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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior team captains Mairead
McKeary and Kerry Wischusen,
as the only returning starters
on the Cranford High School
girls basketball team, had their
work cut out for them organiz-
ing a squad comprised predomi-
nantly of sophomores, but for-
tunately very talented sopho-
mores.

“We were extremely young and
for most of the girls it was their
first year playing at the varsity
level and against experienced
talent,” Cougar Head Coach
Jackie Dyer said.

The Lady Cougars, who fin-
ished with an 11-13 record, had
a variety of interesting games
throughout the season, and the
most lopsided one was a 45-8
thrashing of Kent Place on De-
cember 27.

The Cougars defeated Linden
twice by a nine-point margin.
The first being 49-40 and the
second was 51-42. But prob-
ably the biggest victory was a
38-34 win over Governor
Livingston on January 16. The
two closest games were both
decided by one point against
Plainfield, beginning with a 55-
54 defeat. The Cougars then
returned the favor with a 56-55
triumph over the Cardinals on
February 12.

The Cougars’ two highest scor-
ing games came against the
same opponent, the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Raiders. On
January 11, the Cougars

outscored the Raiders, 65-43,
then on February 4, they topped
the Raiders, 65-52.

McKeary was indeed effective
offensively, finishing second on
the team with 227 points and

first with 44 assists. She scored
double figures 13 times, and
her defense was also top notch
with 65 rebounds and a team-
leading 45 acts of theft.

Wischusen helped set up plays

but also managed to bucket 103
points, while adding 27 assists.
In four of her games she dished
out four assists. She also

SENIOR McKEARY, SOPHOMORE MacLELLAND LEAD LADY COUGARS IN SCORING, STEALS

Lady Cougars Finish at 11-13, with Young Basketball Squad
grabbed 61 rebounds and had
31 steals.

“Mairead and Kerry were great
leaders for our team. They came
into the season with big shoes
to fill and they certainty did a

great job of filling them,” Coach
Dyer said.

Seniors Carly Maucione,
Megan Pringle, Hannah DeMars
and Jessica Casale, who also
had previous varsity experience,

contributed to the team’s
growth.

As the season progressed, sev-
eral of these young sophomores
blossomed into fine players.
Cerys MacLelland proved to be
a definite asset in every aspect
of the game. She led the team
in scoring with 249 points and
in rebounds with 146, while add-
ing 32 steals and 20 assists.

Sophomore Lyndsey Pace got
progressively more adept and
finished the season with 175
points, 61 rebounds, 40 steals
and nine assists. Her most pro-
ductive offensive game came in
the season finale with a 23-
point surge against Summit.

Sophomore Isabella Speers re-
ceived more playing time in the
second half of the season and
turned out to be quite an influ-
ence under the boards. She
pulled 109 rebounds and scored
84 points, while adding 11 as-
sists and four steals. She had
two games where she grabbed
13 rebounds.

“My young players now have a
year of experience under their
belt, which will definitely be
great for next season,” Coach
Dyer said.

Sophomores Hannah and Sa-
rah Ross also made positive
contributions to the team, as
did juniors Erin Meixner and
Jennifer Carovillano.

“I am extremely excited about
our future. We are extremely
talented, hard working and I
have a great group coming in
next year,” Coach Dyer said.

*rebounds, assists and steals
stats were missing from the sec-
ond Plainfield game, although
the points were listed, so all the
girls who played in that game
may have slightly higher num-
bers in those categories.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A TEAM LEADER IN ASSISTS AND SCORING...Cougar senior Mairead McKeary, No. 13, led her team in assists with
44 and was second in scoring with 227 points. She also led her team with 45 steals

Story on page 13

of The Westfield Leader
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Solid Defense Should Guide the Westfield Blue Devils in Boys Lacrosse this Season

Story on page 11

of The Westfield Leader



LEADER/TIMES SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT:
Are you enjoying the quality content you’re reading 
in the pages of this fine newspaper? If this is true...

