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l'ennemi du journaliste

DeMARTINO FIRES 4-HITTER, ROBERTSHAW SOLO HR; McCAFFREY DRIVES IN NORTON

Blue Devils Top Cougars, 4-1 in UCT Baseball Semifinals
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield
Leader and The Times

Blue Devil pitcher Brad
DeMartino and catcher Mike Ionta
figured out the right combination
and several teammates produced
timely hits to deliver the third-
seeded Westfield High School
baseball team a 4-1 victory over
the second-seeded Cranford Cou-
gars in the semifinals of the Union
County Tournament at Kean Uni-
versity in Union on May 3.

In his complete game,

DeMartino tossed a four-hitter,
not allowing more than one single
in any given inning, while walk-
ing none, striking out five and
hitting one batter.

The win put the 11-3 Blue Dev-
ils in the position to face the top-
seeded Governor Livingston (GL)
Highlanders, who defeated Day-
ton, 6-1, in the other semifinal.
Earlier in the season, GL nipped
Westfield, 1-0, in a pitchers’ duel
between GL’s Ethan Frohman,
now 6-0, and Jack Bunting.

“Our game plan was to mix it up
a lot. They like to jump on first-
pitch fastball, so Brad was doing

a great job of getting his off-
speed in the zone. We stuck with
it. Both of us knew what we
wanted to throw, and it was good.
We are ready to face Frohman
again. We are ready for the chal-
lenge,” Ionta said.

“We were clicking from the first
pitch of the game. Basically, our
main thing was to keep the ball
down. We feel that it’s easier,
because you don’t get those
tough hops on the turf [field].
Any time we get a lead, it calms
me down then you just go out
there and throw strikes. It’s so
much better,” DeMartino said.

Interestingly, it was the second
time in a week that the Blue
Devils beat Cranford when they
scored a run in the bottom of the

seventh to nip the Cougars, 5-4,
on April 29, and last year,
Cranford dominated the Blue
Devils with an 8-0 victory in the
UCT championship game.

“It’s funny, because last year
they were so good, that coming
to the game you had that weight
on your shoulder, but this year,
coming in we felt so much differ-
ent. We knew we would be able
to do it, so we set that intensity
high and played our game,”
DeMartino said.

The Blue Devils totaled seven
hits, and the intensity began early
when Matt Storcks slammed a
triple to right field off starting
pitcher Tommy Trotter and
scored on Ionta’s single to right

in the top of the first inning.
Throughout the season, Storcks
has been slapping extra base
hits all over the field.

“I am just trying to hit the ball
hard. I can hit the fastball. It’s all
about confidence,” said Storcks,
who added, “They beat us last
year, so it’s our turn to win.”

When leadoff hitter Anthony
Perconte gets on base, it just
gives Storcks extra incentive to
cash in with an RBI.

“Yes, because I know he’s go-
ing to steal. He’s fast,” Storcks
said.

The Blue Devils’ most influen-
tial inning was the second. Cal
Robertshaw led off with a solo
home run over the leftfield fence.
Chris Hogge dribbled an infield
single and advanced to second
when the throw sailed past theProbitas Verus Honos
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first baseman. Dan DoCampo laid
down a perfect bunt single,
prompting Cougar Head Coach
Dennis McCaffrey to bring Matt
Ravetier to the mound and shift
Trotter to his regular centerfield
position.

Perconte lofted an RBI sacrifice
fly to center, allowing Hogge to
score the third run then Ravetier
retired the next two batters to
minimize the damage.

“It’s my only home run this
year so far. I was just trying to
hit the ball hard somewhere and
it happened to go out. I didn’t try
to hit a homer. It was a fastball
right down the middle. He threw
me a similar pitch in my previous
at-bat and I saw it again and
swung,” said Robertshaw, who
added, “It feels great. We have
one more to go. Frohman is a
good pitcher, and we know we
are probably going to see him on
Saturday. We just got to focus

and put the ball in play against
him.”

Ravetier permitted only a single
to Marc Luino in the third then
the 10-5 Cougars got their only
run in the bottom of the inning.
Joe Norton slashed a leadoff
single and John Oblachinski ab-
sorbed a fastball on the foot.
Trotter moved both runners a
slot with a sac bunt then Jack
McCaffrey rolled an RBI
groundout to short.

In the fourth, Perconte drew a
walk with two outs then stole
second unopposed. Tyler Bow-
man lined an RBI double be-
tween left and center and at-
tempted to stretch it to a triple,
but the relay was on time for the
third out.

The Cougars appeared to offer
a threat when Pat Knight, who
had a leadoff single in the sec-
ond, did it again with a single in
the fourth, but DeMartino got

the next two batters to ground
out then fanned the third.

Ravetier retired nine of the next

10 batters, yielding only a walk
to Bowman in the seventh, but
Robertshaw drilled a dangerous

shot to center in the sixth only to
have the fleet-footed Trotter snag
it.

