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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

No tricks, nothing super spe-
cial! Just business as usual for
this year’s Cranford High School
baseball team that is focusing on
blending into a well-oiled ma-
chine once again.

With a well-oiled machine last
year, the Cougars won their
eighth Union County Tourna-
ment championship with an 8-0
victory over Westfield. Next,
they won the North Jersey, Sec-
tion 2, Group 3 crown with a 5-
1 win over South Plainfield then
they won their third Group 3
title in four years with a 4-2
victory over Burlington Town-
ship to finish 25-1 to earn the
No. 1 ranking in New Jersey.
The Cougars defeated Ocean

City, 15-3, in 2010 and Free-
hold, 4-1, in 2012.

Despite graduating super star
pitcher Ryan Williamson, who
finished 11-0 last year and will
play at the University of North
Carolina, and star catcher Chris
Folinusz (Rutgers), this year’s
Cougars have a stable of seven
pitchers and two fine candidates
to fill in behind the plate.

The pitchers include: seniors
Tom Trotter and Matt Ravetier,
juniors Eric Donohue, Pat Knight
and James Campbell, and
sophomores Tom Feeney and
Garrett Forrestal. Senior Sam
Scheer and junior Liam Duffy
will be the catchers.

Depending on the pitching ro-
tation, Duffy and Donohue will
also play first base. Juniors Al

Garguilo and Mike Niewinski will
play second base, and sopho-
more Joe Norton is expected to
play shortstop. Senior John
Oblachinski will occupy third
base. The outfield will consist of
Ravetier, Trotter, senior Jack
McCaffrey, junior Mike Gamba,
Knight and Forrestal.

“The team is working very hard
every day. We are hoping to
take the same approach of one
game at a time and getting bet-
ter as the season progresses,”
Cougar Head Coach Dennis
McCaffrey said.

SRs TOMMY TROTTER STRONG ON BASES, B.A.; JOHN OBLACHINSKI ON DEFENSE AT THIRD

Cougar Baseballers’ Focus, Fundamentally Sound Ball

Last year, Trotter was the lead-
off hitter and he sizzled with a
.440 batting average [BA] (40-
for-91) with six doubles and 20
RBI. He led the team with 28
runs scored and 16 stolen bases.
Oblachinski was solid at third
base. McCaffrey and Scheer had
respective batting averages of
.300 and .381. Ravetier, in 43
innings, fanned 19, walked five
and finished with a 4-1 record
and a 2.77 ERA. Garguilo broke
into the lineup and finished with
a .357 BA

However, the Cougars never
pick team captains and accord-
ing to Coach McCaffrey, “never
will have team captains.”

Throughout the years, the Cou-
gars under Coach McCaffrey
were solid in every aspect of the
game and were notoriously
crafty on the bases.

“Every guy in the lineup, one
through nine, is expected to hit,
run and steal. They all must be
able to play fundamentally sound
baseball,” Coach McCaffrey said.

The Cougars’ season opener
will be at Elizabeth on Tuesday,
April 1, at 4 p.m. They then will
be in Linden on Friday, April 4, at
4 p.m. On Tuesday, April 8, at 4
p.m., the Cougars will travel to
Westfield to play the Blue Dev-
ils, the only team to beat them
last year.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PLAY AT SECOND…The Cougars hosted Marlboro in a scrimmage game last week in prep for the regular season.

Story on page 15

of The Westfield Leader



BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-2  Thursday, March 27, 2014

goleader.com/ballyhoo

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Large numbers but few veter-
ans have put Cranford High
School boys Head Coach Kerry
Drexler and girls Head Coach
John Schiano in the tough situa-
tion of finding the right person-
nel to fill the many vacant spots
in track & field this season.

Each team has about 100 stu-
dents on the squad and most are
freshmen and sophomores. Se-
niors Pat Lynch, Rob
O’Shaughnessy and Connor
McMahon have been selected
team captains for the boys, and
seniors Jenna Ellenbacher and
Laura Van Horn have been se-
lected for the girls.

