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l'ennemi du journaliste

CAPPELLO GETS CRUCIAL WIN AT 170-LBS; BIRCH WINS AT 160-LBS, BUSCH MAJORS AT 126-LBS

Cougars Edge No. Highlands by Wrestling Criteria, 31-31
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Criteria put the Cranford High
School wrestling team over the
top in a wild match with Northern
Highlands, which ended in a 31-
31 draw in Cranford on February
7.

Each team won seven bouts
and the 13-6 Highlanders re-
corded two pins to Cranford’s
one, but forfeits, disqualifications
and defaults in a Criteria 1 count
as pins also and the 15-4 Cou-
gars received two forfeits to boost
their total to three.

One of the forfeits was to heavy-
weight Jon ElKhoury, whose pos-
sible opponent had a 1-16 record,
and the other was to 138-lb Gavin
Murray, who entered the match
with a 29-0 record and a top-8

ranking in the state.
“Injury defaults and forfeits!

They forfeited to Gavin and he
was going to pin that kid. What I
told the guys before the match,
‘this is going to be as close as it
gets and we need bonus points.
Whatever we can get and don’t
give any up.’ I didn’t think it was
going to be 31-31 but within a
couple of points depending on
who is going to get the bonus
points. That’s what these type of
matches come down to. That
extra takedown or not getting
taken down,” Cougar Head Coach
Pat Gorman said.

The first bout of the evening
came at 160-lbs, and Cougar
Corey Birch bumped up to face
Jack Castiglia and came out on
top, 4-1, after recording a double-
leg takedown and a reversal. Niko

Cappello bumped up a weight
class to square off with Brandon
Latierno, who entered the bout
with a 25-3 record, one of seven
Highlanders with 20+ wins.

Cappello recorded a low double-
leg takedown in the first period
and added an escape and an-
other takedown in the second
period.

“I looked online to see who I
might wrestle and I knew he
might have been the kid. I was
trying to stay low and trying not
to tie up, because I was bumping
up and the kid was heavy. I tried
to keep forward to get a shot on
him, and I got lucky to get those
sweeps going. The sweeps were
a change off of the doubles,”
Cappello said.

With a 5-2 lead, Cappello man-
aged to control Latierno through-
out the third period to gain the
crucial victory.

“I thought I was going to have
trouble holding him down, be-
cause he was heavier and he
escaped on me twice. I just tried
to keep leverage with that arm. I
got that arm bar in and that was
it,” Cappello said.

“Niko has been wrestling tough
kids all season. We have been
using him at [1]60 and [1]70,
because that’s how good he is.
He was an All-American down at
Virginia Beach this summer as a
freshman. It’s good to have a kid
like that, who you can move
around. He’s very strong. I’m
sure that they thought that they
were going to knock Niko off with
that kid. We had other plans,”
Coach Gorman said.

The Highlanders gave the Cou-
gars a hint of their specialty move
at 182-lbs when Tyler Hurwitt
pinned Chris Kiame with a cradle
in 1:01 to knot the team score.

Cougar Nick Ballas recorded a
pair of takedowns and a pair of
escapes to beat Tom Hamrah, 6-
3, at 195-lbs then Highlander
Tom Cosgriff improved to 24-6
and demonstrated why his team
likes to choose the top position
as he clamped Mike Pastor sev-
eral times in a cradle to seize a
16-1, tech fall in 6:00 at 220-lbs.

After ElKhoury received his for-
feit, Highlander Alfonse DeMaria
used the top position and the
cradle to grab a 7-2 decision
over Anthony Capece at 106-lbs
then Jared Ibelli also used the
cradle to earn a 12-4 majority
decision over Tom DiGiovanni at
113-lbs to give the Highlanders
an 18-15 lead.

“They chose top a lot. They
went for the cradle every time.
When you pin kids a lot with the
cradle, that’s where you should
be. We knew after the second
match, this was what their move
was. We had to defend against it
and just get back to our feet,”
Coach Gorman said.

At 120-lbs, Cougar Chris

Scorese pinned Hassan Khokhar
in 39 seconds with a half nelson
then Dave Busch punished Jake
Paparozzi with three takedowns,
an escape and a nearfall to claim
a 10-1 majority decision at 126-
lbs.

“Every period he got a takedown
then he went after back points as
soon as he could,” Coach Gorman
said.

Highlander Shane Sosinsky
used a barrel roll reversal and a
two-point nearfall to edge Brian
McGovern, 4-2, at 132-lbs then
Murray’s win by forfeit put the
Cougars on top, 31-21, with two
bouts remaining.

Highlander Andrew Somple re-
corded a 12-4 major decision
over Andrew Tompkins at 145-
lbs then Sean Kelly pinned Paul
Castillo with a head lock in 1:21
at 152-lbs to knot the team score
and set up the Criteria decision.

