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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Effective pitching from both
teams led to a low-scoring, 4-2,
victory by the Westfield 10U base-
ball team over Chatham at
Gumbert 1 Field in Westfield on
July 12. The Blue Devils, recent
District 12 10U champions, took
advantage of a few opportunities
to earn the victory.

Mark Gialluisi pitched the first
three innings for Westfield and
yielded two unearned runs on
two hits, while walking two, hit-
ting a batter and striking out two.

Even Tompkins stepped in for the
final three innings and tossed a
no-hit shutout, while walking just
one and fanning two. Colin Minter
started for Chatham and allowed
three runs on four hits, while
walking one and striking out two.
Marc Bliemel pitched the next
two innings, allowing one run on
three hits, while walking three
and striking out two.

Chatham catcher Will Ferris ini-
tiated a third-to-second rundown
in the first inning to prevent, at
least, an additional run then third
baseman Collin Fitzgerald ab-

sorbed a steaming grounder in
the third and converted it to a
putout. In the fourth inning,
leftfielder Max Williams made a
fine running catch.

Westfield catcher Jack Lanza
made a super diving catch in the
third inning. Centerfielder James
Haley made a great snow cone
snag in the fourth inning. In the
fifth inning, third baseman Ryan
Friedberg covered a bunt well
enough to make a putout at first
then, on the next play, Tompkins
used his catlike reflexes to snare
a vicious line drive.

Westfield totaled seven hits and
Jack Barker tripled and walked in
his two plate appearances. Lanza
doubled, scored and walked in
his two appearances. Tompkind

GIALLUISI, TOMPKINS SILENCE CHATHAM BATTERS; BARKER 3B; LANZA, TOMPKINS 2B

Westfield 10U Wins Pitchers’ Duel over Chatham 10U, 4-2
doubled and scored. Walter
Schwartz singled and scored.
Mike McKenna (walk), Gialluisi
and Aidan Scheper each singled.
Steve Angeli had an RBI, Haley
scored once, Aidan Kearny had a
sacrifice bunt and Kevin Yang
walked once.

Chatham caught Westfield a
little off-guard in the top of the
first and plated two runs. Max
Williams reached on an error and
TJ Mackessy hopped a single past
short. After a double steal, an-
other error allowed Williams to
score then a third error allowed
Mackessy to score.

Westfield answered with a run
when Schwartz plopped a single
near first and managed to score

after a passed ball and a throw-
ing error. Westfield then knotted
the score when Lanza lashed a
leadoff double to left and scored
on Angeli’s grounder to third.

Westfield took a 3-2 lead in the
third when Haley scored, then
the final run crossed the plate in
the fifth when Tompkins drilled a
double, Scheper laid down a per-
fect bunt single and McKenna
singled over first.

“Defensively, both teams
played great. We stole a few runs
and I am proud of the boys, 4-2,
baseball game. Chatham’s a
great team. First inning, we gave
up a couple of unearned runs,
but our pitching threw strikes.
That was the key. We don’t walk
more than two, three kids a game.
That’s a lot for us. Defensively,Probitas Verus Honos
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that first inning today, we made
three errors. Outside of that, we
are usually solid with that. Very
disciplined baseball team,”
Westfield Head Coach Pete
Gialluisi said.

The Westfield 10 team has also
been in the midst of the state
tournament.

“We have been together three
years in the summer and the fall.
Right now, we are in the state
tournament and we are hoping
to go to the semifinals. We
opened up against North
Hunterdon. We lost our first
game, came out and played
Kinnelon, so now we are 1-1.
Tomorrow, we go back down to
Monroe Township where the
states are played and we play
against Millburn/Short Hills. We
win then we advance to the semi-
finals. We played them in the

championship game of the Dis-
trict Tournament. We beat them,
11-3, but they are a good ball
club. It just happened that the

bats came alive for us,” Coach
Gialluisi said.
Chatham 200 000 2
Westfield 111 01x 4

Westfield 10s Win 4-2 Pitchers’ Duel over Chatham Cougars at Gumbert 1 Field

Probitas Verus Honos
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Roselle Park 9U Panthers Out-Pounce Westfield Black, 15-10, at Gumbert 3
Story on page 9

of The Westfield Leader
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St. Nicholas Oldtimers Hold Off St. John Paul II, 7-6, at Forest Road Park

Story on page 10

of The Westfield Leader
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* Westfield Silver 12s Stall Westfield White’s Sixth Inning Comeback, 7-5 *

Story on page 11

of The Westfield Leader
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* Mo-Town Rock ‘N’ Rolls Past Westfield Blue 11/12s at Gumbert 1 Field *

Story on page 9

of The Westfield Leader
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By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Representatives
from Winning Strategies, a pub-
lic relations firm, gave a presen-
tation Monday night at the Town-
ship Committee’s workshop
meeting on its efforts to expedite
the process of applying for fund-
ing for the United States Army
Corps of Engineers’ tentatively
selected alternatives for the
flooding reduction efforts along
the Rahway River. A total of $1.2
million is needed to finish the
study, Mike Merola said.

“The corps has laid out three to
five years — our goal is to make
it no longer than three (years),”
Mr. Merola said.

