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l'ennemi du journaliste

WF’s MENDELSON 4 RBI; THORBURN STRONG ON MOUND; COUGAR KAMINSKI DBL, 2 RBI

Westfield Silver Plate 9 in 4th to Startle Cranford 11s, 18-6
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

One breakaway inning pro-
pelled the Westfield Silver 11s to
an 18-6, five inning victory over
the Cranford Cougars in New
Providence Green League action
at Gumbert 2 Field in Westfield
on July 1.

With the Cougars clinging to a
6-5 lead, the complexion of the
game changed drastically in the

bottom of the fourth inning when
the Blue Devils managed to
merge six hits, including three
doubles, with three walks and
two hit batters to cause a merry-
go-round of nine runs.

Offensively, Zach Mendelson led
the Blue Devils with a booming
three-run double and an RBI
single, while scoring twice, and
Charlie Breurer rapped a pair of
RBI singles and scored once.
Mendelson and Breurer were the
only Blue Devils not to draw a
walk or get hit by a pitch. Will
Skoletsky, however, received one

of each to go with his double and
three runs scored.

John Thorburn drilled a double
and took a fastball to the torso,
while scoring three times and
added an RBI. Dylan Berger
walked twice, rapped an RBI
single and scored twice. Tom
Clancy scored twice, singled,
walked once and had an RBI.
Jason Petruzzi poked an RBI
single, walked three times and
scored once. Jackson Jordan (2
walks) and Rob McIntyre (walk
& hit-by-pitch) each scored
twice. Russell Kobrin walked
once.

Quinn Dursee and Liam Devin,
who were on the Westfield High
School baseball team that won

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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the top of the first with an RBI
groundout by Kaminski and an
RBI single by Maggio. Westfield
went down 1-2-3 in their half of
the first then Cranford took a 3-
0 lead when Russell singled,
moved to second on a wild pitch,
stole third and scored on a
passed ball.

Westfield’s bats came to life in
the bottom of the second and
knotted the score. Mendelson’s
grounder to short caused an
overthrow. He then advanced to
third on a passed ball and scored
when Berger blasted a hard RBI
single off the pitcher’s shin.
Berger later scored on a wild
pitch then Skoletsky walked,
stole second, moved to third
and scored on Thorburn’s RBI
groundout.

Serson wiggled a one-out
single, which kindled a three-
run third inning. Wilde hopped
an RBI single and Hollander took
a fastball to the body. Wilde

scored when a pickoff attempt
sailed out of play then Kaminski
cracked an RBI double to left.
Westfield answered with two
runs on Clancy’s RBI groundout
and Mendelson’s RBI single.

After Cranford went down 1-2-
3 in the fourth, the walls came
tumbling down and Westfield
marched 14 batters to the plate
and nine of them scored. The
highlight was Mendelson’s three-
run double to center, and doubles
from Thorburn and Skoletsky.

With the help of two walks, a
hit batter, an error and Clancy’s
single, four more Blue Devils
scored in the fifth to end the
game.

“They moved to the bigger field
this year [50 mound to plate/70
base distance]. That’s a bit of an
adjustment. Their arms are not
as strong, kids are not as quick,
bats are not as strong. The
game’s changed, but we are
adapting,” Coach Dursee said.

“That’s why we are here. We
are here for the kids to have fun,
improve every game, our kids
get better and better. This is the
first year they are playing 50/
70. That’s huge, so the pitchers
are just getting used to the right
way to pitch, holding runners on
and pitching at this level,” Cou-
gar Head Coach Jimmy Russell
said.

Throughout the game, Devin
had been directing the signs to
the catchers.

“I have taken the liberty of
taking care of the catchers, first
basemen and outfielders.
Quinn’s got more of the pitchers
and infielders. It’s just like simple
signs, simple things for them to
understand,” he said.
Cranford 213 00 6
Westfield 032 94 18

Westfield Silver 11s Plate Nine in Fourth to Startle Cranford Cougars, 18-6, at Gumbert
nate with free passes due to the
pitching effectiveness of Clancy
and, especially, Thorburn, who
came in relief with one out in the
third and permitted only a double
and a single, while hitting a bat-
ter, for the remainder of the
game. Dom Fallone, JT Kaminski,
Christian Wilde and Lucas
Simpson shared the mound du-
ties for the Cougars.