“Even the tough ones that we
lost, this is the part of the season
where we have to take this and
use it as motivation. This lets us

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Cougar Corey Birch

vs Jack Castaglia (160)

Cougar Brian McGovern

vs Shane Sosnitsky (132)
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know where we are and what we
need to work on,” Coach Gorman
said.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
160: — Birch (C) d Castiglia, 4-1
170: — Cappello (C) d Latierno, 5-2
182: — Hurwitt (N) p Kiame, 1:01

195: — Ballas (C) d Hamrah, 6-3
220: — Cosgriff (N) tf Pastor 16-1, 6:00
Hwt: — ElKhoury (C) won forfeit
106: — DeMaria (N) d Capece, 7-2

113: — Ibelli (N) md DiGiovanni 12-4
120: — Scorese (C) p Khokhar :39
126: — Busch (C) md Paparozzi, 10-1
132: — Sosinsky (N) d McGovern 4-2

138: — Murray (C) won forfeit
145: — Somple (N) md Tompkins 12-4
152: — Kelly (N) p Castillo 1:21

Cougar Niko Cappello

vs Brendan Latierno (170)

Cougar Anthony Capece

vs Alfonse DeMaria (106)

Cougar Dave Busch

vs Jake Paparozzi (126)
Cougar Tom DiGiovanni

vs Jared Ibelli (113)

See another photo on page 4
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Prepared By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two matches in a row came
down to the final bout within a
four-day span and the Cranford
High School wrestling team man-
aged to pull both of them out of
the fire, ending with a 30-28 vic-
tory over Becton/Wallington in
the first round of the North Jer-
sey, Section 2, Group 2 tourna-
ment in Cranford on February 10.

The 17-4 Cougars had just
nipped Northern Highlands, 31-
31, winning by Criteria on Febru-
ary 7 and were quite aware of the
talent the Becton Wildcats, now
14-6, brought to the table.

Bonus points were a must by
either team and it appeared early
on that the Wildcats were going to
get the lion’s share, while the
Cougars missed out twice on bo-
nus points in the early stages.
However what did go in the Cou-
gars’ favor was several stellar
individual efforts at key times.

But first with the match begin-
ning at the 170-lb class, the Wild-
cats presented one of their top
wrestlers with Nathan Bueno,
stepping onto the mats with a 28-
2 record to face Chris Kiame.
Bueno took Kiame to the mat and
pinned him in 1:00 using a tight
waist/half nelson.

At 182-lbs, Cougar Nick Ballas
made several takedown attempts,
although unsuccessful, on Angelo
Dishmey but did get a two-point
tilt in the second period and added
an escape and a takedown in the
third to claim the decision. At
195-lbs, Wildcat Rafael Medrano
received a forfeit then Dylan Lewin
improved to 23-7 when he re-
corded a 9-1 majority decision
over Mike Pastor to make the
team score, 16-3.

The Cougars missed out on a
bonus point in the final seconds of
the 285-lb bout when Deion
Sanchez received a penalty point

and an escape to drop an 8-2
decision to Cougar Jon ElKhoury.
At 106-lbs, Wildcat Phil Ruiz im-
proved to 25-7 when he recorded
two escapes and a five-point shoul-
der roll-to-back move to defeat
Anthony Capece.

Freshman Tom DiGiovanni ig-
nited a string of six Cougar victo-
ries by earning an 11-3 majority
decision over Mike Cabrera at 113-
lbs. DiGiovanni began the bout
with a single-leg trip takedown,
followed with an offensive spin
takedown then added an escape

and three more takedowns in the
third period.

At 120-lbs, Chris Scorese began
with a quick dart single-leg
takedown on Jon Arendas then
added three points with a stretch
hammerlock/half nelson. Arendas
scored a reversal in the second
period, but Scorese escaped and
added a single-leg wraparound
takedown. In the third, Scorese
took a 10-2 lead with another
takedown, but Arendas avoided
the major decision with an escape
at the buzzer.

Cougar Dave Busch went to town
at 126-lbs with a single-leg trip
takedown on Andrew Quintana
and added three more takedowns
and an escape to seize a 9-3
victory. Throughout his bout,
Busch kept working for the two-
on-one tilt in an effort to gain
additional points.

Brian McGovern gave the Cou-
gars their first team lead of the
evening when he recorded seven
takedowns, a two-point nearfall
and an escape then topped it off
with a three-point cradle to claim

a 20-5 tech fall in 5:57 over Joe
Pierantoni at 132-lbs to make the
score, 21-19. At 138-lbs, Cougar
junior Gavin Murray upped his
career win record to 97 when he
pinned Chris Meo in 46 seconds
with an arm bar/half nelson.

One of the most impressive bouts
of the evening arrived at 145-lbs
when Cougar Andrew Tompkins
squared off with Rafal Kolodziel,
who stepped on the mat with a
19-7 record. Tompkins scored a
double-leg takedown in the first
period, Kolodziel escaped in the
second, Tompkins escaped in the
third then ceded a penalty point to
earn a 3-2 victory and to jump the
Cougars’ lead to 30-19 with two
bouts remaining.

