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l'ennemi du journaliste

MacLELLAND NETS 15 PTs, 11 RBs; McKEARY 10 PTs, 9 RBs; ROSS 11 PTs; SPEER 9 PTs, 10 RBs

Lady Cougar Cagers Clip Plainfield Cardinals, 56-55
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“Senior Night” at Cranford High
School turned out to be a down-
to-the-wire thriller, after which
the hosting Lady Cougars bas-
ketball team grabbed a 56-55
victory over the 11-7 Plainfield
Cardinals on February 12.

The end came when Cougar
sophomore Cerys MacLelland
went to the line with six seconds
remaining and missed both free
throws, but senior Mairead
McKeary grabbed the rebound.
The Cardinals attempted to rip

the ball free, but after a scramble,
the buzzer blasted, ending the
game.

“When it comes to that end
time, you just have to get that
rebound. It has to be yours. We
wouldn’t have been in that posi-
tion [to win] if my entire team
didn’t push each other. I was
happy to get that so as not to put
more pressure on our defense,”
McKeary said.

McKeary, who finished with 10
points, three assists and three
steals, pulled eight rebounds, and
senior Kerry Wischusen finished

with four assists and two points.
“We definitely made it exciting.

The younger kids worked hard
for us, and it was a fun game
playing with them,” Wischusen
said.

What also made the game very
exciting were Cardinal seniors
Drew Winter and Breanna Spen-
cer. Winter bucketed 30 points,
including 11 in the third quarter
and 11 in the fourth. Four of her
five 3-pointers came in the sec-
ond half. Spencer finished with
20 points.

“Those two are playing D-1
basketball next year, so I couldn’t
be more proud of how our girls
defended them. Defense is what
did it for us. The first time we
played them, we were down, 22-

6, at the end of the first quarter
and we ended up being up by five
at the end of the third quarter,
solely on defense. Basketball
games are all about runs. They
go on a run, we go on a run and
it’s how we bounce back from
their runs,” Cougar Head Coach
Jackie Dyer said.

“We had to make sure on de-
fense that we kept talking to
each other, letting each other
know where Winter or Spencer
was. Communication is a big part
of how we stay with those girls,”
McKeary said.

MacLelland really turned on the
burners in the second half, by
netting 13 of her team-leading 15
points. She also had 10 rebounds,
two blocks and five assists.

“Cerys is a big threat, because
she’s a guard spot but has really
good post moves, so it makes it

hard to defend that. She had five
assists. She realized from half-
time that she needed to score a
little bit more,” Coach Dyer said.

“She really does work hard, gets
those rebounds and puts them
back up for us,” Wischusen said.

Bela Speers scored eight of her
nine points in the first half, but
she was also very influential un-
der the boards with 10 rebounds,
a pair of blocks and three steals.
Sophomore Lyndsey Pace got into
the act with five rebounds, five
points, a steal and two assists.
Sophomore Sarah Ross banged
three 3-pointers and finished with
11 points. Junior Erin Meixner
contributed four points and two
rebounds.

“A lot of my team is very young,
but you would never know by
how they don’t back down. They
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are very aggressive, they are
hustling, they are playing up there
with the rest,” Coach Dyer said.

The Cougars and the Cardinals
were knotted, 14-14, at the end

of the first quarter, but six of the
Cougars’ seven scores came by
way of assists. Five more assists
helped the Cougars take a 29-23
lead at the half. Ross, with as-

sists from MacLelland and
McKeary, sank two of her 3-point-
ers in the quarter.

“That’s definitely what we fo-
cus on as a team. We are always
looking to pass off and get a good
assist, especially if we are not
open for the shot. We had many
assists. That’s pretty normal for
us,” Wischusen said.

However both teams experi-
enced passing problems in the
first half which led to steals. The
Cardinals won the third quarter,
18-13, to narrow the Cougars’
lead to 42-41 then they knotted
to score, 47-47, with 5:10 re-
maining. The Cougars settled
down. In the final minute, Ross
nailed her third 3-pointer and
MacLelland rolled in a lay-up,
was fouled and sank the free
throw. Winter sank a 3-pointer
then the Cardinals were forced to
foul MacLelland to set the stage
for the exciting finale.

“I think at the beginning of the
game everyone’s nerves are high.

