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McCAFFREY 4-FOR-4, 3B, 2B; KNIGHT 3-FOR-4, 2B, RBI; RAVETIER RAPS 2 SINGLES, 3 RBI

Cougars Topple Knights, 14-4, for Section Baseball Crown
By LANCE TUPPER

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Competing for championships
is the rule, rather than the ex-
ception, for the Cranford High
School baseball program, and
understanding what it takes to
win big games is ingrained in the
minds of the players.

Shrugging off some early ad-
versity, the top-seeded Cougars
captured their third consecutive
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3
title with a 14-4 six-inning vic-
tory over the fourth-seeded West

Essex Knights at Memorial Field
in Cranford on May 30.

The 17-6 Cougars mounted a
surgical, 17-hit attack and south-
paw pitcher Patrick Knight, who
took the hill in the third inning,
delivered three and two-third
innings of clutch relief to earn
the win.

Combining patient at-bats with
daring base running, Cranford
kept the pressure on three dif-
ferent West Essex pitchers and
the defense for the entire game.
Jack McCaffery went 4-for-4, in-
cluding booming a triple and a

double. Knight went 3-for-4 with
a double and RBI.

Aware that he was a homerun
short of hitting for the cycle,
McCaffery said he was focused
on looking for good pitches to
hit. “I was looking fastball and it
worked out for me. I wasn’t wor-
ried about the cycle at all. I was
just trying to get a hit, and down
two strikes my fourth at-bat, and
I was just…trying to see a ball
over the plate and hit it hard. I
wasn’t really too worried about
anything like that (the cycle). I
was just thankful that I saw some
good pitches,” McCaffery said.

He also joked that he may not
be the most patient Cougar hit-
ter. “I don’t have too many walks
or hit-by-pitches, and by far I

have the most (official) at-bats
on the team. Pretty much if the
first pitch is a strike, I’m swing-
ing. And that’s pretty much the
mentality I’ve gone with the
whole season,” McCaffery said.

Matt Ravetier rapped two
singles and added three RBI;
Tommy Trotter singled in a run,
walked, scored and swiped a
base; Albert Gargiulo had two
hits and two RBI; Sam Scher was
2-for-3; Mike Smith singled,
walked twice and scored twice;
John Oblachinski singled,
doubled, had two RBI and scored
twice; Liam Duffy walked twice
and scored twice.

The Cougars drew first blood in
the bottom of the first inning. With
one out, McCaffery doubled off
pitcher James Panzarino and came
around to score later on Knight’s

two-out single. Knight, who had
advanced to second, was gunned
down trying to steal third by catcher
Mike Cesare to end the inning.

West Essex knotted the score
in the second. Anthony Tornatore
(2-for-3) drilled a leadoff double
to left-center and later scored on
Joey Gonnella’s RBI groundout.

In the third, West Essex, with
one out, strung together three
straight hits, including an RBI
double by Kevin Fox. Ravetier
walked Panzarino to load the
bases. Tornatore then scorched
a liner off the left shin of Ravetier,
who scrambled for the ball and
flipped it underhanded to catcher
Scher, but the runner was ruled
safe, and the Knights led 3-1.

In obvious pain, Ravetier rolled
to the ground, clutching his leg.
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Cougar Head Coach Dennis
McCaffery and his staff came out
to check on their injured pitcher
and summoned Knight in from
right field to take over the pitching
duties. Refusing to be removed
from the game, however, Ravetier
hobbled out to play right field.

Inspired by Ravetier’s determi-
nation, Knight coolly punched out
the next two batters, extinguish-
ing the Knights’ threat. For the
rest of the game, changing speeds
and location, Knight retired the
first nine batters he faced, al-
lowed two hits, one run, struck
out three and did not yield a walk.

“When I came in from the out-
field I saw my teammate on the
ground like that, I got a little
fired up. When I was throwing in
the outfield before the game my
arm felt very good. And I was
warming up back there (before
taking the mound) I was throw-
ing with some good velocity, a
good fastball, came in here and I

was confident that I could retire
(the batters in the 3rd inning)
without any harm,” Knight said.

