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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Quadruple overtime! Who
would have “thunk” it? With his
team trailing by one point, senior
guard Tommy Trotter grabbed a
rebound after a missed lay-up
attempt, dribbled the full length
of the court and rolled in a lay-up
as time ran out to give the
Cranford High School boys bas-
ketball team an emotionally
charged 86-85 victory over the
Marlboro Mustangs after four
overtime periods in the opening
round of the Cougar Classic in
Cranford on December 22.

“I have never ever played a
game that long,” commented
Trotter.

Trotter, who also had seven
assists, scored half of his 22
points in the overtime periods,
and senior forward John
Oblachinski, who grabbed eight
of his team-leading 13 rebounds
in overtime, finished with 17
points and five assists. Mike
Guarriello netted 20 points and
pulled seven rebounds. Cameron
Kutzer had five points and five
rebounds. Luke Christiano scored
eight of his 14 points in over-
time, Jack McCaffrey sank six
points and Jack Schetelich added
two points.

The Mustangs sank eight 3-
pointers, all but one in regula-
tion, and junior guard Kenny
LaRocca sank four of them. Jus-
tin Markowitz bucketed three 3-
pointers and led the team with
24 points. Big man Matt Ringel,
who led his team in rebounds,

put in 13 points.
“They were hitting a lot, espe-

cially that number 11, but we
settled down and covered him,”
Trotter said.

The Cougars won the first quar-
ter, 13-11, and all of their points
were accompanied with assists.
However, the Mustangs were
making headway with multiple

steals. The Mustangs continued
their success with thefts and also
nailed three 3-pointers to win
the second quarter, 11-8, to take
a slim, 22-21, lead at the half.

“They were getting the steals
early. They were reaching a lot,
but the refs weren’t calling them,”
Trotter said.

The Mustangs stretched their

lead to 39-31 with a few minutes
remaining in the third quarter,
but Guarriello and Oblachinski
both hit 2-pointers and Trotter

TROTTER MAKES WINNING LAY-UP AT THE BUZZER, OBLACHINSKI 13 REBOUNDS, 17 POINTS

Cougar Boys Rope Mustangs in Four OT Marathon, 86-85
banged a 3-pointer to close the
gap to 39-38.

The emotional seesaw teetered
more in the fourth quarter and
the Cougars grabbed a 44-42 lead
with 5:28 on the clock. Less than
two minutes later, the Mustangs
seized a 47-46 lead. A little later,
Oblachinski fed Trotter, who nailed
a 3-pointer to put the Cougars in

front, 51-49, with 59 seconds
remaining. Matt Ringel drew a
foul and sank both free throws to
send the game into overtime.
During that quarter, the Cougars
missed a pair of free throws that
could have ended the game.

Trotter’s second 3-pointer at
the end of the first overtime
yielded an 8-8 score, but the
Cougars, once again, struggled
at the free throw line. The sec-
ond overtime appeared to be the
final one as the Cougars took a
68-65 lead. but Markowitz sank
a 3-pointer with 9.4 on the clock.

“There was a point, I think in
the second overtime, that I
thought we were going to win,
but things happened and they
came back,” Trotter said.

The third quarter was mostly
spent at the charity line, and the
Cougars failed to capitalize as
each team netted only four points.

“Yes! We weren’t hitting our
free throws. We must have been
five for 20. That’s one thing we
are going to work on in all our
practices,” Trotter said.

The seesaw was banging at each
end throughout the fourth over-
time, but the Cougars hit four free
throws and a lay-up to grab an
83-79 lead with 38 seconds re-
maining. Calamity struck within
seven seconds when the Mus-
tangs hit two free throws then
immediately converted a steal to
a lay-up to knot the score.

Trotter was fouled and sank
one of his two free throws,. but
the Mustangs sank a free throw
then drew another foul with 6.3
seconds remaining sending
Markowitz to the line. He sank
his first but missed his second.
Trotter took care of business from
there.

“I didn’t want to go through
another overtime and I did not
want to lose. I had to finish it. I’m
exhausted,” Trotter said.
Marlboro 11 11 17 12 51
Cranford 13   8 17 13 51

OVERTIME:

Marlboro 8 9 4 13 85
Cranford 8 9 4 14 86

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MARATHON GAME...Cougar Mike Guarriello, No. 3, keeps close tabs on a Marlboro Mustang during the Cougar
Classic in Cranford on December 27. The Cougars pulled out an 86-85 victory in quadruple overtime.