The Wildcats needed two pins to
win — a pin and a tech fall would
tie the score but the Cougars would
win by Criteria — and had two of
their best wrestlers remaining.
Tyler Loughlin upped his record to
27-1 when he pinned Paul Castillo
with a double arm bar in 39 sec-
onds at 152-lbs.

In the final bout, 160-lbs, Wild-
cat Roy Forys with a 26-4 record,
began with a pair of takedowns on
Corey Birch then added another
takedown to carry a 6-2 lead into
the third period. Forys was work-
ing very hard to turn the stubborn
Birch but to no avail as Birch
escaped to insure the team vic-
tory.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
170: — Bueno (B) p Kiame 1:00
182: — Ballas (C) d Dishmey 5-1
195: — Medrano (B) won forfeit
220: — Lewin (B) md Pastor 9-1
Hwt: — ElKhoury (C) d Sanchez 8-2
106: — Ruiz (B) d Capece 7-1
113: — DiGiovanni (C) md Cabrera 11-3
120: — Scorese (C) d Arendas 10-3
126: — Busch (C) d Quintana 9-3
132: — McGovern (C) tf Pierantoni 20-
5, 5:57
138: — Murray (C) p Meo :46
145: — Tompkins (C) d Kolodziel 3-2
152: — Loughlin (B) p Castillo :39
160: — Forys (B) d Birch, 6-3

BUSCH, TOMPKINS RECORD KEY WINS; BIRCH HANGS TOUGH AT 160 TO SECURE VICTORY

Cougar Matmen Hold Back Wildcats in Sectionals, 30-28

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUGAR ATHLETES OF THE WEEK...Jenna Ellenbacher, a senior on the winter track team, recently won her second
consecutive 400-meters at the North II State Sectionals and led the 4x400m relay to their second straight title as well. Gavin
Murray, a junior on the varsity wrestling team, is currently is 27-0 with the most pins and team points. He also won the
Union County championship and was named most valuable wrestler.

Photo on page 16 of

The Westfield Leader
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HEADING TO GEORGETOWN...Cougar three-sport athlete John Oblachinski, flanked by his mother Carol and
brother Brian on the left and father John on the right, has signed to play Division I football at Georgetown University in
Washington D.C. in the fall. Pictured, left to right, in the back row are: Director of Athletics Darren Torsone and
Oblachinski’s coaches Ryan Huber (basketball), Erik Rosenmeier (football) and Dennis McCaffrey (baseball).

Cranford PAL Matmen Nip
WF Youth Matmen, 40-35

In a battle of undefeated teams,
Cranford PAL beat Westfield, 40-
35, in a match-up of two of the
top youth wrestling teams in the
area. Cranford, which is the
seven-time reigning Union
County Brawl Champion, contin-
ued its win streak despite eight
new wrestlers joining the lineup
from last year.

The win extended Cranford’s
winning streak over Westfield to
more than 12 straight years.
Scoring pins for Cranford were
Robert Howard, Tom Korzeneski,
Connor Katz and Justin Alpaugh-
McLean. Alpaugh-McLean’s pin,

which secured the win, came with
Cranford down one point going
into the last match.

“The match was a great team
effort,” said Kevin Murray, head
coach and leader of Cranford’s
PAL youth wrestling program.
“Every year we are able to com-
bine veteran wrestlers with new
kids in the lineup to continue
putting up big wins in the Cen-
tral Jersey league. I couldn’t be
more proud.”

Cranford is expected to again
compete for the league title and
anticipates sending several wres-
tlers to the NJ State Champion-
ships in March.

CRANFORD 40 WESTFIELD 35
50 J. Katz(C) d Singer 12-5
53 Connolly(C) d Turnof 2-1
57 Rabinowitz d Waters(C) 2-1
60 Jacobs p Holleran (C)
63 Bencivanga md C. Howard 13-5
67 Hoerle md Digiovanni (C) 8-0
70 Sliber d Murray(C) 8-3
73 Composto p Hecht(C)
77 Howard(C) p Martin
80 Holleran(C) md Dec Kobrin 15-2
83 Kanterman(C) d Hurtt 7-1
87 Korzeneski(C) p Price
90 Nock(C) d Ciotta 7-1
95 Scanlan p Petgrave(C)
102 C. Katz(C) p Ondi
110 Alliegro d Renna(C) 6-2
HWT Alpaugh-McLean p Heard

GETTING THE PIN...Cougar Robert Howard gets the pin in his 77-lb bout
against Westfield.

Lady Cougars Bounce
Bishop Ahr, 46-37

Defense seized the driver’s seat
in the fourth quarter for the
Cranford High School girls bas-
ketball team in a 46-37 victory
over Bishop Ahr in Edison on
February 8. The 10-9 Cougars,
who trailed 14-9 after the first
quarter, kept chipping away then
limited 10-8 Bishop Ahr to just
two points in the fourth quarter.
Erin Meixner sank two 3-pointers
and led the Cougars with 14 points,
while Lindsey Pace netted 12
points, Cerys MacLelland hit 11,
Bela Speer sank six and Kerry
Wischusen had three.
Cranford   8 13 16   9 46
Bishop Ahr 14 11 10   2 37

Youth Sports Programs

Go and See a Game!