Knight said despite having
thrown four plus innings in the
Cougars’ win over Summit, es-
sentially pitching on two days of
rest, his arm felt strong. “I felt
pretty good. Fastball felt good,
curveball was all right. But can’t
ask for anything more than that,”
he said.

West Essex Head Coach Scott
Illiano, who was baffled how the
tide turned against his squad,
said, “I thought Patrick Knight
was exceptional in relief. He didn’t
appear to be fatigued or tired in
any way. And I thought what
appeared to be us having a mo-
mentum shift and on the brink of
maybe busting the game open,
was actually a turning point for
them. Where he came in and he
closed the door, he struck out
two in a row. And then the game
just got away from us a little bit

in a lot of ways.”
Cranford manufactured a run

in the third to narrow the West
Essex lead. But the game was
blown wide open when seven
Cougars scratched the plate with
the help of six hits.

The Cougars scored five more
times over the last two innings,
taking advantage of several de-
fensive lapses. Cranford plated
the game-clinching run from third
base, when a pitched ball eluded
the catcher.

Coach Illiano said his team had
not surrendered that many hits
in a game all season and praised
the Cranford hitting approach.
He said it, “seems like their hit-
ters really stay within them-
selves, they don’t try to do too
much. They’ll use the whole field.
They’ll go the other way. They’ll
put it on the ground, they don’t
pop up.”

Ravetier said leaving the game
was never an option. “When I got

hit, I was still trying to make the
play, there was no way that I was
going to let it go just like that.
After he (the runner) was called
safe the pain kind of hit me a little
bit and it hurt really bad, but
there was no way I was going to
come out of this game. There
was no way I was going to let my
boys down,” Ravetier said.

Responding to how it feels to
repeat as sectional champs,
Ravetier said, “It’s fantastic, it’s
great to be back here and just
winning again. We’re going for
another North Jersey champion-
ship; try to get back to another
state championship.”

The Cougar players happily con-
gratulated each other afterwards,
but the celebration was some-
what muted. The players, collec-
tively, took the win in stride.

Coach McCaffery said he be-
lieves the players feel a respon-
sibility to continue the program’s
winning tradition. “That’s a credit

to all the kids that played before
in this program. There had to be
20 to 25 players, former players
that were here. We know that
they were talking, texting, a num-
ber of them came to practice the
last couple of days and talked to
them to kind of let them know
that there’s a certain level of
expectations when you play here
at Cranford,” Coach McCaffery
said.

“It’s one game at a time and
this is a six-round fight. That’s
the way they look at it in the
state tournament. You’ve got to
win one round at a time and you
have to take it one game at a
time, and now we have to get
ready for Tuesday,” he said.

The Cougars would face 22-6
Mount Olive, who nipped Mahwah
3-2 for the Section 1 champion-
ship June 3, at Belleville High
School.
West Essex 012 001 4
Cranford 101 732 14

Cougars Topple West Essex Knights, 14-4, for North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 Crown

Photos by Lance Tupper
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Blue Devils Knock Off Southern Regional, 10-6, for Group 4 Boys Lacrosse Crown

More on next page
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Blue Devils Sink BridgeH2O-Raritan, 5-0, in North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 Baseball
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Millers Sting Blue Devils, 3-0, for North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 Baseball Crown
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* Raiders, Blue Devils, Cougars Advance to Track & Field Meet of Champions *

Story on page 11

of The Westfield Leader
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Greater Westfield Area C of C News:
Garwood will be Rockin’ on Sunday
Presented by the Greater

Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce on Sunday, June 8, from
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. (rain or shine)
in downtown Garwood — Wel-
come to Garwood Rocks!, home
of New Jersey’s most exciting car
show and live music outdoor fes-
tival, suitable for all the family to
enjoy! Featuring an all day live
stage, with numerous bands, en-
tertainment, vendors, festival
foods and amusement rides,
Garwood, N.J. is revving up to
celebrate spring in style. Center
Street will be closed to traffic
from South Avenue to Unami Park.