“Numbers wise, we had a great
turnout this year, but we have
very few returning people. Pat
Lynch, obviously, being one of
them, Rob O’Shaughnessy. They
are seniors, who are going to
have to step up in the throwing
events and the jumping events
to help us out. Otherwise, we are
looking for some freshmen or

sophomores to fill in the blanks,”
Coach Drexler said.

The Cougar boys graduated sev-
eral stars, including Rob Kessler
(field), Jake Waleski and Reggie
Green (sprints), and Tom Feeney
(distance)

“Now we have to rebuild and
find some people to fill in those
shoes of the people who left. We
have a lot of people to work with.
It’s just finding those people to
step up. We have a lot of finding
out to do,” Coach Drexler said.

Probably the Cougar boys’ best
strength is in the field events
with seniors O’Shaughnessy and
Mike Pastor, and sophomore Will
Fries competing in the shot put
and discus. Sophomore Jack
Schetelich and senior Troy Kettler
will toss the javelin.

Lynch, who will be heading to
Notre Dame next fall, will be a
definite asset in the pole vault,
and juniors Joe Kugelman and
Andrew Licks, who both qualified
for Groups in indoor track, will
compete in the high jump.

The sprinters and sprint relays

will consist of Lynch, Schetelich
and juniors Matt Van Pelt and
Mike Murphy. Van Pelt is also
expected to compete in the 400
hurdles.

McMahon will be the leading
Cougar in the distance events.

“He did a great job in the win-
ter, stepping up and making it to
the Groups indoor. I hope he
continues that upward swing into
the Spring,” Coach Drexler said.

As for the girls, “We have a lot
of new faces so right now we are
trying to get a feel for who can
contribute in what areas. We are
looking to build off of our accom-
plishments from the indoor sea-

Cougar Boys & Girls Looking to Fill Many Spots in Track
son,” Coach Schiano said.

Some of the stronger returning
athletes are seniors Ellenbacher,
Van Horn and Ashley McGuire
who will be the workhorses in the
sprinting events. Junior Anna
Fitch and sophomore Kiera Hurley
will also compete in the sprints.

“Jenna Ellenbacher was a sec-
tional champion in the 400
meters. She looks to defend her
conference and county titles in
the 400 Intermediate Hurdles.
The 4x400-meter relay team of
Ellenbacher, Laura Van Horn,
Kiera Hurley and Anna Fitch were
also sectional champions and look
to extend their success into the

outdoor season,” Coach Schiano
noted.

Sophomore Amanda Bush is ex-
pected to be a leader in the
distance events. Juniors Jordan
Carney, Megan Romanovich and
Keara Reilly, and senior Kelly
Schoustra will also compete in
the distance events.

The throwing events will in-
clude juniors Mara Giga, Maranda
Brown, Erin Meixner and Susanna
Jaramillo, and sophomore Alex
Milan.

The Cougars will open their sea-
son at home against Westfield
and Plainfield on Tuesday, April
1, at 4 p.m.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PREPPING FOR THE REGULAR SEASON...The Cranford Cougars boys lacrosse team had a scrimmage game with the
New Providence Pioneers last week at Memorial Field in Cranford in preparation for the regular season.

David B. Corbin (April 2013 Files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HIGHER HEIGHTS...Cougar Pat Lynch competes in the pole vault

Story on page 16

of The Westfield Leader

Photo on page 16

of The Westfield Leader
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Garwood Mayor Quattrocchi
Faces Primary Challenge

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Mayor Pat
Quattrocchi will face a challenge
from first-time candidate Sal
Piarulli in the Republican Primary
in June as she bids for a second
four-year term.

Mr. Piarulli, a marketing execu-
tive who filed his candidacy pa-
pers on Monday, has never run
for political office, having moved
into Garwood seven years ago
from East Rutherford. He also
has lived in Caldwell and West
Orange.

Although he has the support of
Republican Councilman Jim
Mathieu, Mr. Piarulli said he is

not affiliated himself with the
outspoken conservative, who has
had several terse exchanges with
both Mayor Quattrocchi and fel-
low Republican Councilman Mike
Martin.

“This is nothing personal,” Mr.
Piarulli said. “It’s not ideology,
it’s leadership. I think we need
somebody to grab hold of every-
body and get things done. Enough
of the bickering. I have four kids.
That’s kind of what the council
meetings are like.”

