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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Depth with extreme talent
throughout in the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School team’s
lineup was too much for the vis-
iting Cranford Cougars boys soc-
cer team to handle in a 10-0 loss
on October 30.

The recent return of senior
Jassiem Wahtuse to the 17-3
Raiders’ lineup also did not help
situations for the Cougars. Within
the first four minutes of the con-
test, Wahtuse banged in a goal
then he added his second goal 10
minutes later. Junior Zach

Cimring netted a first-half goal
then added another in the sec-
ond half. Senior Justin Rodriques
ripped a long goal, senior Conor
Danik drilled in two goals then
sophomore Ryan Peterson
rounded off the Raiders’ vast ar-
senal with three straight goals.

“It all started years ago, espe-
cially with this team. We all came
up through the Scotch Plains
Academy together. Now we are
ready to go,” Wahtuse said.

Wahtuse’s first goal began with
the foot of Jake Longo, whose
lead went into David Valian, who
set him up and forced Cougar

goalkeeper Andrew Rojo to
charge forward.

“Someone lobbed it over the
defense and I just chipped it over
the keeper,” Wahtuse said.

Wahtuse’s second goal was set
up by Longo.

“The second goal was bouncing
around. There was a swarm. It
came to my feet, so I just placed
it and that was it,” Wahtuse said.

Longo also wobbled the far post
with a hard shot then minutes
later, Rodriques hooked a free
kick into Cimring, who gave the
ball a few taps then ripped it in
for the third goal. With 8:00 left
in the half, Rodriques launched a
free kick from 40 yards out that
sailed past Rojo for the Raiders’
fourth goal.

The Raiders, who took four cor-
ner kicks in the first half, got off, at
least 15 strong shots and Rojo
made eight saves. Cougars Erik
Monteagudo, Joseph Garrastazu
and Albert Gargiulo also made
saving blocks. Anthony Maglino
took two of the Cougars’ three
shots on goal in the half and Raider
goalkeeper Sean Murray made one
save, while back Stav Shadmi
added a pair of rejections.

The second half remained a
furious shelling, but the Cougars
actually took the first shot with a
vibrator off the crossbar. With
35:00 on the clock, Zach Cimring
received a right-to-left cross from
Alex Guevara and punched it into
the back of the net from close
range. Danik then ricocheted a
shot off the post and later was
awarded a penalty kick and bur-
ied it for the sixth goal.

Nine minutes later, with 22:00
remaining, Peterson settled the
ball and slashed a left-to-right
shot into the net.

“It still got assisted, but I was
able to turn in the box and get my
shot off. It was a fun day for me,”
Peterson said.

More fun came moments later
when Danik set up Peterson with
his second goal.

“It was a big effort from every-
one. I am pretty sure all of my
goals were a product of everyone
working together and passing the
ball. Conor Danik helped me on
one,” Peterson added.

The fun was not over when Jor-
dan Cimring crossed to Peterson,
who drilled a left-footer in for his
“Hat Trick” thus doubling his var-
sity output in goals this season.

“Jordan played JV with me last

PETERSON NAILS HAT TRICK; WAHTUSE, DANIK, CIMRING NET 2 GOALS EACH; J-ROD 1 GOAL

Soccer Raiders’ Depth Tires Cranford Cougar Boys, 10-0
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year, so it’s good that him and I
got to get some stats for the
season,” Peterson said.

Danik scored the 10th goal
when he charged down the middle
and rippled the net.

Next, the Raiders were to face
rival Westfield for the third time
this season on November 1 for
the Union County Tournament
championship at Kean Univer-
sity in Union and everyone is
expected to be healthy and ready
for action.

“Westfield is a very good team.
We beat them the first two times.

Now I am back and ready to
contribute,” Wahtuse said. “I’m
feeling fine, 100 percent! Ready

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders’ Depth Exhausts Cranford Cougar Soccer Boys, 10-0
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for Saturday. Three peat!”
Cranford 0 0 0
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 4 6 10
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SCHETELICH-TO-CHRISTIANO 36-YD TD, 73-YD, WALKER FOR 3-YD TD, DeLAYO 4-YD TD RUN

Cougar Footballers Go 8-0, Down GL Highlanders, 30-13
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Turnovers and emotions pre-
vented the possibility of a blow-
out, but it did not prevent the
Cranford High School football
team from achieving something
that the program never experi-
enced, an 8-0 start after defeat-
ing the Governor Livingston High-
landers, 30-13, in Berkeley
Heights on November 1. Both
teams, however, experienced
turnovers and both teams con-
tributed generously in the pen-
alty category, especially in the
fourth quarter.

