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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fundamentality sound baseball
put this season’s Cranford Cou-
gars on the highway to success
once again. After losing their
quest for another Union County
title with a loss to Westfield in the
semifinals, the Cougars intensi-
fied their focus and won their
third straight North Jersey, Sec-
tion 2, Group 3 championship
with a 14-4 drudging of the West
Essex Knights.

The Cougars’ direct route for
another Group 3 title was, how-

ever, interfered with when they
dropped a bizarre 1-0 loss in 11
innings to Mt. Olive in the Group
semifinals. The Cougars finished
with a 17-7 record.

“They were a group that worked
very hard. They put in the time
from last summer until last week.
This is a group that knows what
it means to play baseball for
Cranford,” Cougar Head Coach
Dennis McCaffrey said.

Senior centerfielder Tommy
Trotter was the person that op-
posing pitchers definitely did not
want to get on base. Trotter, who

led the Cougars with a .462 bat-
ting average (BA — 36-for-78)
and runs scored with 26, stole 16
bases in 18 attempts. Trotter
had 13 RBI, five doubles and two
triples. He also walked 10 times
and was hit by a pitch four times,
while striking out only once. De-
fensively, he could chase down
almost any ball hit in centerfield.

Trotter had three straight years
with batting averages above .400
(.412 in 2012 and .440 in 2013)
He also stole 16 bases last year.

“Tommy is special, a three-
sport athlete. He did everything
right on and off the field. He is a
perfect picture of what you want
a student and an athlete to be.
He is a wonderful person and a
wonderful leader,” Coach

McCaffrey said.
Junior Patrick Knight was sec-

ond on the team with a .438 BA
(28-for-64, 5 doubles, triple).
He scored 16 runs and had eight
RBI. On the mound in 56.2 in-
nings, Knight recorded 59
strikeouts, 22 walks and allowed
39 hits to finish with a 3-2 record
with two saves. His 1.73 ERA was
lowest on the team.

“Offensively, defensively and
on the mound, he was very good.
Down the stretch, he took on
quite a bit of pitching and did a
wonderful job,” Coach McCaffrey
said.

Senior Jack McCaffrey rarely
saw a pitch he did not like. In his
86 at-bats, he had 32 hits, in-
cluding eight doubles and a triple
for a .372 BA, 11 RBI and 14 runs
scored. He also stole six bases in
nine attempts.

“He was a two-year player for
us. He played awesome defense.
He helped in many areas on the
field. An outstanding job,” Coach
McCaffrey said.

Senior Matt Ravetier turned in
a .348 BA (24-for-69, 2 doubles,
triple) with 14 runs scored and a
team-leading 18 RBI. In 48.1
innings on the mound, he re-
corded a 7-1 record with 27
strikeouts, eight walks, 52 hits
and a 2.61 ERA.

“Matt was very involved in sev-
eral championships. He was very
talented and able to do a lot of
things on the baseball field,”
Coach McCaffrey said.

Senior third baseman John
Oblachinski finished with a .303
BA (20-for-66, 2 doubles), 10
RBI and 13 runs scored. He also

TROTTER LED WITH .462 B.A., 16 STEALS; KNIGHT .438 B.A., RAVETIER 7-1 WON/LOSS RECORD

Cougar Baseball Boys Won Third Straight Section Crown
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swiped six bases in eight at-
tempts.

“He isw a perfect example of a
three-sport athlete. He was in-
tense in practice and in games,”

Coach McCaffrey said.
Senior catcher Sam Scher fin-

ished with a .246 BA (15-for-61)
with seven RBI and eight runs
scored.

“He caught almost every game.
He was reliable. He had a good
year,” Coach McCaffrey said.

Junior second baseman Albert
Gargiulo had a BA of .318 (21-for-
66, 2 doubles) with 12 RBI and 11
runs scored. Junior first baseman
Mike Gamba also had a BA of .318
(14-for-44, 3 doubles) with 11
runs scored and seven RBI.

