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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield

Leader and The Times

Three Westfield High School
wrestlers and three Cranford
Cougars entered the NJSIAA
State Championships at Board-
walk Hall in Atlantic City on March
7. One Cougar rolled straight to
the title bout and finished second
and two Blue Devils made deter-
mined comebacks to place in the
top-8.

Cougar junior Gavin Murray,
competing at 138-lbs, began his

quest with a 1-0 victory over
Brandon Kui (DePaul) in the pre-
quarterfinals. Murray demon-
strated the value of effective top
control when he kept Kui from
escaping in the third period.

“We had a game plan. We knew
he was good on his feet, so I
wanted to ride him hard, make
sure I kept breaking him down. I
definitely had a size advantage.
I felt a lot bigger and stronger,”
Murray explained.

Murray’s next opponent was
Joe Trovato (Paramus) and the
two were wrapped in a tight con-

test until Murray slipped in a
grapevine and clamped Trovato’s
head to record a fall in 5:08 to
advance to the semis and assure
himself of a top-8 finish.

“I know he placed in the states
the past few years. We both were
competitors and wanted to be
standing on the podium. I got it
done. I tried a sweep and I ended
up in a Peterson. I got like a front
headlock. All season we worked
for this. We had four goals on our
wall — districts, county, regions
and state place winners. The goal
was to put my name on all four
this year and I accomplished it,”
Murray said.

Murray did not finish there and
went one step better when he

claimed a 9-5 decision over
Connor Burkert (St. Peter’s Prep)
to square off with Ron Gentile
(Paulsboro) for the 138-lb cham-
pionship. Murray gave it a strong
effort, but in the end Gentile held
on for a 7-5 victory.

“The way he has been wrestling
is exactly what we preach, it’s a
six minute match anything can
happen you cannot lose your head
because you are behind. In the
quarters, he was losing by three
in the third and needed some-
thing big. Well he got it with the
takedown and back points and
then the fall. Again in the semis
he was losing but stayed positive
and kept his head and fought
back for the win. I couldn’t be
more proud of how he wrestled
and represented Cranford in that
finals match. He was constantly

grinding and pushing the action,
Gavin Murray went into that
match as an unknown but there
was quite a buzz about him fol-
lowing the tournament he had,”
Cougar Head Coach Pat Gorman
said.

Blue Devils Matt Barber (145-
lbs) and Nick Velez (152-lbs)
took long journeys in their quest
for top-8 placements.

Barber’s first bout was with
Sean Glasgow (Bound Brook) that
ended in a 3-1, overtime (OT)
victory when Barber took only
three seconds to take him to the
mat.

“I smelled blood in the water
going into overtime, I saw him
come back to the center and he
put his hand on the mat. It looked
like he was about ready to pass

BLUE DEVIL VELEZ GETS 5TH, BARBER PLACES 6TH; FULLER, DiGIOVANNI, CAPPELLO STOPPED

Cougar Murray Places Second, at NJSIAA Mat Tournament

CONTINUED ON NEX PAGE

Blue Devil Matt Barber 145-lbs

Story on page 11

of The Westfield Leader

Cougar Gavin Murray 138-lbs
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out, so I got in on the attack. It
was really easy,” Barber said.

Glasgow appeared to get a little
woozy early in the bout after
colliding with Barber near the
end of the mat.

“I think we bumped our heads
or something and he came up a
little dazed,” Barber said.

In the pre-quarterfinals, after a
scoreless first period, Barber’s
opponent, Matt Zovistoski (St.
Joseph Montvale) scored the first
point with an escape in the sec-
ond period. Barber escaped in
the third, sending the bout into
OT again. With nobody getting a
takedown and each scoring an
escape in their respective 30-
second periods, Zovistoski chose
the down position in the ultimate
tiebreaker and escaped to sal-
vage the 3-2 victory.

The loss only seemed to fuel
Barber’s fire as he reeled off a
series of victories. After receiv-
ing a forfeit over Jarred Hodges
(St. Augustine) in the first
wrestleback, Barber topped Jor-
dan Velez (West Orange), 3-2,
then Carl Buttitta (JF. Kennedy-

Iselin), 5-3. In the fourth round,
Barber nipped Collin Boylan
(Hunterdon Central), 3-2.