Join us for an entire day of
family fun and Rock ‘n’ Roll, with
a top class car show hosted by

Hot Rod “Mike.” The live music,
presented by Crossroads, in-
cludes top bands starting at 10
a.m. with the RMC Rock Shop
Band; 11:30 a.m. Cranford Gui-
tar All-Stars, 1 p.m., Nikki Briar
and The Sweet Briar Band; 2:30
p.m., The Benjamins and at 4
p.m., The Brother John Brown
Band. Many artisans and crafters
will be displaying paintings, pot-
tery, photography, handmade
jewelry, furniture and many other
unique gifts. Food vendors will
be selling culinary delights. Stroll-
ing entertainment will entertain
festival goers. There will be a
KidZone with rides and activities
by the Garwood Family Y at Lo-
cust Avenue. Get ready to rock!

By BRIAN TRUSDELL

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Sal Piarulli beat
incumbent Pat Quattrocchi for
the Republican nomination for
Garwood mayor in Tuesday’s Pri-
mary Election, topping a sweep
for Councilman Jim Mathieu’s
conservative faction which also
took control of the borough’s GOP
committee by winning six of eight
seats.

Mr. Piarulli won 113 to 99, earn-
ing the right to face Democrat
and former councilman Charles
Lombardo, who ran unopposed in
his party’s Primary, in November.

“I’m ecstatic,” said Mr. Piarulli,
who waited at Borough Hall to
get the results with his wife and
two of his children. “I was cau-
tiously optimistic. For three
months, walking the streets, talk-
ing to people, telling them my
plan, I really feel help put me

over the top.”
Mrs. Quattrocchi was seeking a

second term as mayor, having
run and been elected with Mr.
Mathieu four years ago.

“I don’t know what to say. I just
don’t have anything to say,” Mrs.
Quattrocchi said. “I don’t want to
say anything I may regret later.”

Mr. Piarulli won in three of the
borough’s four districts.

Mr. Mathieu, who won re-elec-
tion to his council seat in Novem-
ber, moved to take control of the
Garwood GOP by running six can-
didates, including himself and
his wife, Liz, in three of the
borough’s four districts.

Mr. Mathieu defeated Glenn A.
Sytko, 43 to 36, and Mrs. Mathieu
beat Cheryl A. Niedermaier, 40
to 38, in District 2; Mr. Piarulli
beat Victor DeFilippo, 15 to 8,
while Mr. Piarulli’s wife, Linda
Morello, defeated Mr. DeFilippo’s
wife, Judy, 13 to 9, in District 4;

in District 3, Dominick Zurzolo
beat Garwood GOP Chairman
John Quattrocchi, 29 to 22, and
Mr. Zurzolo’s wife, Erika, defeated
Mrs. Quattrocchi, 28 to 24.

In District 1, Carol Kearney and
Gene Jannotti ran unopposed,
with Mr. Mathieu’s endorsed can-
didate, Alex Grohol, who ran as a
write-in, received only one vote.

“I’m very happy; that’s obvi-
ous. The people wanted to take
the local GOP in a more conser-
vative direction,” said Mr.
Mathieu, who thanked the
Quattocchis for leading the Re-
publican Party, “when nobody
else would.”

Ms. Kearney and Richard Dolan,
who ran unopposed for the Re-
publican nominations for borough
council, will face incumbent
Democrats Sara Todisco and Lou
Petruzzelli, who also ran unop-
posed.

Democrats control four of the
six council seats. The only other
Republican on the council, Mike
Martin, supported Mrs.
Quattrocchi’s campaign.

Mr. Mathieu vowed to work with
Ms. Kearney and Mr. Dolan, who
campaigned for Mrs. Quattrocchi,
to elect the full Republican slate
in November with Mr. Piarulli atop
the ticket.

“I look forward to a spirited
campaign against Councilwoman
Todisco and Councilman
Petruzzelli,” Mr. Dolan said. “I’m
disappointed Mayor Quattrocchi
did not win the Primary.”