Sophomore shortstop Joe
Norton had a .231 BA (9-for-39,
2 doubles, triple) with nine RBI
and six runs scored. Sophomore
second baseman Chris Szeckeres
had a .273 BA with three runs
scored and an RBI. Sophomore
Mike Smith had a .304 BA (7-for-
23, double) with four RBI and
three runs scored. Used mainly
as a courtesy runner, sophomore
Garrett Forrestal swiped five of
six bases. Junior Eric Donohue
had some plate appearances and
junior Liam Duffy saw action at
first base.

Sophomore pitcher Tom

Feeney, in 25.2 innings, fanned
nine and walked nine, while al-
lowing 22 hits. He finished with a
4-1 record and a 1.91 ERA. Jun-
ior James Campbell, in 10.1 in-

nings, walked three, fanned one
and finished with a 1-0 record.

“The team played hard and
showed up everyday,” Coach
McCaffrey said.

Cougar Baseball Boys Won Third Straight Sectional Championship, Finished 17-7
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MURPHY, RUKA, ROBINSON, JAROSZ, DiCLERICO, BLACK, KATZ PUT OUT COUGAR CLOUT

Cougars Top Springfield, 11-1, in Ripken District 12 Tourney
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two breakout innings put the
Cranford 12s on the road to an
11-1, five-inning victory over
Springfield in the opening pool
play round of the Cal Ripken
District 12 Tournament at
Gumbert 3 Field in Westfield on
June 14.

The Cougars mounted a 15-hit
attack and had a number of play-
ers, who added a lot of sparks
with their “metal sticks”.
Centerfielder Mike Murphy
singled in all three of his at-bats,
scored once and had two RBI.
Will Robinson tagged a pair of
singles, scored three times and
had an RBI. Jeremy Ruka and
Jack Jarosz both went 2-for-3
with an RBI and a run scored.
Jake DeClerico slashed an RBI

double and scored once. Nick
Black had two RBI, a single and a
run scored. Pat Walsh and Max
Wischusen both singled and
scored, Andrew Toto had an RBI
single, walked and scored once,
and Connor Katz singled and
added an RBI. Evan Kanterman
played first base and Chris
Guiditta was a designated hitter.

“It’s early in the season for us.
We are pleased with the way the
kids have been working. They
have improved every game. Our
whole theory is to keep getting
better as the season goes along
and we are very pleased with
the way they are right now,”
Cougar Head Coach Rich
Wischusen said.

The Cougars also received strong pitching performances from starter Black and reliever
Wischusen. Black was on the
mound until he was relieved with
two outs in the fourth inning. He
yielded one run, one hit and two
walks, while striking out six.
Wischusen allowed one hit,
struck out one and walked none.

“This is the fifth year that I
have had most of these kids.
They are all friends outside the
team. They all play together,
they have fun together and it is
an honor just to coach them,”
Coach Wischusen said.

Starter Victor Isidoro, Dan
Madden and Jeremy Tornatore
shared the pitching responsibili-
ties for the Springfield players,
who are relatively new to the
District 12 Tournament format,
and were coached by Dave

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Pereira.
“I thought they may have been

in it last year, but they are rela-
tively new in the tournament.

They are a good bunch of kids
and a great bunch of coaches
over there,” Coach Wischusen
said.

In the top of the first, the Cou-
gars added a minor scoring threat
when Katz singled with two outs
then proceeded to steal second
and third, but Isidoro got the
next batter to ground out to
short. Springfield answered with
a threat of their own in the bot-
tom of the inning when Zack
Gelo lined a leadoff single and
Tom Savarino followed with a
walk. Both stole bases, putting
runners on second and third, but
Black fanned the next two bat-
ters and got the third to ground
out to first.

The second inning turned out
to be an offensive bang as four
Cougars crossed the plate on
five hits. Murphy bashed a lead-
off single and stole second then
DiClerico sliced his long RBI
double down the right field line.

Wischusen singled off the glove
of the first baseman, Robinson
and Jarosz each rapped RBI
singles and Black’s groundout to
short scored Robinson.