Kaminski led the Cougars with
an RBI double and an RBI in his
other plate appearance. Kieran
Hollander singled, was hit-by-a-
pitch and scored twice. Wilde
had an RBI single and scored
once. JT Russell and Anthony
Serson each singled and scored
once. Fallone walked and scored
once. Matt Maggio (RBI) and
Aiden Riley each singled. Robbie
Salvatore walked and swiped a
base. Albert DeChillo, RJ Kelly
and Andrew Towne also had plate
appearances.

The Cougars scored twice in

the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 4 title in 2013, got to be on
the other side of the fence as the
coaches of the Westfield Silver.

“It’s a little change of pace. It’s
our first year out of playing. To
come back here as a coach, it’s
great. I am reliving my glory
days with these young kids. It’s
great seeing them grow as play-
ers throughout the season. We
are making progress. That’s all I
want to see as a coach,” Coach
Dursee said.

“Nobody likes to make that
transition between player and
coach. I would like to be playing
right now, but it’s fun. It’s defi-
nitely interesting, seeing it from
a different angle. We were in
this situation when we were 11
with our dads and the way that
they taught us. We try to model
ourselves after them and hope
that we can be the best we can
be,” Devin said.

The Cougars were not as fortu-
Probitas Verus Honos
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Thunder, lightning and rain cut
short what could have been an
exciting game between the
Westfield White 9U baseball team
and a solid Long Hill squad at
Gumbert 2 Field in Westfield on
July 3.

Long Hill, coached by Ken
McGoldrick, came into the game
with an unblemished record and
the Westfield White, coached by
Brett Fischer and Craig Billings
battled into the top of the second
inning when the sirens went off
and the field had to be evacuated
with Long Hill clinging to a 2-1
lead. However, despite such a
short outing, both teams dis-
played remarkable skills control
for that age group.

The Long Hill squad was com-
prised of Trenton Stanard, Tim
O’Connell, Evan Ravalli, Brett
Christopher, Riley McCann,
Mossimo Meehan, Tom Jova, Ken
McGoldrick, Martin Howell, Tom
Gifford and Matt Novello.
Westfield White consisted of Ja-
son Billings, Noah Fischer, Owen
Callahan, Theo Sica, Cameron
Gilman, Owen Shakal, Ben Kelly,
Jared Goldman, Anthony
Buoscio, Connor Loggie, Matt
Parrish and Leo Mangian.

For age nine an under pitch-
ers, the most difficult task is
getting the ball across the plate
to avoid yielding a large number
of walks. Both teams’ pitchers
did manage to exercise fine con-
trol.

Westfield White pitcher Ben Kelly

permitted only one walk in the
first inning and struck out one
batter, while allowing two singles
and two runs. Long Hill pitcher
Tim O’Connell walked no one and
recorded a strikeout, while allow-
ing three hits and one run in his
one inning on the mound.

FISCHER SNAGS WICKED LINER AT SHORTSTOP, SHAKAL SINGLES TO DRIVE IN CALLAHAN

WF White 9U and Long Hill Game Dampened at Gumbert
Fine fielding also played a ma-

jor role. Westfield White short-
stop Noah Fischer snagged a
hard low liner for an out and
Catcher Owen Callahan fired to
third baseman Theo Sica to pick
off a runner for the third out.
Long Hill leftfielder Tom Gifford
hauled in a difficult fly ball and
O’Connell, on the mound, man-
aged to get to a slow roller in
time to fire home to get a force
out to prevent Westfield White
from knotting the score.

In the Long Hill top of the first
inning, Trenton Stanard beat out
an infield single. O’Connell fol-
lowed with a free pass then
Fischer made his fine grab of a
liner off the bat of Evan Ravalli.
Kelly struck out Brett Christo-
pher for the second out then

Riley McCann slashed a two-run
single down the first base line.
Later, Callahan picked off
McCann at third to end the in-
ning.

In the Westfield first, Jason
Billings led off by slipping the
ball past the third baseman.
Noah Fischer’s long fly ball was
hauled in by Gifford then
Callahan drilled a single up the
middle. Theo Sica chopped a
single off first and Cameron
Gilman grounded out back to
the mound. Owen Shakal’s little
hopper down third scored
Callahan then O’Connell fanned
the next batter for the third out.