Mayor Quattrocchi, whose hus-
band, John, is the borough’s Re-
publican Committee chairman,
said she was aware of Mr. Piarulli’s
candidacy, but has not met him.

As of Tuesday, she had not filed
her candidacy papers but planned
to by the Monday, March 31,
deadline for the June 3 Primary.
The mayor touted the Athletic
Field Complex as one of her ma-
jor achievements, declaring vic-
tory for getting it started after 10
years of inaction.

“I’ve made myself available to
the residents,” she said. “I’m a
full-time mayor. I’m retired, so I
meet with seniors. I’m willing to
talk to people, call them back. I
think that’s important.”

The council seats of Sara Todisco
and Louis Petruzzelli, both Demo-
crats, also will be up for election,
with their three-year terms expir-
ing. Both said Tuesday that they
will be running.

Local Democratic Committee
Chairman Charles Lombardo
would not say who his party would
support for mayor, but that it
would have a candidate by
Monday’s filing deadline.

Mayor Quattrocchi said Carol
Kearney and Richard Dolan will
vie for the seats on the Republi-
can organizational line. When
approached at Tuesday’s council
meeting, both Ms. Kearney and
Mr. Dolan would only say they
have not committed to run.

Last year, Mr. Lombardo said
he called 100 people personally
to recruit candidates for the
Democratic line to contest the
council seats held by Mr. Mathieu
and Steve Blaufeder, but could
not find anyone willing to run.
Mr. Mathieu ran without the en-
dorsement of the Garwood Re-
publican Committee and was re-
elected. Mr. Martin won and re-
placed Mr. Blaufeder.

“People don’t want to commit,”
Mr. Lombardo said. “It’s not only
home (responsibilities). It’s eco-
nomical, and people tend not to
get involved.”

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Homeowners can
expect to pay about $39 more
in taxes for a home assessed at
$100,000 next year according
to the budget introduced at the
council meeting Tuesday night.

Finance Committee Chair-
woman Sara Todisco made the
announcement, saying that
some of the revisions were due
to cuts in the appropriations for
a redevelopment plan for the
largely abandoned Garwood
Paperboard plant on North Av-
enue ($5,000), implementation
of the affordable-housing plan
($4,500) and the amount paid
for employee pensions
($30,000).

However, new costs concerns

also were accounted for. Since
the borough already has spent
$17,000 for salt and another
$25,000 in overtime this winter
for snow removal, the commit-
tee boosted next year’s snow
costs by $20,000. New assess-
ments from the Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority added
about $4,000. With all the
changes, the committee was
able to cut about $10,000 from
the original budget of $7.6-mil-
lion.

It lowers the original estimated
tax levy to 1.03 percent from
the 1.21 percent announced at
a special budget meeting on
March 6.

Even with the lower numbers,
the council unanimously ap-

Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader
HELPING HAND...Garwood crossing guard Rose Mary Snow thanks Police
Chief Bruce Underhill at Tuesday’s council meeting for the performance of two
officers who helped an unidentified woman open her locked car at the Garwood
“Y” on March 12.CF Requests NJDEP Hearing

On Birchwood Ruling
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

 Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Birchwood Av-
enue developer Cranford De-
velopment Associates (CDA)
was granted a 30-day exten-
sion on the township’s appeal of
the court’s rul ing on the
Birchwood Avenue develop-
ment, Township Attorney Diane
Dabulas said in response to resi-
dent Liz Sweeney’s inquiry dur-
ing the public comment portion
of the township committee’s
workshop meeting on Monday.

Cranford Township also filed
an appeal of the New Jersey
Department of Environmental
Protection (NJDEP) ruling and
requested a hearing. “It is not
mandatory that the court, the
(NJDEP) commissioner give a
hearing,” Ms. Dabulas said.

Resident Frank Krause urged
the committee to invite Gover-

nor Chris Christie to hold a town
hall meeting in Cranford.

“We are asking him to come
into Cranford and look at the
overall situation and see how
he can help,” Mr. Krause said.