The Cougars threatened again
in the third, but right fielder
John Madden hauled in a difficult
fly for the third out. Madden
added two more fine catches in
the fourth inning, but the Cou-
gars erupted for six runs despite
his fine efforts. Robinson reached
on an error, stole the second of
his three stolen bases then Jarosz
wobbled an infield single. Toto
walked, Black scribbled an in-
field RBI single, but a second
run scored when the ball was
dropped. Walsh singled and Katz
lofted an RBI sacrifice fly to right.
Ruka ricocheted a hard RBI single
off the centerfield fence and
Murphy mangled a two-run
single up the middle.

Springfield got its only run in
the bottom of the fourth. Hunter

Gollin drew a leadoff walk and
advanced to second on a wild
pitch. After Tornatore grounded
out to the pitcher, Jacob Pereira
drilled a liner back to Black at the
mound, but an errant throw al-
lowed Gollin to score.

The Cougars made the score,
11-1, in the fifth when Robinson
singled, stole second, dashed to
third on a wild pitch and scored
on Toto’s looping single into left.

The next game for Springfield
would be on June 15 against
Westfield, 11-1, winners over
Scotch Plains-Fanwood, and the
Cougars were to face a tough
Millburn squad.

“Great program! Very well
coached baseball town,” Coach
Wischusen said.
Cranford 040 61 11
Springfield 000 10 1

Cranford Cougar 12s Top Springfield, 11-1, in Cal Ripken District 12 Tournament

Probitas Verus Honos
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SPF Raider 12s and Berkeley Heights do Battle in the Cal Ripken District Tourney

See another photo

in The Westfield Leader
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Union County 7 Lead Northwest Sr. All-Stars to Victory over South Sr. All-Stars, 4-1
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Westfield Town Council Hears Appeal
By Cranford on UCC Sports Complex

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — At its regular
public meeting Tuesday evening,
several members of the public
petitioned the Westfield Town
Council to consider a resolution
opposing the construction of a
sports field complex on the
Cranford campus of Union
County College (UCC). The pro-
posed sports complex would be
located adjacent to Colby Lane
in Cranford and Gallows Hill Road
on the border of Cranford and
Westfield.

This issue previously was ad-
dressed during the council’s
meeting on April 1, but no action
was taken at that time as the
project was indefinitely post-
poned by UCC administration
two weeks later due to public
opposition and concerns from
the Union County Freeholder
Board.

Critics stated that environmen-
tal concerns, additional noise
pollution and lack of sufficient
parking in the area made the
project undesirable. The plan
called for the destruction of ap-
proximately 700 mature trees,
the loss of which opponents be-
lieved would exacerbate flood-
ing in the area.

According to members of the
Union County Neighbors United,
a grassroots organization formed
to oppose the complex, the UCC
has begun to consider those
plans again. According to UCC’s
website, its board of trustees
and board of governors have
scheduled a meeting this week,
with one of the topics being
“Athletic Field Options.”

Former mayor and current
Cranford Township Committee

member Tom Hannen, Jr. asked
for Westfield’s support in op-
posing construction of the sports
complex. “I’m here tonight to
implore you to consider adopt-
ing a resolution supporting
Cranford’s resolution opposing
this field…it is Cranford’s con-
tention that this project will sig-
nificantly add to the flooding

concerns that we already expe-
rience in Cranford,” Mr. Hannen
said. “I’m here tonight looking
for your help. Please join us in
our resolution so that we can
continue to protect our resi-
dents in Cranford.”

In other news, the council hon-
ored members of the Westfield
High School boys’ and girls’ swim

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
UNDER WATER...High Street in Cranford, next to the new Riverfront at Cranford Station development, floods after
heavy rain on Friday night.

teams for their recent achieve-
ments.

The boys’ swim team won the
NJSIAA Public A State Champi-
onship on February 23 for the
25th time in school history, a
state record.

Team members Charlie
Baldwin, Rob Ball, Aram

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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CDC Presents Alice in
Wonderland, Jr.