Velez, who received a first round
bye by virtue of defeating Inan
Sikel (South Plainfield), 3-2, for
the Region 3 title, dropped a 14-
5 decision to Jack Clark (St. Au-
gustine) in the pre-quarterfinals.

CONTINUED ON NEX PAGE

But he rebounded big time to pin
Patrick Swenson (Cherry Hill East)
in 3:30.

“I was tough on top, got a bar
and ran the [heck] out of it,”
explained Velez.

Then after struggling but suc-
ceeding to get his first takedown,
he added another single-leg trip

losses in the pre-quarterfinal
round. It’s not often that you see
wrestlers bounce back and battle
their way through the consola-
tion bracket to make it onto the
podium. The fact that both boys
were able to do so, speaks vol-
umes of their focus and perse-
verance. As soon as they lost on
Friday night, we spoke about
regrouping and taking it one
match at a time. They stuck with
the game plan and each went 4-
0 against phenomenal competi-
tion on Saturday. Those two per-
formances have to be the gutsi-
est efforts I’ve seen and I could
not be more proud of them,” Blue
Devil Head Coach Glen Kurz said.

Cougar Niko Cappello pulled off
a slick four-point move in his
opening 160-lb bout with Kyle
McIntyre of Lenape and went on
to earn a 4-1 decision.

“I got the single [leg takedown]
from a baseball bat [position
style] and saw him tuck his head
down. I was screaming to myself
saying, ‘don’t go for the head’.
You lose so many singles from

takedown in the second period
and an escape in the third to
claim a 5-2 victory over Tyler
Kallensee (River Dell), who did
attempt to turn Velez in the third
period with his leg control ma-
neuvers.

“My first takedown in this match
was a single trip too,” said Velez,
who added,” I knew for him to
beat me, he had to get some big
points. I saw that coming, so I
wasn’t going to try anything stu-
pid. I worked way too hard for
this. I am going to work harder
the more I wrestle.”

Velez had a rematch with Sikel
in the third round wrestleback
and came up with another 3-2
victory. Next, he grabbed a 7-3
decision over Kyle Wojtaszek
(Brick Twp.).

Barber and Velez lost their con-
solation semifinal bouts but Velez
then defeated Michael Ciavarro
(North Hunterdon), 3-2, to cap-
ture fifth place and Barber lost a
tough, 6-4, decision to Zach
Wilhelm (Southern Reg.) to get
sixth place.

“Both Matt and Nick had tough

Blue Devil Nick Velez 152-lbs Cougar Niko Cappello 160-lbs

Cougar Tom DiGiovanni 113-lbs



BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-3  Thursday, March 13, 2014

goleader.com/ballyhoo

that. But I thought I have to do
something big. I went for the
head and wrapped up that cradle.
I was trying to get the fall, but his
hands kept blocking my knees,”
Cappello explained.

McIntyre, however, was pretty
crafty as a leg control wrestler
and constantly kept trying to

catch Cappello in nearfalls dur-
ing the third period but to no
avail.

“I knew he was coming with the
legs, so every time I tried to bait
him and stuck my leg out so he
would go for it. Then I would
underhook his leg and was trying
to stick my head under, so I CONTINUED ON NEX PAGE

could slip out the back. But he
had my other leg, so I couldn’t do
much from that. It ended up
being a stalemate a couple of
times,” Cappello said.

His first bout in front of a crowd
of over 9,212 people did not
seem to faze him like it has to so
many wrestlers competing in AC
for the first time.

“In my mind, the bigger the
better. I like big places. The
smaller places get me,” Cappello
said.

After dropping a 3-1, two over-
time bout to Jordan Pagano
(Bergen Catholic) in the pre-
quarterfinals, Cappello
decisioned Tom Nolan (Highland
Regional), 9-2, then lost, 3-0, to
Tim Liquori (Jackson Liberty) in
the second round wrestleback.