Ms. Todisco and Mr. Petruzzelli
will run with Mr. Lombardo, who
said he was not concerned with
the Republican Primary outcome.

“It doesn’t matter,” he said.
“Our campaign already is in full
swing.”

Army Corps’ 2 to 3 Years
From Finishing Flood Study

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — The United States
Army Corps of Engineers (USACE)
is two to three years away from
fully completing its study on how
to alleviate flood impacts along
the Rahway River, Deputy Dis-
trict Engineer Joseph Seebode
said at a packed public informa-
tion session held last Wednes-
day in the township committee
chambers.

The USACE began its study in
1999, after Hurricane Floyd hit
and devastated the region, and it
would be another two to three
years before the study is pre-
sented to Congress and a deci-
sion made by Congress, Mr.
Seebode said.

“It will probably take five to 10
years before you start to see the
benefits of a flood risk reduction
benefit,” Mr. Seebode said.

The USACE conducted prelimi-
nary economic analyses on 10
flood risk management alterna-
tives and three met the potential
for a positive benefit-to-cost ra-
tio necessary to apply for federal
funding. The 10 alternatives
range from $15 million to $230
million. The USACE looked at
how these alternatives would op-
erate in a 100-year flood.

The three alternatives include
proposals to build a dry deten-
tion basin in the South Mountain
Reservation, construction of new
outlets on the Orange Reservoir
in conjunction with channel modi-
fications in Cranford, and non-
structural modifications to struc-
tures within the 10-year flood
plain in Cranford.

“We are developing a tenta-
tively selected plan. I believe it
will be one of the three... I think
number four (Orange Reservoir)
as the process has gone on has
begun to present itself to make a

lot of sense in terms of the mini-
mal amount of work, the large
amount of benefit, and the lesser
amount of environmental dam-
ages, cultural resource damages,
and recreational damages…,” Mr.
Seebode said.

Modifying the dam structure in
the Orange Reservoir would cost
close to $69 million. It would
include replacing existing pipes,
which currently are not able to
pass floodwaters fast enough,
and putting new, larger pipes
into the dam, and gates and
levers to control the water, Mr.
Seebode said. Also, it included
modifying the shape of the river.

Included in this alternative
would be modifying or replacing
the North Avenue and North
Union Avenue bridges in
Cranford, which have impacted
flooding in Cranford, Mr. Seebode
said.

Also, Hansel Dam near the
Cranford Canoe Club, and
Droescher Dam, would be re-
moved, he said. The township is
concerned  that removing Hansel
Dam in Cranford would mean
that the water levels in the river
by the canoe club during dry
days would be low to nil, and
thus the river could not be used
for recreation.

“Both the South Mountain de-
tention basin and the Orange
Reservoir modification would
store peak storm water which
according to the USACE calcula-
tions, would reduce water eleva-
tions by about one foot in
Cranford; upstream in Millburn it
would be a greater benefit,” Dan
Aschenbach, former township
mayor and member of the
Mayor’s Council Rahway River
Flood Control, told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times.

The non-structural modifica-
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Garwood GOP Elects Piarulli
In Primary to Replace Mayor

Probitas Verus Honos
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Garwood BOE Agrees on
Contract With Quigley

By BRIAN TRUSDELL

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The board of edu-
cation has agreed to contract
terms with school Superinten-
dent Teresa Quigley and “reached
a consensus” to extend her con-
tract, Board President Christine
Guerriero told The Westfield
Leader.

Ms. Guerriero would not di-
vulge the terms of the contract
following a more than hour-long
closed-door executive session on
May 28 at a special meeting of
the board at Lincoln School.

“We’ve agreed, and a majority
of the board reached a consen-
sus,” she said. “[The contract]
will be shared with our full board
at our next meeting.”

The next meeting of the board
is Tuesday, June 24.

Only five of the nine board mem-
bers were present: Amanda
Langston, Adele Lewis, Aaron
Watkins, Susan Groning and Ms.
Guerriero.