Township Engineer Carl O’Brien
said the 2014 paving project and
partial paving of Lincoln Avenue
and South Avenue will go out to
bid this week.

“Once the paving projects are
underway I want to look at the
stormwater management
projects,” Mr. O’Brien said. He
said he wants to prioritize areas

where recent storms have hit the
hardest.

Ed Davenport of local TV 35
said the station is coming to the
end of its free period with
pegcentral.com, an Internet site
that makes available to the pub-
lic televised videos of township
meetings. To continue with the
service it would cost $235 per
month, he said, which is avail-
able in the studio’s budget.

Resident Derek Brooks of
Buchanan Street asked the town-
ship committee to consider
changing the two-hour parking
limit on Buchanan Street to resi-
dential parking only. He had
started a petition, with 21 names
of area residents, supporting his
proposal.

“I am asking for this ordinance
amendment because of the fact
there is consistent business that
impedes the opportunity for resi-
dents to feel comfortable in park-
ing in their own neighborhood, as
well as the continued propositions
of future developments that are
going in,” Mr. Brooks said.

CF Committee Approves
$5.5-Mil. Bond Ordinance

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township
committee on Tuesday approved
on final reading an ordinance to
appropriate $5,455,000 to fund
over $4 million in milling, pav-
ing, and curbing roads, as well as
addressing some drainage issues
of streets; equipment for the
Department of public Works
(DPW), police and fire depart-
ments, and improvements to Lin-
coln, Sherman and Roosevelt
Parks.

Improvements to the munici-
pal building was authorized us-
ing over $1 million in insurance
claims from damages incurred
from Hurricane Irene in 2011.

Droeschers Mill, located on Lin-
coln Avenue East, was desig-
nated a Cranford Historic Land-
mark. The mill is already on the
National Register of Historic
Places.

A resolution was passed to ex-
ecute an agreement and general
release between the township
and former Township Engineer
Richard Marsden, Jr. Engineer
Carl O’Brien has replaced Mr.
Marsden.

The township authorized an
interlocal agreement between the
township and the board of edu-
cation in connection with a school
resource officer. “We are under
constant attack from drugs, al-

Photo courtesy of Bruce Paterson
POWER AND BEAUTY...Bruce Paterson of Garwood shares The Westfield
Leader with a Clydesdale while on a recent trip to St. Louis, Mo.

Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader
WINNING STRATEGY...Mike Merola, top left, and Kristen Michaels, top
right, of Winning Strategies, discuss the company’s role in expediting the Army
Corps of Engineers’ project along the Rahway River at the Cranford Township
Committee workshop meeting on Monday night.

Cranford Discusses Speeding Up
Army Corps of Engineering Funding

Nearby are the Cranford Cen-
tennial Avenue Pool, Triestina Res-
taurant and a baseball field, he
said. Mr. Brooks also attended last
week’s planning board meeting,
when an application was heard for
a new mixed-use building on the
corner of Centennial Avenue and
Cranford Terrace. The applicant
had proposed residents and pa-
trons of this new development
could use Buchanan Street, among
other streets, to park since the
proposed plan does not provide
sufficient parking according to
township zoning laws.

Cranford Fire Chief Leonard
Dolan discussed the revised hir-
ing, promotion and firing policy of
the fire department. The commit-
tee had asked for the policy to be
consistent, Commissioner Mary
O’Connor said.

Resident Barbara Krause sug-
gested the development at 555
South Avenue is of flimsy quality,
in what she said appears to be
“frame only” and is “inferior” to
neighboring Garwood, which has
a development using cinderblock.

 “In the past two to three years
we now have 555 South Avenue,
we have Birchwood coming up
and Riverfront already com-
pleted… There is a major shift in
the character of the town. Many
people have noticed this. People
come to Cranford because of the
street trees, and the parks, etc.,”
Mrs. Krause said.

In the beginning of the meeting,
she handed to the committee a
summary of a report by Gary Moll
of Global Ecosystem Center. In
the summary, Mr. Moll discusses
his evaluation of Union County
College’s 4.5 acres of forested
land, where the college had pro-
posed a turf field. His evaluation
says the forested area is very
dense. Should a turf field replace
the trees, he said the stormwater
runoff would double. CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The planning
board continued its hearing last
Wednesday on the application of
Emanuel Nimrud, who is seeking
permission to construct a three-
story building with retail on the
first floor and six apartments on
the second and third floors at
496 Centennial Avenue, in a B-3
Zone. The hearing will be carried
to the Wednesday, August 20
board meeting.

After the board expressed con-
cerns with aspects of the plan,
the applicant had the plans re-
vised, said Gerry Kitsopoulos,
attorney for the applicant. Addi-
tionally, the revised plan changed
the apartment layout from six,
two-bedroom units to four, one-

bedroom units and two, two-
bedroom units, in an effort to
alleviate parking concerns, Mr.
Kitsopoulos said.