Cougar freshman Tom
DiGiovanni recorded a pair of
takedowns and two escapes to
defeat Evan Drill (Somerville),
6-2, then after losing via major
decision to Kareem Askew

goals and exceeded others,
Cranford wrestling is still up and
coming but we are no longer
under the radar, there was a
large following of parents, fam-
ily, friends and alumni cheering
our three wrestlers on. It was

(Clifton) in the pre-quarterfinals,
he lost, 5-4, to Dan Kee (Lake-
land).

“The goals I outlined earlier in
the year were to be successful
we need to win the district team
title put ten kids to the region
and put kids on the podium. I am
happy to say we reached those

Probitas Verus Honos

Blue Devil John Fuller 113-lbs Cougar Tom DiGiovanni 113-lbs

Cougar Gavin Murray 138-lbs
Cougar Niko Cappello 160-lbs
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great to see the others win their
first matches it’s big for next
year,” Coach Gorman said.

Blue Devil junior John Fuller’s
first bout at 113-lbs will be one
that will linger in his mind for
quite some time. Fuller and Kyle
DiNapoli (Voorhees) went to
overtime with the bout tied, 1-1,

after a scoreless standing pe-
riod, both competitors escaped
in their respective 30 second
down periods to force a 30-sec-
ond tiebreaker. DiNapoli chose
down and Fuller was successfully
controlling him and neared vic-
tory. After Fuller heard a whistle,
he stood up believing that he had

won. Unfortunately, there was
:08 remaining and the ref
awarded DiNapoli a point and the
victory. Fuller then lost his
wrestleback.

“That was the whistle from the
next mat over. He stopped wres-
tling. He thought it was over,”
said Coach Kurz who added, “He
could have been more offensive.
You get down here, you only get
so many winnable matches. You
got to take advantage of them.”

Brearley’s Joe Balboni finished
second at 182-lbs after dropping
a 6-4 overtime decision to de-
fending champion John Sebastian
(Bergen Catholic). Roselle Park’s
Phil Woods placed third at 182-
lbs with a 4-3 decision over Sam
Button (West Morris-Mendham).

CHAMPIONSHIP BOUTS
126: Craig de la Cruz  (Bound Brk) d.
Kyle Bierdumpfel (Don Bosco), 3-2, tb.
132: Anthony Giraldo (No. Bergen) d.
Mike Magaldo (Watchung Hills), 3-1.
138: Ronnie Gentile (Paulsboro) d.
Gavin Murray (Cranford), 7-5.
145: David McFadden (DePaul) d. Ryan
Burkert (St. Peter’s Prep), 4-3.
152: Jack Clark (St. Augustine) d. Gary
Dinmore (Hunterdon Cent), 3-1, OT.

160: Jonathan Schleifer (E Brunswick)
d. Josh Ugalde (Bound Brk), 6-5.
170: Dillon Artigliere (Roxbury) d. Luke
Farinaro (Don Bosco), 3-1.
182: Johnny Sebastian (Bergen Cath)
d. Joe Balboni (Brearley), 6-4, OT.
195: Anthony Cassar (Montgomery) d.
Ralph Normandia (Franklin), 4-1, 2tb.
220: Bryan Dobzanski (Delsea) d. Zack
Chakonis (Don Bosco), 3-1, tb.

285: Andrew Stevens (Camden) d. Tyler
Gildner (Robbinsville), 3-0.
106: Ty Agaisse (Delbarton) d. Brandon
Paetzell (Phillipsburg), 1-0.
113: Nick Suriano (Bergen Cath) d.
Patrick D’Arcy (Holy Spirit), 7-0.
120: Anthony Cefalo (Hanover Pk) d.
Michael Russo (St. Pete Prep), 5-1.
Outstanding Wrestler: Sebastian

Blue Devil Nick Velez 152-lbs Blue Devil Matt Barber 145-lbs

Cougar Gavin Murray 138-lbs Blue Devil John Fuller 113-lbs
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James Wozniak Sworn In
As Cranford Chief of Police

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Captain James
Wozniak was advanced to the
position of police chief with the
oath of office administered by
Municipal Court Judge Mark
Cassidy during the Cranford
Township Committee meeting
Tuesday night.