Story on page 9

of The Westfield Leader
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Converting from not using
hands during soccer season to
becoming chief thieves played
out very well in a 45-8 Cranford
High School girls basketball team
victory over the Kent Place Lady
Dragons in the opening round of
the Cougar Classic in Cranford on
December 27.

In fact rebounds took a back
seat to steals as the Cougars
committed, at least, 26 acts of
thievery, and three girls, who
were members of last fall’s very
successful soccer team, seniors
Mairead McKeary and Hannah
DeMars, and sophomore Lindsey
Pace accounted for more than
half of them among the 10 Cou-

gars, who managed to get in-
volved in the act of thievery.

Due to the lopsidedness of the
score, McKeary scored all eight
of her points in the first quarter
and rested a large portion of the
remainder of the game, along
with the other starters, to allow
the entire bench to see action.
McKeary, who had two assists,
finished with four steals. DeMars,
who had two points and two as-
sists, swiped seven, and Pace
pilfered three and added four
assists. Senior guard Kerry
Wischusen finished with five
points and three steals, senior
guard Sarah Ross also had three
steals, two assists and five points,
and junior Erin Meixner added a
pair of steals and five points.

“We knew where to position
ourselves and knew what they
were they were trying to do. It’s
nice to know if you go for a steal
that your team is behind you to
cover up,” McKeary said.

“They were very athletic and
aggressive as soccer players, so
it was easy for them to make the
transition. They put themselves
in the right position and knew
when to make the steals,” Cou-
gar Head Coach Jackie Dyer said.

Senior forward Carly Maucione
scored the game’s first two
points, which ignited a 16-1 run.
Several steals were converted to
points. Mixing reserves with the

McKEARY, PACE, DeMARS BECOME ‘CHIEF THIEVES’; WISCHUSEN ADDS THREE STEALS

Lady Cougar Cagers Muffle Kent Place Dragons, 45-8
starters, the same process of
converting steals to points con-
tinued and the Cougars easily
won the second quarter to zoom
to a commanding 33-5, halftime
lead. By that time, 10 Lady Cou-
gars managed to get into the
scoring column with Hannah
Ross, Jessica Casale, Megan
Pringle and Cerys MacLelland
each also contributing two points.

Due to the huge point spread,
the pace of the game was geared
down in the second half, but the
Cougars’ defense was still in high
gear and they won the third quar-
ter, 8-0. MacLelland, Maucione,
Sarah Ross, and Bela Speer each
added two points. Hannah Ross
and Speer each scored two points
in the fourth quarter.

“It’s nice to see them all play.
They work very hard in practice,
and their time out there will give
them more confidence,” McKeary
said.

Sometimes with such a mis-
match, there may be a bit of a
letdown in the quality of play by
the favored team.

“We haven’t seen them play.
We just went out there and played
our game,” McKeary said.

“There is a tendency to play
down to some teams. The girls
did not play down and they stuck
to their game,” Coach Dyer said.

“We had some very tough
games earlier and struggled, so
the win was nice,” McKeary said.
Kent Place   1   4   0   3 8
Cranford 16 17   8   4 45

Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ADEPT AT SLEIGHT OF HAND...Cougar senior Mairead McKeary, right, was one of her team’s
“Chief Thieves” in the opening round game of the Cougar Classic against Kent Place on December 27.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

QUEST TO POSSESS...Cougar Sarah Ross, center right, attempts to wrest the ball away from a Kent
Place Lady Dragon at the Cougar Classic.
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JULY
Cranford

Union County College officials
said construction of a new $14-
million student services building
on the Cranford campus would
begin in May of 2014 and take 12
to 18 months to complete.

The township committee decided

AUGUST
Garwood

The borough council held a spe-
cial meeting to pass a resolution
awarding a special service con-
tract, in the amount of $12,500, to
Hatch Mott MacDonald of Millburn
for additional soil testing of the
new athletic field complex.

Tax Assessor Annmarie Switzer
recommended against re-evalu-
ating property values, arguing the
action carried a high risk of in-
creased county taxes without pro-
viding much benefit to the munici-
pality or its taxpayers.

The owners of the virtually aban-
doned industrial sites on North
and South Avenues were so far
not interested in selling their prop-

erties for the price buyers are
willing to pay, according to Mayor
Patricia Quattrocchi.