“Personally, I would be more
than happy for him to come,”
Mayor Andis Kalnins said.

“I would like to second Dr.
Krause’s idea,” Ms. Sweeney
said.

Government funding of Blue
Acres projects may be had in
Cranford. “We have a meeting
on the 31st with the NJDEP to
talk about Blue Acres and other
flooding issues,” Mayor Kalnins
said.

Blue Acres is an acquisition
program administered by the
DEP’s Green Acres program that
allows for the acquisition of flood
prone properties from willing

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Garwood Council
Introduces Budget
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Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
FUTURE LEADERS...Cranford High School students Thomas Philip, right,
and Maria Schwartz, second from left, shadow the commissioners Monday
during the township committee workshop meeting. Thomas and Maria are both
members of the government club at the high school.

CF Introduces $34.9 Mil.
Budget, $6 Million Bond
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

 Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The township com-
mittee introduced a $34.9-million
2014 budget Tuesday that would
raise taxes 0.7 percent. An aver-
age assessed home of $181,600
would see a $13 increase in taxes
Tuesday.

The committee also discussed
bonding $6 million for capital im-
provements. $4 million of which
could go to street repair. Deputy
Mayor Lisa Adubato said she would
like to see an aggressive plan for
street repairs in the township. She
reiterated her sentiments at
Monday’s agenda meeting about
some of the streets not being
repaved since the ’60s, when they
are to be paved every 20 years.
The bond would increase taxes by
$39 per household.

“I think we can put more than $4
million to the roads,” Mayor Andis
Kalnins said.

“Some of the streets are total
failure,” said Commissioner Rob-
ert D’Ambola.

A budget hearing will be held
Thursday, April 3, and Tuesday,
April 15, from 6 to 8 p.m.

After some discussion in the last
few weeks, the committee intro-
duced a resolution opposing the
turf field and a non-regulation size,
six-lane track proposed to break
ground this year at the Cranford
campus of Union County College
(UCC). The field would be near the
Cranford-Westfield border. About
700 trees on over four acres of
forested land would be removed
to build the field.

Colby Lane residents have voiced

sellers and then to be used as
open space. The idea is to buy
out homes in a cluster that could
make up an open space.

Also on March 31, the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers is to
present, in a closed session with
the The Mayors Council Rahway
River Watershed Flood Control, its
benefit/cost ratio for the seven
alternatives that have been stud-
ied to mitigate the impacts of
Rahway River flooding.

Union County College’s (UCC)

plans to build a turf field and track
on its Cranford campus was syn-
thesized in a “PR blast,” resident
Barbara Krause told the commit-
tee. She provided them with a
copy of the documents.

Commissioner Thomas Hannen,
Jr. asked why the ordinance to
oppose the field was not on the
agenda for Tuesday. Mayor Kalnins
said he wanted to bring it up for
discussion since UCC has since
said it would agree to a Develop-
ment Review Committee meeting

and a voluntary planning board
review.

“It is a courtesy without im-
pact. Even if the planning board
says no, they still can build it…
We don’t want the field back
there, that is all,” Commissioner
Hannen said.

 “I think we have to send a
message that is strong and clear
that we are not for this project
– loss of trees, the water flow,
increase the flooding in the area,
the parking, the crowds,” Com-
missioner Robert D’Ambola later
said.

“There is no reason why they
have to dump this in a flood
sensitive area,” Mr. D’Ambola
said.

Township Engineer Richard
Marsden, Jr. also had concerns
with noise and light buffering.
“It has to buffer or not be there,”
Mr. Marsden said.

 “You don’t want to change
the character of the soil; it will
kill the trees already there,” Mr.
Marsden said.

The field also would incorpo-
rate a track. The committee
said it is not a regulation-size
track and so it could not be used
for official events.

Deputy Mayor Lisa Adubato pro-
posed allocating two thirds of the
township’s capital surplus to road
repair. “What I am proposing is
we take an aggressive approach
to road repair. We have not re-
ally had a solid program of pav-
ing. There are streets in the town
since the ’60s that have not been
paved. Usually you are on a 20
year life cycle,” Ms. Adubato said.
“There is $400,000 in that fund.
I would suggest using $300,000,
which would allow us to bond $4
million to roads and $2 million to
other projects.”