In the top of the second,
Massimo Meehan and Tom Jova
drew walks, but the sirens went
off and the game was halted.
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** Westfield White 9U and Long Hill Baseball Game Dampened at Gumbert 2 Field **
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** Westfield White 12s Stop Springfield, 10-0, in Five Innings at Gumbert 2 Field **

Story on page 12
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SP Man’s Aneurysm Story
Saved WF Woman’s Life

By LISA HAGEN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SUMMIT — After suffering from
a brain aneurysm at age 27, Tim
Styler of Scotch Plains wanted to
share his story through a radio
advertisement so other people
could identify the symptoms.

Mr. Styler, who manages New
Jersey-based Running Company
stores, felt an extreme headache
and his parents decided to call 9-
1-1. He went to Overlook Medical
Center, where his brain aneu-
rysm slowly ruptured in the emer-
gency room.

“I was in shape at the time and
it was one of those freak things,”
said Mr. Styler, explaining that
he was an athlete in college and
continued to run after college in
Cranford. “I never had a mi-
graine before.”

Mr. Styler, now 32, finally had
the chance to meet with a couple

face to face who he impacted
through his public awareness.

In an interview conducted by
Joe Nolan of Westfield from
WCBS-FM at HomeTowne Televi-
sion Studios in Summit on June
23, Mr. Styler met Jeff Mueller, a
Westfield native who resides in
Ringwood with his wife, who re-
membered the commercial when
his wife, Sue, described similar
symptoms.

“The awareness is there, and if
Tim didn’t do the commercial and
if Jeff hadn’t heard it, I don’t
know if we’d be sitting here,”
Mrs. Mueller said.

Mr. Mueller, who was a profes-
sional racecar driver and experi-
enced his own brain injury, said
the radio ad resonated with him
since he grew up in Scotch Plains.
Mrs. Mueller, 52, said she was
initially “reluctant” to call for an

Lisa Hagen for The Westfield Leader
INSPIRATIONAL STORY...During an interview with HomeTown TV in Summit,
Sue Mueller and Jeff Mueller of Westfield, at left, Tim Styler of Scotch Plains, third
from left,  WCBS’ Joe Nolan of Westfield  and Dr. Kyle Chapple of Overlook Medical
Center discuss the experience of a brain aneurysm and what to do if symptoms occur.

Brooks Crandall for The Westfield Leader
HAPPY BIRTHDAY, AMERICA...The weather cleared up in time for the traditional Fourth of July fireworks display,
which brought out the crowds Friday night at Nomahegan Park in Cranford.

Happy Birthday America – July 4, 1776

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Daniel J. Metroka, Loving Husband,
Father and Dedicated Church Member
Daniel J. Metroka passed away

on Thursday, July 3, 2014, at Over-
look Medical Center in Summit.

A dedicated family man, indus-
trious worker and a true gentle-
man, Dan was a longtime resi-
dent of Westfield, N.J. His ability
and drive to accomplish any goal
or task was matched by his hon-
esty, integrity and devotion to
friends, family and church.

Dan was born in Larksville, Pa.
in 1928. He graduated from
Girard College boarding school,
Philadelphia, in 1946 before serv-
ing in the U.S. Army, where he

held the rank of sergeant. Dan
was a proud graduate of Penn
State University in 1952 with a
Bachelor of Science degree in
Mechanical Engineering. He was
a Licensed Professional Engineer,
working at Ingersoll-Rand from
1952 to 1966, then Foster
Wheeler Corporation from 1967
to 1994, when he retired as a
project manager.

Dan was an active member of
the Calvary Lutheran Church in
Cranford, N.J., where he served
on the Council, headed the Op-
erations Committee and sang in
the choir, among other duties.
He also sang and performed as a
member of the Westfield Glee
Club for many years.

He is survived by his beloved
wife of 51 years, Rochelle
(Nagreen) Metroka, and his lov-
ing daughter, Amy Metroka.

He joins his parents, Mary
(Yasenchak) Metroka and John
Metroka, and his brothers, Paul
and Allen Metroka.

A memorial service will be held
at 12 p.m. at the Calvary Lutheran
Church, 108 Eastman Street,
Cranford, N.J., on Saturday, July
12.

In lieu of flowers, donations in
his memory may be sent to St.
Hubert’s Animal Welfare Center,
Madison, N.J., or to Calvary
Lutheran Church of Cranford, N.J.