CRANFORD - The Cranford
Dramatic Club (CDC) Junior
Theatre will present Disney’s
Alice in Wonderland, Jr. for two
performances on Saturday,
June 21, at 11 and 2 p.m.

Travel down the rabbit hole
and join Alice’s madcap adven-
tures in Wonderland as she
chases the White Rabbit, races
the Dodo Bird, get tied up with
Tweedle Dee and Tweedle Dum,
raps with a bubble blowing Cat-
erpillar and beats the Queen of
Hearts at her own game.

The show is a fast paced stage
adaptation of the timeless film
featuring updated dialogue and
new arrangements of such clas-
sic Disney songs as “I’m Late,”
“The Un-birthday Song” and
“Zip-A-Dee-Doo-Dah.”

General admission tickets are
$5 and can be purchased at
www.cdctheatre.org.

CDC Theatre is New Jersey’s
oldest continuously operating
Community Theatre and is lo-
cated at 78 Winans Avenue in
Cranford. This production is
made possible in part through
the generosity of the Investors
Foundation arm of Investors
Bank and The Westfield Foun-
dation.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe
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Citizens Concerns Surrounding Proposed
Union County College Facility Are Not ‘Fictional’

This letter is in response to the
proposed plans of the Union
County College (UCC) to build an
athletic facility with a track, la-
crosse, and soccer field near the
college back entrance off Gal-
lows Hill Road, Cranford. This
plan has caused great concern
for many valid reasons. And it is
not “the fiction that a few dis-
gruntled people have concocted”
as described in the UCC publica-
tion Union Matters for faculty
and staff. If fiction, then why has
the college and board of trustees
been served with documents
opposing the plan, including: a
three-page Resolution from the
Township of Cranford; letter from
the Cranford Environmental
Commission; letter from the
Rahway River Watershed Asso-
ciation; resolution from the
Cranford Board of Education and
numerous others?

My husband, Dr. Frank Krause,
and I are long-time residents of
Cranford. I have served six years
on the Cranford Township Tree
Advisory Board. And because we
have been fortunate to have two
of our four children be college
All-American Athletes, one in
swimming and one in both cross-
country and track, we are keenly
aware of the positive benefits of
college athletic involvement. Ath-
letics is not the issue here.

The problem with this particu-
lar UCC field proposal is the
location. It is nonsensical for
learned, well-educated people
to destroy 4.5 acres of 700 trees
to accommodate this facility.
Even more, it is irresponsible to
do so in this community of
Cranford, where floods have
become commonplace, most re-
cently May 1, 2014. We do not
need to exacerbate a problem

that already causes immeasur-
able community anguish.

First, as I have reported at a
past UCC Board of Trustees meet-
ing, the Township of Cranford
lost a total of 900 municipal
trees through Hurricanes Irene
and Sandy. That does not in-
clude private property trees,
which could easily double that
number. This is why purposeful
destruction of 700 additional
trees is not acceptable and envi-
ronmentally irresponsible in the
eyes of Cranford residents.

These 700 trees are mature
hardwood forest trees. They are
our good neighbors. The college
is not with this plan. These leafy
green canopies of 700 trees of
various sizes are performing their
job of cleaning the air, taking up
water, preventing erosion and
cooling the atmosphere. Every
root, every leaf is working for us,
providing shade and conserving
energy. These benefits do not
stop at the college border; they
benefit all of us. No amount of
small newly-planted saplings will
replace the benefits of these trees
for decades to come.

In the college’s publication to
promote the facility, a “fact and
fiction” sheet states that the col-
lege proposes to plant 1,500
trees (which do not appear in
any location on the engineering
plans). The sheet also states
“old trees absorb less water than
new trees according to the Ox-
ford Journal of Tree Physiology.”
Conversely the American For-
estry Organization indicates one
mature tree absorbs 52 to100
gallons of water and 48 pounds
of carbon dioxide per day. And
the journal NATURE recently
published an international study
showing: older trees surpass

Thank You for the Help
with Fundraiser

The Garwood Knights of Co-
lumbus would like to thank ev-
eryone who donated to our an-
nual fundraiser for “Physically
and Mentally Challenged Citi-
zens” the weekend of May 3rd
and 4th. Your generosity resulted
in $2,791 being collected by our
members within the Borough of
Garwood.