Please Support

Blue Devils
Raiders
Cougars

Cougar Nick Ballas

vs Northern Highlands

Photo on page 15

of The Westfield Leader
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Captain Wozniak to Become
New Police Chief in Cranford

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Chief of Police
Eric Mason has retired and Cap-
tain James Wozniak will become
the new Chief of Police effective
Saturday, March 1, the township
committee said Tuesday at the
official public meeting. Chief
Mason has served as chief for 11
years. Capt. Wozniak has served
on the police force for some 25
years.

Pool membership fees will in-
crease this year. Steve
Robertazzi, operations manager
for the township pool and fitness
center, asked the township com-
mittee last month to raise the
fees $25 across the board, ex-
cept for senior citizens, who would
see a $15 increase.

For example, an individual resi-
dent for a summer membership
will pay $250; two adults with
two children will pay $350, and a
senior citizen will pay $65.

There are more levels of mem-
berships available, as well as
non-resident and corporate fees,
and winter and annual pool fees.

The pool and fitness center bro-
chure with a full listing of fees is
available on the township
website, cranford.com/pool.

“We did look at pool fees in the
area and we are reasonable…I
am comfortable with the modest
increase,” Mayor Andis Kalnins
said.

The raising of three homes —
306 Riverside Drive, 308 River-
side Drive and 207 Edgar Avenue
— under a FEMA grant for flood
mitigation will begin. Under the
grant, FEMA will pay three quar-
ters of the cost and the
homeowners will foot a quarter
of the bill. The contracts for 306
Riverside Drive and 207 Edgar
Avenue total $246,500 each,
while the 308 Riverside Drive

contract totals $215,500.
There are 18 homes, and five

alternate homes, slated for the
$3-million grant the township was
awarded, Mayor Kalnins told The
Westfield Leader.

The township committee au-
thorized by a 4-1 vote, with Com-
missioner Thomas Hannen, Jr.
voting nay, for 2013 budget
transfers. The resolution allows
the transfer of excess funds from
the Police-Salaries and Wages
totaling $69,500 and Buildings
and Grounds-Other Expenses
totaling $4,000 to Street Light-
ing totaling $11,000, PERS (Pub-
lic Employees Retirement Sys-
tem) totaling $34,500 and Fi-
nance-Other Expenses totaling
$28,000.

The committee approved a con-
tract for the purchase of six Ford
Utility Police Interceptors. Low
bidder winner Ford in Cherry Hill’s
contract totals $144,393. The
police department will begin

phasing out the Charger for the
Interceptor.

The township will file a brief on
February 23, as a response to
the New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection
(NJDEP) approving the permit
applications submitted by
Cranford Development Associ-
ates (CDA) to develop 215 and
235 Birchwood Avenue, Town-
ship Attorney Diane Dabulas said.

“At this point we are not aware
of the basis of the decision (of
the NJDEP),” Ms. Dabulas said.
“We do not know if there are
conditions,” she said.

“I would like to note my
disappointment…that the New
Jersey Department of Environ-
mental Protection has failed to
protect the residents of the Town-
ship of Cranford,” Commissioner
Hannen said.

“It is a little baffling to me,”
Commissioner Mary O’Connor
said.

NJDEP Approves Cranford’s
Birchwood Application

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The New Jersey
Department of Environmental
Protection (NJDEP) has approved
the permit applications submit-
ted by Cranford Development
Associates (CDA) to develop 215
and 235 Birchwood Avenue, the
township committee said Mon-
day at its workshop meeting.
The township has not received
any formal documents or further
information, Township Attorney
Diane Dabulas said. The town-
ship has said in the past that it
would appeal.

The Governor’s Office is hold-
ing up the release of the Army
Corps of Engineers’ report on its
cost/benefit analysis of its
stormwater mitigation plans
along the Rahway River water-
shed, Mayor Andis Kalnins said.

On a separate matter, Com-
missioner Robert D’Ambola said
in his Department of Public Works
report, “There is a salt short-
age.”

“We expect another storm this
Thursday. It is going to be a
problem,” Mr. D’Ambola said.

“The potholes are horrendous,”
he said. He was given approval
to expedite town emergency re-
pairs to county roads.

The workshop meeting included
updates from the health depart-
ment, the environmental com-
mission, Roosevelt Park Com-
mittee and Downtown District
Management Corporation, as well
as a presentation on Phase 1 of
the Town Hall renovations and a
proposal on upgrading the pay
stations.

The health department has flu
vaccines available for children. It
also has vaccines for meningitis,
pneumonia, shingles and DTAP
for adults who are uninsured or
underinsured.