WE’RE ASKING YOU
TO BECOME A SUBSCRIBER!

You are important to our advertisers. They CARE 
about doing business with Westfield, Scotch Plains and 
Fanwood people and they want to know that YOU are 
reading their message in the LEADER/TIMES each 
week. Support the weekly newspaper by mailing in this 
coupon TODAY! Each Thursday you’ll be glad you did!

Here’s WHy :

Please enter my subscription starting with the next issue.

The Leader The TIMES
New subscriber renewal

One year – $33 Two years – $62 Three years – $90

Name: 

Address:

City:     state: Zip:

Phone:    email:

CC#:

exp. Date:   sec. Code:

signature:
Cut coupon and mail to: P.O. Box 250 Westfield, New Jersey 07091. 

Or call 908.232.4407. subscriptions are pre-paid and non-refundable.

Cash Check



BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-3  Thursday, March 20, 2014

goleader.com/ballyhoo

CRANFORD – The County of
Union will sponsor a recycling
event for electronic equipment
on Saturday, March 29, so Union
County residents can get rid of
unwanted computers, televisions
and other electronic equipment
in an environmentally proper
manner.

The special E-cycling event will
take place from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
on the campus of Union County
College, located at 1033 Spring-
field Avenue in Cranford.

All residents of Union County
are eligible to participate at no
cost. There is a limit of six elec-
tronic items per car.

“Computer monitors, old tele-

visions and other electronic de-
vices are the source of a consid-
erable amount of dangerous
material, including lead, mer-
cury, cadmium and PCBs – and it
is unlawful to dispose of them
with the regular garbage,” said
Freeholder Chairman Christopher
Hudak, liaison to the Union
County Solid Waste Advisory
Board. “Up to 95 percent of most
electronic appliances can be re-
cycled. This is a responsible way
to keep hazardous heavy metals
out of our environment.”

Electronic equipment that will
be accepted on March 29 in-
cludes computer monitors, hard
drives, modems, keyboards,

CPU’s, mice, printers, scanners,
speakers, televisions, tablets and
e-readers, VCR’s, fax machines,
telephones, circuit boards, CD’s,
DVD’s and video cassettes.

All that residents need to do is
drive to the site with their un-
wanted electronic equipment.
Workers at the site will unload
the vehicles.

Pre-registration is not required
for this special Saturday collec-
tion.

Refrigerators, washers and dry-
ers, microwaves, and air condi-
tioners will not be accepted, but
they are accepted at Union
County’s Scrap Metal Recycling

Residents Can Recycle Electronics on March 29 in CR

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The Cranford
Township Committee held its
third round of public budget hear-
ings Tuesday evening,. The ses-
sion lasted three and a half hours
before it adjourned to go into
executive session.

Business Administrator Terence
Hall said was to present the final
budget proposal to the commit-
tee last night after this
newspaper’s press deadline.

“Some deductions in some de-
partments will have to be made,”
he said, but declined to release
any figures on Tuesday evening.
Last year’s budget was
$34,303,953.

Warren Korecky and Bill
Swisher, auditors with the firm of
Suplee, Clooney and Co., of
Westfield, told the committee
that, this year the mandated cap
for appropriations is at one half of
one percent. In last year’s budget
it was 2 percent. “The cost of
living adjustment (COLA) for ap-
propriations is the lowest I have
ever seen,” Mr. Korecky said.

Monika Jencik, who is a regis-
tered environmental health spe-

cialist with the township’s health
department, said her budget for
this year is $214,745 lower than
last year’s figure of $272,308.
She said the lower number is due
to the loss of an employee.

“This year the department is
operating with one full-time and
one part-time employee,” she
said.

Ms. Jencik also said the depart-
ment has a contract with
Westfield, which costs $79,117
to provide services such as shots
and health clinics.

Presenting budget requests
from the police department in a
power point presentation were
new Police Chief James Wozniak,
Lieutenant Ed Davenport and
Captain Joseph Van Bergen. The
department has 46 police offic-
ers and 10 dispatchers.

