
ratio is at similar levels to our
surrounding communities.

We urge Mr. Mathieu to stop
using the Athletic Field Complex
as a scare tactic and recognize
that the complex is something the
Borough can afford and that it will
be finished soon. It will be a fan-
tastic family oriented facility, for
all of our residents, of which we
will all be proud, being used for a
variety of activities, furthering a
sense of pride, community and it
will generate revenue.

Incumbent Council Candidates
Lou Petruzzelli (D)

Sara Todisco (D)
Garwood

Church of St. Anne
Plans Prayer Service
GARWOOD — The Church of St.

Anne will hold a prayer service,
entitled “Sweet Hour of Prayer
for Peace and the Persecuted,”
on Monday, October 13, at 7
p.m. It will take place at the
church, located at 325 Second
Avenue, Garwood. All are wel-
come.

Participants are invited to pray
for God’s help in bringing peace
to the world. Coffee will be served
in the lower church (The St.
Francis Room) immediately fol-
lowing the prayer service. For
more information, call Sharon
Kessler at (908) 272-5586.

Letters to the Editor Continued

GW Candidates on AFC; Who’s
Responsible, Who’s Credited?

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – The zoning board,
on Monday evening, quickly ap-
proved four applications in a short
meeting at the municipal com-
plex.

Kevin and Lisa Iredell of 117
Oak Lane were approved to add
a back dormer to their home
which would exceed the maxi-
mum number of stories, but still
be two feet under the allowable
height of 32 feet. Their architect,
Richard Pierce, said the dormer
would extend an existing attic
and serve as a master bedroom.
Board member Robert Bovasso
asked if there were similar addi-
tions in the neighborhood. Mrs.
Iredell said there were many dor-
mers, some in the front and some
in the back of homes. Mr. Pierce
said it was easier to bump out
the attic than to add on to the
first floor.

Christopher Zingaro, of 451
Brookside Place, wants to con-
struct new uncovered front steps.
The steps would exceed the code
concerning front yard setback,
he said, but are needed. He said
the existing steps are in need of
repair and difficult for his chil-
dren and his parents to use safely.
The new steps would exceed the
code by three-and-a-half feet.

Etheridge Doane III, of 124
Benjamin Street, came before
the board to put new uncovered
steps in the front of his home.

“My steps are dangerous. I want
to replace them and increase the
number of steps, by making them
smaller. I’m on a corner lot. I
have two lots and the house lies
across both lots,” he said.

 Mr. Bovasso asked if the steps
would be in the same place. Mr.
Doane replied, “Yes, and they
will be easier to maneuver.”

Evan and Dana Friedman of 4
Greaves Place want to add a new
addition to the second floor of

Raritan Valley Panel
To Discuss One-Seat

Ride at Oct. 27 Meeting
CRANFORD — The Raritan Val-

ley Rail Coalition will  host a
special evening meeting on Mon-
day, October 27 at the Cranford
Community Center.

The meeting will be an update
on the one-seat ride service on
the Raritan Valley line and allow
commuters to ask questions or
identify other issues related to
service for stations on the Raritan
Valley Line. Further information
related to the time of the meet-
ing and meeting agenda will be
announced shortly. The agenda
will include an update from the
coalitions October 8th one-seat
ride briefing with NJ Transit.

Garwood Knights Collecting
Items For St. Joseph Ctr.

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Knights of Columbus are collect-
ing items all year long on behalf
of St. Joseph Social Service Cen-
ter in Elizabeth, which serves the
poor and homeless community
of greater Elizabeth. The center
is in desperate need to restock
the following items:

Baby diapers, especially sizes
3, 4, 5 and 6; pacifiers; towels;
baby bottles; baby food (all fla-
vors and varieties); canned veg-
etables; hats; mittens; baby
powder; wipes; shampoo; baby
oil; lotions; Vaseline; Q-tips;
brushes; combs; washcloths;
Pedialyte, and formula, especially
Similac Advance.

The following items are needed
to restock on a daily basis: Sham-
poo (full size); soap; toothpaste
and toothbrushes; disposable
razors; men’s and women’s de-
odorant; women’s hygiene prod-
ucts; toilet paper; paper towels;
soups; canned fruits and veg-
etables; peanut butter and jelly;
cereal; rice; pasta and pasta
sauce; tuna fish; juices; paper
plates; plastic forks, spoons and
knives; napkins; cups; tissues;
cleaning supplies; paper lunch

bags; baggies; travel-size
snacks; laundry detergent; rub-
ber gloves and Hefty garbage
bags.

The following items are needed
for the upcoming winter season:
Coats; blankets; scarves; hats;
mittens; gloves; clean linens;
pillowcases and bath towels. It
would be appreciated that these
items are laundered and clean
before being donated.