Supported by a packed Town
Hall of family, friends and col-
leagues, Chief Wozniak said, “The
real reason why I stand here
tonight is in a word — commu-
nity.”

He quoted Albert Einstein in his

speech, saying, “Try not to be-
come a man of success, but rather
try to become a man of value.”

Chief Wozniak has served on
the Cranford Police Department
for 25 years and is a lifelong
resident of Cranford. His uncle
was a captain on the Cranford
police force. He becomes the
10th police chief in the 143
years that Cranford has had a
police department. He noted the
irony of that by holding up his
football team jersey with the
number 10 when he played for
the Cranford High School foot-
ball team.

The ceremony included an in-

vocation by the Reverend John
McGovern, a flag salute led by
the police and fire honorary color
guard, the National Anthem sung
by high-school student Michael
Nigro, remarks by Mayor Andis
Kalnins, a policeman’s prayer by
youth Chris Scorese and “God
Bless America” sung by Patrol
Officer Kelly Rieder.

“James Wozniak has been and
will be dedicated to the Township
of Cranford and our children,”
Mayor Kalnins said.

Following the oath of office and
a short break, Mayor Kalnins an-
nounced March 9 through March

Garwood Municipal Budget
To Increase $154,433

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Garwood
homeowners would see their
property tax increase by about
$44 under the budget put forth
by the borough council’s finance
committee, a hike Chairwoman
Sara Todisco says is the smallest
in 12 years.

The figure is 1.21 percent more
than 2013 for a home assessed
at $100,000 value and is the
result of a $7.6-million budget
that was unveiled March 6 at a
special meeting of the council.
The budget is $154,433 more
than a year ago.

Among the biggest increases in
the 55-page document were
about $37,000 for a total of
$535,366 for the Raritan Valley
Sewerage Authority, $55,000 for
various contractual obligations
and $25,000 in additional em-
ployee health care costs.

It also included an additional
$46,000 for the implementation
of affordable housing plans and
redevelopment “reflected in stud-
ies and plans shown on the plan-
ning board budget,” Ms. Todisco
said, as well as the hiring of a
16th police officer to begin work
mid-year.

“Some increases in this budget
reflect the need and desire of the
council to make additions, or
changes, to improve Garwood,”
she said.

The hiring of the additional police
officer, Ms. Todisco said, will be
especially helpful when the
Westfield senior housing building
is completed at the site of the old
St. Anne’s School on Second Av-
enue. It will also be beneficial when
hoped-for redevelopment occurs
at the abandoned industrial prop-
erties of the Garwood Paperboard
plant on North Avenue and the
Casale Industries sheet metal fac-

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
MOVING UP THE RANKS…James Wozniak is sworn in as chief of police at the Cranford Township Committee meeting
on Tuesday night, as his family looks on. Chief Wozniak has served on the Cranford police force for 25 years.

CONTINUED ON NEX PAGE

Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader
BUDGET QUESTIONS...Garwood Auditor Warren Korecky and CFO/Trea-
surer Sandy Bruns answer questions from Garwood Borough Council members
regarding the 2014 budget during the meeting on March 6.

CONTINUED ON NEX PAGE
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16 as Girl Scout Week, giving a
resolution to Kristen and Desiree
Santos.

“There are more than 1,000
Girl Scouts in Cranford. Maybe
one of them will be the next
chief of police,” said Commis-
sioner Robert D’Ambola in his
commissioner remarks.

Commissioner D’Ambola also
announced that 20 tons of as-
phalt has been used to fill pot-
holes in the township. He told
residents to go online to
SeeClickFix.com to report any
potholes or other areas of disre-
pair.

Roadway reconstruction will
begin once the weather turns
warmer. Herning Avenue is one
of the roadways slated for re-
surfacing, Mr. D’Ambola said.

 Residents of Colby Lane are
banding together to oppose the

athletic field proposed by Union
County College (UCC), resident
Barbara Krause said during the
conference portion of the meet-
ing.

The township committee had
discussed proposing a resolu-
tion that would have the town-
ship oppose the athletic field
UCC has plans to build in what is
now a 4.2-acre wooded area
along Gallows Hill Road, during
the workshop meeting Monday.