Everyone is more pumped up.
It’s hard to stay calm with the
other team pressuring you. It’s
normal for turnovers to occur
and steals to happen, but I am

really proud of my team. We
settled in and started playing our
game,” McKeary said.
Plainfield 14   9 18 14 55
Cranford 14 15 13 14 56

*** Cranford Lady Cougar Cagers Clip Plainfield Cardinals, 56-55, on ‘Senior Day’ ***
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COUGARS OBLACHINSKI NETS 17 PTs, GRABS 15 RBs; TROTTER 9 PTs, RAIDER RAMOS 11 PTs

Cougars Hustle Past Raiders in UCT Boys Basketball, 53-39
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Defense was more effective for
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys basketball team than
it had been in the previous two
meetings with Cranford, but the
10th-seeded Cougars took con-
trol of the boards and used quick
passing techniques to come up
with a 53-39 victory in the pre-
liminary round of the Union
County Tournament in Cranford
on February 15.

“They definitely improved from
the other two times we played
them. We got some shots. They
didn’t knock some shots down,
which helped us. We didn’t de-
fend as well as we should have.
We were able to capitalize on
some turnovers, get a lead and
then hang on,” Cougar Head

Coach Ryan Huber said.
Senior John Oblachinski be-

came the primary master of the
boards with 15 rebounds, a pair
of blocked shots, a tipped pass
that led to a steal and also led all
scorers with 17 points.

“This is the county tournament.
Everybody comes to play. This is
what we play for. This is where
we get bragging rights for the
whole year. They played well.
We just happened to play better
today and we got the win,”
Oblachinski said.

“He’s a physical kid. He’s un-
dersized with everybody we play,
but he battles with everybody.
Georgetown’s getting a great one
right there,” Coach Huber said of
Oblachinski.

Leo Ramos led the 9-13 Raid-
ers with 11 points, including a

pair of three pointers in the first
quarter that the 10-8 Cougars
won, 14-9. Andrew Voysest
struck for seven second-half
points and added two assists.
Chris Lisojo had three steals and
three rebounds. Josh Acosta and
Dan Lopez each had five points,
while Devon Glover and Quaryee
Bull each netted four points. Jack
Poillon (3 rebounds) had one
point, Chris Gibbons (2 steals)
had two points and Emendo Tho-
mas pulled four rebounds.

The Cougars’ quick, crosscourt
passing did, however, manage
to keep the Raiders’ defense off-
balance, especially in the first
and fourth quarters.

“Definitely! We were trying to
push the ball up the floor like we
did the other times against them.
When we do, we get open lay-

ups and we are able to move the
ball pretty well up court,”
Oblachinski said. “The guards did
a good job today securing the
ball and not giving up a lot of
turnovers. We played a good
game.”

“It all starts really with Jack
McCaffrey. He’s a sneaky type
player. He gets the ball. He gets
into the passing lanes, especially
against the zone. He finds open-
ings fast. He’s a very athletic kid.
He really starts it all defensively
for us, and that’s where it led to
a long run on offense,” Coach
Huber said.

McCaffrey finished with eight
points, while Tommy Trotter (9
points) and Luke Christiano (4
points, 5 rebounds) led the team
with five assists each. Mike
Guarriello netted eight points and

six rebounds and Cameron Kutzer
sank five points.

“Coach Huber stresses the
teamwork with everyone pass-
ing. We don’t go one-on-one. We
find the open guy and we get him
the ball, so they do a good job
getting everyone the ball and
getting a lot of assists,”
Oblachinski said.

After Ramos scored six of his
points in the first quarter and
Trotter sank seven to give the
Cougars a 14-9 lead, both de-
fenses got stingy in the 7-2 sec-
ond quarter that made the half-
time score, 21-11.

Kutzer scored all five of his
points in the third quarter and
Oblachinski sank four, while
Glover hit for four as the Cou-
gars’ lead stretched only one
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point to 35-24, then Guarriello
led all scorers in the fourth with
eight points.