“It felt good off the bat, but
Trotter was out there and he
covers a lot of ground. There was
nothing I can do about that one,”
Robertshaw said.

In Ravetier’s six innings on the
mound, he allowed just one run
on two hits and two walks, while
striking out two. DeMartino im-
proved to 2-1.

“I know we have good pitching
to keep us in games. All I ask is
five runs please! Just five runs!
We scored four. This year we are
struggling a little. What we need
to do is figure out a way to score
runs against Frohman. He is very
good. GL is a very good team. We
have gotten better. They have
gotten better,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Bob Brewster said.
Westfield 120 100 0 4
Cranford 001 000 0 1

Westfield Blue Devils Top Cranford Cougars, 4-1, in Union County Tournament Semifinal

More photos on next page
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Raider Boys Place Second, Blue Devils Sixth at Union County Track & Field Relays

Story on page 14

of The Westfield Leader

More photos next page
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Raider Boys Place Second, Blue Devils Sixth at Union County Track & Field Relays

More photos next page
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Blue Devil Girls Finish 2nd, Raiders 5th at Union County Track & Field Relays

More photos next page



BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-8  Thursday, May 8, 2014

goleader.com/ballyhoo

Blue Devil Girls Finish 2nd, Raiders 5th at Union County Track & Field Relays



BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-9  Thursday, May 8, 2014

goleader.com/ballyhoo

* Union County Mudturtles Mix it up on ‘Rugby Day’ at Unami Park on April 27 *

Mudturtle girls on next page
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Raider Laxmen Hold Off Cougars in Union County Tournament Quarterfinal, 12-10

Story on page 14

of The Westfield Leader

More photos next page
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By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — The board of
health gave its quarterly update
to the township committee
Monday night at the committee’s
workshop meeting. Megan
Avallone of the Westfield Regional
Health Department asked the
township to establish an
ordinance to license
establishments that sell
electronic smoking devices in the
township.

“They target minors. They
have flavors such as bubble gum,
vanilla cherry soda, cupcake,”
Ms. Avallone said.

“It is not being
enforced…Middle-school kids are
vaping. They are getting it
somewhere,” Commissioner Tom
Hannen, Jr. added. “I’m good
with this so we have a means by
which to enforce.”

On another matter, the
property of 44 Brookdale Place
has received a violation for debris
on the residential property. “They
were given a two-week notice to
clean out the property,” Ms.
Avallone said. “They will be issued
tickets…and they will be fined,”
Ms. Avallone said if the property
is not cleaned up.

Ms. Avallone asked the
township committee to consider
revising its ordinance for these
situations from general debris to
specify the types of debris.

Jeff Hillsinger, son-in-law of
the man who owns the property,
said he has been cleaning out the
yard and said he would have it
cleared out in 60 days.

Next-door neighbor Judy
Vanover was furious with what
she said has been a problem for
20 years. She handed out photos
to the committee.

“I sit in that back yard with my

grandchildren; there is gas fumes,
diesel fumes, compressors going
off, motors backfiring…I pay over
$16,000 in taxes and this is what
I get? I did not move to a residential
area to live next door to a
junkyard,” Ms. Vanover said. She
also said the man has rented a
room of his house to vagrants,
some of who have been criminals.

Colby Lane residents who have
spoken out against Union County
College (UCC) clear-cutting some
700 trees on 4.3 acres of a wooded
area situated across the street
from their homes to make way for
a turf, lacrosse and soccer field, a
six-lane running track and a
jumping pit put up a poster of
photos showing flooded yards and
streets near the proposed site after
the rainstorm May 1.

Planning Board member Ann
Steinbach said she went for a bike
ride over by the wooded area at
UCC and she said some trees were
taken down.

Mike Norman of Colby Lane
said, “If they put 50,000 more
gallons of water into Nomahegan
Lake, all those houses are going to
be flooded… We couldn’t hold the
water that was there now. It was
over the banks.”

The residents have started UC
Neighbors United, UCNU.org. The
organizations now have over 1,500
signatures on a petition against
the turf field.

 “We are talking about the
possibility of getting the county to
get involved on our behalf,” Mayor
Andis Kalnins said.

Randy Lowe of Colby Lane said
Springfield Avenue was washed
over with water near Dryer Farms.

Tony DiGiovanni, vice-
president of the Cranford Soccer
Club and resident of Forest Avenue,
said for the last 40 years the club
has been saving to renovate a field
in Cranford. He said the Orange
Avenue School would be an “ideal

location for a larger sports
complex” and proposed the site
be offered as an alternate to UCC.

Township Administrator Terence
Wall said in his report that UCC was
unresponsive and refused to send
a copy of the request for bids for
tree service. Mr. Wall picked up the
bid request at the college and said
the bid was mislabeled as a
shredding bid. “It should be thrown
out,” Mr. Wall said.