Ms. Guerriero said the reason for
the special meeting was because
the contract needed to be submit-
ted for approval by Union County
Office of Education Interim Execu-
tive County Superintendent
Kathleen Serafino and returned to
Ms. Quigley by June 1.

Ms. Guerriero said Ms. Quigley
has been with Garwood schools
since the 1990s, beginning as a
teacher, then serving as principal
before replacing Wilfred Murphy
as interim superintendent in the
2007-2008 school year.

By MEGAN K. SCOTT

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The planning
board approved a change of use
variance to enable construction
of nine townhouses on a lot zoned
as single-family residential on
Fourth Avenue. The lot had been
grandfathered for commercial
use for the previous owner’s ca-
tering business - Five Star Cater-
ing — as a pre-existing, non-
conforming use.

The meeting, designated as “bi-
furcated” by attorneys, consid-
ered only the “change of use.”
Detailed drawings will be required
to be submitted and approved at
later hearings.

The owners are proposing to
spend more than $5 million to
build the townhomes. The 5-2
vote on May 28 came after nearly
three hours of testimony – in-
cluding from a site planner, traf-
fic safety engineer and architect

– and concerns from several resi-
dents about the impact on traf-
fic, property values and the aes-
thetics of the neighborhood.

Planning board members Bruce
Paterson and Robert Scherer
voted no. Mayor Pat Quattrocchi
and Bill Nierstedt, a borough
councilman, were not permitted
to vote because of their positions
on borough council.

The meeting lasted so long that
board members voted to sus-
pend their bylaws and go past 11
p.m. because they wanted to
resolve the issue.

“I feel that what we have here
is something that’s going to be
done smart,” said Kathleen
Villaggio, acting as board presi-
dent in the absence of Steven
Greet. “It’ll look nice. Not just
nice. It will look great. I think
that it has met the burden of
use.”

The one-acre linear property is
adjacent to the Brookside De-

tention Basin in Cranford and
used to be home to Heidi’s Deli.

No site plan was approved at
the meeting, but renderings were
displayed to give board mem-
bers and residents an idea of the
envisioned community, which
would be restricted to those 55
and older.

The development would include
four, three-bedroom, and five,
two-bedroom townhomes, each
2,900 to 3,100 square feet, and
include two garage spaces. Each
townhome would have its own
elevator. Trash and snow removal
would be handled privately and
administered through a
homeowners association.

Planner John McDonough put
the price point near $600,000.

The developer hoped to allay
community concerns about traf-
fic by highlighting that the devel-
opment would be accessed by a
driveway off of Fourth Avenue
and include a striped turnaround
for visitors and service vehicles
like garbage trucks and snow
plows. Therefore, vehicles would
not have to back out of the devel-
opment onto Fourth Avenue un-
like the catering business, which
moved to Westfield a month ago,
and two single-family homes,
Traffic Safety Engineer Joseph
Staigar said.

tions would pertain to 66 struc-
tures, mostly homes, in the 10-
year flood plain in Cranford. This
alternative would cost about $15.5
million. The work would include
raising homes past the flood lev-
els, dry proofing and wet proof-
ing. It also identified two homes
as a buyout. This alternative would
be funded partially by federal
funding and partially by state and
township funding, meaning the
township would most likely need
to bond, and tax residents for
that bond, for the money to pay
for this work. The federal govern-
ment would pay 75 percent with
the state and municipal govern-
ment sharing 25 percent.

A group of people have op-

posed the South Mountain de-
tention basin, which was pro-
posed to be an 810-foot long and
75-foot high dam in the South
Mountain Reservation. The envi-
ronmental impacts it would have
there is one of the biggest con-
cerns for those opposed to the
project. This project would cost
about $108 million.

“That alternative is extremely
controversial. We have not re-
ceived a single letter approving
that alternative,” Mr. Seebode
said.

Once the alternatives are se-
lected the USACE will need to
secure about $2.4 million, co-
shared by the state, to complete
its study.