The Cougars’ victory pitted
them against seventh-seeded St.
Mary’s (Elizabeth) in the second

round.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood   9   2 13 15 39
Cranford 14   7 14 18 53

Cougars Outpace Raiders, 53-39
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Cranford Cougar Matmen Fall
To Hanover Park in Sectional
The 16-5 Cranford High School

wrestling team fell short to top-
seeded Hanover Park, 41-22, in
the semifinal round of the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 2 Tour-
nament in Hanover Park on Feb-
ruary 12.

Cougar Anthony Capece gained
a 12-3 majority decision over
Leo Stefanelli at 106-lbs. Tom
DiGiovanni pinned Jonathan Silva
in 3:32 at 113-lbs and Chris
Scorese pinned Lou Ramio in 2:21
at 120-lbs. Gavin Murray pinned
Joe Zecca in 5:41 at 138-lbs.

At 126-lbs, Tiger Austin Nash
won by 10-2 major decision over
Dave Busch. Christian Bassolino

won by 14-5 majority decision over
Brian McGovern at 132-lbs. At 145-
lbs, Tiger Gene Angelo nipped An-
drew Tompkins, 3-2, then Corey
Birch dropped a 4-0 decision to
Anthony Oliveri at 152-lbs.

The Tigers also won every bout
from 160-lbs to heavyweight, be-
ginning with Anthony Bassolino
winning in 1:15. At 170-lbs, Ma-
son Sangillo won by forfeit and
Rory DeLuca earned an 8-5 deci-
sion over Chris Kiame at 182-lbs.
Eric Boccard topped Nick Ballas,
8-6, at 195-lbs. Tom Hunt pinned
Mike Pastor in 3:51 at 220-lbs
and Nick LaShell defeated Jon
ElKhoury, 7-2, at 285-lbs.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HEADING TO NOTRE DAME..Cranford Cougar Pat Lynch has signed to continue his pole vaulting career at Notre
Dame University next year. Pictured, left to right, are: front row;  Mark Lynch, Elisabeth Lynch, Pat Lynch and James
Lynch; back row, coaches Eliza Kelton, John Schiano and Pete Kane, Director of Athletics Darren Torsone, coach Mike
Dow and Principal Rui Dionisio.

District Mat Tournament Begins

Youth Sports Programs

Go and See a Game!

Please Support

Blue Devils
Raiders
Cougars

Probitas Verus Honos

The District 11 Wrestling Tournament will be held this Friday and
Saturday at Westfield High School. Last year, the Blue Devils won
the team title with 189.5 points, well ahead of second-placed
Scotch Plain-Fanwood at 154.5 and the Cranford Cougars, who
placed third with a 151 total.

The Blue Devils return two champions with Nick Velez (152-lbs)
and Nick Kalimtzis (120-lbs) as do the Cougars with Gavin Murray
(138-lbs) and Niko Cappello (160-lbs)

Raider Brian Lapham

Blue Devil Matt BarberCougar Gavin Murray
Highlander Ryan Hoy
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By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The finance com-
mittee of the board of educa-
tion (BOE) will convene Satur-
day to devise its budget for the
2014-2015 school year, panel
Chairwoman Susan Groning
announced at Tuesday’s
monthly BOE meeting.

The panel must stay within 2
percent of last year’s $8.5-mil-
lion expenditure – with excep-
tions for items such as special
education and employee health
insurance – to avoid a voter
referendum on the blueprint.

“We meet Saturday to go
through all of our finances,” Ms.
Groning said. “We’ll see
what line items we need
to increase, as well as
where we’ll need to cut
in order to stay within
our 2-percent cap.”

The budget must be
presented for approval
to county officials by
Thursday, March 20,
she said, and if it passes
there, must be adopted
by the Garwood BOE
and presented publicly
on Tuesday, April 29.

Last year’s budget in-
cluded a $192,000 tax
increase, which
amounted to $95.33
per $100,000 of as-
sessed home value.

The snow that has
tested the patience of
Garwood residents also
has taken its toll on the
school calendar, requir-
ing the board to ap-
prove a change Tues-
day to hold classes on
Monday, April 21, the
day after Easter.

Winter storms have
forced the school to
close five times. The

original calendar had three
“snow days” built into it, all of
which have been used. School
was open Friday, February 14,
originally scheduled as a day
off, and April 21 will account for
the fifth canceled day due to
snow.

If further cancellations are
necessary, Superintendent
Teresa Quigley said the days
will be made up either during
spring break, April 14 to 18, or
added on at the end of the year.