The presentation was quite ex-
tensive and included salaries and
wages, which was the bulk of the
budget, also maintenance, fire-
arms, uniforms, professional de-
velopment and many other allo-
cations. The proposed depart-
ment budget for this year is
$5,063,246 compared to last
year’s budget of $5,168,792.

Chief Wozniak said the depart-
ment expects to promote two
patrolmen to sergeant in May
and to hire two recruits in July.

“Within this budget we’ll have a
surplus of $15,003.89,” Chief
Wozniak said.

The chief added, “We are an
aggressive and proactive depart-
ment.”

Township Engineer and Direc-
tor of Public Works Richard
Marsden requested $386,864 for
this year. Last year’s amount
was $237,284. He urged the com-
mittee to allow the engineering
department to return to the full
staff level it had in 2010. He said
he wants the department to have,
beside himself, an engineering
aid, a part-time engineer, a sec-
retary and a part-time sanitary
sewer operator. He also said,
“We may have to replace a 1986
truck.” He said public works op-
erates on a separate budget.

The committee then continued
to ask questions about line items
in the budget. which were ex-
plained by officials. Mr. Hall said,
“We’ve tracked what could be
deducted by the March 25 public
meeting.”

Garwood BOE Discusses
Budget For 2014-2015

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Garwood’s pre-
liminary school budget would see
general expenditures decrease
by about $8,000, or about one-
tenth of a percent, for the next
fiscal year, but see a tax levy
increase of about $228,000, ac-
cording to estimates unveiled at
Tuesday’s board of education
(BOE) meeting.

Michael Donow, the BOE’s in-
terim business administrator, who
disclosed the numbers devised by
the board’s finance committee,
did not have available an initial tax
impact for the average household
but said he would have it when a
hearing on the full budget is held
on Tuesday, April 29. He said the
full budget, which is for the fiscal
year beginning July 1, will be pub-
lished the week of April 15.

“The budget is due for submis-
sion to the county office on Thurs-
day,” Mr. Donow said, referring
to the requirement that the ex-
ecutive county superintendent of
schools review the document.
“We’re pushing where we need
to be for that. The county will
review over the course for a
month or so. They have to be
done by [Thursday] April 24.

“We will advertise the budget
in a user-friendly form in the
local paper,” he stated.

Saying the budget was “99 per-
cent ready,” Mr. Donow revealed
few specific numbers.

The “general fund” expenditures
for the next fiscal year were esti-
mated to be $7,866,245, down
from the previous year’s $7.874
million. “Special revenue” expen-
ditures were listed at $153,000
and debt service was estimated
at $510,641 for a total budget of
$8,529,886. Last year’s total bud-
get listed on the Garwood BOE
website was $8,506,667.

The tax levy will jump to

$7,645,688, which includes about
an $85,000 increase in debt ser-
vice payments from $303,196 to
$388,710.

Mr. Donow pointed out to the
board that the biggest changes
in the budget included a reduc-
tion of about $90,000 in pay-
ments to Clark’s school district
for the borough’s high-school stu-
dents. The BOE will enter into the
eighth year of a 10-year contract
with Clark, which after paying a
flat fee for sending the borough’s
ninth- to 12th-grade students to
its neighboring town, will pay a
per-pupil rate.

Although there will be a slight
increase in enrollment, Mr.
Donow said, Garwood will pay
under $11,000 per pupil. That
figure is what Garwood spends
on its students in grades 1
through 8, and is about $1,000
less than Clark’s per-pupil rate.
But the contract with Clark al-
lows Garwood to pay the lower
rate certified by state officials in
the final three years of the pact.

Among the biggest increases
was a 20-percent rise in health-
care insurance costs, money for
a third bus to send students to
Clark, a return of most of the cuts
to custodial maintenance and the
addition of one-and-a-half staff
members, including one teach-
ing position which was removed
from last year’s budget. Mr.
Donow did not give figures.