Cranford
The township committee wel-

comed Gary Merwede, Douglas
Petschow and Matt Seitz as new
appointees to its fire department
and promoted Lt. Daniel Thorn to
the rank of captain. Mr. Merwede
will represent the third generation
of his family to serve the depart-
ment while Mr. Petschow and Mr.
Seitz both will be second-genera-
tion Cranford firefighters.

SEPTEMBER
Garwood

Borough council members
agreed to prepare resolutions di-
recting the planning board to con-
duct redevelopment studies on
the virtually abandoned industrial
sites on North and South Avenues.
The study, proposed by Council-
man Bill Nierstedt, will determine

whether Casale Industries and the
old Garwood Paperboard plant
meet the criteria to be declared as
areas in need of redevelopment
under the state’s Local and Rede-
velopment Housing law. The dec-
laration is needed before the bor-
ough can rezone the property.

Parents and guardians of
Garwood teenagers who attend
Clark’s Arthur L. Johnson (ALJ)
High School voiced their concerns
overcrowding on school buses.
After changing from a three-bus
system to just two, teenagers at-
tending ALJ have complained to
their parents that the buses are
more crowded, though none are
over the maximum capacity of 54
students.

Cranford
The planning board passed a

resolution to recommend the Com-
plete Streets program be consid-
ered by the township committee.
The recommendation followed a

JUNE
Cranford

The township committee ap-
proved an amendment to the 2013
municipal budget that pared ex-
penditures enough to reduce the
municipal property-tax increase
from 2.8 percent to 2 percent.

An independent report commis-
sioned by the Township Commit-
tee found that there was no con-
flict of interest in Phil Morin’s rep-
resentation of Cranford on the
Lehigh Acquisition site plan hear-
ings relating to 555 South Avenue
or the Birchwood Avenue/Cranford
Development Associates afford-
able-housing litigation.

Union County was set to begin
significant roadway rehabilitation
along an 1,100-foot section of
Centennial Avenue, which would
be widened in an effort to reduce
traffic congestion. The portion of
the roadway to be widened by up
to 10 feet is between Wall Street
and the Lehigh Valley railroad
overpass.

Garwood
Borough council members de-

cided not to pursue litigation
against a proposed townhouse
development in Westfield along
the borough’s western border,
determining the result – even if
successful – did not warrant the
cost. Borough Attorney Bob
Renaud said a lawsuit challenging
a zoning variance that allowed a
more densely populated project
on Grandview Avenue between
Myrtle and Spruce Avenues in
Westfield would likely not be win-
nable in court.

2013 Year In Review: June Through November

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
13-07-11: WATER BREAK...The Cranford Canoe Club’s annual Fourth of July
canoe race drew a large crowd of participants who were eager to get in the water
in order to beat the heat.

not to go forward with the forma-
tion of a charter study commission
to examine new forms of govern-
ment.

Dreyer Farms was approved by
a unanimous vote by the
township’s zoning board of ad-
justment to tear down the existing
farm stand and single-family resi-
dence on its property and to build
a single two-story structure to
house its retail operations.

A proposed development on Cen-
tennial Avenue was approved by
the planning board by a 7 to 1 vote
on July 17. The multi-use subdivi-
sion will consist of a commercial
space on the first floor and five
one-bedroom apartments on the
second floor, all yet to be rented.
A two-family home existed on the
lot.

Garwood
The borough council announced

it would investigate privatizing gar-
bage pickup and conducting a
borough-wide property reassess-
ment, sparking an array of re-
sponses.

Council members introduced a
$170,000 bond ordinance to pur-
chase a new dump truck, plow and
spreader to replace a 28-year-old
vehicle.

presentation by Rebecca Hoeffer
of Cranford and Ranjit Walsia, a
planner from Clark, who said the
program would make Cranford
more convenient for motorists,
pedestrians, bicyclists and public
transportation riders.

OCTOBER
Garwood

Council members asked Borough
Attorney Bob Renaud to investi-
gate the plausibility of an ordi-
nance requiring property owners
to remove a building’s foundation
within a set time period after the
structure has been declared unin-
habitable and razed. The matter
stemmed from properties on Sec-
ond Avenue and Center Street
being destroyed by fire in the past
year. Both have been leveled to
the foundations but have remained
dormant since their destruction.

The athletic field complex will be
ready for use by the last week of
April, nearly a year after it origi-
nally was scheduled to be open,
the borough council was told.
Councilman Louis Petruzzelli, the
board’s liaison to the project, made
the announcement, saying he had
been presented with a calendar of
stage-completion dates by builder
Flanagan’s Contracting Group.