A new police personnel policy
was presented by Police Chief
James Wozniak. Commissioners
Mary O’Connor and Robert
D’Ambola both agreed that the
Cranford Police Department should
hold the same standards as the
State Police.

The State Police requires an
associate’s degree or 60 college
credits and at least 24 months of
satisfactory employment or
military experience, or 30 college
credits and 24 months of active
military duty with an honorable
discharge, Chief Wozniak said.

Police Lieutenant Edward
Davenport gave an update of
pedestrian safety. “Around 2010,
we had 766 crashes in Cranford,
and 2 percent were pedestrian
crashes. Over the last two years
we have been less than 1 percent,”
Lt. Davenport said.

Centennial Village will receive
a free decorative crosswalk at
Centennial Avenue and Elm Street,
where there are no traffic signals.
The company providing and
installing the product will do the
project as a test pilot.

The rainstorm of April 30/May
1 was less than a 25-year storm,
Township Engineer Richard
Marsden said in his engineering
update. He said the rainwaters did
not breach the levees, but was
very close in some areas. On
average it was less than a foot
from the levee, he said. He said
Casino Brook breached early.

CF Urges Freeholders to
Oppose UCC Sports Field
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township
committee voted Tuesday night
to approve a resolution urging
the Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders to oppose con-
struction of Union County
College’s proposed sports field
at the Cranford campus and as-
sist in locating an alternative to
its sports complex location.

“We passed a resolution back
in March voicing our united op-
position to this project. We are
now asking the freeholders to
take the same stand, and calling
on the college to permanently
abandon its plans to develop the
project at that site,” Deputy
Mayor Lisa Adubato said.

The township, the Cranford En-
vironmental Commission, the
Rahway River Watershed and the

Cranford Board of Education have
also sent letters opposing the
project at the site, resident Bar-
bara Krause said.

The township has lost some 900
trees due to Hurricanes Irene and
Sandy, not including trees on resi-
dences, Mrs. Krause stated.

“The problem with this…is the
location. It is nonsensical for
learned, well-educated people to
destroy 700 trees of forest to
accommodate this facility,” Mrs.
Krause said. She called it “irre-
sponsible” to do so in a town that
floods.

She said the college’s “Fact and
Fiction” sheet it distributed states
it will replace 1,500 trees, but was
not depicted on the project plans.

“In the journal Nature…older
trees surpassed younger trees at
absorbing more carbon and ab-
sorbing more carbon in a single

Photo courtesy of Marlene Buckman
HISTORY REPEATS ITSELF...Heavy rains on April 30 caused flooding in
Nomehegan Park in Cranford and in other areas throughout the region.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Cranford Committee Gets Reports
On Health, Recent Rainstorm
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COMMUNITY SPIRIT...Tom Philip is congratulated by Union County Master
Gardeners Richard Leister, who also is current treasurer, and Joanne Krueger,
manager of the Master Gardeners’ Demonstration Gardens, upon successful
completion of his Eagle Scout Service Project. Tom designed, built and donated
to the Master Gardeners three portable workstations, also pictured, that will
allow persons with disabilities to garden at the Master Gardeners’ Trailside
compound in Mountainside.

New Eagle Scout Tom Philip
Helps Disabled to Garden

CRANFORD — Recently-in-
ducted Eagle Scout Tom Philip,
17, of Cranford will finally see the
good results of his Eagle Scout
Service Project on Sunday, May
18, when the Master Gardeners
of Union County hold their 25th
Annual Spring Garden Fair and
Plant Sale. The Fair will run from
noon to 5 p.m., rain or shine, at
the Master Gardeners’ Trailside
Demonstration Gardens in the
Watchung Reservation in
Mountainside.

Tom designed, built and do-
nated to the Master Gardeners
three portable, handicapped-ac-
cessible, raised gardening work-
stations for use by persons with
disabilities. On May 22, after the

Fair, students from the Cranford
campus of the Cerebral Palsy
League will visit the Master Gar-
deners’ Trailside compound to
garden, for the first time, in Tom’s
raised workstations.

The workstations are con-
structed of cedar to ensure lon-
gevity, and were designed and
pre-cut with the help of Tom’s
grandfather, Kenneth Tietjens.
Cranford Troop No. 80 Scouts
helped him assemble the beds.
The project took 115 man hours
to complete.

To fund the project, Tom raised
$500 through the sale of mus-
tard from a secret family recipe.
He also garnered a $100 dona-
tion from Lowe’s and a $200
grant from the Master Garden-
ers.