Mayor Kalnins asked for an up-

date on a child who was diag-
nosed with lead poisoning. On
January 30 the child’s lead level
was 20, which is down from 59.
The department is working on a
diet with the child to decrease
the lead levels. “I would like to
see it below 10 within the next
six months,” said Monika
Koscova-Jencik, Registered En-
vironmental Health Specialist.
The child has developmental is-
sues and puts everything in its
mouth, which Ms. Koscova-Jencik
said has slowed the progress in
treatment.

Rita La Brutto asked the town-
ship for an update on the credits
for the group homes that she
said have been missing since
2010. Ms. La Brutto last brought
this up at a planning board meet-
ing late last year when she was a
member of the board. She asked
for documentation that the
township’s affordable-housing
credits established by the Coun-
cil on Affordable Housing (COAH)
regulations are being sought. She
said 20 plus credits could be
established. Ms. Dabulas said
there are no longer 20 plus cred-
its that could be had.

“There is documentation. We
are waiting on one property.
There is another owner we are
waiting for documentation from
to submit to the DCA (State of
New Jersey Department of Com-
munity Affairs). It is in the pro-
cess,” said Ms. Dabulas. “Serve
Center is the one we are waiting
for,” she said.

“Quite honestly, it has been a
disgrace,” Ms. La Brutto said.

Roosevelt Park has been
“graded and seeded success-
fully,” said Darren Gottesmann,
member of the Roosevelt Park
Committee.

A picnic table and bench are in
place with help from the Eagle

Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader
PARK UPDATE...Darren Gottesmann, left, a member of the Cranford Roosevelt
Park Committee, gives an update on planned renovations for the new Roosevelt
Park at the Cranford Township Committee workshop meeting on Monday. CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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GW Debates Management
Of Athletic Field Project

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – At the Garwood
Borough Council workshop meet-
ing on Tuesday night, the gov-
erning body discussed hiring a
construction/project manager for
the Athletic Field Complex (AFC),
police department pay raises and
snow removal.

Borough Attorney Bob Renaud
stated he will draw up specifica-
tions for hiring a construction/
project manager (CM/PM) for the
$3.2-million Athletic Field Com-
plex, the latest move by the coun-
cil to finally complete the much-
delayed ball field.

Borough Clerk Christina
Ariemma told the council she
had begun research regarding
the proposal. But before she could
proceed further, she needed di-
rection from the council on
whether to hire a construction
firm or an individual. She felt a
firm would be “more of the same,”
instead suggesting hiring an in-
dependent individual who would
answer to the council.

For the second consecutive
meeting, the proposal to hire a
CM/PM occupied more than half
an hour of discussion in work-
shop Tuesday night.

The debate included the defini-
tion of “employee,” “consultant”
and “contractor,” the hours the
person would be required to work
and suggestions that Borough
Engineer Don Guarriello’s con-
tract be amended to include the
duties. Ms. Ariemma said she
could not compose a “request for
proposal” (RFP) for a non-pro-
fessional service.

Construction of the AFC on the
south side of town was post-
poned two months at the start by
Hurricane Sandy and was to be
finished by mid-year 2013. But
weather and soil disposal issues
further delayed the project. The

latest completion date submit-
ted by builders Flanagan Con-
struction was Tuesday, April 1,
but Mr. Guarriello said two weeks
ago that Sunday, June 1, was
more realistic.

The discussion was sparked by
Councilman Louis Petruzzelli’s
comment that a CM/PM could be
in place by Saturday, March 1.

“To bring this project to an end,
someone, I think, needs to be
down there on a daily basis, put-
ting some type of, not so much
pressure, but just someone to
oversee it,” Mr. Petruzzelli said.
“It’s slow going down there.”

The question appeared to be
whether to authorize approxi-
mately $600 to advertise the
position, but the council opted
for Councilman Bill Nierstedt’s
suggestion to let Mr. Renaud take
two weeks to draw up the RFP.
Council President Ann Palmer
expressed dissatisfaction with
waiting another two weeks. But
Mr. Nierstedt said that with an-
other major snowstorm expected
Thursday, likely little more would
be completed at the site, and
therefore not much would be lost.

“March 1 or March 15; there
isn’t going to be much differ-
ence,” he said.

While Mr. Guarriello said at the
January 28 meeting that hiring a
CM/PM could cost into “six fig-
ures,” Ms. Ariemma said her re-
search indicated that hiring
someone would be more like
$25,000, based on a March to
July time frame, working eight
hours a day, five days a week.

In other news, the council
adopted an ordinance limiting
fences on the sides of homes of
corner lots to an “open” type
(picket, chain link, split rail, etc.)
and no more than four feet high.
The ordinance passed despite an
objection from the floor by former

Scouts. Eight dogwood trees have
been planted.

The Eagle Scouts also are plan-
ning to make a community gar-
den there. Other proposed work
includes repairing the fence on
the far side, cleanup of the left-
over wood and debris, planting
of trees on Arbor Day, building a
playground, and possibly having
Bocce and trails.