“The most important statistic
in sports is turnovers. We turned
the ball over twice in the first
half. Give GL credit, they did a
good job. Their offense did what
they wanted to at times. They

held onto the football, but if we
didn’t turn the ball over, we had
a chance to break the game open
and force them out of their run-
ning game and into a passing
game. We turned what could have
been a lopsided game into a close
game. When the second half
started, GL took the ball downfield
and scored with it. Fortunately,
we were able to come back and
score,” Cougar Head Coach Erik
Rosenmeier said.

That third quarter score cov-
ered 89 yards on 17 plays (15
running) and brought the High-
landers to within 10 points of the
Cougars. Quarterback Jim
Policastro, who engineered the
drive, completed only three
passes for 25 yards and ran for
25 yards on nine carries. Run-
ning back Urim Marke was the
most influential Highlander with

83 yards on 16 carries, including
both touchdowns. Running back
Frank Barone carried six times
for 30 yards.

Cougar quarterback Jack
Schetelich mixed his variety of
plays well and running back Dan
DeLayo had the opportunity to
carry five times for 26 yards,
including a four-yard TD, and
added two receptions for 13
yards. Schetelich completed nine
of 13 passes for 176 yards, in-
cluding three TDs, and Luke
Christiano was again his biggest
target with three receptions for
131 yards, including TDs of 36
yards and 73 yards. Christiano
carried only three times for 19
yards, but one of them was a
two-point conversion.

“We thought that we had an
opportunity to address them in
the play-action game and the

regular stuff that’s part of what
we do. It’s all reactionary. It’s
based on what they give us. Dan
is a good runner and if they are
going to pay attention to Luke on
one side, then we will run the ball
to Dan, as well. We will get the
ball to Luke in other ways, which
is what we were able to do to-
day,” Coach Rosenmeier said.

Schetelich had additional weap-
ons to work with and his third TD
pass was a three-yard strike in
the third quarter to Donavin
Walker, who had a pair of recep-
tions for 25 yards, and also car-
ried four times for 13 yards. Brian
McGovern carried twice for 13
yards, Joe Norton had a four-
yard reception and kicked two
extra points, and Donte Ander-

son had a five-yard reception.
“It is good when the kids are

able to put themselves in a posi-
tion where they are comfortable
with the ball and they can do
some damage,” Coach
Rosenmeier said.

Defensively, Christiano had
seven tackles and assisted on six,
while Kevin Trotter made six tack-
les (2 for a loss) and assisted on
13. Linebacker Niko Cappello had
an interception, three tackles and
assisted on seven. Ahmad Davis
had two tackles, assisted on three
and added a fumble recovery.

After the opening kickoff, the
Cougars marched 88 yards on
eight plays, ending with
Schetelich’s 36-yard hookup with
Christiano with 8:02 on the clock.
Christiano also scooted left for
the two-point conversion.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
Probitas Verus Honos
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Cappello intercepted
Policastro’s pass at the Cranford
22 and returned it to the 38,
where Schetelich engineered a
10-play scoring drive when
DeLayo sped four yards for the
TD early in the second quarter.
Norton’s point after made the
score 15-0.

A fumble recovery by Jim Longo

gave the Highlanders great field
position at the Cranford 43 and
they capitalized with seven run-
ning plays, ending with Marke’s
23-yard TD gallop with 5:26 left
in the half. Another Cougar
fumble recovered by Rob Dilly at
the 37 gave GL great field posi-
tion once again, but they failed
to capitalize and Cranford took

over at the 30.
After two plays moved the Cou-

gars back three yards, Schetelich
fired to Christiano, who then
weaved his way for a 73-yard TD
with 1:47 remaining. This time
Schetelich ran in the two-point
conversion.

After GL scored in the third
quarter to remain in contention,
the Cougars came right back
when Christiano returned the
kickoff 54 yards to the GL 36
then on the ninth play, Walker
plunged in from the three to
make the score 30-13.