The tax impact would be $39
per average household per year,
she said. “I believe that is a
reasonable amount for an infra-
structure. If we don’t address it…
it will plague us more and more.”

proved an ordinance that al-
lows it to exceed the inflation or
cost of living allowance (COLA)
rate of 0.5 percent.

The 1977 New Jersey State Lo-
cal Government Cap Law limits
the council to spending increases
of 2.5 percent or the state-de-
termined COLA, whichever is
lower. The state-determined
COLA for this year is 0.5 percent.

However, the cap law also per-
mits towns to adopt an ordi-
nance allowing them to spend
as much as 3.5 percent more
than the previous year’s bud-
get. In Garwood’s case, that is
$202,606.71. Any money not
spent this year can be reserved in
a “cap bank” that can be used for
the following year’s budget.

The council, at its March 11 meet-
ing, rejected an attempt by Coun-
cilman Jim Mathieu to separate
the exceeding of the COLA portion
of the ordinance from the cap
bank provision. At Tuesday’s meet-
ing, Mr. Mathieu voted along with
the rest of the council.

“It was clear I wasn’t going to
get any support,” Mr. Mathieu said
after the meeting. “I can’t do this
by myself.”

The council also approved an
ordinance establishing 16 com-
muter, or permit, parking
spaces at the Garwood ShopRite

and another five at the John F.
Kennedy Plaza near the inter-
section of Center Street and
North Avenue.

The spaces will cost $100 per
quarter at JFK Plaza and $50
per quarter at ShopRite for
Garwood residents and $75 for
non-Garwood residents.

Also the issue of spraying her-
bicide along the Garwood Brook
was referred to the building and
grounds committee after Ms.
Todisco relayed the board of
health’s request that the coun-
cil revisit the matter.

The board of health wants the
spraying, Ms. Todisco said, so
vegetation is removed and traps
can be baited to catch rats. This
was contrary to the Streets,
Roads and Ecology Committee’s
recommendation that the bor-
ough not spray this year and
adhere to a plan that called for
spraying once every two years.
The brook was treated last year,
Councilman and Streets Com-
mittee Chairman Bill Nierstedt
noted.

The council appeared to dis-
miss the suggestion of hiring a
construction or project man-
ager for the $3.2-million Ath-
letic Field Complex (AFC) after
hearing the cost. After much

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Gwd Council Introduces Budget

CF Requests NJDEP Hearing on Birchwood Ruling

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Cranford Hist. Soc. to Hold
Art Glass Program Sunday

CRANFORD — The Cranford His-
torical Society will present “Early
American Art Glass: Tiffany,
Quezal, Durand” with Vic Bary
this Sunday, March 30, from 2 to
4 p.m. at the Crane-Phillips House
Museum. The program will begin
at 2:15 p.m. The Crane-Phillips
House Museum is located at 124
North Union Avenue in Cranford.

Art glass, hand-blown vases
and lamp shades made for deco-
rative purposes flourished from
the turn of the 20th century to
the Great Depression. Its earli-
est incarnations were influenced
by the Art Nouveau movement,
and sought to mimic natural
forms, such as the jack-in-the-
pulpit, gourds and various flow-
ers. It also drew from the forms
used by historical cultures and
from recent discoveries of an-
cient Egyptian burial sites.

Louis Comfort Tiffany (1848-
1933) was the earliest and most
prominent force in the produc-
tion of American art glass, aided
by an artistic eye and a family

fortune. Individuals who were
either glass mixers or glass blow-
ers for Tiffany would be central
to two of the great successor
American art glass firms — the
Quezal Art Glass and Decorating
Company and the “fancy shop”
Victor Durand, Jr.’s Vineland Flint
Glass Works.

Mr. Bary, a Cranford Historical
Society trustee and art glass col-
lector, will lead an historical and
visual tour through the output of
these three important American
art glass firms with copious visu-
als and a few examples.