Due to federal and state laws
and for safety reasons, the
Garwood Knights cannot accept
cribs, car seats, baby furniture,
used toys and used clothing.

Donations can be dropped off
after 4 p.m. weekdays at the
Knights Council Hall, located at
37 South Avenue, Garwood, op-
posite PathMark. On weekends,
call (908) 789-9809 after 1 p.m.
Parking is available behind the
hall off Willow Avenue (turn at
Marty’s Shoes). Visitors should
use the side-door entrance. Mon-
etary donations may be made
payable to the Garwood Knights
“St. Joseph’s Project.” For infor-
mation, call the Knights at (908)
789-9809 or Keith Gallagher at
(908) 789-0931.

CF Zoning Board OKs Dormer, Steps for Homes
their home, which would exceed
the maximum number of allow-
able stories. They are finishing
an attic, Mrs. Friedman said. “The
dormer will cause the home to be
31 feet high, which is still under
the maximum height allowed by
code,” she said.

The next zoning board meeting
will take place on Monday, No-
vember 10. The workshop meet-
ing will be at 7:45 p.m., followed
by the regular meeting at 8:15
p.m., at the Cranford Township
Municipal Building, 8 Springfield
Avenue.
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SCARECROW STROLL…”Once Upon a Scarecrow,” above, was a crowd-
pleaser in last year’s  Scarecrow Stroll in downtown Cranford. Registration for
this year’s event ends this week.

Candidates ‘Pointe Forum’ To Be
Held for Garwood Voters Oct. 16 & 23

GARWOOD – The most frequent
questions submitted by borough
residents to be asked of the can-
didates for Mayor and Borough
Council during two appearances
later this month concern the ath-
letic complex under construction
on the south side. The project,
which cost $3.2 million, is almost
two years overdue. Voters say
they want an explanation for the
delay and some assurance that
officials are taking steps to com-
plete the complex quickly.

All Garwood residents have
been invited to submit further
questions to
PointeForum@gmail.com — and
to attend the discussions, which
will be held in the clubhouse at
the Pointe, the condominium
complex between Maple and
Chestnut Streets.

The mayoral candidates –
Salvatore Piarulli, a Republican,
and Charles P. Lombardo, a
Democrat – will appear on Thurs-
day, October 16.

The council candidates – Carol
Kearney and Tina Simitz, Repub-
licans, and Louis Petruzzelli and
Sara Todisco, incumbent Demo-
crats – will speak on Thursday,
October 23. Each session will

begin at 7:30 p.m.
“The athletic complex has be-

come major issue for Garwood,”
said Christine Spear, the presi-
dent of the condominium’s board.
“But our discussions will not be
limited to that topic. We will also
hear the candidates out on such
matters as taxes and the rede-
velopment of North and South
Avenues.”

Light refreshments will be
served at each event. Parking is
available in the large lot behind
the commercial buildings on
North Avenue between Maple and
Chestnut Streets. A stairway
leads from the lot to the club-
house. For further information,
call Bill Connolly (908) 789-0659.
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Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407
For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

Cranford Scarecrow Stroll
Registration Closing Soon
CRANFORD – This is the last

week to sign up for the seventh
Annual Scarecrow Stroll in down-
town Cranford. The annual event,
which draws visitors from all over,
is open to residents of Cranford
and surrounding towns. Regis-
tration and guidelines are online
(no fee) www.cranford.com/
downtown

More than 100 scarecrows will
be displayed throughout the
downtown area beginning

Wednesday, October 22, and
visitors will have a chance to
vote for their favorites through
Friday, October 31. Winners will
be selected in three catego-
ries: under 12, 13 and up and
business.

“This is a great opportunity
for families, individuals, neigh-
bors or co-workers to have
some fun making a scarecrow,
“said Downtown Director
Kathleen Miller Prunty.

Cranford Floraphile
Club to Visit

Farm at Green Village
CRANFORD — The Floraphile

Garden Club of Cranford will
tour the Farm at Green Village,
a premier nursery and garden
center, on Monday, October 20,
at 11 a.m.

The Farm at Green Village
has more than 30 acres of trees,
shrubs and flowers and a
30,000-square-foot green-
house, plus a menagerie of ani-
mals including sheep, donkeys,
ducks and swans. Participants
will have the opportunity to ask
questions of horticulturists
there and to get inspired by the
selection of plants and contain-
ers.

The Farm at Green Village is
located at 403 Green Village
Road in Green Village, N.J. Ev-
eryone is welcome to pack a
light lunch or snack to enjoy at
the end of the visit. Guests are
welcome.

To learn more about joining
the Floraphile Garden Club of
Cranford or for more informa-
tion on this activity or other
upcoming events, contact Mary
Ellen at mecrafts@verizon.net.
Individuals also are invited to
“like” the club on Facebook at
f a c e b o o k . c o m /
floraphilegardenclub.
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