The announcement comes nearly
two weeks after the Garwood Bor-
ough Council’s finance committee
released its preliminary spending
plan, which proposed an increase
of $154,433 as part of a $7.612-
million budget. The council’s pro-
posed plan would raise taxes by
approximately $44 for a home
assessed at $100,000.

Additionally, the board ap-
proved a services agreement with

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Cranford Continues Town Budget Hearings
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Hist. Soc. to Present
Doll Program Sunday
CRANFORD — The Cranford His-

torical Society will present “My
Doll and Me” this Sunday, March
23, from 2 to 4 p.m. Starting at
2:15 p.m., this program will be
presented at the Crane-Phillips
House Museum, located at 124
North Union Avenue in Cranford.

Participants are invited to bring
a doll and talk about it with other
children, as well as play games,
win prizes, make something for
their doll and enjoy tea and cook-
ies. There also will be a contest
to name a Victorian doll. The
winning name will be picked that
day in a random drawing.

Admission will be free and seat-
ing is limited. To reserve a seat,
call the Historical Society’s office
at (908) 276-0082 or e-mail
cranfordhistoricalsociety@verizon.net.
Established in 1928, the non-
profit Cranford Historical Society
has been dedicated to the pres-
ervation and perpetuation of
Cranford’s history. More infor-
mation is available at
cranfordhistoricalsociety.com.

Local Letters to the Editor
Lance And ‘Tea Party Friends’ Are

The Ones Circumventing Obamacare
I was at first amused, but then

sad when I read Congressman
Leonard Lance’s recent press
release stating that, “The Presi-
dent has once again, through
UNILATERAL executive action,
circumvented Congress…” re-
garding a provision of the Afford-
able Health Care Act
(Obamacare). With the House of
Representatives, the United
States Senate, the Supreme
Court and the President all hav-
ing already approved of the law,
it seems to me that Representa-
tive Lance and his far right wing
conservative Tea Party friends
are the ones who are trying to
UNILATERALLY circumvent the
law.

Does the Congressman really
think that his 7th District con-
stituents don’t realize that he
has voted over 25 times to pre-
vent Americans who cannot af-

ford health care insurance from
obtaining same? Each time that
he has voted to repeal this law he
has shown his disdain for afford-
able health care for all and his
preference for profitable health
insurance companies who find
making a profit, not find provid-
ing health care for all, to be their
main reason for existence. I hope
the Congressman enjoys his
health care insurance as he re-
members that many Americans
can’t afford to have it.

Thanks to him and his friends
who refuse to support universal
health care and instead cling to
an outdated insurance system
that makes the United States fall
further and further down the
ranks of countries that provide
health care for their citizens.

Bill Nierstedt
Garwood

the borough for janitorial ser-
vices at a 2-percent increase.
The vote was a unanimous 9 to 0.

Superintendent Teresa Quigley
announced that nurse Karen
Lukacovic and science teacher
Karen McCarrick will share the
Educator of the Year Award. It
was the third time during Ms.
Quigley’s tenure that there was a
tie for the award. The two teach-
ers will be honored at the Educa-
tion Foundation of Garwood’s
10th Annual Appreciation Dinner
on Thursday, April 24, at The
Westwood. Tickets are $45.

The board also unanimously ap-
proved a school calendar for
2014-2015 that begins Thurs-
day, September 4, for students
and ends June 17, 2015; in-
cludes three snow days and a
spring break from April 3 to 10.

Program.
A complete list of the materials

that will be accepted on March 29
is available at the Union County
Bureau of Recycling and Plan-
ning website: www.ucnj.org.

The electronics collection will
be held rain or shine, for Union
County residents only and not for
businesses. Proof of Union County
residency is required.