Admission will be free. Space is
limited so reservations are re-
quired. To reserve a seat, call the
Historical Society office at (908)
276-0082 or e-mail
cranfordhistoricalsociety@verizon.net.
Established in 1928, the Cranford
Historical Society, a non-profit
organization, is dedicated to the
preservation and perpetuation of
Cranford’s history. For more in-
formation, visit
cranfordhistoricalsociety.com.

debate in several meetings ear-
lier this year, Councilman and
AFC liaison Louis Petruzzelli  dis-
closed to the council that the
borough had received two bids
for the position, one costing
$137,585 from CME Associates
of Parlin, N.J., and another of
$139,500 from Pinnacle Consult-
ing and Construction of Newark.

The AFC on the south side of
the borough between Oak and
New Streets and Rankin Av-
enue is scheduled to be com-
pleted in late June or early July,
Mr. Petruzzelli said, more than
a year behind schedule.

The council approved pay up-
grades for police officers Chris-
topher Czachorowski  and An-
drew Horan, and also instructed
Borough Clerk Christ ina
Ariemma to seek bids for a la-
bor attorney to conduct the ne-
gotiations in contract talks with
the patrolmen’s union.

The police committee, chaired
by Councilman Mike Martin, was
asked to investigate complaints
of speeding vehicles on Fourth
Avenue.

“Since the issue and concern
is out there, we obviously
haven’t adequately addressed
it,” Mr. Nierstedt said.

And the council took no action
on Mr. Mathieu’s request for a
resolution supporting a bill lan-
guishing in committee at the
state capitol that would bar sea-
sonal employees, such as cross-
ing guards, from collecting un-
employment benefits. Mayor Pat
Quattrocchi said her contacts in
Trenton said the Republican-
sponsored measure had virtu-
ally no chance of getting out of
the committee.

Despite about 15 minutes of
debate, Mr. Mathieu was unable
to get anyone to second his mo-
tion to introduce the resolution.

Gwd Council Introduces Budget

their concern of flooding and noise
to UCC, resident Barbara Krause
has said to the committee.

In the resolution, the township
states that the site plans of the
field project show “less than 20
feet of distance between the dis-
turbed area between the top of
the slope at the southeasterly
end of the proposed track and
the southern cul-de-sac of Colby
Lane which has minimal tree
cover which will result in exces-
sive noise and visual impact to
the residential area of Colby
Lane.”

The resolution points out the
township’s strategies to mitigate
flooding, including discouraging
the elimination of natural for-
ested area.

Mayor Kalnins urged residents
to write to public officials of their
opposition to the field.

The committee also approved

by a 4-0 vote a noise ordinance
that would prohibit excessive
noise from 10 p.m. to 8 a.m.

The ordinance is a result of
resident Rachel Katz complain-
ing of her neighbor playing loud
music that could be heard inside
her home and disturbing her
family’s sleep and general peace.
After she spoke against her
neighbor Marcin Wojcik’s request
for a variance to build a fence on
his property, which was subse-
quently denied, she said her
neighbor then retaliated by con-
tinuously playing loud music.

Mr. Wojcik, of Colin Kelly Street,
spoke during public comments for
the ordinance, saying he was be-
ing harassed by his neighbor and
denied playing music loudly. He
said he has a 19-month-old baby
and “her crying is the loudest
noise coming out of my property,
not music.” He said his neighbor

runs a portable generator and revs
his race car in the garage.

Mr. Wojcik requested the town-
ship committee change the word-
ing of the ordinance to be more
definitive then “excessive” and to
attach a decibel level to the ordi-
nance that could be measured.

“There will be judgment calls”
made by police officers, Commis-
sioner Mary O’Connor said.

 At the beginning of the meet-
ing, Mayor Kalnins honored Jus-
tin Stitler, Lucas Jayne and Colin
Henderson on having attained
their Eagle Scout Award.Police
Chief James Wozniak was ap-
pointed as deputy coordinator to
the Emergency Management
Council for 2014.

CF Introduces $34.9 Mill. Budget, $6 Million Bond CF’s TV35 Looks to Live
Broadcasts at Comm. Ctr.

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – The Cranford TV
35 Advisory Committee has an-
nounced that it might do live
broadcasts from the Community
Center this year.