“Progress has been made to
shift other activities from Lincoln
Park and Sherman Park,” said
Mr. Gottesmann, such as soccer
for ages 3 to 13, and hockey and
golf for ages 11 to 17.

Additional trees are in the plan
as well. “We would like as many
trees as possible. Shade is
needed,” Mr. Gottesmann said.
The committee has approached
Dreyer Farms for a donation as
well.

Nelson Ditmar, a member of
the environmental commission,
said Cranford had a plan to re-
duce its impervious surface by
10 percent.

“Someone needs to figure out
where we are going to reach this
10 percent,” Mr. Ditmar said.

The township, he said, has had
“numerous opportunities” to uti-
lize its funds to purchase land,
and it has not happened.

He suggested the township in-
stitute an open-space tax. It
would mean increasing taxpay-
ers’ yearly tax bill $20 for the
average assessed home in
Cranford, he said. He stated that
236 towns in New Jersey have an
open-space tax. The public would
vote on requiring the tax.

However, should a municipal-
ity get reassessed, that open-
space tax will increase as the
assessments increase, accord-
ing to an NJ.com report.

The township assessor’s office,
Mr. Ditmar said, told him that the
tax would raise $165,000 for the
township.

The township committee gave
approval for sewer fee deadlines

to change to May 1 and August 1,
whereas they previously were
due March 15 and September
15. Chief Financial Officer
Terrence Wall said it would make
the process smoother.

Martha Garcia, a member of
the Downtown District Manage-
ment Corporation, asked the
township for an additional
$60,000 to replace pavers in the
downtown. This is on top of the
$30,000 it already has in the
budget for the purpose, but has
not used because of Hurricane
Irene. This would not be enough
money to complete the paver
replacement that is required, Ms.
Garcia said.

Director Kathleen Prunty also
said trees are pulling up pavers
and said they suggest pulling out
the trees.

The Corporation also asked for
$20,000 to replace eight gas Vic-
torian lights that are broken at
Eastman Plaza with LED Victo-
rian Lights, and $15,000 to re-
place lights under the Walnut
Avenue overpass.

The township also heard a pre-

sentation to change out its cur-
rent meter pay stations and stick
meters with a new pay station
system. The system would allow
users to pay by smartphone,
credit card, coins or paper money.

Each station would cost the
township $8,602 plus $1,211 for
solar powered machines; all but
two would be solar powered. The
stations in the garage would be
electric powered. There is an
additional $709 per station for a
modem. The cost for equipment
maintenance is $58,000.

The township currently has 26
stations. There were two pro-
posals submitted to the commit-
tee, one for replacing the 26 and
one to complete the whole sys-
tem and do away with stick
meters.

After a resident complained last
month about noise levels from a
neighbor, it was suggested by
Ms. Dabulas that the township
introduce a nuisance ordinance
that the police department can
enforce, as well as updating the
noise ordinance to comply with
the NJDEP model ordinance.

Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader
NEW METERS...Cranford Police Lieutenant Edward Davenport unveils the
new pay station meters recommended for the township at the Cranford Town-
ship Committee workshop meeting on Monday. CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

NJDEP Approves Cranford’s Birchwood Application
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Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — Mayor Andis
Kalnins gave an update on the
Union County College (UCC) plans
to build a soccer field along Gal-
lows Hill Road during the plan-
ning board’s workshop meeting
last Wednesday.

UCC’s plan is to replace the
tennis courts with a soccer/la-
crosse field, possibly a turf field.

Township Engineer Richard
Marsden sent a letter to UCC.
“They are not under our purview
because they are a state or county
school. But we did provide com-
ments,” Mayor Kalnins said.

The mayor said UCC is planning
to remove trees and Mr. Marsden
asked UCC in his letter to replace

the trees under the Cranford
Township regulation, which is a
three-to-one ratio. Mr. Marsden
also asked UCC to provide plant-
ing to buffer the field from the
street.

The township is not sure what

On behalf of St. Joseph’s Social
Services Center, Sister Jacinta
Fernandes, and the children of
Elizabeth, the Garwood Knights
of Columbus would like to thank
everyone for their donations to
our annual Toy Drive. Our thanks
to the following people for all
their help and support. The mem-
bers of The Church of St. Anne’s
Rosary Society and their presi-
dent, Christine Guerriero; The
Eastman Management Group of
Livingston Partners, Michael and
Peter Schofel, especially
Catherine Mooney who arranged
collection boxes in five of their
locations including toy collections
from her co workers at The
Eastman Management Group;
the many tenants in their build-
ing and from the Mt. Pleasant
Elementary School in Livingston
teacher Lauren Nikirk, who again
coordinated along with her fifth
grade students collections from
the students, teachers, parents,
and staff. Ms. Mooney’s efforts
resulted in two carload of toys

being donated.
Each year family members take

turns waiting in line overnight in
inclement weather for the toy
distribution the following morn-
ing. Your generosity is greatly
appreciated, especially during the
current economy.