Army Corps’ 2-3 Yr. Flood Study

Garwood Board OKs Use
Variance, 4th Ave. Developer

CONTINUED ON  PAGE 13

Local Letters to the Editor
On ‘Trademarked Seal,’ County Was

Wrong, the People Are Stronger
In a recent edition of “Union

County Directions” mailed out to
each household right before this
election, Freeholder Chairman
Hudak proudly proclaimed on
page 2 that Union County gov-
ernment is a strong government.
Below is his and the county’s
apparent attempt.

In a move akin to not allowing
the people to display the Ameri-
can flag, in 2011 Union County
government came down with le-
gal force on a Cranford resident,
Tina Renna, for displaying the
Union County seal in her monthly
watchdog program, “Union County
Citizen’s Forum” which was shown
on local access channel 35 out of
Cranford. Union County also gave
a cease and desist order to the
Cranford TV station.

Union County government
claimed that “their” seal is trade-
marked, even though the federal
government rejected the county’s
application for trademark. In the
following court case, which was
brought by “The Rutherford In-
stitute,” a first amendment ad-
vocacy group, the judge asked
why the county asserted the seal
was trademarked when it wasn’t;
the county responded that they
didn’t know the answer. Just re-
cently the judge ruled in favor of
the Rutherford Institute allowing
Tina Renna and channel 35 to
use the county seal.

It appears that the county con-
trives intimidation tactics on resi-
dents and entities that bring
transparency to Union County

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Freeholders Refuse to Be Held
Accountable for Sale of Runnells

Freeholder Bruce Bergen,
quoted in the May 22nd issue of
The Westfield Leader, when asked
about the sale of Runnells Hospi-
tal, called it: “an unfortunate situ-
ation which was not caused by us
(Union County Freeholders).” He
went on to pass the blame for the
closing of Runnells onto the state
citing declining Medicare and
Medicaid reimbursements. His
comment is as laughable and be-
lievable as when a mother catches
her child doing wrong and the
child tells the mother he/she didn’t
do it, someone else did it. Can’t
you just hear the words roll of the
child’s mouth: ‘I’m sorry mom
you just have to believe me that
it’s just an unfortunate situation
not caused by me?’

Well if that be the case, then
how does he explain why five
companies, with years of experi-
ence in running nursing homes,
knowing the above and that when
the hospital’s financials were fi-
nally revealed it was disclosed to
be losing upward of $13.5 million
per year, answered the county’s
RFP for the sale of the hospital?
Why would any astute business-
man wish to take on these hurdles
and the terms of sale that would
also require the new owner to: 1)
keep the same level of patient
care, 2) same level of food ser-
vice, 3) same number of beds, 4)
now have to pay city, county, and
state taxes on the property, and
5) and if by chance it should show
profitability the profits must be
shared with the county? His rea-
soning defies commonsense. The
only thing to presumably to have
changed would be the manage-
ment. The reality that the facility
now has to be sold is exclusively
due to the county’s mismanage-
ment of the facility attributable to
too many patronage jobs with

salaries/benefits not in-line with
the private sector; which in my
book equates to mismanagement
on the part of the county.

But if by chance mismanage-
ment is not the reason then I put
forth that maybe it needs to be
sold in order to pay for the new
Galloping Hill Golf Course ban-
quet hall/learning center/driving
range and 2016 NJ Open quality
golf course or the bond pay-
ments for the bankrupt Tioga
Energy Solar fiasco that the en-
tire county is on the hook for.

Jim Buettner
Cranford

More Letters to the Editor

government, this not being the
first. A 2012 indictment and court
hearing from the Union County
prosecutor to make Ms. Renna
divulge names of county em-
ployees who took home county
electrical generators during
Superstorm Sandy. As an inves-
tigative journalist consistently
exposing issues with the county
government, she came into in-
formation from a whistleblower
and noted the employee “bor-
rowing” in an Internet article.
The county was embarrassed at
this public revealing of “borrow-
ing” generators, and instead of
investigating internally they used
this issue to pursue her. How-
ever, this investigative journal-
ist fought the case to reveal the
names and source. The judge
ruled she did not have to divulge
any information.