The fourth quarter was ruled by

numerous penalties on both
sides.

“It got sloppy for both teams at
the end. The lesson is that when
you do this in certain situations,
you can’t take it back. It’s going
to impact the game. Didn’t cost
us the victory but it certainly

could cost us in the future,” Coach
Rosenmeier said.

The Cougars’ next future event
will be a home game against the
North Plainfield Canucks this Fri-
day, November 7, at 7 p.m.
Cranford   8 15   7   0 30
Gov. Livingston   0   7   6   0 13
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Blue Devil Gridders Defeat Watchung Hills Warriors, 42-20 – photos by Charles Mulrooney

More on next page
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Blue Devil Gridders Defeat Watchung Hills Warriors, 42-20 – photos by Charles Mulrooney
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Raider Soccer Boys Edge Blue Devils, 2-1, for UCT Championship – photos by Joe Rinaldi
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* Lady Raiders Nip Union Farmers, 1-0, in Double OT for UCT Soccer Crown *
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Wisconsin Badgers Bury Rutgers Scarlet Knights, 37-0, – photos by Brooks Crandall
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Kalnins, Adubato Prevail in CF
Election; BOE to See New Faces

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Republican in-
cumbents Andis Kalnins, 3,414,
and Lisa Adubato, 3,451, won
the election Tuesday for a sec-
ond, three-year term on the
township committee over
Democrats Robert Salvatore,
2,734, and Brian McCarthy,
2,947. This win maintains the
4-1 Republican majority on the
township committee. It was a
big margin for the Republican
Party, which saw wins in dis-
tricts that typically swing Demo-
cratic.

“We are very excited. We
worked hard this year and I think

the voters recognized that,”
Mayor Kalnins told The Westfield
Leader.

“I’m feeling good that people
accepted our message of consis-
tency,” Ms. Adubato told The
Leader.

“We worked well together and
we have done great things, and it
shows,” Mayor Kalnins told the
crowd at the Garlic Rose, where
the Republicans’ election night
party was held.

Mr. Kalnins will hold the may-
oral seat for a second consecu-
tive year. The mayoral seat is
chosen each year by majority
vote of the township committee,
and the Republicans said they

would appoint Mr. Kalnins to the
seat for a consecutive term.

“We feel it is important to have
that continuity,” Mayor Kalnins
said of the decision to reappoint
him as mayor.

Two of the Cranford Board of
Education’s three incumbents
were unseated Tuesday. Twelve-
year member of the board and
Board Vice-President Michael
Caulfield, 1,770, and Trevor
Shaw, 1,057, were unseated by
newcomers Lisa Carbone, 2,509,
and Daniel DeMarco, 1,868.
JoAnne Boyle, 1,822, will retain
her seat on the board.

Vote counts are unofficial re-
sults posted November 4.

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Charles Lombardo
defeated Republican Sal Piarulli
by 26 votes out of more than
1,200 cast Tuesday, becoming
Garwood’s next mayor and lead-
ing a Democratic sweep on the
borough council.

Democratic incumbents Sara
Todisco and Lou Petruzzelli re-
tained their seats, beating back
Republican challengers Carol
Kearney, who lost in 2011, and
Tina Simitz.

Mr. Lombardo, who served 21
years as a councilman, garnered
631 votes, or 51 percent, while
Ms. Todisco, who was appointed
to fill the unexpired term of
Jonathan Linken in 2010 and then
defended her seat the following
year, led all council candidates
with 689 votes.

Mr. Petruzzelli, who won a third

term on council, received 594
votes, 11 more than Ms. Kearney.
Mrs. Simitz received 563 votes.

“It was a close race. I think
everyone came out because there
were issues brought out by both
sides,” said Mr. Petruzzelli, who

said the thing
he enjoyed
most about
the election
was that his
18-year-old
daughter was
able to vote
for him. “By
everyone vot-
ing and every-
one coming
out really
showed that

we still have a
lot of work to
do as council
people and
just see what
the other is-
sues are in
town.”

While the
Democ ra t s
campaigned
together, the
Republicans
ran as two
separate camps: Mr. Piarulli and
Mrs. Simitz in one and Ms.
Kearney by herself.