In addition to the special March
29 recycling event sponsored by
the County of Union, there are
local businesses as well as 14
municipalities that provide E-cy-
cling opportunities for residents.
Visit the county website or call
your municipal recycling coordi-
nator for more computer and

electronics recycling options.
Goodwill and Dell have teamed

up to recycle computers. Good-
will in Union County is located at
126 Route 22 West, Springfield,
next to Macy’s Furniture. Call
Goodwill at (973) 912-0156 for
more details or visit their web
s i t e :
www.reconnectpartnership.com.

Best Buy stores now offer elec-
tronics recycling, including TVs,
computer monitors, DVD players
and other consumer electronics.
Visit their website
(www.bestbuy.com) for store
locations, or call toll-free for in-
formation about electronics re-
cycling: 1-888-237-8289.

Staples also offers a computer

recycling program seven days a
week. For more information, visit
the Staples website for store lo-
cations: www.staples.com.

Waste Management accepts
“covered electronics” (televi-
sions, monitors, computers, etc.)
at 629-647 Amboy Avenue, Eliza-
beth, Monday-Saturday from 8
a.m. to 4 p.m.; (908) 629-9270.

An alternative drop-off program
for recycling electronics equip-
ment is available Monday through
Friday between 9 a.m. and 3
p.m. at Newtech Recycling, lo-
cated at 600-A Apgar Drive,
Somerset; (732) 564-3110. Visit
www.newtechrecycling.com.

For more information about re-
cycling events, please call the
Union County Recycling Hotline
at (908) 654-9889.

Trinity Church-YFCS Slate
Parents Seminar Tonight

CRANFORD — The Trinity Epis-
copal Church in Cranford and
Youth and Family Counseling
Service in Westfield will present
a free awareness seminar for the
parents of teenagers this
evening, Thursday, March 20,
beginning at 7 p.m. It will take
place in Witherington Hall at the
Trinity Episcopal Church, located
at 119 Forest Avenue in Cranford.

The purpose of the seminar is
to help parents to be able to
distinguish between normal teen-
age behavior and abnormal be-
havior that could result in a cri-
sis, and the knowledge about
what steps to take in a crisis.
“The seminar was born from our
repeated experience in respond-
ing to teenage crises, including
suicide,” said the Reverend Gina
Walsh-Minor, rector of Trinity
Episcopal Church.

“Parents are constantly chal-

lenged with differentiating be-
tween normal ‘acting out’ behav-
iors versus dangerous or crisis
behaviors in their teenagers,” said
Carol M. Pedro, executive direc-
tor of Youth and Family Counsel-
ing Service. “We are hoping to
help parents identify alarming or
crisis behaviors early-on and what
steps to take if they do.”

Kathy Crescenzi, board certi-
fied advance practice nurse, will
be the guest speaker. She brings
many years of experience in psy-
chiatric evaluations, prescribing
and monitoring medications, and
psychotherapy. Ms. Crescenzi will
focus on mental health issues in
teenagers.

The seminar is part of the “Do
Anything: A Collaboration of Love”
series to help educate and em-
power parents of teens. Everyone
is invited to attend. For more
information, visit yfcsnj.org.

Garwood Knights
Schedule Fish Fry

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Knights of Columbus will hold their
Lenten Fish Fry by Thistles on
Friday, April 11, from 6 to 8 p.m.

This year baked fish will be
offered as well as the traditional
fried fish; chicken will be avail-
able as well. Tickets are $13 in
advance and $15 at the door; the
cost for children under age 12 is
$10. Participants may dine in or
take out their meals.

Tickets can be obtained at the
Knights Council Hall weekdays af-
ter 4:30 p.m., or on weekends
after 2 p.m. For more information,
call (908) 789-9809 or contact
Dennis Clark at (908) 247-5389.

The Garwood Knights of Co-
lumbus Hall is located at 37 South
Avenue in Garwood, across from
the Pathmark store. Parking is
available in the back lot, off of
Willow Avenue.

Residents Can Recycle Electronics on March 29 in CR

GW BOE Discusses
Budget for 2014/15


