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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Cranford’s Gavin Murray won
the Outstanding Wrestler (OW)
Award in the lower weight classes
and Brearley’s Joey Balboni
claimed the OW in the upper
weights, but the Roselle Park
High School Panthers won the
team title at the Union County
Tournament in Union on January
18.

The Panthers (RP) had three
individual champions — Steve
Loevsky (170-lbs), Mike Figuerdo
(132-lbs) and Brian Matthews

(160-lbs) and finished with 160
team points. The Cranford Cou-
gars (C) finished second with
137 points and claimed two
champions with Murray (138-lbs)
and freshman Tom DiGiovanni
(113-lbs). Westfield (W) tied
Brearley (B) for third with 125
points and claimed two champi-
ons with Matt Barber (145-lbs)
and Nick Velez (152-lbs), while
the Bears had four champs with
Balboni (182-lbs), Nick DeMarco
(120-lbs), Ray Wetzel (106-lbs)
and Jeff Velez (195-lbs).

Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SP) fin-

ished fifth with 101 points and
had three finalists with Matt Ridge
(182), Dan VanBrunt (195) and
Brian Lapham (145). Elizabeth
(E) took sixth with 72 points and
claimed one champ with David
Tobe (220-lbs). Governor
Livingston (GL) placed seventh
at 70. Rahway (R) was eighth at
65 and claimed a champ with
heavyweight Stephen Watkis-
Davis.

New Providence (NP) took ninth
with 61 points and had one cham-
pion with Tyler Gazaway at 120-
lbs. Linden (L) was 10th at 52,
followed by Summit (S) at 49.5,
Johnson (J) at 38, Plainfield (P)
at 29 and Union (U) at 21.

Murray literally saved the best

to last, considering his champi-
onship bout was the final one in a
very long day of competition. As
the top seed, Murray received a
bye then recorded a pair of first-
period pins to reach the finals to
face GL’s Ryan Hoy, who had
defeated him in last year’s title
bout, 9-8, also in the final bout of
the evening.

This time, however, Murray was
on a mission. He recorded a pair
of first-period takedowns, added
an escape and another takedown
in the second period then tacked
on three more takedowns in the
third period to seize a 13-3 ma-
jority decision. Blue Devil Vin
DiFilippo recorded an 11-2 ma-
jority decision over Dave Winter
(R) to place third.

“It was a rematch of last year’s
final, We were the last match. I

was a little more nervous, but
this year I worked so hard in the
off-season. Coach pushed me
past the limit. I was a whole new
wrestler out there compared to
last year. We knew he had a good
Peterson (roll). He caught me in
that last year, so the goal was
take him down and annihilate
him on his feet. I worked real
hard for it all year. I was getting
ready for this match. I had a
good game plan and stuck to it,”
Murray said.

Blue Devil Barber, after receiv-
ing a bye, pinned Nick Zuena (U)
in 5:02 then, in the semifinals,
he faced Bob Vail (RP), whom he
had defeated twice earlier in the
season by close margins. This
time Barber opened up, recorded
four takedowns and an escape to

BLUE DEVILS BARBER (145), VELEZ (160); COUGARS MURRAY (138), DiGIOVANNI (113) GRAB CROWNS

Panthers Win UCT Mat Title; Cougars 2nd; WF, Bears 3rd

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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of The Westfield Leader

Cougar Gavin Murray

GL’s Ryan Hoy (138)

Blue Devil Matt Barber

Raider Brian Lapham (145)
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claim a 9-3 victory.
“The first match, coach told me

to just go out and act like it’s a
warm-up. I opened. I was teching
him then I got my turn. This
match, I did the same warm-up
and got my offense again. I got
the takedowns that I wanted. I
know our team works so much

harder than them. It helped me
in the second and the third peri-
ods when the others start gas-
sing,” Barber said.

In the title bout against Lapham,
Barber recorded an escape in the
second period and added a pair
of takedowns (one with a few
seconds remaining) in the third

period to earn a 5-2 decision.
Earlier, Lapham defeated Andrew
Tompkins (C), 4-1, then John
Coler (J), 6-2, in the semis.