“The bottom line, it was four
Democrats against two Republi-
cans, and we came up just a
handful of votes short,” Mr.
Piarulli said. “We’ll be back, stron-
ger, better than ever. We’re go-

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
GOOD WISHES...Newly elected Garwood Mayor Charles Lombardo, right, is
congratulated by Union County Freeholder Angel Estrada, left, and Union
County Surrogate James LaCorte after his win on Tuesday night.

CF BOE Decides to Include
All Day Kinder. as Goal
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — The board of edu-
cation (BOE) decided at its meet-
ing on October 27 to make full-
day kindergarten a goal of the
board to present to the New Jer-
sey Quality Single Accountability
Continuum (QSAC).

According to the New Jersey
Department of Education, ap-
proximately 21 percent of school
districts in New Jersey do not
provide full-day kindergarten.

The two roadblocks to provid-
ing full-day kindergarten
throughout the district are space
and cost.

“The budget cap presents a big
challenge,” Superintendent Gayle
Carrick told The Westfield Leader
and The Times.

Two of Cranford’s four elemen-
tary schools may already have
the space to house a full-day

kindergarten classroom, but all
four schools would need to be
able to provide the full-day op-
tion, she told The Leader and The
Times.

The district had begun discuss-
ing a full-day kindergarten two
years ago and started a task
force, Ms. Carrick said. The dis-
trict has researched other dis-
tricts that do provide full-day
kindergarten, and found some of
those districts receive more state
aid than Cranford or offer a tu-
ition option for full-day kinder-
garten, while one school merged
a library room with a computer
room to make way for a class-
room.

The BOE would need to fully
support establishing a full-day
kindergarten before Superinten-
dent Carrick could move forward
with implementing the program.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGECONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Dems Seize Control of Garwood
Council; Lombardo Elected Mayor
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CF PD Uses Nasal Naloxone
To Revive Overdose Victims
CRANFORD — Twice in a span

of 24 hours last week Cranford
police officers needed to deploy
nasal naloxone to revive victims
of suspected narcotics overdose.
Naloxone, or Narcan, is a syn-
thetic opioid antagonist used to
reverse the effects of opiate drugs
such as heroin or codeine.

At 4:56 p.m. on October 30,
police officers were called to Park-
way Sunoco, 401 North Avenue
East, on a reported overdose.
Patrolman Dan Donnerstag and
Sergeant Frank Williams found a
24-year-old Monmouth County
man unconscious in a vehicle
with narcotics paraphernalia and
several folds of suspected heroin.
The male was not breathing. Ptl.
Donnserstag administered the
nasal naloxone and provided
medical assistance until the ar-
rival of emergency medical per-
sonnel. The victim became awake
and alert shortly before the ar-
rival of an advanced life support
ambulance. He was transported
to Overlook Medical Center for
further treatment and evalua-
tion.

At 12:24 a.m. on October 31,
police were called to a local resi-
dence on a report of an uncon-
scious person. Ptl. Thomas
Stiansen found a 23-year-old
male unresponsive in the house.
The male had shallow gasping
respirations. Based on his obser-
vations at the scene and infor-
mation provided by bystanders,
Ptl. Stiansen administered nasal
naloxone. Emergency medical
personnel arrived on the scene,
and the victim became awake
and alert during treatment and
transport to Robert Wood
Johnson University Hospital at
Rahway.

Cranford Police Chief James
Wozniak stated that this was the
department’s first use of nalox-
one since officers began carrying
the nasal administration kits in
June of this year.

“Heroin and narcotic overdoses
have the potential to devastate
the lives of victims and their fami-
lies in our community,” he stated.
“Having Narcan in our toolbox
gives us an opportunity to avert a
tragedy every time we use it.”

ing to stay vocal and stay in-
volved in the town. Congratula-
tions to Charles Lombardo, and
now that they know that people
are paying attention.”

Mr. Piarulli, running under the
Conservative Republican banner
of Councilman Jim Mathieu, de-
feated incumbent Mayor Pat
Quattrocchi in June’s Primary.
Ms. Kearney ran unopposed along
with Richard Dolan as Regular
Republicans with Mrs.
Quattrocchi.

Besides Mr. Piarulli’s victory,
Mr. Mathieu won control of the
Garwood Republican Party in the
Primary. But Mr. Dolan withdrew
shortly after winning the Primary,
enabling Mr. Mathieu to appoint
Mrs. Simitz in September to Mr.
Dolan’s place on the ballot.