July 10, 2014

Calvary Lutheran
Offers Day Camp

CRANFORD — The Calvary
Lutheran Church, located at 108
Eastman Street in Cranford, will
host Cross Roads Day Camp from
9 a.m. to 3 p.m., Monday through
Friday, August 18 to August 22.
It is open to children entering
kindergarten through grade 6 this
fall.

The fee is $125 per camper by
Sunday, August 3, and $150
thereafter. Extended care will be
available from 8 to 9 a.m. and/or
3 to 6 p.m. daily at the same
address for an additional $25 per
week. Children must bring their
own lunches. For registration
forms and more information, con-
tact Lynda Pulis at (908) 276-
2418 or
lynda@calvarycranford.com.

ambulance.
“We normally wouldn’t have

thought anything of it,” Mr.
Mueller said. “Maybe she just
had a pinched nerve in her neck
that was giving her extreme
headache, but it was really Tim’s
ad that I have to thank for bring-
ing us to the hospital.”

Dr. Kyle Chapple from Atlantic
Neurosurgical Specialists per-
formed Mrs. Mueller’s surgery
at Overlook and also joined the
interview to discuss the symp-
toms and treatments for brain
aneurysms. He explained that
this condition is a weakness in
the sidewall of a blood vessel
that grows thinner from blood
pressure.

If it ruptures, Dr. Chapple said,
blood goes to the brain and
causes a “thunder clap” head-
ache and can lead to death. The
symptoms of a brain aneurysm

include a sudden, extreme
headache, neck sti f fness,
changes in vision, and sensitiv-
ity to light.

“Public awareness and getting
people to the hospital in a timely
fashion are very important,” said
Dr. Chapple, who explained that
brain aneurysms need to be
treated in the first 24 hours.

Dr. Chapple said there are dif-
ferent ways to treat brain aneu-
rysms, including the surgery
that Mrs. Mueller experienced,
which treats it from inside the
blood vessel.

Before the brain aneurysm,
Mr. Mueller said his wife was in
good shape and showed no early
symptoms. He said they de-
cided to check their two sons to
see if it is hereditary, but Dr.
Chapple said it is usually not
genetic.

“I just wanted to thank [Mr.
Styler] because that is the sole
reason and that’s what saved
my wife’s life,” Mr. Mueller said.

Fairleigh Dickinson
Dean’s, Honor’s List

MADISON – Students at Fairleigh
Dickinson University’s Florham
Campus have been named to the
Dean’s and Honors Lists for the
Spring 2014 semester.

Nicole Marotta of Cranford –
Honors; Allison Schrul of
Mountainside – Honors; Casey
Brennan of Westfield – Honors;
Kendl Muckenthaler of Cranford
– Honors; Margaret Fabian of
Cranford -Honors; John
Armstrong of Cranford – Honors;
Alicia Petgrave of Cranford –
Dean’s List and Bianca Ulrich of
Cranford – Dean’s List.

To qualify for the Honor’s List,
a student must carry a 3.5 or
better grade point average out of
a possible 4.0 and be enrolled in
a minimum of 12 letter-graded
hours (four courses). To qualify
for the Dean’s List, a student
must carry a 3.2 or better grade
point average out of a possible
4.0 and be enrolled in a mini-
mum of 12 letter-graded hours
(four courses).
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Westfield/Cranford Related Obituary
“The hospital was great from
start to finish…but we never
would have made it there if it
wasn’t for his story.”

Since Mrs. Mueller’s recovery,
she and her husband have done
a few radio advertisements of
their own to share their story
and encourage people to call 9-
1-1 if they experience these
symptoms.

“You hope that nobody else
has these things, but if it helps
someone else, then it certainly
does,” Mr. Mueller said.

Mr. Styler, who is on the Neu-
roscience Leadership Commit-
tee, said Overlook is trying to
get mobile CT scans so the
Emergency Medical Services can
get information to the hospital
and patients can receive treat-
ment immediately.

After the interview, Overlook
held its 5K Race to Raise Aware-
ness for Brain Aneurysm, the
proceeds of which went to the
Atlantic Neuroscience Institute
Brain Aneurysm Fund and the
Summit Police Athletic League.

Man’s Aneurysm Story Saved WF Woman’s Life

 Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
PATRIOTIC RUNNER...Runners take part in Cranford’s Firecracker 4-Miler
on July 4, an annual tradition in the township held at Nomahegan Park.

Probitas Verus Honos
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