“Tom’s portable workstations
will help make our Demo Gar-
dens more inclusive to all visi-
tors,” said Master Gardener Pub-
licity Chairwoman T.J. Karns.
“Easier access is the key. Our
new greenhouse and surround-
ing area feature paved walkways,
handicapped-parking spaces and
a patio safe for wheelchair ac-
cess. Tom’s beautiful worksta-
tions are in sync with this sce-
nario.”

Tom will graduate from
Cranford High School in June and
will enter the College of William
and Mary in fall 2014. He is the
son of Laura and Steve Philip.

Boy Scout Troop No. 80 meets
on Mondays, 7:30 to 9 p.m., at
the First Presbyterian Church in
Cranford.

Since 2002, the Union County
Master Gardeners have produced
more than 21,360 pounds of veg-
etables, fruit and herbs for dona-
tion to local food pantries and
soup kitchens in Union County.
For more information, call Judi
LaGanga at (908) 964-3654 or
visit mastergardeners-uc.org.

Garwood Seniors Post
Staaten Trip May 20

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Senior Citizens Club has planned
its first trip of the year for Tues-
day, May 20, to see an all-star
production at Ligreci’s Staaten
in Staten Island, N.Y. The show
will be a USO Stars and Stripes
Extravaganza of comedy and
music of Americana from Broad-
way to San Francisco and from
Texas to the Heartlands.

Tickets are $50 for Garwood
seniors and $55 for non-resi-
dents. The bus will leave from
the Garwood Firehouse on South
Avenue at 10:15 a.m. and re-
turn at approximately 5 p.m. A
complete luncheon is included
in the price of the ticket. For
additional information or to
make reservations, call Mary
Spina at (908) 789-0127.

All senior residents of Garwood,
age 55 and older, are welcome to
join the club. Refreshments are
served at meetings, and bingo is
played after a short business
meeting. The Garwood Senior
Citizens Club meets on the first
and third Thursdays of every
month at noon at the Garwood
Firehouse Meeting Hall.

year than a younger tree in all of
its lifetime,” Mrs. Krause said.

The Mayor’s Council on Rahway
River Watershed Flood Control
met and unanimously agreed to
two recommendations, which
were the option to put a control
structure in the Orange Reser-
voir and channelization and el-
evations of homes in Cranford,
Mayor Andis Kalnins said.

The township committee be-
gan the meeting by announcing
three proclamations: the Mayor’s
Wellness Campaign, Preeclamp-
sia Awareness Month and Police
Week (May 11-17). May 14 was
established as Peace Officer Me-
morial Day.

Two of Cranford’s police offic-
ers will participate in the Police
Unity Tour by riding bicycles to
Washington, D.C. on a two-day
trip to raise awareness of officers
who died in the line of duty. The
North Jersey tour begins next
Friday, May 16, in East Hanover.

The St. Michael’s Cranford Jun-
ior Varsity Green Boys Basketball
Team was presented with certifi-
cates of recognition for the team’s
17-3 season. The team won the
Suburban Catholic League Tour-
nament Championship.

The Downtown Management
Corporation’s (DMC) budget of
$178,734 was unanimously
adopted. “This represents a flat
special improvement level,”
Mayor Kalnins said.

Lincoln Park East parking rules
will change after the committee
approved amending two ordinances
that will prohibit parking at certain
portions of the roadway. “We have
had a lot of trouble with people
navigating that bend,” said Com-
missioner Mary O’Connor, who
spearheaded the undertaking.

The committee passed an ordi-
nance to license establishments
that sell electronic smoking de-
vices in the township. This ordi-
nance would allow the board of
health to monitor the sales of
these devices to minors. New

Jersey state law prohibits the
sale of these devices to persons
under the age of 18, Commis-
sioner Tom Hannen, Jr. said.

It was announced that five-
and-a-half inches of rain fell dur-
ing the rainstorm last week. Most
of the flooding inside homes was
from sanitary sewers backing up.

“Sump pumps hooked up to the
sanitary sewer pipes is unlaw-
ful,” Mr. Hannen said.

Mayor Kalnins requested that any-
one with photos of the Birchwood
area depicting floodwaters from
the recent rainstorm e-mail them
to him or the township clerk to aid
in the township’s suit opposing the
development there.

“There are issues with the

PSE&G manhole with this storm,”
Commissioner Robert D’Ambola
said. He said the sewer system is
over 100 years old and is in need
of repair.

The new traffic lights are on at
Centennial Avenue and Hillside
Avenue, Mr. D’Ambola announced.
He said they are flashing now and
will be fully functioning soon.

This Saturday at 11 a.m., a
presentation on New Jersey bats
will be given at the Cranford
Community Center, where two
bats can also be seen by attend-
ees to the event.

Also, Relay for Life will take
place in the township Friday and
Saturday, May 16 and 17. In
addition, The Church of the As-
sumption in Roselle Park will hold
its Italian Feast Thursday through
Sunday, June 5 to 8.

CR Urges Freeholders to Oppose UCC Sports Fields
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