“We really feel that this was a
win for Garwood, to keep it a
strong independent borough, and
help it move forward in the right
direction,” Ms. Todisco said.

Regarding the board of educa-
tion, Aaron Watkins, 465 votes;

Ms. Carrick told The Leader and
The Times she is in favor of offer-
ing a full-day kindergarten to
Cranford students. It is possible
a full-day option could start in
the 2015-2016 school year, she
said, but when and if the pro-
gram begins remain in the pre-
liminary stages.

The form of students’ report
cards that are given to parents
will be changing to conform to
standards by as early as the sec-
ond marking period or at the
latest by the third marking pe-
riod, Board Vice-President
Michael Caulfield said.

The way in which grant monies
are sought is being revamped to
garner more grant funding, Board
President Mary Venditti said. A
liaison will work closely with
teachers to brainstorm ideas and
gain an understanding of areas
that could potentially be funded
through grants, she said.

The superintendent’s report fo-
cused on the district’s Global Ini-
tiatives. Cranford is the lead
school district for the League of
Global Scholars.

Livingston Avenue School fifth-
grade social studies teacher Gre-
gory D’Amato and two of his
students spoke to the BOE about
their experience recently when
their class was engaged in an
hour-long Skype call with school
children from the northern re-
gion of Ghana.

“What I found most interesting
in this Skype to Ghana was how
they learn three different lan-
guages and it is hard for me to
just learn one language in
school,” said one fifth grader.

The district had sent the Ghana
students 99 boxes of books two
years ago, and has forged a re-
lationship with Yakubu Fuseini,
director of the Paabinaa Meriga
Peace Initiative, who is planning
a Cranford Day in Ghana. Stu-
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ONE-SEAT RIDE... Cranford Mayor Andis Kalnins and Westfield Mayor
Andy Skibitsky attended the Raritan Valley Rail Coalition (RVRC) Open House
meeting in Cranford on October 27 where it was announced that after 8 p.m.
weekday ‘one seat’ service is scheduled to begin in January 2015.

Dems Seize Control of Garwood
Linda Koenig, 453, and President
Christine Guerriero, 520, ran
unopposed and were re-elected
to three-year terms, while Kim-
berly Ficarra, 470, also ran un-
opposed and won an unexpired
two-year term.

dents from Brookside and
Livingston schools have begun
an exchange with students in
Ghana to learn about each other’s
habitats, schooling and cultures
as part of the Ghana Initiative.

Ms. Carrick also discussed glo-
bal initiatives in Brazil, Turkey,
China and the Republic of
Cameroon.

Lexi Santoro, Madeline Garcia,
Ali Valdes and Anna Horne, Or-
ange Avenue School Peer Lead-
ers of the Peer Leadership Pro-
gram, spoke about Red Ribbon
Week, which educates children
on the dangers of drug abuse.

Election Day Facts
Union County, NJ

Registered Union County Vot-
ers:
Unaffiliated 134,341
Democrat 126,775
Republican 43,269
Libertarian 105
Green Party 40
Conservative Party 28
Reform Party 1
U.S. Constitution Party 7
Total 304,566
Source: Union County Board of
Elections 2014

Tina Renna
Cranford

Cranford BOE to Include All-Day Kindergarten

Probitas Verus Honos
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CRANFORD – The Raritan Valley
Rail Coalition (RVRC) held an open
house meeting in Cranford on
October 27th to inform commut-
ers and residents about the cam-
paign for an equitable number of
‘one seat’ trains direct into New
York City. During the session at
Cranford Community Center NJ
Transit announced that off-peak
service would begin after in Janu-
ary 2015 after 8 p.m. It was to
have begun this month, but was
postponed due to budget cuts.

“We were very pleased with the
turnout,” RVRC Chairman and
Somerset Country Freeholder
Peter Palmer said. “We were even
more pleased with NJ Transit’s
announcement that they will find
the money somehow to institute
after 8 p.m. ‘one seat’ service as
of January 2015. This brings us
one step closer to the ultimate
goal of ‘one seat’ service during
peak hours.”