“He has good technique. He
does a lot of stuff with good
coaches at his club, but I know I
work harder than he, and work-
ing hard beats talent when talent
doesn’t work hard. I kept on
trying to attack in the finals.
Something finally opened up and
I took advantage of it,” Barber
said.

As the top seed, Velez received
a bye then advanced to the 152-
lb semis with a 12-1 majority
decision over Yadley Marcelus
(U). In the semis, Velez went to
town on Dan Korakos (NP) and
returned with a 10-4 decision.

“I knew I had to score big. In
the first, I got the takedown and
rode him out. He chose neutral,
and I saw my opportunity to
score again. He escaped and I
got another takedown and did
the rest from there,” Velez said.

Velez did not slow down his
engine either in his title bout with
Pete Hilburn (RP), whom he had

also beaten twice earlier in the
season. He recorded a takedown,
followed with a pair of tilt nearfalls
and added an escape to grab a
convincing, 8-2 victory.

“It was a cross wrist standing
tilt. I did it the first time and it
worked. I got two [points] out of
it. He got right back up. I saw it

there and I did it again. I am
working hard in practice and try-
ing to get better every day,”
Velez said.

Cougar DiGiovanni certainly did
not wrestle like a freshman at
113-lbs when he pinned Mike
Elliott (R) in 5:23 then recorded

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Blue Devil Nick Velez

Union’s Yadley Marcelus (152)

Blue Devil John Fuller

Cougar Tom DiGiovanni (113)

JT Beirne (SPF) (126)

Ryan Nobrega (Union)
CougarDave Busch (126)

Pioneer Tyler Gazaway



BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-3  Thursday, January 23, 2014

goleader.com/ballyhoo

a 5-0 decision over Blue Devil
John Fuller in the semis. In his
title bout against Phil Angelo (S),
DiGiovanni won, 2-0, with a sec-
ond-period reversal. Fuller went
on to pin Chris Sergio (GL) in
5:50 then placed third with a 3-
1 decision over Dom Robinson
(L).

“I have been working very hard
at this. The whole team has. As a
whole, we have been wrestling
really well. I got out on the mat,
and the conditioning from being
in the [wrestling] room put me in
position to win this match. I was
trying to break his grip. While he
was driving me out, I cut towards
him a little too soon, ended up in
on the leg and took him towards
the mat,” DiGiovanni said.

Blue Devil Cotter Spurlock,
seeded fourth at 220-lbs, pinned
Chris McMahon (SP) in 54 sec-
onds, pinned Marc Signorello (RP)
in 1:25 then recorded an escape
and a takedown in the third pe-

riod to knock off top-seeded
Saverio Salfcas (B), 3-1, to ad-
vance to the finals to face Tobe
(E).

“Feels great! I knew I had to
get a takedown to win. He was a
tough wrestler, but it all comes
down to who wants it more,”
Spurlock said.

Looking ahead to his title bout
with Tobe, Spurlock said, “I am
going to wrestle my match. I
can’t stop now.”

Tobe claimed the title with a 5-
2 decision.

Ridge advanced to the 182-lb
finals with a 1:16 pin over Will
Ferdinando (RP) and a 2:15 pin
of Khalil Burns (L).

“He was tougher than I thought
he would be on his feet. First
period, I shot a double and shot
him right to his butt. That basi-
cally got me going,” Ridge said.

Looking ahead to his bout with
Balboni, a takedown artist ranked
second in the state, Ridge said,

“I will give it my all. Obviously, I
want to go out there an win. It’s
pretty tough though, but any-
body can get caught.”
Balboni did put on his takedown
clinic and recorded a fall in 1:14.

Raider VanBrunt eked out a
pair of one-point decisions to
reach the 195-lb finals where he
dropped an 11-2, majority deci-
sion to Velez (B). Cougar An-
thony Capece recorded a pair of
majority decisions to reach the
106-lb finals where he dropped a
3-0 decision Wetzel (B). At 126-
lbs, Cougar Dave Busch recorded
a 7-2 decision, knocked off top-
seeded Devin Jefferson (R), 5-4,
then edged Tim Murphy (B), 6-5,
to reach the finals where he
dropped a 1-0 decision to
Gazaway (NP). Raider JT Beirne
placed third with a 5:50 pin of
Murphy.