Union County’s proposed bud-
get included a $3-million in-
crease in debt service due to
improvements of the Cranford
campus of UCC, Mrs. Krause said.
“We are paying for it — no doubt,”
Mrs. Krause said. An electronic
copy of the proposed plans can
be downloaded at goleader.com/
cranford.

Resident Leo McMahon asked

tory on South Avenue.
The tax increase is less than

half of last year’s $95 per home
assessed at $100,000. It also is
less than a third of the initial tax
impact of $156 formulated by
the committee, comprised of Ms.
Todisco, Louis Petruzzelli and
Mike Martin. Chief Financial Of-
ficer/Treasurer Sandy Bruns,
auditor Warren Korecky and Bor-
ough Clerk Christina Ariemma
provide input.

Some of the biggest offsets in
the budget were about $41,000
in lower payments to the police
pension fund, set by the state,
and $14,000 in lower utility costs,
a savings Mr. Petruzzelli attrib-
uted to retrofitting the borough
with energy-efficient lighting.

The borough has seen a tax
increase every year since 2001,
Ms. Bruns said, and although the
smallest increase in 12 years
was welcome by most, Council-
man Jim Mathieu sounded less
than enthusiastic.

Mr. Mathieu told the story of
neighbor, a second generation
Garwood resident, who lost his
job and was forced to sell his
home on which he paid $9,300 in
property taxes. His home has
dropped in asking price from “the
3’s” to at last look, $279,000.
The neighbor’s broker has told
the seller that the home’s prop-
erty taxes were too high.

“I don’t mean to come off nega-
tive,” Mr. Mathieu said. “This has
real life consequences. I hate to
see people chased out. So for-
give me if I don’t break out into
the congratulations.”
The budget includes a 1.75 per-
cent raise for all of the borough’s
non-union employees. Ms.
Todisco asked for the council’s
input on the raise, as she did on
increasing the volunteer
firefighters’ and ambulance per-
sonnel Length of Service Award
Program (LOSAP) payments.

The LOSAP payments have not

increased since the program was
enacted in 2000, and the com-
mittee recommended the maxi-
mum hike of about $450, or 38
percent, to $1,589 per person
who qualifies.

The recommendation added
about $20,000 to the LOSAP pro-
gram to bring it to more than
$48,000.

While there seemed unanimous
support for the LOSAP increases,
there was more skepticism re-
garding employee salaries. Coun-
cil President Ann Palmer said she
would support an across-the-
board 1.75 increase. However,
Mr. Mathieu suggested parsing
individual employee compensa-
tion and suggested that if an
employee received a raise in the
past year or two, than he or she
should forego one this year.

Councilman Bill Nierstedt even
appeared wary.

“I’m torn,” Mr. Nierstedt said.
“I’m torn, because I support it. In
concept I support it. But I know
that, unfortunately, in this
economy, until the banks open
up their pockets, no one’s get-
ting raises. I know (JP Morgan
Chase Chief Executive Officer)
Jamie Dimon got a big raise. But
no one else is getting them.”

Mr. Nierstedt followed by say-
ing he probably will end up vot-
ing for the across-the-board pay
increase.

The board was informed by Mr.
Korecky that the 1977 Local Gov-
ernment Cap Law limits the coun-
cil to spending increases of 2.5
percent or the state-determined
cost of living allowance (or COLA),
whichever is lower. The COLA for
this year is .5 percent.

Since the budget increase of
1.21 percent exceeds the COLA,
the cap law only permits the
council to exceed the limits by
passing an ordinance. The cap
law allows the ordinance to per-
mit a 3.5 percent spending in-
crease. That means the council

would spend 1.21 percent of a
3.5 percent increase, leaving
2.29 percent in a “cap bank” that
can be factored into the budget
over the next two years.

The concept of the cap bank
drew an immediate objection
from Mr. Mathieu, who asked if
the spending increase could be
limited to the 1.21 percent. Mr.
Korecky said he did not know but
would check.