In an interview with Transpor-
tation Radio, RVRC Vice-Chair-
man Tom Jardim said, “We need
to motivate and rally every single
rider along the Raritan Valley
Line and beyond..  .because it
affects all of us in every commu-
nity. They need to start pushing
legislators and NJ Transit to give
us a complete ‘one seat’ ride…it’s
a matter of fairness and equity.”

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr
attended as the head of RVRC’s
coalition of mayors. “It was won-
derful to see so many people
come out, even all the way from
Hunterdon County. There were
many excellent questions and
comments, all with one common
theme – that Raritan Valley rid-
ers want equity when it comes to
service from NJT and that means
scheduling ‘one seat’ ride trains
during peak commuting hours.”

Many public officials attended
the meeting to show support for
‘one seat’ service, including As-

semblywoman Linda Stender (D-
22nd, Scotch Plains); State Sena-
tor Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21st,
Westfield); Union County Free-
holders Bette Jane Kowalski,
Alexander Mirabella, Bruce Bergen
and Linda Carter; Westfield Mayor
Andy Skibitsky; Roselle Park
Mayor Joseph Accardi; Cranford
Mayor Andis Kalnins; Cranford

OPEN HOUSE... Raritan  Valley Rail Coalition (RVRC) held an  open house
October 27th at the Cranford Commuity Center. Pictured, from left to right, are:
Ken Wedeen, Somerset planner and RVRC secretary; Cameron Black, Union
County transportation intern; Peter Palmer, RVRC chairman; Kathleen Miller
Prunty, director of business development for Cranford; Liza Betz, Union County
transportation planning manager; Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, and Tom
Drabic, Sussex County transportation planner.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

REGION – Voters on Tuesday
decided competitive school board
races in Westfield, Cranford and
Scotch Plains.

In a five-candidate race in
Westfield, incumbent Mark Fried-
man, 2,322, won a bid for a
second term. The other winners
were Margaret Oster, 2,902, and
Chris Langhart, 2,293. David
Sexton garnered 1,322 votes,
while Michael Bielen received
2,004 tallies. Anastasia Harrison
and Noreen Coleman, who
dropped out of the race after the
ballots were printed, received
1,257 and 1,024 votes, respec-
tively.

In Cranford, Lisa Carbone,
2,509; Daniel DeMarco, 1,868,
and incumbent Jo Ann Boyle,
1,822, won board seats. They

defeated Michael Caulfield, 1,770,
and Trevor Shaw, 1,067, both
incumbents, and Jacqueline Carr,
1,516. The Cranford numbers do
not include mail-in ballots.

Garwood incumbents Christine
Guerriero, Aaron Watkins and
Linda Koenig were unopposed in
their quest for reelection to full
three-year terms, as was Kim-
berly Ficarra to a two-year unex-
pired board seat.

Mountainside incumbent Dante
Gioia also was unopposed.

Evan Murray, with 2,689 votes,
was the top vote getter for two
seats representing Scotch Plains
on the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education, followed by
incumbent Warren McFall, 2,015.
Michele Polhamus, 1,674, fin-
ished third. Jeanne Cleary was
unopposed in her reelection bid
to a seat representing Fanwood.

Sad That Folks Are Looked Down On
When Politics Come Into Play

This letter to the editor is re-
garding an article written in the
October 30, 2014 paper regard-
ing Garwood and the new com-
plex.

Sadly enough, my comments
were neither about the timing of
the complex nor politics, which
once again this writer likes to
make everything about.

My name is Scott Kessler, and
I went to the council meeting to
discuss volunteering, as a week
or so before the meeting it was
made known how some in town
wonder how projects and events
can be left up to volunteers.

After my prepared statement
which did not mention any names
or political views, a woman de-
cided to take the microphone
and, while on video tape, looked
at the 4 or 5 volunteers in the
public seating insinuating we
were there for timing of political
reasons, which 100 percent was
not the case.

I decided to rebut her state-
ment, and while walking away
stated “This is stupid”, which once
again you can hear on the audio
and the writer forgot to mention
was not on video.

If the woman has the percep-

tion of me calling her any names,
I do apologize, but that certainly
did not occur nor was implied.

This writer then prints I can be
seen looking at her saying stupid.
I asked about 6 or 7 folks who
attended this meeting (Bi-parti-
san if that even matters) as well
the individual filming the meeting
— and they all concur I did not do
such a thing — just made the
statement out of frustration, as
all good deeds seems to be over-
looked and are made political for
absolutely no reason at all.