“It’s hard on the kids and staff
because it’s inconsistent,” Ms.
Quigley said. “You’re in, you’re
out, you’re in.

“All of these snow days have Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader
DECADES OF SERVICE…Garwood Mayor Pat Quattrocchi, right, presents a
proclamation to Bill Severage, left, at the February 11 council meeting honoring
him for 55 years of service to the borough’s volunteer fire department.

Garwood Board of Education Adds
Makeup Days Due to Snowstorms

been a tough call, because the
snow is happening in the morn-
ing, but then it’s stopping. But
at what point is it a delayed
opening? Is it a ‘close the
school’?”

Ms. Quigley said she confers
with Clark school officials due
to the fact that Garwood sends
its high-school students to
Arthur L. Johnson (ALJ) High
School in Clark.

“We’re all up at 5 a.m.,” she
said. “I try to follow what Clark
does because our students go
there.”

In another ALJ-related mat-
ter, Ms. Quigley said the Clark

Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader
YEARS OF SERVICE…Garwood Board of Education (BOE) President Christine Guerriero
reads a proclamation honoring retired BOE member Jack Sullivan  for his years of service
to the board.

Union County College Hires
A New VP for Students

CRANFORD — During the Janu-
ary 28 Board of Trustees meet-
ing, the Union County College
approved Helen Castellanos
Brewer as the new Vice President
of Student Development. She had
more than a decade of commu-
nity college experience in stu-
dent services.

Ms. Brewer will join the staff on
Monday, February 10, and man-
age the staff responsible for de-
signing, maintaining, and improv-
ing the quality of professional
support services for the College’s
12,000 students. The specific de-
partments she will oversee are
Counseling, the Educational Op-
portunity Fund, Financial Aid, Re-
cruitment, and College Life, which

includes athletics and student
clubs.

Ms. Castellanos Brewer began
her tenure in higher education
15 years ago and has worked in
student affairs at both two-year
and four-year colleges. Over the
past decade, she has served at a
community college-Montgomery
College in Rockville, Md. Her most
recent role was as Montgomery’s
Associate Dean of Students.

Ms. Brewer’s experience in-
cludes student affairs leader-
ship, implementation of student
success initiatives, program
management and administra-
tion, community outreach and
recruitment, academic advising,
career and personal counsel-
ing, judicial affairs, grant writ-
ing, program assessment, stra-

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
Probitas Verus Honos
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Crossroads Event to Feature
Ventriloquist, Comedians

GARWOOD — A special comedy
event will be held on Thursday,
March 6, beginning at 8 p.m. at
Crossroads, located at 78 North
Avenue in Garwood. Featured will
be ventriloquist Otto and George
along with comedians Jimmie
Allinder, Rich Carucci, Keith
Carnevale and Rich McDonald.

Otto and George is an adult-
themed ventriloquist comedy
team composed of comedian Otto
Petersen and his dummy, George
Dudley. Mr. Petersen began per-
forming with George as a street
act in Manhattan and Brooklyn in
the early 1970s. In the late ’70s,
they moved into nightclubs and
began to evolve into the current
act.

One notable aspect of Mr.
Petersen’s ventriloquism is that
his lips still move while he speaks
with the George voice, but the
illusion of there being a different
speaker is made with the sharp
contrast in the George voice with
his own.

Among the other performers
on the bill, Mr. Allinder is an
experienced stand-up comedian.
Mr. Carucci is a second-genera-

tion comedian and former child
actor who appeared in commer-
cials, off-Broadway and on a 1972
Ed Sullivan Easter special. Mr.
Carnevale opens for Otto and
George. Mr. McDonald, also
known as Big Rich from Jersey, is
a member of the comedy troupe
Dumb Kids In The Back as well as
a stand-up comedian.

Tickets are $15 when purchased
online at ticketfly.com or by visit-
ing crossroadsatgarwood.com.
Advance ticket purchase is highly
recommended. Tickets can be
purchased at the door for $20 per
person. Food and beverages will
be available for purchase sepa-
rately throughout the evening.

For more information about this
event, call (908) 518-0323 or e-
mail info@xxroads.com.

Otto and George

tegic planning, and leading an
emergency response team to
address students of concern.