Since 1983, St. Joseph’s has
served the materially poor and
homeless community of greater
Elizabeth, New Jersey, by pro-
viding basic human needs such
as food, clothing and medica-
tions, as well as a wide range of
services and programs to help
them acquire the material goods
and social services they need to
live with integrity.

For information on St. Joseph’s
see YouTube “Homeless in Eliza-
beth,” parts one and two, or visit
their website
www.stjosephelizabeth.org.

Keith M. Gallagher
Michael O’Donnell, Grand Knight

Robbie Kenny
Garwood Knights of Columbus

Thanks for Supporting Garwood Toy Drive

kind of lighting is intended for
the field, but Mr. Marsden said in
his letter that certain lighting
would require additional tree
buffering.

The board also discussed the
ordinance adopted on first read-
ing by the township committee
to designate The Crane-Phillips
House, 124 North Union Avenue,
as a Cranford Historic Landmark.
The Cranford Historic Preserva-
tion Advisory Board had sought
this distinction from the town-
ship. This is the first house or
district designated under this
procedure.

At the urging of the advisory
board, the township formed an
ordinance on historic preserva-

Photo courtesy of Laurie Gregory, Westfield
NONCONFORMIST...This “New Age” snowman was spotted at 713 Fourth
Avenue in Garwood February 4.

Local Letters to the Editor

councilman Steve Blaufeder.
Mr. Blaufeder, whose home is

on a corner lot at Beech Avenue
and Center Street, pointed out
that the ordinance will essen-
tially scuttle his plans to install
an in-ground pool, which requires
a six-foot fence.

The new regulation allows six-
foot fences in the backyard, as
long as they do not extend be-
yond the width of the house. To
comply with both ordinances, Mr.
Blaufeder said his pool will be too
narrow to be worthwhile.

Mr. Blaufeder was informed he
could seek a variance from the
planning board. After rejecting a
motion to table the measure 4-3,
the council adopted the ordinance,
with Mayor Pat Quattrocchi cast-
ing the tie-breaking vote.

While the council approved, by
a 5-1 margin, salary ranges for
45 different non-union employ-
ees, it delayed a vote on whether
to approve a 1.75-percent raise,

about $2,000, for Police Chief
Bruce Underhill. The increase
would raise Mr. Underhill’s pay
for 2014 to $126,490.

The matter initially was part of
the consent agenda until Coun-
cilman Jim Mathieu objected.

At issue was whether the con-
tract with Chief Underhill, nego-
tiated in 2011, required the bor-
ough to increase his salary in line
with raises given to PBA-covered
officers. Councilwoman and Fi-
nance Committee Chairwoman
Sara Todisco argued that it did.
She received support of her read-
ing of the contract by Council-
man Mike Martin.

But the other four council mem-
bers agreed to let Mr. Renaud
review the contract, since he had
not read it after becoming bor-
ough attorney last year.

Mr. Mathieu said he did not
think council members in good
conscience could vote on the is-
sue until the impact of the new

budget was known.
Ms. Todisco said she would have

the preliminary estimates on the
budget by the Tuesday, Febru-
ary 25 meeting.

Streets, Roads and Ecology
Chairman Mr. Nierstedt reported
on the discussion of Monday’s
committee meeting, noting that
it was dominated by a discussion
of snow removal.

With temperatures struggling
to rise above freezing, much of
the snow has remained from the
past two storms and hardened,
causing disposal issues, particu-
larly at intersections. The issue
drew complaints from two senior
citizens, one of whom owns a
corner lot and complained about
trying to keep up.

Mr. Nierstedt sought the public’s
help, imploring homeowners to
shovel sidewalks as soon as pos-
sible to keep the snow from turn-
ing into ice and making removal
difficult.

Garwood Debates Management of Athletic Field Proj.

Cranford Board Workshop Discusses UCC
Soccer Field Plans, Historic Designation

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Happy

Valentine’s Day!
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tion in March for properties in the
township seeking such designa-
tion.

“This is a good first step be-
cause it is a cornerstone of our
history,” Planning Board Chair-
man Lynda Feder said.

The Crane-Phillips House is
on the National and State Reg-
isters of Historic Places. It is a
historical museum open to the
public on Sundays from 2 to 4
p.m. Henry Phillips, of Phillips
Milk of Magnesia, purchased
the property in 1867 from the
Crane family, the founding fam-
ily of Cranford, and had the
house built by Andrew Jackson
Downing.

“They [Cranford Historic Pres-
ervation Advisory Board] identi-
fied a couple of areas and build-
ings in town…There is some work
being done called The North
Cranford Historic Designation
Area,” Ms. Feder said.

A historic designation provides
opportunities for grant funding,
Mayor Kalnins said.

“It wouldn’t mean anything to
you as a homeowner in terms of
what you can and cannot do,”
Ms. Feder said.