Loss of order interrupted the
Garwood candidates’ debate. Three
candidates —incumbent Republi-
can Jim Mathieu, Republican Mike
Martin and independent Democrat
Bruce Paterson — had gathered to
debate at The Pointe apartment
complex’s clubhouse. The candi-
dates were competing for two open
seats on the borough council.

Cranford
The director of the Office of Busi-

ness and Economic Development
for the township, Kathleen Miller
Prunty, led a discussion with the
planning board that focused on
the future of the downtown. She
said the downtown should ideally
attract empty-nesters and 20- to

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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NOVEMBER
Garwood

Republican Councilman James
Mathieu was re-elected to a sec-
ond term along with Republican
Michael Martin, who will take the
council seat currently filled by
Steven Blaufeder.

Union County Interim Execu-
tive Superintendent of Schools
Kathleen Serafino was to fill a
seat on the Garwood Board of
Education after the November
election failed to produce a candi-
date willing to serve on the board.
According to the borough clerk,
Bruce Paterson, who ran an un-
successful write-in campaign for
borough council, received nine
votes for school board. Under
state law, only one vote is needed
for a write-in candidate for the
board of education to win if there
are no other write-in candidates.
Mr. Paterson, a regular attendee
at council, school board and
county freeholder meetings, de-

Kalnins Appointed Mayor at
Cranford Township Reorg.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — Commissioner
Andis Kalnins was appointed
township mayor, and Commis-
sioner Lisa Adubato was ap-
pointed deputy mayor ,Wednes-
day during the township
committee’s reorganization
meeting. In addition, newly
elected Commissioners Robert
D’Ambola and Mary O’Connor
took their oath of office, replac-
ing commissioners Ed O’Malley
and Kevin Campbell. With their
November victory, Republicans
now hold a 4-1 majority on the
governing body this year.

“We have made a lot of progress
over the last two years. We have

many challenges ahead of us and
we need to continue to balance
the services we need and want
with the cost to provide them,”
Mayor Kalnins said. “We need to
insure that our community is safe
through healthy police and fire
departments,” Mayor Kalnins said
in his remarks. “We need to im-
prove our roads, our downtown
and Centennial Village, and pub-
lic buildings, while at the same
time, not creating unbearable
debt. We will get to where we
want to be through planning and
implementing plans in a respon-
sible manner. We will implement
and codify a master plan, which
was approved in 2009; we will

Residents Oppose Morin
As Cranford Town  Attorney

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — In advance of
the township committee’s vote
at yesterday’s reorganization
meeting, residents spoke at a
special committee meeting Mon-
day night against the appoint-
ment of Phil Morin as township
attorney, a position he held in
2012. Daniel McCarthy is the cur-
rent township attorney.

Mr. Morin is a partner at Florio
Perrucci Steinhardt & Fader LLC,
and also serves as Union County
Republican chairman, and is a
former Cranford mayor. Repub-
licans took over as the majority
party on the five-member com-
mittee on January 1st.

“There is speculation Phil Morin
will be appointed township attor-
ney. I would like to voice my
opposition to this move. I think
he is too closely tied to the devel-
opers. I remind you that he was
the attorney for Woodmont when
they went to develop the
Birchwood Avenue property a few
years back and was also involved
with them with 555 South Av-
enue,” resident John Hrebin said.

Request for proposals (RFPs)
for a new township attorney were
published at the end of Novem-

ber and there were three law
firms that supplied credentials
for the position, Mayor Thomas
Hannen Jr. said. “Those three
are in consideration,” he said.

Resident Liz Sweeney also op-
posed Mr. Morin’s appointment
and asked the committee to “get
an opinion from the local finance
board” before making the ap-
pointment.

“He forced Cranford Crossing
on us,” resident Frank Krause
said in his statement opposing
Mr. Morin’s potential appointment
as township attorney. “He forced
a $7.5-million debt in a parking
garage nobody wanted.”

“I urge you not to hire Mr. Morin
as our township attorney,” Plan-
ning board member Rita LaBruto
said.

She said Mr. Morin has pleaded
guilty to four of five counts in an
ethics violation in Bergen County.

“The town has spent over $2
million on this lawsuit… If you
hire Mr. Morin you are hiring the
firm that financed the lawsuit
against us at 555 (South Av-
enue),” planning board member
Rita LaBruto said.