According to Ed Davenport, chair-
man of the committee, the com-
mittee is looking forward to a new
year with new programming. “Our
future is looking much better as
we get more information out to
the public,” he said during
Thursday’s committee meeting.

 “It (live broadcasts at the Com-
munity Center) will be a whole

new application to our program-
ming,” he added. He also said to
do that they would need some
additional equipment. He
thanked Township Committee-
woman Mary O’Connor for urg-
ing an educational element to be
used in the programming which
will involve Cranford students.

“I’ve been here for 23 years.
It’s a goal. I think the kids in
Cranford will like it. They can
participate if they want. The
people we’ve had come over the
years have always taken some-
thing away with them,” he said.
Mr. Davenport reported that sev-
eral area bands are going to do
shows and that the Celebration
Singers are going to do a show.

“Right now you can access in-
formation about TV 35 on Twit-
ter, Instagram and WordPress,”
John Salerno said. He also said a
talk show is planned and some
guests are already lined up.

Committee Vice-Chairman
George Steinbach told the com-
mittee that he is looking for fund-
ing, and has approached some
organizations about grants. He
said he found 19 potential sources
for the station and that a couple
have matching grants. The pro-
cess is ongoing, he said.
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First Presbyterian to Honor
Soup Kitchen’s 25th Year

CRANFORD — The First Presby-
terian Church of Cranford, located
at 11 Springfield Avenue, will com-
memorate the 25th anniversary
of the Cranford-Elmora Soup
Kitchen at the church’s 10 a.m.
worship service this Sunday, March
30. Photographs and other items
reflecting the history of this mis-
sion will be on display in the Th-
ompson Youth Center of the church
following the service. All are wel-
come.

The Cranford-Elmora Soup
Kitchen, located at the First Bap-
tist Church at 402 Union Avenue
in Elizabeth, began on March 12,
1989 when a group of people had
aspirations to simply serve the
hungry. After 25 years, the
strictly-volunteer soup kitchen

has served more than 112,000
hot meals to the hungry and
financially stressed in the Eliza-
beth area.

People from all walks of life
come in for the dining which,
ironically, has never consisted of
soup nor sandwiches. Instead,
the working poor of the Elizabeth
area dine on meals meant to
create a healthy diet, such as
chicken, salad, and sweets pro-
vided by Pinho’s Bakery.

When the Elmora Presbyterian
Church closed in 2004, the soup
kitchen almost closed with it.
The organization no longer had
the financial nor legal backing
necessary to support the mis-
sion. However, through small en-
dowments and private donations,
the soup kitchen continued to
thrive.

In June 2005, the First Presby-
terian Church of Cranford adopted
the program. Stipends used for
the program would go to the food
services distribution in Elizabeth,
should it dissolve for any reason.

Volunteers come from houses
of worship all over, including Con-
necticut Farms Presbyterian, St.
Theresa’s of Kenilworth, the First
Baptist Church of Cranford-Eliza-
beth, Fanwood Presbyterian, the
Korean Presbyterian, St. Anne’s
of Garwood, the Second Presby-
terian Church of Elizabeth and
the First Presbyterian Church of
Cranford. The Fanwood Presby-
terian Church also provides
bagged lunches for guests.

The soup kitchen accepts do-
nations of socks, full-size bars of
soap, toothpaste, toothbrushes,
deodorant, washcloths, face tow-
els, other basic essentials and
funding. The First Presbyterian
Church of Cranford acts as the
drop point. To donate to the
Cranford-Elmora Soup Kitchen,
contact the First Presbyterian
Church of Cranford at (908) 276-
8440.

Floraphile Plans Tour
Of Trailside Gardens
CRANFORD — The Floraphile

Garden Club of Cranford will tour
the herb and vegetable gardens
of the Trailside Nature and Sci-
ence Center on Monday, April 21,
from noon to 2 p.m. Trailside is
located at 452 New Providence
Road in Mountainside.

A Union County Master Gar-
dener will lead participants on a
guided tour of the gardens, de-
signed by Rutgers Master Gar-
deners.