“One of the catalysts for this
was the mission house on
Bloomingdale (Avenue). They
came and they knocked it down
and there wasn’t enough time
to mount a defense,” Mayor
Kalnins said.

In 2011, local home restorer
Jim Buettner had spearheaded
a mission to save an Italianite-
style home built in 1890 at 12
Bloomingdale Avenue from its
impending demolition. At the
time, township officials had said
the cost of moving the home to
a town-owned lot made it pro-
hibitive.

On February 19 the planning
board will hold a joint meeting
with the zoning board to discuss
the responsibilities of each board.

The board also discussed the
Mayors Council Rahway River Wa-
tershed Flood Control. The Coun-
cil has urged municipalities to
adopt an ordinance that would

Champlain College
Announces Dean’s List

BURLINGTON, Vt. – Curtis
Wartenberg, a resident of
Cranford has been named to
the Fall 2013 Champlain Col-
lege Dean’s List for academic
achievements and achieving a
semester grade point average
of 3.5 or higher.

Chris is majoring in Game Art
and Animation.

standardize its stormwater ap-
proach throughout the watershed.

“Our ordinance happens to be
one of the stronger ones in the
watershed,” Ms. Feder said.

“Some are very liberal in terms
of what they allow because com-
munities such as Westfield don’t
flood,” Ms. Feder said.

“We are the ones who have
experienced it. If we don’t take
the lead and make our ordinance
stricter, how can we expect these
towns…we need to set the bar if
we expect others to follow suit,”
said planning board member
Kathleen Murray.

Westfield’s zoning law says
property owners do not have to
mitigate under an acre, Ms. Feder
said, whereas Cranford’s zoning
law is under 400 feet.

The ordinance would have mu-
nicipalities “go above and be-
yond the minimum one acre,”
Ms. Feder said.

NJWA Rock Performance
Workshop at Crossroads

GARWOOD — The New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts (NJWA)
Rock Performance Workshop will
present a live performance on
Saturday, February 22, at 4:30
p.m. at the Crossroads, 78 North
Avenue, Garwood.

The group of talented teens
may have named themselves
“Wrong Direction,” but their di-
rectors, guitarist Glen Brown and
percussionist John Bryan, have
seen them develop along the
right direction to become very
astute musicians on their respec-
tive instruments. They have met
weekly on Saturday nights at the
NJWA studios to perfect their
musical skills and to enjoy the
atmosphere of rocking out with
their peers.

The group includes Ebony Payne
(bass), Matt Latowsky (guitar),
William Rehwinkel (keyboards),
Jasmine McMorran (vocals), Ben
Tipton (drums), Aidan Pine (gui-
tar) and Philip Rehwinkel (gui-
tar). Their Crossroads perfor-
mance will include between nine

and 11 songs by such artists as
Evanescence, Foo Fighters, CCR,
Joan Jett, Red Hot Chili Peppers,
the Eagles and more. There is a
$5 admission for the program.

Regarding the progress of the
group during this session, Mr.
Brown, a professional who has
been involved in various record-
ing projects and composition,
stated, “This session included an
awesome group of teen musi-
cians who were able to put to-
gether a substantial set of truly
rockin’ tunes!”

Mr. Bryan, a member of the
Whirling Dervishes, has opened
for artists such as Patti Smith,
the Fixx, Billy Squire, the Goo
Goo Dolls, Jewel and The Ro-
mantics, added “It is a pleasure
to work with such a fine group of
musicians.”

To find out more about the
Rock Performance Workshop, or
to join the next session which
begins on March 1, call (908)
789-9696 or visit the NJWA stu-
dios at 150-152 East Broad
Street, Westfield. For informa-
tion on this or any other program
of the NJWA, log on to
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.

RIGHT DIRECTION…Members of “Wrong Direction,” the Rock Performance
Workshop band of the New Jersey Workshop for the Arts, will perform on Sunday,
February 22, at the Crossroads in Garwood. Pictured left to right, are: Jasmine
McMorran, Ebony Payne, William Rehwinkel, Philip Rehwinkel, Matt Latowsky,
and Ben Tipton (seated at drum). Missing from the photo is Aidan Pine.

Salve Regina
Announces Dean’s List
NEWPORT, R.I. – Brooke Binder

of Cranford has been named to
the Dean’s List for the fall 2013
semester at Salve Regina Uni-
versity. Brooke is a junior major-
ing in Early Childhood Education.

To qualify for the Dean’s List,
full-time undergraduate students
must earn a minimum grade point
average of 3.6 with no grade
below a “B” in that semester.

Lawrence Tech.
University Dean’s List
SOUTHFIELD, Mich. – David

Champeau of Cranford has been
named to the Dean’s Honor Roll
for the Fall 2013 semester at
Lawrence Technological Univer-
sity. David is majoring in Infor-
mation Technology. To be named
to the honor roll a student must
maintain at least a 3.5 grade
point average for the term.

Cranford Discusses UCC Field, Historic Designation