I called as well as emailed the
writer to have a discussion about
the incident, and I was told I
would not be contacted — al-
though the writer seemed to be
interested in me as I was looked
into by asking others about me
as well, as checking my profile
via a media source.

Again, for those who know me
know that everything I do is for
other people, thus volunteering
is a big part of my life. It’s just
sad that folks like myself are
looked down upon when politics
are brought into the equation.

Scott Kessler
Garwood

New Jersey Transit  to Offer ‘One-Seat’
Ride After 8 p.m. In January ‘15

Deputy Mayor Lisa Adubato;
Roselle Park Councilman Carl
Hokanson; Scotch Plains Council-
man Llewellyn Jones; Fanwood
Councilman Jack Molenaar;
Westfield Councilmen Keith
Loughlin and Mark LoGrippo;
Somerville Councilwoman
Amanda O’Neill and Somerville
Councilman Thompson Mitchell.

School Board Results Told
For WF, CF, SP and GW

Local Letters to the Editor
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CRANFORD — Amateur As-
tronomers, Inc. (AAI), with its
home on the Cranford campus of
Union County College (UCC) since
1967, is one of the largest as-
tronomy clubs in the United
States. The William Miller Sperry
Observatory, located on the cam-
pus, holds two of the largest
telescopes available to the pub-
lic in the northeast. The East
Dome of the observatory holds a
10-inch f/15 refractor built by
AAI members and donated to the
college in 1972. The West Dome
holds a 24-inch f/11 Cassegrain
reflector purchased and owned
by AAI and installed in 1974.

AAI hosts a Qualified Observ-
ers course for members only
where they learn to operate the
24-inch and 10-inch telescopes.
Members also can learn astro-
photography and telescope mak-
ing. For information, contact
membership@asterism.org.

The observatory is open free to
the public every Friday evening
from 7:30 to 10:30 p.m. in all
weather, although the domes are
closed on cloudy nights. AAI hosts
a public astronomy talk at 8:30
p.m. Earlier programs for younger
audiences, such as Scout groups
and school children, must be
scheduled in advance by e-mail-
ing info@asterism.org. These
programs are tailored to the par-
ticular group and consist of such
topics as the Constellations, the
Solar System, and how to use
binoculars and star wheels.

The public is invited to look
through the 10-inch and 24-inch
dome telescopes and AAI mem-
bers’ telescopes set up outside
the observatory. Admission is
always free and ample free park-
ing is available. In addition, AAI
holds Star Parties at the Trailside
Nature and Science Center in
Mountainside and at Sandy Hook

State Park.
From September through May,

on the third Friday of the month,
AAI holds its monthly member-
ship meeting at 9 p.m. in The Roy
Smith Theatre in the Nomahegan
Building on the UCC campus.
Each month a professional guest
speaker from prominent univer-
sities such as Columbia, Rutgers
and Princeton, as well as NASA,
gives a presentation relating to
astronomy. These meetings also
are free and open to the public.
Paige Gioria, a third-year gradu-
ate student with CUNY’s Physics
Ph.D. Program, will be the
speaker for November. Her topic
will be “Brown Dwarfs, the Coolest
Objects.”

Area residents are advised that
the Sperry is an observatory and
not a planetarium. The tempera-
ture inside the domes is the same
as outside, and viewing of the
night sky is done in cramped
quarters in almost total dark-
ness. Such conditions may not
be suitable for very young chil-
dren.

For more information, visit
asterism.org or contact AAI at
the following address: Amateur
Astronomers, Inc., P.O. Box 111,
Garwood, N.J. 07027-0111.

Amateur Astronomers, Inc.
Has Offerings For All Ages

Presbyterian Church to Host
‘Joining Hands’ Missionary

CRANFORD — The First Pres-
byterian Church of Cranford will
host Presbyterian missionary
and Joining Hands for Life Bo-
livia representative Chenoa
Stock at its Presbytery-wide
event on Wednesday, Novem-
ber 12, at 7:30 p.m.

Ms. Stock will share her expe-
riences helping the poor of Bo-
livia, with a focus on water is-
sues and water contamination
due to mining activities. Light
refreshments will be served. The
church is located at 11 Spring-
field Avenue.