Please know that the entire
amount collected is donated to
the following local organizations:
The Garwood Public School Pre-K
Handicap Program, The Union
County Special Olympics, The
ARC of Union County, The Union
County Day Training Center, The
New Jersey State Special Olym-
pics and Catholic Community
Services.

Our special thanks to the fol-
lowing people for their coopera-
tion and support; Kings Store
Manger Brien Delp, PathMark
Store Manager Vincent Telesco,
Quick Chek Store Manager An-
drea Salazar and Dunkin Donuts
Franchise Owner Michael
Komondy.

In closing, our thanks again to
Joseph Darcy, council financial
secretary, all of our council mem-
bers, their families and “our
friends” of the Garwood Knights
of Columbus who volunteered
the many hours in collecting,
that made this very worthy
fundraiser in helping the less
fortunate, a great success.

Keith Gallagher
Garwood

younger trees, absorbing more
carbon, and some even pulling
in more carbon in a single year
than a younger tree in all of its
lifetime. Additionally, the study
indicates older trees mitigate
more storm water runoff with
their massive root systems. It is
easy to pick and choose infor-
mation to suit your purpose.

On a broader level, how can
UCC ignore the work of the May-
ors’ Council Rahway River Wa-
tershed Flood Mitigation Plan, its
mission, and Cranford’s leader-
ship role with the 12-member
communities? Since the 2011
Irene storm, 12 regional mayors
have worked tirelessly and to-
gether with the Army Corps of
Engineers to mitigate regional
flooding in the member commu-
nities. This UCC project flies in
the face of the goals of that
working group.

For all the reasons cited above,
we petition the Board of Trust-
ees of UCC to seriously consider
the major negative impacts of
this proposed project, which is
alienating the communities you
serve. Please do not approve it.

Barbara S. Krause
Cranford

More Community Letters to the Editor
Barmakian, Nick Cannone, Jo-
seph Chen, Kevin Clauss, Aedan
Collins, Gavin Conlon, Stefan
Crigler, Ryan Daniel, Jack
Edmonson, Lucas Fan, Jack
Fico, Sean Gallagher, Sam
Hays, Chris Hoerrner, Stephen
Husch, Austin Kreusser, Tyler
Lessner, David Lindros, John
Lindros, Jesse Liu, Jake Maher,
Luke McGrory, Ben Meltzer,
Michael Mizus, Evan Moore,
Sean Moore, Griffin Morgan,
Dan Myers, Will Murtishaw, Alec
Penn, Thomas Pyle, Jack Rose,
Noah Styles, Hermes Suen,
Blake Taylor, Mark Trinkle, Brad
Whitman, Francis Wong, Matt
Wornow, Nick Youssef and
Head Coach Jeff Knight were
all named in a proclamation
issued by the council to com-
memorate the event.

Similarly, four members of
the girls’ swim team also were
honored. Caroline Baldwin,
Sarah Cronin, Erika Daniel and
Gwyn Devin are members of
the team that won the Union
County championship in Janu-
ary and were individually hon-
ored for their prowess by the
council.

Finally, the council approved
the demolition of single-family
dwellings located at 500 Clifton
Street, 84 Fairhill Drive, 218
Golf Edge, 316 Linden Avenue,
1509 Pine Grove Avenue and
229 Virginia Street; a single-
family dwelling and a detached
garage located at 543
Shackamaxon Drive and a com-
mercial property located at 449
South Avenue East.

The next town council con-
ference session open to the
public is scheduled for Tues-
day, July 15, at 7 p.m., at the
municipal building, located at
425 East Broad Street. The

conference session will imme-
diately be followed by the
council’s regular public meet-
ing at 7:45 p.m.

Probitas Verus Honos
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