Despite the objection, other
members of the council voiced
support, with Ms. Palmer saying
that since there was no intention
to exceed the 1.21 percent, she
had no problem with it. The coun-
cil voted 5-1, with Mr. Mathieu
the lone dissenter, to introduce
the measure.

The budget will be formally in-
troduced at the semi-monthly
regular meeting on March 25
with a vote possible no sooner
than 28 days later.

Garwood Municipal Budget to Increase $154,433

how much is being paid in legal
fees for lawsuits filed with the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Author-
ity (RVSA).

“We are completely in the dark,”
Mayor Kalnins said. He said he
reached out to Mark Dugan, the
RVSA representative for
Cranford, and Mr. Dugan told
him he could not share much
information because of “legal
strategies.”

Mayor Kalnins said he would
have Mr. Dugan provide an up-
date at a meeting after the town-
ship budget process is finalized.

RVSA is in the midst of various
lawsuits.

Mr. McMahon also questioned
the movement of township capi-
tal reserves for tax rebates. “The
amount that was returned needs
to be used for debt service,”
Mayor Kalnins said.

James Wozniak Sworn in as Cranford Chief of Police

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield

Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — The township
committee discussed proposing
a resolution that would have the
township oppose the athletic field
Union County College (UCC) has
plans to build in what is now a
4.2-acre wooded area along Gal-
lows Hill Road, during the
committee’s workshop meeting
Monday.

“It is a forest. It is acres of
trees. It is horrible to look at this
and say they are going to take
them all down,” Township Com-
missioner Robert D’Ambola said.

Mr. D’Ambola said the college
should be looking at other areas
within the county to build the
athletic field. The township is
concerned that the cutting down

of 4.2 acres of trees would im-
pact flooding in the area.

Mr. D’Ambola also said the col-
lege is planning to construct an-
other building on the college
property.

 Cranford Township has no ju-
risdiction over what the college
builds on its property because it
is a public institution, Mayor Andis
Kalnins said.

“We have provided comments
to them, bringing up flood, waste
water, runoff,” Mayor Kalnins
said. Colby Lane is less than a
hundred feet from the tract of
land, he said.

Township Engineer Richard
Marsden, Jr. had sent a letter to
UCC last month requesting a tree
replacement ratio of three to one,
a buffer of evergreens along the
residential area of Colby Lane, a

CF Considers  Opposing
UCC Athletic Field

CONTINUED ON NEX PAGE
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Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
NATIONAL ANTHEM…Michael Nigro sings the National Anthem at the
Cranford Township Committee meeting on Tuesday night.

noise study and noise mitigation
study be conducted, and a swale
to collect runoff.

“We shouldn’t go through this
without trying to modify this,”
resident Frank Krause said.

Mr. Krause also noted that an
environmental science professor
had at one time declared about
six acres to be a natural wetlands
area, and suggested the com-
mittee look into this.

The committee heard prelimi-
nary budget proposals from build-
ing, zoning and planning, parks
and recreation and the tax as-
sessor departments.

Construction Official Richard
Belluscio said he was presenting
two budgets for the building de-
partment, one that was flat and
one with a 2-percent increase for
salaries and wages for depart-
ment heads, including himself.

“I am anticipating over a mil-
lion dollars in revenue,” Mr.
Belluscio said.

“All of our vehicles are over
100,000 miles,” he said. He had
approval last year from the ad-
ministrator to lease a vehicle.

“We have had so many prob-
lems with our vehicles,” he said.

Zoning Officer Robert Hudak
discussed the zoning board and
planning board budgets. “I tried
to keep everything flat,” he said.

Zoning Board Attorney David
Weeks’ salary and where the line
item fits in the zoning board bud-
get is still up for discussion, he
said.

There also was money bud-
geted in the planning board bud-
get for the new master plan that
is being worked on.

A 2-percent salary increase was
proposed for the Parks and Rec-
reation Department, as presented
by Steve Robertazzi, parks and
recreation director. He also bud-
geted $5,000 for a 50th Anniver-
sary celebration. Operating ex-
penses stayed the same, he said.

The tax assessor’s budget in-
cluded a line item for payment of

the office assistant’s college
courses as she works her way to
be certified, with the idea that
she could one day take over as
tax assessor, Township Tax As-
sessor Peter Barnett said.