In other business, Kenneth
DeRoberts, acting chief financial

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NEW LEADER…Andis Kalnins, who was appointed Cranford Township
mayor, was sworn into office by Senator Tom Kean, Jr., while his wife, Joanne;
sons, Michael and Patrick, and daughter, Caitlin, look on.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

30-year-olds in order to thrive. To
attract this population, she said
the downtown should become a
place to socialize, and should have
public spaces that are welcoming
and have cultural activities.

The township committee ap-
proved an ordinance setting in-
creases in fines each time a retail
food establishment fails a health
inspection. The new law was ne-
cessitated, according to Commis-
sioner Kevin Campbell, by several
recent instances in which local
restaurants failed their annual in-
spections multiple times.

Westfield Regional Health taxes,
balancing the budget, the town-
ship committee form of govern-
ment and the importance of hiring
a township administrator were the
questions at hand at the township
committee candidates forum,
sponsored by the Union Area
League of Women Voters and
Cranford Jaycees. Democrats Kelly
Howard and incumbent Kevin
Campbell and Republicans Mary
O’Connor and Robert D’Ambola
faced off for the two open seats on
the township committee.

clined to serve when the clerk
contacted him.

Cranford
Republicans Mary O’Connor and

Bob D’Ambola defeated Demo-
cratic incumbent Kevin Campbell
and his running mate, Kelly
Howard in the race for two seats
on the township committee.

The township committee an-
nounced it had hired Terrence
Wall as its new township admin-
istrator, replacing Joseph
Hartnett who announced his res-
ignation in August. Mr. Wall
served North Arlington for six
years as administrator before tak-
ing the post in Cranford.

Regional
Additional charges were filed

against the Union Township man
accused of murdering his girl-
friend. In addition to first-degree
murder, Matthew Ballister III was
charged with first-degree felony
murder, first-degree kidnapping,
two counts of second-degree des-
ecration of human remains, and
single counts of second-degree
burglary, second-degree hinder-
ing apprehension, third-degree
criminal restraint, third-degree
hindering apprehension and third-
degree making terroristic threats
in connection with the October
death of April Wyckoff of Cranford.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE



BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-5  Thursday, January 2, 2014

goleader.com/ballyhoo

Fla. Teen Charged In
False Bomb Threat

KENILWORTH  – A Florida teen-
ager has been charged with mak-
ing a false bomb threat against a
Kenilworth residence earlier this
year, acting Union County Pros-
ecutor Grace H. Park announced
Monday.

Complaints of threatening to
discharge a destructive device,
making a false report of planting
a bomb or explosive, issuing a
false police report, fraud, and
other offenses were filed by the
Seminole County Sheriff’s Office
against the 16-year-old defen-
dant, whose name is being with-
held due to his age.

The date was July 21, 2013
when the Kenilworth Police De-
partment received a 911 call via
Skype, according to Union County
Assistant Prosecutor Susan
Gleason, who assisted Florida
authorities investigating the case.
The person making the threat,

whose voice was modified during
the call, claimed to be a 19-year-
old resident of the 600 block of
Newark Avenue in Kenilworth and
threatened to kill two of his
younger siblings and blow up his
home, Ms. Gleason said.

Responding police found a 19-
year-old resident at the home and
took him into custody, but quickly
determined that he had not placed
the threatening call – the victim
did not even have any younger
siblings, and no one else was home
at the time. Using phone and
Internet records, investigators
later managed to trace the call to
a residence in Florida and identi-
fied the 16-year-old as a suspect.

The emergency response to the
false bomb threat resulted in
expenses exceeding $7,000, and
the juvenile defendant, if con-
victed, is expected to be ordered
to pay restitution.

Lawrence Ditzel, Sr., 89, Was Plumber;
Active In Squad, Scouts, Lions, Masons
Lawrence F. Ditzel, Sr., 89,

passed away on Saturday, De-
cember 28, 2013, at home.

Born in Cranford, he lived in
Garwood for many years.

A plumber, Mr. Ditzel had been
a partner in R&D Plumbing and
Heating of Garwood. He was a
member of the Lions Club for 25
years and a Lions Representa-
tive. Larry was a member of
Azure-Masada Club, F&AM of
Cranford for 50 years. He also
had been a member of the
Garwood First Aid Squad, a
Webelos and a Boy Scout leader,
and had helped construct the
gazebo at the Garwood Little
League field. He was an Army
veteran of World War II.