Cougar Niko Cappello recorded
a 14-2 majority decision and a 5-
0 decision to reach the 160-lb

title bout where he dropped a 7-
3 decision to Matthews (RP). Blue
Devil Jarek Gozdieski placed third
with a 6-4 decision over Tanner
Thomas (S). Cougar heavyweight
Jon ElKhoury placed third win-
ning by injury default over Max
Burgos (L). Cougar Brian
McGovern placed third at 132-
lbs when he pinned Willy Silva
(E) in 4:57.

CHAMPIONSHIPS:
145: — Barber (W) d Lapham (SP), 5-2
152: — Velez (W) d Hilburn (RP), 8-2
160: — Matthews (RP) d Cappello (C),
7-3
170: — Loevsky (RP) d Derrick Wash-
ington (P), 5-4 TB
182: — Balboni (B) p Ridge (SP), 1:14
195: — Velez (B) md VanBrunt (SP),
11-2
220: — Tobe (E) d Spurlock (W), 5-2
Hwt: — Davis (R) d Jackson (E), 3-2
106: — Wetzel (B) d Capece (C), 3-0
113: — DiGiovanni (C) d Angelo (S), 2-1
120: — DeMarco (B) d Joe Colder (GL),
2-0
126: — Gazaway (NP) d Busch (C), 1-0

132: — Figuerdo (RP) d Nick Testa (S),
14-10
138: — Murray (C) md Hoy (GL), 13-3

THIRD PLACE:
145: — John Coler (J) p Vail (RP), 3:54
152: — Kourakos (NP) d Dom Natale
(SP), 5-1
160: — Gozdieski (W) d Thomas (S), 6-4
170: — Lester Dwah (L) d Marques (E),
9-4
182: — Ferdinando (RP) md Burns (L),
10-1
195: — Nunez (RP) d McCallum (R), 5-3
220: — Salfcas (B) d Signorello (RP),
3-1 OT
Hwt: — ElKhoury (C) won injury de-
fault
106: — Chris Gural (RP) p Wesley Ortiz
(E), :44
113: — Fuller (W) d Robinson (L), 3-1
120: — Carmine Boccellari (NP) d Andy
Santamaria (RP), 7-0
126: — Beirne (SP) p Murphy (B), 5:50
132: — McGovern (C) p Silva (E), 4:57
138: — DiFilippo (W) md Winter (R),
11-2

Panthers Capture 1st, Cougars 2nd; Blue Devils, Bears 3rd at UCT Mat Tournament

More photos next page

Probitas Verus Honos

Blue Devil Vin DiFilippo

Rahway’s Dave Winter (138) Cougar Anthony Capece

Blue Devil Chris Hoerle (106)
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Panthers Capture 1st, Cougars 2nd; Blue Devils, Bears 3rd at UCT Mat Tournament

More photos next page

Cougar Niko Cappello (160)

Panther Brian Matthews

Blue Devil Cotter Spurlock (220)

Raider Brian Lapham (145)

Cougar Andrew Tompkins

Cranford’s Brian McGovern (132)

Panther Mike Figuerdo
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Panthers Capture 1st, Cougars 2nd; Blue Devils, Bears 3rd at UCT Mat Tournament

Blue Devil Kevin Frega (195)

Pioneer JJ Ciarrocca

Bear Jeff Velez (195)

Raider Dan VanBrunt

Blue Devil Jarek Gozdieski

Tanner Thomas (Summit – 160)

Raider Matt Ridge (182)

Tiger Khalil Burns



BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-6  Thursday, January 23, 2014

goleader.com/ballyhoo

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Dogged defense, thievery and
execution catapulted the
Cranford High School girls’ bas-
ketball team past the Governor
Livingston Highlanders, 38-34 in
Berkeley Heights on January 17.

“The last time we played here,
we won the state sections, so it
was like a home coming and we
were very excited about that.
They came and beat us the first
game of the season but we’re
very young. They have been
working extremely hard and to-
day it showed how our hard work
has been paying off. Offensively,
we like to look to attack the
basket and when we do that and
get the ball in the middle of the
basket, things go our way and
that’s exactly what we did,” said

Cougar Head Coach Jackie Dyer.
The 5-5 Cougars totaled 32 re-

bounds and six steals. Senior
guard Mairead McKeary led the
Cougars offensively with 12 points
and sophomore Cerys MacLelland
poured in 11 points and led the
team with nine rebounds. Sopho-
more point guard Lyndsey Pace
netted 10 points, including two
3-pointers and snagged seven
rebounds, two steals and three
assists. Sophomore center
Isabella Speer scored five points
and had five rebounds and senior
guard Kerry Wischusen finished
with six rebounds. Patrice
DiTommaso and Sara Dilly led
the 6-6 Highlanders with nine
points each and Jenny Pires
scored seven points.