Guests are welcome. Anyone
interested in joining the Floraphile
Garden Club of Cranford or seek-
ing more information on upcom-
ing events may contact Mary Ellen
at mecrafts@verizon.net or like
the club on Facebook at –
f a c e b o o k . c o m /
floraphilegardenclub.

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY — The board of the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Author-
ity (RVSA) conducted preliminary
discussions last Thursday about
increasing flow rights for member
municipalities. In addition, the
board established a model ordi-
nance for members to use as a
tool to reduce storm water load-
ing of the system (Infiltration and
Inflows or I&I), and a plan for
reinstating the hearing process
and related penalties, which were
suspended during the authority’s
plant upgrade process.

The discussion of increasing flow
rights is primarily a method of
both rewarding members for their
contributions during the upgrade
and reducing the number of vio-

lations. Officials made it clear that
the increase was likely to be some-
where around 10 percent. They
said this level of increase should
reduce most towns to a violation
frequency that would keep them
clear of hearings.

Springfield was noted as the
worst violator and if the 10 per-
cent increase were used, they
would drop from having had 29
violations in February to 17 vio-
lations. It was made clear that
Springfield should plan to buy
flow rights from another munici-
pality in order to avoid repeated
penalties. The change, which will
require amending the RVSA 1954
operating agreement, will need
unanimous support of the com-
missioners, and one commis-
sioner has stated the he will vote
against the change.

Nine of the authority’s trunk
lines lack metering in locations
that would precisely identify flow
sources, so, it might be neces-

sary for RVSA to purchase and
install them to be able to identify
the sources of excessive flow in
order to reliably assess penalties.

Plans were made to provide
member municipalities with a
model ordinance, based on
Waldwick’s, to use as a foundation
for a program to reduce I&I. One
penalty which was mentioned was
the stopping of approvals for new
sewer hook-ups in the municipal-
ity. This penalty, which would likely
be a last resort action, is just one
of several that can be used to
pressure towns to comply.

The board also voted to re-
move the contingency placed on
the digester gas cleaning project
planning. This action frees up the
other $80,000 of the $120,000 it
will cost to complete the design
of the project. As RVSA Execu-
tive Director Jim Meehan had
said last month, the project is
one that makes sense to do re-
gardless of whether New Jersey
Environmental Infrastructure
Trust Fund money is available,
as it would pay for itself in under
a decade, and faster if part of the
loan were forgiven.

The board also approved the
spending of just under $100,000
on an emergency basis. The ex-
penditure was the result of power
problems at the plant which were
discovered in mid-December and
were not resolved until early March.

Mark Dugan, Cranford’s com-
missioner, was vocal about hav-
ing been unaware of this situa-
tion as it was developing. Frank
Mazzarella, Clark’s commis-
sioner, raised the question of
whether this was a design flaw,
and Mr. Meehan indicated that it
was and would be brought into
the ongoing lawsuit against
RVSA’s vendors. The problem was
identified as a 13,500-Volt
breaker which feeds the plant
through the co-generation bus.

During Thursday’s meeting
Jerry Dobbius and Michael Plick
were appointed to the fundraising
committee. Chris Hoffman is the
committee’s secretary and serves
on several sub-committees.

Mr. Davenport urged commit-
tee members to “share any com-
munication or information you
get, good, bad, or indifferent so
we can talk about it.” Residents
can view programs on the
Internet at
Cranfordtv35.pegcentral.com.

The committee has decided to
meet every three months at 7:30
p.m. on Thursdays in the Town-
ship Committee meeting room at
the municipal building on Spring-
field Avenue. Upcoming meet-
ings will be on June 11, Septem-
ber 4, and December 11.

CF’s TV35 Looks
To Live Broadcasts

Probitas Verus Honos

Rahway Valley Sewage Authority Considers
Increasing Flow Rights for Towns

Garwood Egg Hunt
To Be Held April 5

GARWOOD — The annual
Garwood Easter Egg Hunt will
be held on Saturday, April 5, at
noon, with a rain date of Sun-
day, April 6, also at noon.

The Easter Egg Hunt will be
held this year at Hartman Park,
located on the 400 block of
Second Avenue in Garwood. A
special appearance by the Eas-
ter Bunny is planned.
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