Last year the department had a
20-percent increase in posting and
printing costs and it had been
accounted for in this year’s bud-
get. “Rates are going up,” he said.

Mr. Krause also commented
that he thought the plans for the
entrance and exit of the Two
River Bank being built on the
corner of North Avenue and Lin-
coln Avenue is a safety concern.
He thought the setbacks need to
be further back and that the en-
trance and exit should be re-
versed from what is planned.

Commissioner Mary O’Connor

said the street parking along Lin-
coln Park East near the Mill is a
public safety issue. “The parking
along that curb is so bad. It
narrows the street so bad,” she
said. She had spoken to some
residents there who have said
they believe it is a safety concern
and also affects their ability to
enjoy their yards.

The bids for the North Side train
station project are expected to be
received by Thursday, April 3,
Township Engineer Marsden said.

The de-snagging and de-silting
of the Rahway River in the town-
ship has begun, Mr. Marsden said.
He also said repair work on the
High Street Tunnel is expected to
begin by the middle of next week.
“Hopefully, it is a five-day job,”
Mr. Marsden said.

Cranford Historical Society
To Celebrate Quilts Sunday

CRANFORD — The Cranford His-
torical Society will present
“American Quilts and Their His-
tory” with Gail Small this Sun-
day, March 16, from 2 to 4 p.m.
at The Crane-Phillips House Mu-
seum, located at 124 North Union
Avenue in Cranford. The pro-
gram will begin at 2:15 p.m.

This quilting program will high-
light three different times in
American history. Attendees will
hear about the first designs used
in patchwork blocks; learn why
colonial women loved quilting
bees, and what they talked about
during the Migration Westward
from 1830 to 1860. Participants
also will learn how, during the
American Civil War, women on
both sides of the conflict raised
money for the war.

Additionally, attendees will hear
about when the first sewing ma-
chine was patented; the avail-
ability of the first mail-order cata-
logs and, finally, why the 1920s

was an exciting time for women
but how things changed during
the depression of the 1930s. The
program also will cover how the
sewing machine was modern-
ized and the first publication of
quilt patterns in newspapers.

Ms. Small is a member of the
State Quilt Guild of New Jersey,
as well as a professional speaker,
quilter and historian. She will
show several of her most unique
quilts during this event and ex-
plain the various techniques.

Admission will be free. Space is
limited so reservations are re-
quired. To reserve a seat, call the
Historical Society’s office at (908)
276-0082 or send an e-mail to
cranfordhistoricalsociety@verizon.net.
Established in 1928, the Cranford
Historical Society, a non-profit
organization, has been dedicated
to the preservation and perpetu-
ation of Cranford’s history. For
more information, visit
cranfordhistoricalsociety.com.

Cranford Considers Opposing UCC Athletic Field

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Junior Woman’s Club will present
“Breakfast with the Bunny” on
Saturday, April 5, at the Cranford
Community Center, located at
220 Walnut Avenue. Two seating
times are planned, the first at
9:30 a.m. and the second at 11
a.m.

Parents and children alike will
be able to enjoy a light breakfast

and children can make a cute
craft and have their photo taken
with the Easter Bunny. Tickets
are required for both parents
and children.

Advance tickets will be avail-
able for purchase through Mon-
day, March 31, from the Cranford
Public Library or Periwinkle’s Gifts
for $6 each or online at
cranfordjwc.com for $7 (there is
a $1 convenience fee for tickets
purchased online). Tickets pur-
chased online will be available
for pickup at the door.

Seating is limited. Interested
persons are encouraged to pur-
chase their tickets as soon as
possible to ensure their desired
seating time is available. All tick-
ets are non-refundable. Proceeds
will benefit the Cranford Junior
Woman’s Club Scholarship Fund,
which is open to any Cranford
resident graduating from high
school in 2014. For more infor-
mation, e-mail
cranfordjwc@yahoo.com.

Youth Sports Programs

Go and See a Game!

Please Support

Blue Devils
Raiders
Cougars

Junior Woman’s Club Slates
‘Breakfast With the Bunny’