Maybe “they” want a strong
government. Fortunately, the
people are stronger.

Bruce Paterson
Garwood

Trademark Seal

On Wednesday, May 28, 2014,
at the Garwood Planning Board
meeting, I was disturbed to see
that the meeting was run by the
board attorney and not by the
board chair. The attorney sat on
the dais and directed all actions
including re-framing testimony
of speakers, cross examining
witnesses, dominating discus-
sion, collaborating directly with
applicant’s attorney and drawing
conclusions to his own choosing.

He steered the outcome. He
even suspended the rules of the
board that calls for adjournment
at 11 p.m. – whereby matters
then are ordinarily continued at
future meetings.

I appreciate that planning and
zoning boards require detailed le-
gal review of applications thus
considerable attorney involvement
may be required. However, for the
attorney to actually run the meet-
ing is inappropriate in my view.

As with council meetings and as
to how business is conducted in
other towns, attorneys are hired
as advisers to provide advice when
requested by the officials. They
do not  run the meetings.

Horace Corbin
Garwood

Editor’s Note: See the Garwood
article in this edition. Mr. Corbin
is publisher of the newspaper.

** A Matter of Governance **

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
AND THEY’RE OFF...The Centennial Village Velocity 5K Race on Sunday morning in Cranford draws a large crowd
of runners. The race is sponsored by the Centennial Village Group, which works to beautify and revitalize Cranford's
Centennial Avenue business district.
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While the curvature of the ac-
cess road impairs site visibility, it
will control the speed of the ve-
hicles, he said.

Mr. Staigar said the results of
his traffic impact study found
that the townhomes would gen-
erate only two to three trips per
hour during peak times, about
the same as the three single-
family homes previously ap-
proved.

“The point is just by taking the
sheer numbers, there is no im-
pact,” Mr. Staigar said.

Mr. McDonough said the devel-
opment would fit in with the
state’s master plan, which en-
courages a greater density of
homes – compact, cohesive de-
velopments – near transit hubs
and various types of housing.
“You’re not necessarily sure what
you are going to get with a single-
family development except for
what you see cut up with the
subdivision lines.

“The negative attributes of the
project are very minimal,” he
said. “The use creates nothing
detrimental to public health, pub-
lic safety, public welfare.”

Borough Planner Victor Vinegra
referenced the Pointe develop-
ment and said it was successfully
commercially – the homes have
the highest resale value – and
also benefited the town because
of its high tax ratable.

“There is a market for new
townhouse development and that
people will overpay to be with an
association, to be within an area
where it is controlled, and to not
have kids,” Mr. Vinegra said.

But Mr. Paterson was not
swayed. He felt the development
was too big and did not fit the
character of the neighborhood.
Mr. Scherer said he wanted to
stick to the original plan of the
three single-family homes but
did not elaborate.

Resident Horace Corbin spoke
of the wetlands in the immediate

vicinity that had been recently
“clear-cut” and destroyed. Mr.
Corbin presented photographs
taken last week though he was
not sure of the precise property
line boundaries.

The planning board passed the
change of use with the stipula-
tion that the wetlands on the
proposed site would not be vio-
lated.

Resident Al Del Conte spoke in
support of the project.

“I think this project here is
beautiful,” he said. “Whether it
fits in the neighborhood or not,
it’s a little bit better than what is
there right now.”

Project officials, who provided
property blueprints, drawings
and an artist’s rendering, did
not have a timetable to submit a
site plan for the development
other than to say as soon as
possible.

Earlier, the council approved
an application to allow Frank
Hirsch to subdivide his two lots
between Willow and South Av-
enues into three, one of which
would be undersized. Mr. Hirsch,
whose partner Joseph Ragonese
operates J.B. Ragonese Con-
struction Co. on the site, testi-
fied he intended to sell the un-
dersized lot to Sam Mikhail,
owner of Prestige Auto Body on
the adjacent lot to the east.

Prestige has been using a
building on the undersized lot
as storage.