Equally important, according
to President McMenamin, is that
she has “a caring attitude to-
ward students.”

“I understand community col-
leges not only from my profes-
sional work but also from the
perspective of once having been
a community college student my-
self. I am committed to the com-
munity college mission and to
ensuring the success of all stu-
dents,” Ms. Brewer said.

Ms. Brewer was selected as a
National Community College His-
panic Council (NCCHC) Fellow
and Chair of the Maryland Be-
havioral Intervention Team Af-
finity Group. She has also served
on numerous boards to include
the Latin American Advisory
Board to the County Executive
and the Board of Directors for
the Latin American Youth Cen-
ter in Washington, D.C.

Originally from New Brunswick,
and raised in Maryland, she
earned a Master of Arts in Coun-
seling with an emphasis in Stu-
dent Development in Higher Edu-
cation from Trinity University,
and a Bachelor of Arts in Psy-
chology from the University of
Maryland, College Park.

Ms. Castellanos Brewer re-
places Dr. Ralph Ford, who
served at Union for eight years
and left the College during the
summer to become President of
Central Texas College.

Volunteers Needed for Union
County Teen Arts Festival

CRANFORD – Do you like work-
ing with artists, teachers and
students? The Union County
Teen Arts Festival provides an
opportunity for volunteers to
get involved.

The Union County Teen Arts
Festival, sponsored by the Union
County Board of Chosen Free-
holders through the Office of
Cultural and Heritage Affairs in
the Department of Parks and
Recreation, is a two-day cel-
ebration of the arts held annu-
ally at Union County College in
Cranford. The event, scheduled
for Thursday and Friday, March
20, and 21, is open to all stu-
dents from public, charter, pri-
vate and parochial middle and
high schools in Union County.

“Nearly 3,500 students par-
ticipate in performances, cri-

t iquing seminars, master
classes and workshops with a
staff of 55 professional artists
in every discipline – visual art,
music, creative writing, theater
and dance,” said Freeholder
Chairman Christopher Hudak.
“Volunteers are needed to as-
sist artists with workshops,
manage performance sites and
staff information stations. We
appreciate the invaluable as-
sistance of our county residents
with this exciting program.”

If you are interested in any of
these activities, contact the
Union County Office of Cultural
and Heritage Affairs by calling
(908) 558-2550; NJ Relay Us-
ers cal l  711. Or e-mail
culturalinfo@ucnj.org. The of-
fice is located at 633 Pearl
Street, Elizabeth.

school will be evaluated by the
Middle States Association of
Colleges and Schools in March.

While not mandatory, she told
attendees at Tuesday’s meet-
ing that the assessment, “is a
good thing for the high school.
It puts it under the microscope.”

Clark officials already have
prepared 200 pages of paper-
work for the Middle States ac-
creditation process and if ap-
proved, it will be good for seven
years.

In other actions, the board
approved five people, Douglas
Heintz, Meghan Emmons, Lynn
Tierney, Michael Bither and
Karen Bronikowski, as substi-
tute teachers pending a crimi-
nal history background check.

The board also appointed
Daniel Burke as the boys’ base-
ball coach, Dana Parkhill as the
girls’ softball coach, Armando
Gonzalez as the overnight
eighth-grade trip teacher and
Peggy Weiss as the overnight
eighth-grade trip nurse.

W-H Presents High
School Musical

EDISON — The Wardlaw-
Hartridge School in Edison will
present High School Musical, as
its annual spring musical with
four performances: Thursday
through Saturday, February 27
through March 1, at 7:30 p.m.
and Sunday, March 2, at 3 p.m.
The show will be held in the
school’s All-Purpose Room.

Leading players include Alex
Barbet of Plainfield as Troy
Bolton, Neelam Patel of Edison
as Gabriella Montez, Julia Lin-
ger of Cranford as Sharpay
Evans, Michael Olano of South
Plainfield as Ryan Evans, Aditya
Dalal of Scotch Plains as Coach
Evans, Antonia Santangelo of
Rahway as Ms. Darbus and Harry
“T” Osborne of Plainfield as
Chad, as well as numerous other
students.

Tickets are $10 for adults and
students and $5 for senior citi-
zens. For more information call
(908) 754-1882.
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