The Cougars came out banging
in the first quarter and knocked

in 15 points, while their dogged
defense held the Highlanders to
10 points. McKeary rolled in eight
points, MacLelland hit for four
points and Pace connected suc-
cessfully from long range.

“Our game is a fast pace game.
We all are pushing the ball up,
someone puts it up to the basket
and it just helps us to get going.
Everyone stayed relaxed, our
defense was great; everyone was
talking and helping each other if
someone got beat. It was a huge
team effort,” said McKeary.

Turnovers and misconnects
dimmed the Cougar lead and the
Highlanders chipped away to win
the second quarter, 9-6, to carry
a 21-19 deficit into the third quar-
ter. MacLelland and Speer put in
three points each.

“In the beginning of the game,
they weren’t really trap-
ping us very much and
when they then did, our
fast pace kind of caught
up with us as we needed
to slow the ball down.
Once we started break-
ing down their press, they
backed off a little because
we started to get more
fast break transition
shots,” said Coach Dyer.

The third quarter was a
seesaw battle, but the
Cougars had a decisive
edge on offensive re-
bounds but failed to take
advantage of their oppor-
tunities.

“They’re a very good
team. They work hard.
We work extremely hard
and that’s something we
focus on that no matter
how the game is going.
As long as you’re working
hard, going after loose
balls, going after re-
bounds we’re going to

McKEARY SCORES 12 POINTS, MacLELLAND PUTS IN 11 POINTS, PACE PUMPS IN 10 POINTS

Cougar Cager Girls’ Defense Chills GL Highlanders, 38-34
fight to the end,” said Coach
Dyer.

“Coach knew we had to push
the ball up, work well and just
keep driving to the basket, and if
we did that, we would get points
on the board and we did. We
made our foul shots, which is
good,” said MacLelland.

The Cougars’ biggest lead of
the game came after MacLelland
sank a pair of lay-ups to make
the score, 31-26, with five min-
utes left in the fourth quarter,
but Pires answered with a pair of
2-pointers and a free throw for
the Highlanders. Pace retaliated
with her 3-pointer. McKeary, on
a steal by Hannah DeMars, sank
a 2-pointer, then converted a
pair of free throws to make the

score, 38-33 with seven seconds
left on the clock.

“We outplayed them from the
start, came out aggressive and
did what we had to do. As to the
3-pointers, the shots were right
there, they just gave it to me,”
said Pace.

“We controlled the game the
entire time, making sure that we
take control of the ball, good
defensive positions every time.
We didn’t want to give it to them,
so that kind of led our hunger,”
concluded Coach Dyer.
Cranford 15   6   8   9 38
Gov. Livingston 10   9   7   8 34

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
KEEPING TIGHT ON DEFENSE…Cougar Kerry Wischusen, No. 32, hangs tight on
defense against the GL Highlanders in Berkeley Heights.

Probitas Verus Honos

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HEADING DOWN COURT…Cougar Lindsey Pace, No. 3, heads down court in
the game against the GL Highlanders in Berkeley Heights.
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By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — It was standing
room only Thursday during the
New Jersey Department of En-
vironmental Protection (NJDEP)
public hearing at Town Hall. The
public had an opportunity to
comment on the NJDEP’s im-
pending decision on the permit
applications submitted by
Cranford Development Associ-
ates (CDA) to develop 215 and
235 Birchwood Avenue.

More than 22 residents and
officials were vociferous against
the development in a wetlands
area that they feel will increase
flooding in Cranford and
Kenilworth, as well as displace
wildlife, including the Great Blue
Heron and fox, there.

“We hear from famil ies,
oftentimes through tears, de-
tailing harrowing stories of wa-
ters flowing through their win-
dows, rising up their steps tak-
ing over their homes, their prop-
erties…,” Robert Puhak of Cen-
tral Avenue, a former township
official, said.