The applicant is proposing 10
parking spots, where 20 are
needed under the ordinance. The
building was proposed to be
moved three feet to the right to
make room for an easement for
maintenance to the building on
the adjoining property line. By
shifting the building to the right,
a support beam originally in the
parking area was moved to a
handicapped aisle to negate any
concerns of cars navigating
around the beam into a parking
space. The on-site detention ba-
sin planned for the site would
also now have an extra line con-
nected to the township’s
stormwater management system
for overflow.

A soil study was conducted by
Nejm Jundi, a professional engi-
neer hired by the applicant. Mr.
Jundi said he excavated 12 feet
below the surface and found the
soil to be dense and to have a
percolation rate of 0 at 11 feet
down. “It will empty .2 inches
per hour,” Mr. Jundi said, which
is one inch every five hours. He
said that is less than usual.

“The overflow is a concern if we
are not getting the percolation
rates,” Township Engineer Carl
O’Brien said.

Mr. Kitsopoulos said the appli-
cant will comply with what the
township engineer requests be
done onsite for storm water man-
agement.

The plans submitted increase
the pervious surface from 3,235
square feet to 6,285 square feet
from the previous owner who
was there, Mayor Andis Kalnins
said.

The applicant also added more
lighting and added shields to the
lights. Andrew Ruskulus, a nearby

cohol, knives,” Mayor Andis
Kalnins said. “The majority is not
really the policing part of it, but
building a relationship with the
children in school,” the mayor
said.

Christian Pasternak and Ken-
neth Rutmayer were appointed
as communication officers within
the Cranford Police Department.
The openings were made avail-
able as promotions within the
police department occurred.

Cranford cancelled the canoe
races that are part of the July 4th
celebration held in the township.
“After a major rain event…there
was a concern there would be too
much rainfall and the river would
be too high, or we would have
potential flooding problems,”
Commissioner Tom Hannen, Jr.
said. The DPW had lowered the
water in the river to evade flood-
ing, he said.

“The engineering department
along with the Department of
Public Works is in an effort to try
and manage the recreational re-
source we have in the Rahway
River in a manner to help protect
residents...to prevent any local-
ized flooding we can control,” Mr.
Hannen said. He also requested
that motorists avoid driving into
any standing water in flooded
areas, as the fire department
has had to help people stranded
in their cars that were stuck in
flooded streets.

“We will be making some grant
applications in the coming
months,” said Deputy Mayor Lisa
Adubatu in connection to the
Rahway River flooding concerns.

The committee gave their con-
dolences to the family and friends
of the president of the Cranford
First Aid Squad, Barbara Ragone,
who passed away July 9. She
served 40 years on the volunteer
Cranford First Aid Squad. The
committee also offered their con-
dolences to family and friend of
former township chief financial
officer Tom Grady, who passed

away July 12.
The township will hold a farm-

ers’ market Thursdays in the Mu-
nicipal Parking Lot 1 from 2 to 6
p.m. with free parking available
then in that lot. There will be live
music and a yoga demonstration
during today’s market.

During public comments, Colby
Lane resident Mindy Kipness
asked the committee to find a
way to protect the wooded area
Union County College (UCC)
owns. “We want to make sure
that it is protected, not only for
us, but for those downstream,”
Ms. Kipness said. UCC had pro-
posed to cut down some 700
trees in over four acres of land
that borders Colby Lane in Cran-
ford to build a turf field. Last
month, the UCC board voted to
consider building the athletic field
in a county-owned park.

resident, had concerns about the
lighting shining into the adjacent
residential property.

Bahman Rzadme, traffic engi-
neer and civil engineer, con-
ducted two additional parking
surveys of the area since the
last meeting. He said there were
67 available on-street parking
spots in the surrounding area.
Mr. Rzadme said he considered
McLellan Street, Buchanan Place,
Cranford Terrace and Centen-
nial Avenue. He included eight
spots on the easterly side of
Cranford Terrace, which resi-
dents and the board said was
considered a no–parking area.

The board also had concerns
with the safety of residents hav-
ing to walk across Centennial
Avenue, which they said is a busy
street and does not have painted
crosswalks where the building
would be situated, from Buchanan
Place or McLellan Street.

Area residents showed concerns
regarding on-street parking in
an area which, they say, cur-
rently is congested with cars
parked on the street.

The applicant is proposing a
shared-parking agreement with
the business and the residents.
Township Planner Victor
Furmanec asked what time the
shared parking would be ex-
tended to residents of the build-
ing. Mr. Rzadme said residents
would be able to use the parking
lot after 6 p.m. Monday through
Saturday.

Board Secretary Kevin Illing
had brought to light that the
applicant needed to amend the
application and seek a design
waiver for the parking lot to be
25 feet from the front property
line.

Centennial Avenue Mixed-Use Plan
Draws Cranford Board Concerns

Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader
PERFORMANCE AWARDS…Chief Leonard Dolan of the Cranford Fire De-
partment presents EMS performance awards Tuesday night at the Cranford
Township Committee meeting. Firefighters/EMT Wes Ditzel, 3rd, Matt Steitz,
Arthur Anderson, Matt Lubin, Scott Miller, Brian Ingraham, John Dillon, Call
Fire Fighter and EMT Joseph Kopf, and Lt./EMT Jon Wojcik were presented
with the award.

CF Committee Approves Bond

Probitas Verus Honos
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