Mr. Hirsch needed the board
to grant a use variance for com-
mercial purposes since he in-
tends to erect a building on the
site for construction purposes.
The use variance was required
because the area is zoned resi-
dential, although witnesses and
board members all acknowl-
edged there is no residential
property at the far eastern end
of Willow Avenue.

Brian Trusdell contributed to
this report.

GW Bd OKs 4th Ave. Variance

CRANFORD –Union County will
sponsor a household special
waste collection event this Sat-
urday, June 7, so Union County
residents can get rid of outdated
or unwanted household chemi-
cals, mercury thermostats, pro-
pane tanks, and automobile tires
in an environmentally safe man-
ner. The collection will take place
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the
Union County College campus,
1033 Springfield Avenue in
Cranford, opposite Nomahegan
Park.

Union County residents are eli-
gible to participate at no cost.
Pre-registration is not required.

All that residents need to do is
drive to the site with their house-
hold special waste, propane
tanks, automobile tires, and
mercury thermostats. Workers
at the site will unload the ve-
hicles.

“Household special waste” in-
cludes oil-based paint and var-
nish, antifreeze, aerosol cans, pool
chemicals, corrosives, pesticides,
herbicides, solvents, thinners, fire
extinguishers, motor oil and oil
filters, gasoline, batteries, ther-
mostats, fluorescent bulbs (un-
broken), blood pressure devices,
and mercury switches. Only ma-
terials in original or labeled con-
tainers will be accepted. No con-
tainers larger than five gallons
will be accepted.

Latex (water-based) paint and
empty cans will not be accepted.
They should be disposed of in
with the regular garbage. Left-
over latex paint can be air-dried
or, to hasten the drying process,
kitty litter and/or newspaper can
be added to hasten the drying.

“This is a great opportunity to
recycle up to eight tires and dis-
pose of old chemical containers
that are cluttering up the base-
ment or the garage, or taking up

space under the kitchen sink,”
said Freeholder Chairman Chris
Hudak, liaison to the Union
County Solid Waste Advisory
Board. “Our homes become safer
once they are rid of hazardous
and combustible waste.”

There is a limit of eight auto-
mobile tires (without rims) per
household. This is a household
recycling event. No businesses
will accepted. A complete list of
the materials that will be ac-
cepted on June 7 is available at
the Union County Bureau of Re-
cycling and Planning website,
www.ucnj.org/recycle.

The collection will be held rain
or shine. Proof of Union County
residency is required. For more
information, please call the Re-
cycling Hotline at (908) 654-
9889.

Hazardous Waste to Be
Collected Saturday at UCC

Floraphile to Feature
‘Sex in the Garden’

CRANFORD — The Floraphile
Garden Club of Cranford will cel-
ebrate the end of its club year on
Monday, June 16, from 12:30 to
2 p.m. with a presentation by
Hollace Hoffman entitled “Sex in
the Garden.”

This program will offer a fun
look into pollination, pollinators
and the dating strategies of small
mammals, birds and other gar-
den residents. It will take place
at the Hanson House, located at
38 Springfield Avenue in
Cranford. Guests are welcome.

Everyone is asked to bring an
appetizer, finger sandwiches or
dessert to share. There also will
be a plant swap, so participants
are invited to bring a plant from
their garden or home to trade for
something new.

Anyone interested in joining
the Floraphile Garden Club of
Cranford or seeking more infor-
mation on upcoming events is
asked to contact Mary Ellen at
mecrafts@verizon.net or to like
the club on Facebook at
f a c e b o o k . c o m /
floraphilegardenclub.

GRADUATION DAY…Mother Seton students lead the Commencement pro-
cession on May 29. Pictured, left to right, are: Elizabeth Valenti, U.S. Flag;
Caitlyn Lagrada, candle-bearer; Amanda Blanco, cross; Catherine Bialkowski,
candle-bearer; Elizabeth Stoldt, Papal Flag; Marialaina Nissenbaum, yearbook
and Erin Alexander, diploma.
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