Ms. Stock currently serves as
a missionary in Bolivia in con-
junction with the Uniendo Manos
por la Vida (UMAVIDA) network,
where she works with the poor
to help them improve their own
lives. The network is the Boliv-
ian network for the Presbyte-
rian Church U.S.A. Joining
Hands for Life Program, an ini-
tiative of the Presbyterian Hun-
ger Program.

The Joining Hands for Life pro-
gram creates country networks
that are called to address root
causes of hunger, poverty and
injustice through various cam-
paigns that are based on every-
thing from education and aware-
ness building to political or leg-
islative change, with an overall
goal for long-term sustainable
change.

Ms. Stock’s UMAVIDA Network
focuses specifically around wa-
ter issues and water contami-
nation due to mining activities
in the area.

She originally came from Pitts-
burgh, Pa., where her parents
are both retired PC(USA) pas-
tors. Being raised in the church,
she has had a “mission” pres-

ence throughout her life. Ms.
Stock graduated with a degree
in early childhood education
from Wittenberg University and
previously did volunteer work
in India.

To respond to this event, or to
learn more about the First Pres-
byterian Church of Cranford, call
church administrator Carol Thee
at the church office at (908)
276-8440 or visit
firstprescranford.org. Any ques-
tions may be directed to Skip
Winter at (908) 625-9676 or
individuals may e-mail him at
ahwinterjr@aol.com.

CRANFORD
Tuesday, October 21, Richard

O’Connell, 47, of Keansburg was
arrested and charged with pos-
session of prescription medica-
tion and possession of parapher-
nalia following a motor vehicle
stop.

Friday, October 24, Dante
Allen, 20, Justice Dowdell, 20,
Jaha Howard, 18, and Sharif
Warden, 20, all residents of
Union, were arrested and
charged with possession of less
than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana and possession of para-
phernalia following a motor ve-
hicle stop.

Saturday, October 25, Victoria
Eze, 27, of Newark was charged
with driving while intoxicated
(DWI) and careless driving fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop.

Probitas Verus Honos

Bumble Bee Bazaar
On Tap Nov. 22

AREA — The Bumble Bee
Bazaar will be held on Satur-
day, November 22, from 8
a.m. to 3 p.m., at the Church
of the Assumption, Lower
Chiego Hall, 113 Chiego Place,
Roselle Park. Vendor tables
are $20. Interested persons
may call Diane Burgos at
(201) 522-8022 or e-mail
nany122@msn.com.

Cranford Hist. Soc.
To Salute Veterans

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Historical Society will have a
Veterans Day display at the
Hanson House, located at 38
Springfield Avenue, Cranford,
this Sunday, November 9, from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Visitors are invited to view
military vehicles on the lawn
and then to step inside to enjoy
displays from local historians
honoring the township’s citizens
who served during World War I,
World War II, Korea and Viet-
nam. Additionally, visitors will
have an opportunity to speak
with Cranford veterans who
served in Korea and Vietnam.

For more information, call the
Cranford Historical Society’s of-
fice at (908) 276-0082 or e-mail
cranfordhistoricalsociety@verizon.net.
Admission will be free but dona-
tions are always welcome. The
Historical Society is dedicated
to the perpetuation of Cranford’s
history by continuing to collect
and document the township’s
past. Interested persons also
are invited to visit
cranfordhistoricalsociety.com.

Rosary Altar Society
To Meet Next Week

GARWOOD — St. Anne’s Ro-
sary Altar Society of Garwood
will hold its next regular monthly
meeting on Thursday, Novem-
ber 13, at 7 p.m. It will take place
in the Knights of Columbus Hall,
located at 37 South Avenue,
Garwood. Parking is available
behind the hall on Willow Av-
enue.

President Christine Guerriero
will welcome all members and
call for committee reports. Jennie
Browne will give a report on the
recent bus trip to Atlantic City.
Guest speaker Angela Adams
from Overlook Medical Center
will discuss the topic of “Memory.”
All the women of the parish are
welcome to attend. Refreshments
will be served.

The next Rosary Sunday will be
December 7 and will be observed
with recitation of the rosary at
7:40 a.m., followed by Mass at 8
a.m., at St. Anne’s Roman Catho-
lic Church, located at 325 Sec-
ond Avenue, Garwood.
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