Larry was predeceased by a
son, Kurt; a daughter, Kathy,

and a great-grandson, Kevin.
Surviving are Katherine D.

(Ehrnholm) Ditzel, his beloved
wife since December 13, 1947;
three devoted sons, Larry and
his wife, Velma, Gary and his
wife, Joyce, and Mark; four lov-
ing grandsons, Larry III and his
wife, Shawn, Raymond, Keith and
Christopher; and one beloved
great-grandson, 11-year-old Ja-
son.

Services will be at 10:30 a.m.
on Friday, January 3, at the
Dooley Funeral Home, 218 North
Avenue West in Cranford. Inter-
ment will be at Rosedale Memo-
rial Park in Linden.

In lieu of flowers, donations
may be made to the Wounded
Warriors, 370 7th Avenue, Suite
1802, New York, N.Y. 10001.

January 2, 2014

COMEDY BENEFIT...A special comedy fundraiser to benefit Garwood PBA
Local No. 117 was held December 5 at Crossroads, located at 78 North Avenue in
Garwood. The event featured Michael Winslow, The Dumb Kids In the Back and
Jerrold Benford. Over 120 attendees came out to support the cause, and $1,000 was
raised for the Garwood Police Department that night. Pictured, from left to right,
are: Comedian Joe Carney from The Dumb Kids In the Back, presenting a $1,000
check to Officer John Wright of the Garwood Police Department, and Crossroads
owner Lee Frankel. Mr. Carney was to be featured at another benefit at Cross-
roads on Thursday, January 2, for the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick Union County.

put together a five-year road
maintenance program, as well
as a longer term debt manage-
ment system.” He also spoke
about continuing to appeal the
Birchwood development and
working to gain federal funding
for flood control.

Ms. Adubato was appointed
commissioner of finance, Ms.
O’Connor was appointed com-
missioner of public safety, Mr.
D’Ambola was named commis-
sioner of public works/engineer-
ing, and Thomas H. Hannen, Jr.,
who was mayor last year and is
now the lone Democrat on the
committee, was appointed com-
missioner of public affairs.

Mr. Kalnins also was appointed
as a member to the planning
board.

Diane Dabulas was appointed
township attorney for one year

at a yearly fee of $60,000. She is
a partner at Rogut McCarthy. At
Monday’s township committee
workshop meeting, residents
voiced their opinion against ap-
pointing attorney Phil Morin to
the position.

Lavona Patterson was ap-
pointed chief financial officer for
a four-year term.

The township committee ap-
proved a resolution offering em-
ployees the option to forego health
insurance for a cash incentive. The
employee would receive 25 per-
cent or $5,000, whichever is less,
of the amount saved by the town-
ship because of the employee’s
waiver of health insurance.

The committee also authorized
a temporary 2014 township bud-
get of $7.95 million, and a tem-
porary Swim Utility Fund of
$456,000.

officer, went over a series of
capital improvement authoriza-
tions that have balances that the
township committee voted to
cancel and be returned to a gen-
eral fund. The ordinances go back
to 2000. Many were attached to
matching grants that have since
expired and are no longer avail-
able, Mr. DeRoberts said.

Mayor Hannen had expressed
his reservations with canceling
the authorizations. “My concern
is once it is gone it isn’t coming
back,” he said. He asked if the
township committee in 2014
would look at this and re-appro-
priate the funds.

Downes Tree Service Co. was
awarded the contract to de-snag
the Rahway River in Cranford at
the bid of $200,600. T.R. Weniger
was awarded the contract to de-
silt the river at the bid of $146,980.

The committee also approved
$9,000 for engineering services
fee in connection with the in-
spection/repair of the Kanuska
Passage Pedestrian Tunnel.

The township committee went
into a closed session to discuss a
legal matter with Cranford De-
velopment Associates, contrac-
tual matters in connection with
2014 professional services, and
a collective bargaining matter
and personnel matters involving
the fire department and 2014
appointments to committees,
boards and commissions.

Barbara Krause, a member of
the tree preservation commission,
said the township has a variety of
trees available to plant on resi-
dents’ front yard properties and
interested residents can contact
the public works department.

Ms. Krause also inquired about
the upgrade of the PSE&G sub-
station on North Avenue and con-
struction to happen at Union
County College.

Ms. Krause also inquired about
the repair of the broken marble
base of the flagpole at the Post
Office plaza.

Kalnins Appointed Cranford MayorResidents Oppose Morin