“Please protect our environ-
ment. Protect our lives. Protect
the welfare of our people. We
are depending on you. Truly,
you may be our only hope left,”
Mr. Puhak said. This sentiment
was echoed by many others.

CDA is requesting permission
to build a 360-unit, multi-fam-
ily development encompassing
two buildings, a parking struc-
ture and an outfall on the flood
hazard area in the branch of the
Rahway River. CDA also is re-
questing to modify a section of
Birchwood Avenue located ad-
jacent to the site.

CDA is seeking a Flood Hazard
Area Individual Permit and Veri-
fication and a Freshwater Wet-
lands Transition Area Averag-
ing Waiver.

The Township of Cranford had
appealed the Superior Court’s

decision in favor of CDA’s
builder’s remedy lawsuit to build
the housing complex in what
the township says is a wetland.
Some 60 of those 360 units are
slotted for affordable housing.
The township committee has
said it will continue to fight this
development.

Richard Riley, Andy Clark,
Dennis Contois and Cindy
Randazzo represented the
NJDEP.

Mike Dipple, a civil engineer
hired by CDA, showed exhibits
of existing conditions of the site
and the proposed development.
There will be two parking areas
to hold some 440 cars, he said.
“All of these buildings and park-
ing and drive aisles will be con-
structed at the minimum of one
foot above the flood hazard area
elevation. There will be a de-
crease in overall impervious
coverage,” he said.

“In terms of impact…the wet-
lands remain untouched…there
is an underground detention
system…there is some proposed
modification to include a sec-
tion of Birchwood Avenue to be
elevated about 1.3 feet,” he
said.

Leo Coakley of Hatch Mott
MacDonald, engineering con-
sultant for the Township of
Cranford, said the proposed
development will raise the wa-
ter level between 1.7 to 2.3
feet, and will affect the proper-
ties across from the site and
upstream.

“If we understand the regula-
tions, you are not allowed to
increase flooding at all if it af-
fects that site,” Mr. Coakley said.

Maria Anderson, of 662 Tren-
ton Avenue in Kenilworth, said
raising the water to 2.3 feet, “Is
a difference of no water in our
basement to the entire base-

ment filled with water.”
Across from the proposed de-

velopment is the township’s
conservation and recycling cen-
ter, which residents and the
Department of Public Works use
to dispose of yard waste and

Cranford Plan Bd. Discusses
Flood Control Funding

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The planning
board held its reorganization
meeting last Wednesday. The
board selected a new attorney,
for a one-year term, Nicholas
Giuditta of Westfield. He replaces
Attorney Allan Barkin. Mr. Giuditta
previously held the post from
2006 to 2012.

Lynda Feder continues on as
chairperson. Peter Taylor was
selected as vice-chair. Kevin Illing
was selected as secretary.

Bobbie Anderson, Class IV, Ann
Steinbach, Class IV, and Donna
Pedde, Alternate 2, were sworn
in as new members to the plan-
ning board.

Ruthanne Della Sera was se-
lected to continue as scribe.

Mayor Andis Kalnins was sworn
in as a Class I member; Commis-
sioner Mary O’Connor was sworn
in as a Class III member. Ms.
O’Connor was previously Secre-
tary of the Planning Board. She
ran and won for Township Com-
missioner this past election.

Kathleen Murray, Daniel
Aschenbach continue as Class IV
members, and Robert Pipchick
as an alternate member.

The board added The Westfield
Leader as an official newspaper,
in addition to The Star Ledger
and The Cranford Chronicle.

Meetings will be held on the
first and third Wednesday of each
month, with the exception of the

months of July and September,
when the first meeting will be
July 9 and September 10.

In communications, Ms. Feder
said The Mayors Council on the
Rahway River Watershed
Stormwater Advisory Board sent
out a proposal encouraging the
municipalities along the Rahway
River watershed to adopt a wa-
tershed-wide model stormwater
ordinance. “Cranford’s is actu-
ally one of the better ones in the
watershed in terms of stormwater
control,” Ms. Feder said. She said
the board could review the model
ordinance and make a decision if
it should be included in the
board’s goals and objectives.

Mr. Aschenbach, who has been
spearheading Cranford’s role in
finding federal dollars to fund
stormwater management along
the Rahway River, gave an update
on the work of The Mayor’s Council
on the Rahway River Watershed
Stormwater Advisory Board.

The Army Corps of Engineers
plan is to eliminate two small
dams, a modification of the
bridges and lowering the depth
of the Rahway River in Cranford,
Mr. Aschenbach said. The town-
ship is still waiting on the deci-
sion to make it a federal project.

“It has to meet a benefit-cost
ratio, which would put it in line
for congressional funding,” Mr.
Aschenbach said of the plan. He
expects to hear a decision in a

NJDEP Holds Public Hearing for Cranford Birchwood Project
recyclable materials. Richard
Marsden, Jr., township engi-
neer, had said, “The Conserva-
tion Center—we cannot be in
the flood plain—it is flat up there
and any real increase will im-
pact that area and decrease our

ability to use that area com-
pletely.”

Floodwaters have ravaged
Cranford, and many people
spoke about how this develop-
ment will only cause the flood-
ing to worsen.

“Particularly over the last 15
years, we have had four major
flooding events. Hurricane Floyd
1990 devastated hundreds of
home. The tax day storm 2007
damaged hundreds of homes.
In 2010 again we had a snow-
storm, which breached the
levees and damaged several
homes. And Irene in 2011 which
damaged 1,600 homes in
Cranford,” Cranford Mayor Andis
Kalnins said.

“Since the 1970s we have been
working extensively to reduce
the overal l  impermeable
area…what this does is push
everything to the extreme,”
Mayor Kalnins said.

After Hurricane Irene hit, the
township, along with other mu-
nicipalities along the Rahway
River, formed The Mayors Coun-
cil on the Rahway River Water-
shed Stormwater Advisory
Board. The board is working
with the Army Corps of Engi-
neers to develop stormwater
management and urging the
federal government to fund the
work.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Youth Sports Programs

Go and See a Game!

Please Support

Blue Devils
Raiders
Cougars

Probitas Verus Honos
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JAZZING IT UP...A capacity audience was treated to “Four Centuries of Jazz”
on November 16 at the Crossroads in Garwood to benefit the Miller-Cory House
Museum in Westfield. The event featured musical performance and history from
across time as interpreted by Westfield’s own Florian Jazz Combo. The concert
raised more than $1,500 for the museum’s educational services. Pictured, from
left to right, are: Margaret Schantz, Lowell Schantz, Florian Schantz, Cory
Ackerman (partially hidden), Rup Chattopadhyay and Phil Rinaldi.

Commissioner Thomas
Hannen, Jr. said CDA has re-
vised its studies multiple times
resulting in “the community’s
collective skepticism” of the
project. He said they had used
the wrong methods in its calcu-
lations, and after revising them
showed that Building A was in
the floodway. He also said the
raising of Birchwood Avenue was
not presented at trial.

On the existing site there are
drainage structures that appear
to regulate stormwater, Mr.
Hannen said. However, he said,
the lot could not be effectively
used as a stormwater retention
basin. “This flies in the face of
good common sense and good
stormwater management,” Mr.
Hannen said.

The NJDEP, he said, has cited
technical deficiencies in CDA’s
reports no less than four times
since 2011.

Resident Gail Driscoll, whose
basement was flooded during
Floyd and whose home “was
wiped out” during Irene, asked
why CDA was not using green
products and pervious surfaces
for the driveways, and why a
health impact statement and
an environmental impact state-
ment are not included in its
proposal. “I don’t 100 percent
trust their data,” she said.

“Allowing this will not only de-
stroy my home but hundreds of
other families,” said Anthony
Bonbacco of 35 Wadsworth Ter-
race, who lives adjacent to the
proposed development.

CDA is also proposing to re-
move 72 trees. “They are going
to be taking down some big
trees,” Nelson Ditmar said. “You
need to replace that with 295
trees” under the Cranford tree
ordinance, he said. And CDA is
only agreeing to replace 180
trees. “There seems to be plenty
other spaces to put these trees.
They not only soak up ground-

water but water in general. We
ought to urge the applicant if
this were to go forward that
they have to comply with the
tree ordinance,” Mr. Ditmar said.

Barry Sherrington of 306
Springfield Avenue presented
annual rainfall data for Cranford
that showed that, “if they in-
crease by 40,000 square feet
the impermeable surfaces you

week, he said. “If it doesn’t meet
it then the whole thing is over
with,” he said.

“Cranford moved away from
doing this out of our own budget
because it was so large of a
project. The last iteration for
Phase 3 and 4 was $29 million,
and that was without anyone’s
help,” Mr. Aschenbach said.

Under new business, Mayor
Kalnins discussed implementing
the new Master Plan adopted
seven years ago. The previous
master plan was devised some
30 years ago, Ms. Feder said.

“We took a strategy of instead
of implementing the entire plan
at one time, which we had esti-
mates of over $520,000, we came
up with a modified [master plan],
which had key points that were
easier to implement instead of
changing the maps,” Mayor
Kalnins said.

The proposed changes to the
Master Plan may be presented at
a township committee workshop
meeting as early as January 27,
Mayor Kalnins said.

The board had sent a letter to
the township committee stating
its desire to establish a policy to
have a zoning officer or planner
at the planning board meetings,
as well as a follow up on the
affordable housing units that
were identified in the affordable
housing plan, Ms. Feder said.

“The applicant will bring their
own people…we are hearing their
planning and their zoners saying
the spin that they want…it slants
the overall application process,”
said Mr. Illing in regards to why
having a township zoning offi-
cial, engineer or planner at the
board meetings is beneficial.

In a recent application, Ms.
Feder said, “Engineering-wise
they (the applicant) were mak-
ing a lot of claims we could not
substantiate.” The board said it
felt that having a township ex-
pert at the meetings would help
in these instances. When Ron
Meeks was the Township zoning
officer and planner, Mr. Meeks
would sit in at all the meetings,
the board said.

Mayor Kalnins said he would
look into the matter.

Mayor Kalnins also suggested
having the zoning and planning
boards meet to discuss the over-
all roles of each board.

Mayor Kalnins asked about the
future landscape of South Av-
enue from Centennial Avenue to
555 South Avenue. He asked if
retail would result from some
100 families moving into 555
South Avenue. The Office of Busi-
ness and Economic Development
had said it did not want retail
spreading that far away from its
downtown, Mr. Illing said, and
the master plan reflects that.

are looking at a quarter of a
million gallons of rain being
dumped. Nowhere have they
indicated in their plans that they
have the capacity to cater for.
They have said they could put it
in their retention basin, but a
quarter of a million gallons?”

The NJDEP will consider public
information in its decision to be
made on Friday, February 7.

NJDEP Holds Public Hearing for Birchwood

Cranford Bd Discusses Flood Control

Author to Visit Museum
For Talk on Saving Money

CRANFORD — The Cranford His-
torical Society will present Rob-
ert E. Tevis, author of “Keep Your
Hands Out Of My Pocket: Strate-
gies To Get More For Your Money,”
this Sunday, January 26, from
2:15 to 4 p.m. at the Crane-
Phillips House Museum. Doors
will open at 2 p.m. The museum
is located at 124 North Union
Avenue in Cranford.

“Keep Your Hands Out Of My
Pocket” is designed to give people
the negotiation skills they need
to become expert shoppers. It
takes simple, everyday actions
and focuses them into powerful
negotiation tools. The book shows
individuals that they have the
skills already to get the best
deal; they just need to know how
to put them in practice.

From his experience with sales-
people in Fortune 500 compa-

nies and his own personal suc-
cesses, Mr. Tevis presents key
negotiation concepts and tech-
niques. He gained his negotia-
tion skills through study and his
work. Mr. Tevis holds a Master of
Business Administration degree
in Management for Managers of
Technology. He has spent al-
most 25 years in business work-
ing for both IBM and in manage-
ment for Siemens.

Space is limited, so reservations
are required. To reserve a seat, call
the Cranford Historical Society’s
office at (908) 276-0082 or e-mail
cranfordhistoricalsociety@verizon.net.
Established in 1928, the Cranford
Historical Society, a non-profit or-
ganization, has been dedicated to
the preservation and perpetuation
of Cranford’s history. For more
information, visit
cranfordhistoricalsociety.com.


